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 Alison Jolley: Mamma Mia! Graffiti is here 
again. You will see from looking at the 
before and after photos that I have been 
out and about targeting graffiti all around 
Vesey and getting it sorted ASAP. As you 
know the Sutton Coldfield Town Rangers 

are a fantastic resource for our Town and after a 
quick call they swiftly came along and put things to 
rights again as you can see by looking at the pictures.  

Unfortunately, they are very often required to target 
ugly graffiti spots like this but can you imagine how 
scruffy and down at heel our town would be if we 
hadn’t got this fast responding service? The Town 
Council launched and totally finances this service 
which not only targets graffiti but also clears 
overgrown vegetation, clears litter from our streets 
together with other general cleaning activities.  
 
Clearing graffiti drains public funds, research shows 
Britain spends several million pounds per year 
repeatedly clearing it, think of all that money which 

could be better spent on all manner of local 
community initiatives and improvements. Graffiti hurts 
business and many people associate graffiti with 
general decline of an area, even if it’s not true. 
Consequently, businesses often loose custom as the 
area is no longer pleasing to visit.    
 

I have also been meeting up with local residents in 
Boldmere to chat about the implications of lockdown 
and also caring for loved ones with lifelong conditions. 
We spoke about dementia and the new support group 
meeting up together over coffee, please see the 
accompanying details with regards to this. A friendly 
welcome is assured.  
 

Best wishes, Alison Jolley. 
alison.jolley@suttoncoldfieldtowncouncil.gov.uk 

 
Rob Pocock: According to recent 
research, there are now 3.5 million extra 
dogs in the country since the pandemic. 
That’s an extra dog for every 8 
households. Given that Gatepost covers 
2,500 households in the Banners Gate 
and Parklands neighbourhood, then at a 

guess that means 300 more dogs in the area. Dogs 
and other pets have helped guard people against 
loneliness and isolation in recent times, so from that 
angle all is good news.  
Many new dog owners are fresh to the game, and so 
it’s not surprising we’re also getting a few problems. 

 

This is our 150 edition of Gatepost and to mark the occasion, there are so many people to thank. 
So, in no particular order, thank you to all the folders, collators, deliverers, contributors, donors 
(cash, cheques and standing order), advertisers, town & city councillors, town & city officers, 
schools, churches, BGCA (for free use of the community hall), Birmingham City Council (annual 
grant) , Sutton Coldfield Town Council (occasional grants), residents who attend the forum 
meetings, speakers at forum meetings, residents who have occupied officer positions, especially 
Jean Smith (Secretary, who is no longer with us) , Nicky Turner (Treasurer), Harold Jones (Auditor) 
and my wife Helen (for occupying various positions, as well as regularly proof-reading).  Thank you 
all, and if I have left out anyone, please forgive me. 
 
If you feel you are able to join us in folding and collating Gatepost, or delivering (it takes about half 
an hour six times a year) when we restart, whenever that may be, I will be very happy to hear from 
you to fill in any details.  The contact details are at the bottom of this page.                                Tony 

 

 

http://www.bannersgateneighbourhoodforum.com
mailto:bgatepost@gmail.com
mailto:bgatepost@gmail.com
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Cllr. Robert Pocock,  rob.pocock@birmingham.gov.uk,  tel: 0121 303 2039 (Labour Group Office), Council 
House, Victoria Square, Birmingham B1 1BB.  Advice Bureau: Boldmere Library, 11.00 a.m. – 12.00 p.m. First 
Saturday of the Month.   
Cllr. Kath Scott, kath.scott@birmingham.gov.uk tel: 0121 303 2039 (Labour Group Office), Council House, 
Victoria Square, Birmingham B1 1BB.  Advice Bureau: Boldmere Library, LAST Thursday of each month from 
2.00 - 3.00 p.m. at Boldmere Library.  

 To any new dog owner, a reminder – it’s illegal to 
allow your dog to foul the pavement. If your new 
doggie should ‘drop one’ on the pavement then 
you should pick it up with gloves or a plastic bag 
and take it home with you. If there’s a litter bin 
handy you can use this (no need to just use dog 
waste bins) but all in all, it’s best to take all 
deposits back to the household.  
You can let dogs off the leash in parks, but they 
must always be under control. Once again, it is 
illegal to allow dogs to roam out of control in parks. 
And when walking on the pavement or roadside 
grass verge, all dogs should be on a lead at all 
times. 
 
Another troublesome issue hit my inbox over the 
summer period. The grass on the Lapworth Drive 
island, on the Parklands, had been left to grow 
long at the request of some residents around it. 
However, others of their neighbours were not 
impressed as the grass grew uncut and raised 
complaints. Fortunately, I think we have now got a 
compromise, with the grass cut back again now, 
and the options for a proper wildflower area in the 
middle of the island to be considered next year. All 
in all, the lesson seems to be, with changes of this 
sort, it’s best for residents to come to a broad 
consensus on what’s preferred, before the 
decisions are made. I guess this is called 
democracy! 
 
Alison Jolley:  Many thanks indeed to a vigilant 
resident who made contact with me only recently, 
regarding a large and growing heap of trash on 
public land in Vesey ward. Yes, it’s a fact of life, an 
unloved location or overflowing bin area attracts 
the attention of other tippers and before long the 
heap is twice the size and three times as smelly, 
hence the importance of early detection and 

subsequent removal. 

 
I am glad to say I was able to have this particular 
stack cleared rapidly due to the rapid response of 
the City Council fly tipping team after my initial 
contact with them. Councils in England are having 
to pay millions of pounds a year in street cleaning 
to combat litter and fly tipping. This prevents finite 
resources reaching vital services that all 
communities need in order to grow and flourish. 
Rubbish dumping is illegal which can lead to a 
fine of £50,000 along with imprisonment. 
Birmingham City Council has a clear web page 
that details how to report fly tipping but do please 
get in touch regards to issues like this if required.  
 
We are fortunate in Sutton that we have a vast 
number of residents and workers who are keen to 
keep our town a great place to live. Grateful 
thanks indeed to the many residents and also 
schools who organise and partake in local litter 
picks for dropped paper, cans etc, It makes a 
massive difference particularly as lockdown has 
seen an increase in litter amongst hedges, 
parkland and roads.  
 
I can always be contacted by email: 
alison.jolley@suttoncoldfieldtowncouncil.gov.uk 

 

Banners Gate Community Church, Westwood Road 
Calendar for October 

 
Baby Phonics every Monday morning, all day Thursday and Friday morning. 
Contact jenna@robotreg.co.uk for full details and availability. 
 

Baby Sensory every Tuesday and Wednesday.   

Contact Tracy at suttoncoldfield@babysensory.co.uk for full details and availability. 
 
Friday afternoon coffee cake and chat on the 8th and 22nd from 2.30 till 5.00.  All ages 
welcome. 
  
Sunday Worship 3rd, 17th, 31st 10.30 am until 11.45 am 

mailto:rob.pocock@birmingham.gov.uk
mailto:kath.scott@Birmingham.gov.uk
mailto:jenna@robotreg.co.uk
mailto:suttoncoldfield@babysensory.co.uk
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Contact us: vicar.bannersgate@gmail.com; 01213545873; www.stcolumbasbannersgate.co.uk 

mailto:vicar.bannersgate@gmail.com
http://www.stcolumbasbannersgate.co.uk
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Have your say on Birmingham City Councils customer services 
principles and themes 

 
 
 
 
An invitation to have your say 
from Councillor Brigid Jones, 
Deputy Leader of 
Birmingham City Council  
 
 
 

Birmingham City Council, invites you to give us your feedback on the principles 
and themes for a new Customer Service Strategy. 

Every single resident, business and visitor of Birmingham is our customer. We know we 
can do better in making you feel valued and want to ensure that in the future our 
resources are organised in such a way that your needs are met and that you have the 
full focus of our attention. 

To do this, we want everyone to tell us what they think of the strategy. Your views 
will help us make sure we get the customer experience right for everyone. 

We have developed a set of customer service principles, and we will hold ourselves and 
partners, that deliver services on our behalf, accountable to ensure we deliver on 
them. The principles are: 

We will work better together with you 
Make quicker decisions for you 
Reduce your need to contact us 
Tell us once 
Taking a proactive approach to Customer Services 

 
To support our principles we have created four themes.  These themes set out the types 
of things we will do to improve our customer service to you. The themes are: 

A customer focussed council 
A connected council 
A smarter council 
A connected city 

We need you to tell us if we have got these right. 

The survey closes on Monday 27 September. 

Link to Survey  
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ao9EE02RNJk
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA5MjQuNDY0MDI4NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5iaXJtaW5naGFtYmVoZWFyZC5vcmcudWsvcGVvcGxlLTEvY3NzLz91dG1fY29udGVudD0mdXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ao9EE02RNJk
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SignVideo BSL interpreting service for deaf people 
Read about how you can use SignVideo BSL interpreting service for deaf people to 
contact Birmingham City Council. 
Contact Birmingham City Council using SignVideo BSL interpreting service for deaf 
people 
 

Next Generation Text 
If you have a speech impairment, are deaf or hard of hearing you can contact 
Birmingham City Council by Next Generation Text (also known as Text 
Relay and TypeTalk). 
Dial 18001 before the full national phone number. 
 
Minicom: 0121 303 1119 or 0121 675 8221 
You can call the council’s Contact Centre using your own advocate to translate for 
you without written notice. If you need to arrange for this service, go to Brasshouse 
Translation and Interpreting Services  

Council service Contact number 

Adults social care 0121 303 1234 

Adults Out of Hours Home Care Service 0121 464 5001 

Anti social behaviour 0121 303 1111 

Benefits (includes Housing Benefit/Council Tax Support) 0121 464 7000 

Cemeteries (out of hours emergencies only) 0121 464 8728 

Child protection - concerned about a child? 0121 303 1888 

Council tax 0121 303 1113 

Domestic violence 0121 303 0368 or 0121 303 0369 

Emergency duty team 0121 675 4806 

Environmental health 0121 303 6007 

Highways/Flooding/Transportation (out of hours only) 0121 303 4149 

Homelessness 0121 303 7410 

Housing repairs 0121 216 3330 

Parks emergencies 0121 464 8728 

Planning 0121 303 1115 

Pollution of brooks and streams or report an environmental 
incident 

0800 807060 

Register office 0121 675 1000 

Rubbish (Waste and Recycling) 0121 303 1112 

School admissions and pupil placements 0121 303 1888 

Switchboard 0121 303 9944 

Transportation emergencies 0121 303 4149 

Useful Birmingham City Council phone numbers 

https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/signvideo
https://birminghamcc.signvideo.net/
https://birminghamcc.signvideo.net/
http://www.brasshouse.ac.uk/tis
http://www.brasshouse.ac.uk/tis
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/contactadultsocialcare
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/asb
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/benefitsnewclaims
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/cemeteries
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/concerned
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/counciltax
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/domesticviolence
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/contactadultsocialcare
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/environment
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/homeless
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/housingrepairs
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/parks
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/planning
https://www.gov.uk/report-an-environmental-incident
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/registeroffice
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/waste
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/schooladmissions
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/transport
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Alert-  Vehicle Crime 

 

We have seen an increase in reports of vehicle crime in Birmingham in recent 

weeks.  There are steps that you can take to help to protect your vehicle. 

 

Keyless theft: When vehicles are stolen using an electronic device to access the 

signal to your key fob. You can prevent this by purchasing a signal blocker bag to store 

your key fob in once you have parked up https://faradaybag.com/key-shields/. 

Alternatively you can store your keys in a foil lined tin to stop the signal being picked up 

by a relay tracker device that has the range to pick up signals from outside your home. 

 

Theft of High Value Vehicles: When storing a vehicle in a locked and secure garage 

isn’t possible, then secondary security measures are advisable. Criminals want to steal 

your vehicle as quickly as possible so putting layers of security in place will help to 

deter them.  Consider using a Disklok  https://www.disklokuk.co.uk/.  

 

Theft from vehicles:  After parking up at your destination or at home for the evening 

remove all valuables from your vehicle and make sure it is locked and secure. 

Opportunist thieves go out in the early hours trying car door handles to see what they 

can find. Items such as tools, sat navs, laptops phones, sunglasses and loose change 

are just what they are hoping to steal. So please take a minute before going to bed to 

check your vehicle is locked. 

 

There’s lots of really useful vehicle crime prevention advice on our website 

https://west-midlands.police.uk/your-options/theft-motor-vehicle-0 

 

For all other crime types visit https://west-midlands.police.uk/crime-prevention 

We’d like to thank residents that have been in touch with information and CCTV 

footage to help our investigations. Our officers are out on active patrols to target known 

offenders and speaking to residents to gather intelligence. 

 

Message Sent By 

Anthony Wilkes (Police, Engagement & Consultation Officer, Partnerships Lloyd 

House)  

https://faradaybag.com/key-shields
https://www.disklokuk.co.uk/
https://west-midlands.police.uk/your-options/theft-motor-vehicle-0
https://west-midlands.police.uk/crime-prevention
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 Snaplock and Bogus Officials 

 

I am sorry to say that there has been 2 Burglaries in the Vesey Ward in the past few days. 
 
The first one I want to make you aware about, relates to 2 white Males in their 30's 
managing to convince a frail elderly person that they were Fire Safety Officers and needed 
to do a fire survey. They gained entry and said that the resident needed a service and took 
the vulnerable persons bank card 'to pay for the service' and made off. 
 
The second Burglary is where persons unknown have gained entry to a property by 
snapping the lock to a UPVC door. fortunately the residents dog scared them off before 
they got anything of value 
 
Please:-   
Change any 'Eurolock' type for an Anti-Snap lock and never leave your keys in the door. 
 
Also:-   
Please do not let Anyone into your home who cannot prove who they are and even if they 
have an ID card and you are still not certain, get their details and call the organisation they 
are representing with a telephone number you have found to confirm the caller is genuine. 
(if they are genuine, they should not mind waiting) 
 
Message Sent By 
Ian Willetts (Police, PCSO, Sutton Coldfield) 

Streetwatch Volunteers Required 
 
The Vesey Neighbourhood Team are looking for more volunteers to join our existing 
Streetwatch schemes in Boldmere and its neighbouring areas.   
StreetWatch is a community led initiative which allows you to make a difference where you 
live.   
StreetWatch groups are made up of volunteers from local communities. They carry out 
street patrols, but have no police powers. 
 
Streetwatch is about local residents promoting good citizenship and supporting a better 
neighbourhood by patrolling their own streets. They provide visible reassurance and 
appropriately engage in local issues that matter most to your community.   
As a Street Watch member, you will patrol your local area for at least two hours every 
month, at times which suits you. 
 
Your local street watch co-ordinator will give you day to day support, so you know what to 
look out for and you will also have support from your local police.   
If the group sees suspicious activity, they report it to the policing team, but do not get 
involved. 
 
For more information please email streetwatch@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk or email the 
Sutton Vesey Policing Team at suttonvesey@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk 
 
Look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Kind Regard, 
 
PCSO Singh 31410 

mailto:streetwatch@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk
mailto:suttonvesey@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk


MORE MEMORIES OF SCOTLAND - A ONCE IN A LIFETIME EXPERIENCE 
 
We had been staying in Ballater, Aberdeenshire for some years 
and had remained friends with Laura, a member of the Balmoral 
staff since first arriving in the Balmoral area.  1986 was the 100th 
Anniversary since Queen Victoria inspected the Black Watch 
Regiment at Ballater Station on her way to Balmoral Castle, built 
in 1866 and was the end of the line as H.M. would not permit the 
railway company to go through her estate to reach Braemar. To 
celebrate this event Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth planned to 
repeat this. We wished to go and watch as it promised to be 
something of interest. 
 

The night before this event we received a phone call from our friend Laura. mentioned in a previous article. She 
had obtained permission from H.M.'s Personal Security officer for us to go to the Castle and witness a professional 
'prank' which the staff and estate workers, along with Prince Charles, had contrived for the Duke & Duchess of 
York's arrival from honeymoon. This was to be performed within the castle grounds. Of course, we didn't hesitate 
as this was to be a once in a lifetime event. On arriving we were told where to park (within the grounds) hidden 
behind some trees and then make our way to the first cross-roads in the middle of the woodland where we joined 
the Balmoral and Buckingham Palace staff already assembled. 
Prince Charles walked down from the Castle wearing an RAF cap 
back-to-front, an RAF tunic, his kilt, plus Biggles-type goggles. He 
mingled with the crowd awaiting the arrival of Her Majesty's car 
with Andrew and Sarah.  The Princess of Wales arrived first, 
driving William and Harry (both small children) with Nanny 
Barbara Barnes. The Royal Car carrying the Queen and the Duke 
& Duchess were next to arrive and Prince Charles stood in the 
middle of the road, stopping the car, holding up his arms, 
policeman-like. He ordered the Duke & Duchess out while Her 
Majesty was then driven to the castle to be greeted by the Factor, 
the Minister, the Doctor and the Lord Lieutenant of the County 
after which she met with all the ghillies (gamekeepers). 
 
The 'prank' arrived through the trees to the tune of the 'Dambuster's' March. An open truck covered with blue and 
white sheeting, (representing sky and clouds) and on the back a bright yellow helicopter complete with rota blades, 
dials etc. The couple were 'encouraged' to climb aboard. It was the most amazing sight with a red, white and blue 
crown on front and back, a blue flashing light on top and the words 'DUCHYYORKIE' printed on each side along 
with the date of their wedding. Once aboard, they donned Biggles-type helmets along with goggles and with the 
Queen's Piper leading the way, they were ready for the slow drive up to the castle. Both thought it great fun. 
 
The Prince & Princess of Wales began to follow with their children, while the rest of us also followed the 
procession to the Castle.  After alighting the Duke and Duchess were greeted by the dignitaries.   
At this point, the Queen, wearing a peacock blue coat and hat, suddenly knelt and kissed a corgi on its lead. 
(Apparently, we learned later, she had given this dog as a puppy the previous year, to the daughter of a staff 
member).   
After all the introductions the Royal Family bade a temporary farewell to the staff assuring them they would be 
seeing them again throughout their stay. 
 
We continued on our day, hardly believing the spectacle we had witnessed, the royals relaxed. This was the 
beginning of their holiday. 

 
The Ballater residents also celebrated the 200th anniversary by holding 
a 'Victorian Week' where shopkeepers and residents donned Victorian 
clothes and dressed their shop windows accordingly. Bunting draped 
across the street and from people's houses flags flew in the breeze. 
Highland Nights were held on the village green and in the Victoria Hall 
in Station Square. During the evening we saw people strolling the 
streets in top hats and frock coats, the ladies wearing crinolines, 
creating the Victorian atmosphere. The large church on the village 
green held a Victorian flower festival with Victorian artefacts included. 
The festive atmosphere provided us with some unexpected interest to 
our holiday. 
 
Unfortunately the station was destroyed by fire in the early hours of an 
August day in 2015, a terrible shock to the community as it was a 

regular coffee shop and restaurant. In 2018 it was restored, the restoration team being led by Halliday Fraser 
Munro.                                                                                                                                                   Ann Tomes 

Ballater 

Balmoral Castle 

Bank Manager and his ladies 
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FOLIO - Friends of Libraries In Our Sutton Coldfield … 
 
... held three events recently, and there was another on Saturday during the 
EXPO event in Sutton Coldfield’s Parade, did you see it? 
On display are very old maps, old books, old photos and even old matchboxes.   

The first picture is the 
event at Age Concern, 
Boldmere on 11th 
August. 
 
The second was taken 
at Banners Gate 
Community Hall on  
14th September  and 
the third is Helen, 
totally absorbed. 
 
The last picture was 
taken at Trinity Church 

on 18th 
September.  
Elizabeth 
Allison, 
BEM, Cllr 
John 
Cooper and 
Zoe Toft 
are behind 
the tables, 
from left to 
right. 

Thank you for the photo, a.c.g. 

Banners Gate Community Hall 

Trinity Church, Mill Street 

Happy Helen 
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Many years ago, I had to travel across to Normandy in France for my company to inspect 
equipment they were manufacturing. My company duly telexed the hotel located in a small 
village local to the factory, explaining I would be arriving late evening, around 11.30 pm for a 
two-night stay, and they duly received confirmation of the booking.  
It was a long tiring drive and journey, with me duly arriving around 11.45pm at the hotel. The 
hotel was in darkness with the reception door locked, this made me feel uneasy, particularly when no one 
answered the door to me despite knocking and some yells. My initial thoughts were this is just what I need a 
night on the backseat of the car.  

There was a security keypad alongside the door and, no word of a lie, I just in frustration punched a 
group of numbers onto it and bingo the door clicked, and I was in.  I went to the reception desk, I was 
on a roll now, looked at what room keys there were left on the board at the back of reception.  I took 
room 30 and wrote a message for receptionist, explaining what I had done and climbed the stairs. The 
corridor had all these light push switches which hardly gave you time to walk the corridor before they 

went out. Undaunted I found room 30 got in easily this time!!!  
The room was small and basic it had the appearance of emergency accommodation. Not for 

me.  I remembered there were other rooms available on that key rack. So 
down I trip and select another key modifying my message to room 27. 
Bingo a lovely room big double bed and nice bathroom. So, I minimally 
unpack and collapse into bed, just before I drop off, I think, “Am I in the right hotel?”  but 
sleep quickly overtakes me.  

The next morning, I breeze into the dining room and order petit déjeuner. As I am eating a lady approaches my 
table looking very fretful and says ‘’Bonjour messier Jzones I am so sorry I completely forgot you were coming 
so I lock up and live just a block away. How did you get into Zer otel you are so clever?  Not only that, you even 
picked ze room I had reserved for you.’’  I tried to not look too James Bond-ish and said, “It all ended OK.”   
She said, ‘’When you dine tonight ze drinks will be on ze otel.’’ 
In the evening, I saw her and the chef peering through the oval window of the kitchen door.  
She was pointing me out to him, he probably thought more Houdini than James Bond. It was 
quite hilarious.  On arriving home and relaying the story to my wife she said, “I bet the first 
thing she did when you drove off the car park was to change the door security code.” 

Thanks Eric, will you pick some lottery numbers for me please?  Tony 

The annual Expo was held today, Saturday 25th September, in the Parade in Sutton Coldfield.  There were thirty-two (at least, 
that is how many business cards, leaflets, booklets, etc., that I managed to collect) organisations, businesses, clubs, supports 
groups, etc., that risked the weather (it was warm and dry) to display and advertise their presence in and around Sutton 
Coldfield.   
On the following page is a hastily constructed montage of the aforesaid leaflets,  etc., (too many etcs) that I managed to collect.  
They are all small but, fortunately, with the pdf format you can enlarged them.  At 500% you should be able to read all of them.  
If you still cannot read part of one of them, drop me an email and I’ll send you the complete item.                                              Tony 
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Eating in the 50s 

 

1. Pasta was not eaten. 

2. Curry was a surname. 

3. A takeaway was a mathematical problem. 

4. A pizza was something to do with a leaning tower. 

5. Crisps were plain: the only choice we had was whether to put the salt on, 

or not. 

6. Rice was only eaten as a milk pudding. 

7. A Big Mac what we wore when it was raining.­ 

8. Brown bread was something only poor people ate. 

9. Oil was for lubricating; fat was for cooking. 

10. Tea was made in a teapot using tea leaves and never green. 

11. Sugar enjoyed a good press in those days and was regarded as being 

white gold.  Cubed sugar was regarded as posh. 

12. Fish didn't have fingers. 

13. Eating raw fish was called poverty, not sushi.  

14. None of us had ever heard of yoghurt. 

15. Healthy food consisted of anything edible. 

16. People who didn't peel potatoes were regarded as lazy. 

17.  Indian restaurants were only found in India. 

18. Cooking outside was called camping. 

19. Seaweed was not a recognised food. 

20. “Kebab” was not even a word, never mind a food.  

21. Prunes were medicinal. 

22. Surprisingly, muesli was readily available, it was called cattle feed. 

23. Water came out of the tap.  If someone had suggested bottling it and 

charging more than petrol for it, they would have become a laughingstock! 

24. And the things that we never ever had on our table in the 50s and 60s: 

elbows or phones! 

 

Shared by silversurfers.com 
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Find out 

The evenings are drawing in, the leaves are beginning to turn and there’s a chilly nip in the 
morning air – it can only mean one thing. It’s officially autumn! I don’t know about you, but I 
love this time of year: the gorgeous changing colours, the beauty of morning dew illuminating a 
spider’s web, and the hustle and bustle as many of our summer migrants leave our shores and 
other birds start arriving.  
 
It can seem like the familiar rhythms of nature continue unaltered around us, but report after 
report has shown that our world is changing. The climate is warming, which is affecting 
everything from sea temperatures and the severity of our weather to the timing of the seasons 
– and this is affecting many of our best-loved species. Swallows (like the one pictured above) 
are returning earlier to the UK and blue tits can’t always find enough food for their chicks. 
Worryingly, for some birds such as puffins, these changes are having a serious effect on their 
numbers. 

 
That’s why the RSPB has joined with The Climate Coalition for the Great Big Green Week, 
which takes place from 18 to 26 September. Together, we’ll be highlighting the dangers climate 
change poses for nature here in the UK – and what we can do to tackle it and protect wildlife, 
people and the planet. 

 
Read on to find out more, as well as how you could get involved with Great Big Green Week. 

 
 
 
Jamie Wyver 
Notes on Nature Editor     

https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/campaigning/?utm_source=notes_on_nature_210904&utm_medium=email&utm_term=&utm_content=2&utm_campaign=notes_on_nature
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Before I introduce this week's Notes on Nature, I wanted to share some exciting 
news with you... the Secretary of State has listened to your calls for improvements to 
the Environment Bill.  Yesterday Defra announced England would be the first country 
ever to have legally binding targets to halt the decline of wildlife – a huge win for Revive 
Our World and for nature. Thanks to each and every one of you for your support, you've 
been instrumental in securing this change.  
 
If you’ve been reading Notes on Nature over the past few weeks, you’ll know we’re 
really excited about Great Big Green Week. Today’s the first day! We hope you’re keen 
to get stuck in. It will be the UK’s biggest ever event for nature and the climate, so we’d 
love you to get involved. 
 
If you hadn’t heard, Great Big Green Week is a week of action when we celebrate 
nature and the climate, as well as call on ambitious laws to protect the planet. What will 
you be doing this week? I’ll be doing wildlife gardening, and checking out the 
fascinating panel discussions that the RSPB is running. 
 
If you haven’t signed up yet, there’s still time to get involved. Simply click the link below 
and make your actions count. 

 
Have a great (big, green) week!  
 
Jamie Wyver 
Notes on Nature Editor  

Get Active 

https://click.email.rspb.org.uk/?qs=a549af929714107cd52b5b388c79b0419310457dbe17766377d6baca46e595e764cd580990328b9b203a1fd73bd57e21add19f03b672b0fb
https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/campaigning/great-big-green-week?utm_source=notes_on_nature_210918&utm_medium=email&utm_term=&utm_content=button-event-bird-kingfisher-top-power-half&utm_campaign=notes_on_nature&sourcecode=&cta_sourcecode=&moduleconten
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After 2 weeks of not going 
out, this bear came to 

check if everything is ok.  

 

People in quarantine have way too much time on their 
hands.  

Have your lockdowns been like this? 
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Thank you for these, John S 

 

Sutton Coldfield Society of Artists 
 

 
  

Exhibition of Original Art 
Crush Hall, Town Hall, Sutton Coldfield 

Saturday 23rd October to Sunday 31St October 2021 
Everyday 9am to 5pm (last day 4pm closing) 

ADMISSION FREE 

Everyone Welcome 

Works in all media: watercolour, pastel,  

oil, acrylics, ceramics and sculpture. 

 

Nine Important Facts to Remember as We Grow Older 
 

1. What you do today may be like a jar of Jalapeno Peppers and be a burning issue 
tomorrow. 
 
2. In the 60’s, people took LSD to make the world weird.  Now the world is weird, and 
people take Prozac to make it normal. 
 
3. All of us could take a lesson from the weather.  It pays no attention to criticism. 
 
4. Health nuts are going to feel stupid someday, lying in the hospital dying of nothing. 
 
5. Give a person a fish and you can feed them for a day.  Teach a person to use a 
computer or mobile phone and they won’t bother you for weeks or maybe years. 
 
6. Men have two motivations: hunger and hanky-panky, and they can’t tell them 
apart.  If you see a gleam in his eyes, make him a sandwich. 
 
7. Good health is merely the slowest possible rate at which you can die. 
 
8. Life is sexually transmitted. 
 
9. Death is the number one killer in the world. 
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The last 18 months have changed our lives, but look what time has done to the price of a house 
in Westwood Road. 

 

I believe the estate was bounded by Chester Road North, Banners Gate Road, |George Frederick Road 
and Sutton Oak Road. 
It begun 1935/36 and it was uncompleted when war broke out in 1939 (I have a photograph taken in 
1947 0f Chester Road North – free of houses at one point. 
As regards the houses themselves, we live in Type C £525.  Several of the houses in Westwood Road 
are Type A, £615, Type B, £575 and Type C, £525.  Type D, £650, can be seen in Reay Nadin Drive 
between Westwood Road and Chester Road North.  A lot of houses have been modified and extended 
since they were built. 
Banners Gate School was here when we came to live in the area, but a number of residents then, who 
bought their houses new, as they were built, have told us that the school had been set aside for tennis 
courts. 
Hope this may be of interest. 
David Fleming 
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 Sept Our News - The Neighbourhood Watch National 

Newsletter 

SEPTEMBER ‘OUR NEWS’ OUT NOW 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

We are delighted to bring you the September OUR NEWS edition – a 
monthly newsletter for all Neighbourhood Watch supporters across 
England and Wales.   
 
This edition introduces you to our Neighbour of the Year Awards 2021 - 
open for nominations from 14th September, the no-excuse approach to 
gas safety, fraud trends, rural crime reporting, discount offers from ERA 
and Patlock for our readers, and much more. 
 
We hope that you will enjoy reading our newsletter and share it with 
your community. Why not share this newsletter link:  
https://bit.ly/OurNewsSept21 with your street WhatsApp groups, 
community Facebook groups or neighbourhood email groups to keep 
your neighbours safer and more connected. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH NETWORK, Central Support Team 
 
Follow us.. ourwatch.org.uk / Facebook / Twitter / Instagram / LinkedIn 
Neighbourhood Watch Network is a charity registered in England & 
Wales, CIO no: 1173349 
 
Message Sent By 
Central Support Team (NWN, Neighbourhood Watch Network, England 
and Wales) 
 

 

 

https://bit.ly/OurNewsSept21
https://bit.ly/OurNewsSept21
https://www.ourwatch.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/ourwatch
http://www.twitter.com/n_watch
https://www.instagram.com/neighbourhood.watch.insta/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/neighbourhood-watch/
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Fraudulent celeb endorsements and fake shipping tracking 

Fraudsters peddling health supplements are still using famous faces, such as Dragons’ 
Den’s Deborah Meaden, to lure victims. They create fake courier websites and sometimes 
even go to the extent of an elaborate customer service experience such as a fake shipping 
tracker to disguise the scam. 
 
Here’s what happened with a member of the public who had £198 taken from their 
account after purchasing a '£5 sample size CBD supplement' after clicking on an online 
advert for it. 
 

Fake Wetherspoon meal voucher competition 
Fake meal vouchers for Wetherspoon pubs are being promoted on Facebook, despite the 
chain shutting all its social media accounts in 2018. 
Users who comment on the posts published by the pages imitating the pub chain are told 
that they will win meal vouchers if they receive comments from Wetherspoon. But these 
comments come from scammers who have set up the pages. 
Here’s what the posts look like and more about how the scam works. 

HMRC scams double in a year 
Tax-related scams have continued to rise during the pandemic and HMRC responded to 
more than 1m scam reports in the past 12 months. 
Fraudsters often try to mimic HMRC’s messages so they look authentic – be it through 
scam phone calls or fake web pages – as victims are more likely to transfer money to an 
institution they recognise and trust. 
Here are the most common ways scammers are trying to commit tax scams and how to 
protect yourself from them. 

Fake NHS Covid-19 PCR text 
There have been several scams circulating throughout the pandemic using the NHS’s 
name and/or logo. This time it’s a fake text message demanding that you ‘order a PCR 
testing kit’. It’s made to look like you’ve been pinged by the NHS Covid-19 app, but is 
another example of fraudsters seeking to panic you into following a URL leading to a fake 
website. 
Here’s what it looks like, and how to differentiate between genuine and fake NHS 
communications. 
 
You’ve been supporting our campaign work to improve consumer protection from unsafe 
and illegal activities occurring on major online websites, specifically, the sale of unsafe 
products, fake reviews or scams. 
We hope that we’ve armed you with the knowledge and tools to help protect yourself and 
your loved ones. But it’s important you know that it’s not 100% on you to make sure you’re 
safe online. 
These harms are symptoms of one underlying cause - a lack of online consumer 
protections borne out of the way regulations of online businesses have evolved. 
This means online sites and tech giants are failing to protect you from online scams, 
dangerous products and fake reviews. 
We’ll break down the puzzle, explaining each issue and how it all comes together to big 
tech firms needing to take responsibility for your online safety. 
 

Product safety 
Our latest investigation into the sale of unsafe products on eBay, Wish.com and 
AliExpress found listings of diet pills and supplements containing substances that could be 

https://www.e-activist.com/page/email/click/2249/5467864?email=M3OwOgI8sHQy4wt%2FN%2BTkRlESkN1MQhKC&campid=TkLzJBTAZJGha0eWUOvjsw==
https://www.e-activist.com/page/email/click/2249/5467864?email=M3OwOgI8sHQy4wt%2FN%2BTkRlESkN1MQhKC&campid=TkLzJBTAZJGha0eWUOvjsw==
http://www.e-activist.com/page/email/click/2249/5504871?email=M3OwOgI8sHQy4wt%2FN%2BTkRlESkN1MQhKC&campid=TkLzJBTAZJGha0eWUOvjsw==
http://www.e-activist.com/page/email/click/2249/5504872?email=M3OwOgI8sHQy4wt%2FN%2BTkRlESkN1MQhKC&campid=TkLzJBTAZJGha0eWUOvjsw==
http://www.e-activist.com/page/email/click/2249/5504873?email=M3OwOgI8sHQy4wt%2FN%2BTkRlESkN1MQhKC&campid=TkLzJBTAZJGha0eWUOvjsw==
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potentially dangerous. We found little evidence to suggest measures to prevent items from 
being listed were effective, or that marketplaces were monitoring and responding quickly 
enough to new postings. 
Here are our calls for action against unsafe products. 

Fake reviews 
Fake online reviews are influencing people across the UK into purchasing billions of 
pounds worth of products and services every year. Our research showed three in ten of us 
have bought products off the back of ‘excellent’ online customer reviews only to be 
chronically let down when they arrived.  
We think tech giants are more than capable of enforcing their own policies to detect and 
prevent misleading reviews. 

Tech giants and fake reviews 
There’s now a much easier way to make us aware of scams directly with our scam sharer 
tool. Tell us your experiences of phishing emails, fake texts, cold calls and other types of 
fraud. 
Stay safe, 
Which? scam alert team 
PS Please share this information with your friends, family and neighbours – anyone who 
may find it helpful. Or they can sign up here to receive this directly to their inbox. 
 

Scam alert service 
More than £355m lost to bank transfer scams in the first half of 2021.   

Of the £355.3m lost to bank transfer scams in the first half of the year, just £121.7m was 
reimbursed to victims – just 42.4% of the overall losses. Not only is more money being 
lost, but less money is being repaid to fraud victims. 

UK Finance says fraud is ‘now at a level where it poses a national security threat’, and is 
calling on the government for coordinated action, and to ensure that all economic crime is 
brought within the scope of the Online Safety Bill. 

We look at the scale of the problem and what safeguards you have to stop you from falling 
victim to scammers. 

 
Tackling the ongoing ‘scamdemic’ 

Text scams are at their highest rate on record and over a 90-day period from May to July 
2021, 53% of texts reported to the 7726 service - a free text service that enables you to 
report spam texts - were fake parcel delivery messages and 37% impersonated banks. 

In this podcast episode, we hear from Adam French, our senior consumer rights editor, 
about the dirty tactics fraudsters are using to dupe us out of our data and money. We’re 
joined by HMRC to hear how it’s fighting back, and you can find out why we’re asking 
businesses to change their behaviour. 

For your listening convenience we've linked to this episode via Acast, Apple Podcasts, 
Google Podcasts and Spotify. It's also available on the Which? website, simply click here 
then scroll down. 

 
There’s now a much easier way to make us aware of scams directly with our scam sharer 
tool. Tell us your experiences of phishing emails, fake texts, cold calls and other types of 
fraud. 
Stay safe,  Which? scam alert team  PS Please share this information with your friends, 
family and neighbours – anyone who may find it helpful. Alternatively, they can sign up 
here to receive this directly to their inbox 

 
 

http://www.e-activist.com/page/email/click/2249/5504501?email=M3OwOgI8sHQy4wt%2FN%2BTkRlESkN1MQhKC&campid=TkLzJBTAZJGha0eWUOvjsw==
https://www.which.co.uk/news/2021/06/amazon-and-google-under-investigation-over-fake-reviews/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=engagingnetworks&utm_campaign=Platformsprelaunch180921&utm_content=Platforms+pre-launch+180921
http://www.e-activist.com/page/email/click/2249/5504500?email=M3OwOgI8sHQy4wt%2FN%2BTkRlESkN1MQhKC&campid=TkLzJBTAZJGha0eWUOvjsw==
http://www.e-activist.com/page/email/click/2249/5504874?email=M3OwOgI8sHQy4wt%2FN%2BTkRlESkN1MQhKC&campid=TkLzJBTAZJGha0eWUOvjsw==
http://www.e-activist.com/page/email/click/2249/5504874?email=M3OwOgI8sHQy4wt%2FN%2BTkRlESkN1MQhKC&campid=TkLzJBTAZJGha0eWUOvjsw==
http://www.e-activist.com/page/email/click/2249/5504875?email=M3OwOgI8sHQy4wt%2FN%2BTkRlESkN1MQhKC&campid=TkLzJBTAZJGha0eWUOvjsw==
http://www.e-activist.com/page/email/click/2249/5512184?email=M3OwOgI8sHQy4wt%2FN%2BTkRlESkN1MQhKC&campid=TkLzJBTAZJGha0eWUOvjsw==
http://www.e-activist.com/page/email/click/2249/5512185?email=M3OwOgI8sHQy4wt%2FN%2BTkRlESkN1MQhKC&campid=TkLzJBTAZJGha0eWUOvjsw==
http://www.e-activist.com/page/email/click/2249/5512185?email=M3OwOgI8sHQy4wt%2FN%2BTkRlESkN1MQhKC&campid=TkLzJBTAZJGha0eWUOvjsw==
http://www.e-activist.com/page/email/click/2249/5512190?email=M3OwOgI8sHQy4wt%2FN%2BTkRlESkN1MQhKC&campid=TkLzJBTAZJGha0eWUOvjsw==
http://www.e-activist.com/page/email/click/2249/5512190?email=M3OwOgI8sHQy4wt%2FN%2BTkRlESkN1MQhKC&campid=TkLzJBTAZJGha0eWUOvjsw==
http://www.e-activist.com/page/email/click/2249/5512191?email=M3OwOgI8sHQy4wt%2FN%2BTkRlESkN1MQhKC&campid=TkLzJBTAZJGha0eWUOvjsw==
http://www.e-activist.com/page/email/click/2249/5512191?email=M3OwOgI8sHQy4wt%2FN%2BTkRlESkN1MQhKC&campid=TkLzJBTAZJGha0eWUOvjsw==
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Sutton Coldfield Town Hall 
 

PRESS RELEASE:  
DANCE HALL TO RETURN WITH SOUND CLASH EVENT     

 
Although world events shut down in March 2020, the sprung dancefloor at Sutton 
Coldfield Town Hall, one of the largest in Birmingham, has not stood completely 
idle. Used for a dance school last Autumn and then featured in the filming of a 
major new release for cinemas, it was covered with carpet to protect it from heavy 
footfall during the first phase of NHS Covid-19 vaccinations in 2021. 
It is set to be uncovered for the welcome return of dancing at the Town Hall in 
October. On Friday 8th October, the Town Hall welcomes the 6th ‘Sound Clash’ 
event, a highly successful series of dance events which alternate two styles of 
music. This time visitors will see the return of 7 piece band The 
Interpreters, playing two sets of adrenaline-fuelled classic ska and 2-Tone covers, 
plus uniquely blended sets from Northern Soul DJ Sean Taylor.  
Although The Interpreters have played and sold out this event before, this 
promises to be their best yet as they are joined by local ska legend Tony Beet. In 
1989, Tony became vocalist for The International Beat with former members of 2 
Tone legends The Beat, going on to be part of the huge international ska revival in 
the early 90s which included an audience of 100,000 at The Earth Day Festival in 
USA.  
To provide a safe space to dance, tickets for this event are strictly limited and will 
sell out, so early booking is advised at £10 advance from the Town Hall’s 
website www.suttoncoldfieldtownhall.com. (https://
www.suttoncoldfieldtownhall.com/whats-on/concerts-shows/9583/) The Sir 
Doug Ellis bar will be open from 7pm with music from 8pm. 
The following evening, Saturday 9th October, Ultimate Coldplay bring a festival 
feel to the Town Hall, plus an Indie After Show Party to keep the dancing going 
after the concert. Final tickets available from the Town Hall for £14. (https://
www.suttoncoldfieldtownhall.com/whats-on/concerts-shows/9154/) 

http://www.suttoncoldfieldtownhall.com/
https://www.suttoncoldfieldtownhall.com/whats-on/concerts-shows/9583/
https://www.suttoncoldfieldtownhall.com/whats-on/concerts-shows/9583/
https://www.suttoncoldfieldtownhall.com/whats-on/concerts-shows/9154/
https://www.suttoncoldfieldtownhall.com/whats-on/concerts-shows/9154/


 

We are delighted to announce that we will be reopening our theatre for live performances from 
Thursday 30 September 2021 with our long awaited production of An Ideal Husband, this will run until 

Saturday 9 October. 
  

Existing ticket holders for this production have now been contacted to rearrange their bookings. If you 
have not heard from us please contact the Box Office on 0121 355 5355 during opening hours and we 

will ensure that your tickets are rebooked.   
 

Booking for An Ideal Husband is now open to the general public and can be booked online via our 
website or by contacting our Box Office. Opening hours are as follows:  

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday from 7.30-9.00pm and Wednesday morning from 10.00am – 
Midday (except Bank Holidays) 

 
Our teams are doing everything possible to ensure your safe return. In accordance with government 
guidelines seating is not required to be socially distanced and we will not be enforcing the wearing of 
masks however patrons are welcome to wear them if they wish. The theatre will be cleaned regularly 

and hand sanitiser will be available on arrival and at various points throughout the theatre. We want to 
continue to keep people as safe and well as possible and kindly ask that you are mindful of other 
audience members and our volunteers;  should you have any Covid symptoms we ask that you 

consider testing at home before coming to the theatre.  
 

We owe a huge thank you to all of the volunteers that have worked tirelessly throughout the closure to 
make improvements to the theatre including front of house renovations and reorganisation across all 

departments behind the scenes. Most importantly thanks to all of you who have continued to support us 
over the last 18 months and to those members that have made kind and generous donations, it is 

greatly appreciated. 
 

Whilst so much has changed since we closed our doors last year, we remain committed to providing a 
top class theatrical experience for all of our visitors. We are excited for our building to be buzzing with 

life again, filled with audience chatter, front of house bells ringing and of course, applause.   
 

We look forward to welcoming you, your families and friends back to the theatre next month, you’ve 
been hugely missed by all of us here at Sutton Arts and we are all very happy to be back open, doing 

what we love!  

24 



25 

Highbury Players announce 2021/22 season 
 

We are absolutely delighted to announce a full season of plays and films for our 
2021/22 year. We are keeping a close eye on the Covid-19 situation and will be 
checking that our arrangements maximise everyone’s safety.  
 
We are also in the final stages of developing our new website which will be at the 
same address of www.highburytheatre.co.uk and will provide you with more 
information about events taking place at the theatre and how to get involved. 
 

PLAY DATES (all at 7.30pm) 

Nell Gwynn by Jessica Swale 14h – 25th September 2021 

Maurice’s Jubilee by Nichola McAuliffe 19th – 30th October 2021 

House Guest by Francis Durbridge 30th November – 11th December 2021 

How The Other Half Loves 
by Alan Ayckbourn 

18th – 29th January 2022 

Handbagged by Moira Buffini 22nd February – 5th March 2022 

Passion Play by Peter Nichols 5th – 16th April 2022 

Celebrating Shakespeare: an anthology 18th – 23rd April 2022 

Northanger Abbey by Tim Luscombe 7th – 18th June 2022 

A production to celebrate the 
Commonwealth Games 

(tbc) 

FILM DATE (all except Frozen II at 7pm) CERTIFICATE 

1917 Sunday 19th September 2021 15 

Harriet Sunday 24th October 2021 12A 

The Dressmaker Saturday 20th November 2021 12A 

Frozen II Tuesday 28
th
 December 2021 (2.30pm) U 

Greyhound Sunday 23rd January 2022 12A 

I, Daniel Blake Saturday 12th February 2022 15 

Wind River Saturday 19th March 2022 15 

Macbeth Sunday 10th April 2022 15 

My Left Foot Saturday 7th May 2022 15 

Portrait of a Lady on Fire Saturday 25th June 2022 15 

Nomadland Saturday 16th July 2022 12A 

http://www.highburytheatre.co.uk
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The Sutton Coldfield Fuchsia & Gardening Guild 
 
Finally, after a long 16 months wait, we had a meeting last night at our new 
venue, Banners Gate Community Church, Westwood Road.  The fuchsia 
society has been running for almost 50 years, but the decision has now been 
made to change the format into a more general Gardeners Guild.  
Gardening has had a real resurgence during the lockdown, people realising 
more than ever how important our outside spaces are!  
Meetings are held once a month, the second Thursday. Doors open at 7.30 for 
an 8.00 start. We have a speaker each month on all topics gardening and 
wildlife related, and next month our Secretary Gail will be giving a 

demonstration on how to use hardy fuchsias in the garden.  
Plants are always available for sale, along with other gardening paraphernalia. We are a small, but very 
welcoming group and would love to welcome new members, so please come along and join us.   If you 
would like any more information, please give our secretary, Gail, a call on 0121 353 3373 or have a look at 
our Facebook page. 

 

What we offer…  Come along and collect a free bag of essential food and then help yourselves to a selection of 
fresh fruit and vegetables.  Some days we’ll even have bread and cakes.  You’re welcome to stay for a hot drink 

and a chat…  whether in Falcon Lodge or Mere Green. 

Where are we in Falcon Lodge? 
Every Wednesday, we will be at Falcon Lodge 
Methodist Church Hall. (rear entrance in Lingard Road) 
Falcon Lodge.  B75 7LB 
 
Opening times…  Pop in between 3-5pm we’ll be here. 

Where are we in Mere Green? 
Every Friday, we will be at Ark Community Church 
Centre, St James Road, Mere Green B75 5EH 
 
Opening times…  Pop in between 12 noon-2pm 
we’ll be here. 

The church is on the X14 bus route.  This is what the 
front of the church looks like.  Go to the rear 
entrance in Lingard Road. 

From the centre of Mere Green, pass Lidl opposite 
Sainsbury’s and turn left into St James’s Road. Bus 
routes X3, X5 & 604 This is what the church looks like. 

  

Email: info@hopefood.org.uk 

 

Pop in between 2-3pm we’ll be here. 
Pop in between 12 noon-1pm 

  

The Scout Hut  -  Coppice View Road  -  Sutton Coldfield  -  B73 6UE. 

 
Tai Chi Class 

 
 

Every Tuesday morning at 11.45 to 12.45. 

The cost is £5 per person. Everyone is welcome and all abilities  

are catered for in a relaxing and enjoyable environment. 

If anyone needs further details, please contact me on 01543 480151 
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Email: s.summerfield@ageconcernbirmingham.org.uk 

mailto:s.summerfield@ageconcernbirmingham.org.uk
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info@kiddibops.co.uk 

w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m / k i d d i b o p s  w w w . k i d d i b o p s . c o . u k  

https://kiddibops.class4kids.co.uk 

Imagiplaytoddlergroup@gmail.com 

 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 
& Friday   -   10am  -  2pm 

mailto:info@kiddibops.co.uk
http://www.facebook.com/kiddibops
http://www.kiddibops.co.uk
https://kiddibops.class4kids.co.uk
mailto:Imagiplaytoddlergroup@gmail.com


Are You A Carer? Do you need support and advice?  
 
Do you provide unpaid care to a friend, neighbour, or family member who couldn’t 
manage alone? 
 
Age Concern Birmingham run the Carer’s Contact Centre as part of the Birmingham 
Carers Hub partnership. Our advisors are available to help carers with help, advice 
and information, we register carers and also offer a Statutory Carer’s Assessment, 
wellbeing payments if eligible and information on a wide range of wellbeing 

services. We also provide advice on welfare benefits and can link carers to information about grants, 
legal advice on wills and power of attorney and other one to one support.     
 
If you need advice in your caring role, please call us on: 
 
Information and Advice Line – 0333 006 9711 (low call rate) 
 
Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri: 9am-5.15pm / Wed: 9am-7.15pm 
 
Saturday: 10am – 12.30pm 
 
Email us at info@birminghamcarershub.urg.uk 
 
Visit our website at https://forwardcarers.org.uk/  
 
Birmingham Carers Hub Specialist Dementia Service 
 
The Birmingham Carers Hub team have all received enhanced dementia training and we have launched 
a new service offering support to carers of people with dementia. We have also appointed a small team 
of Specialist Dementia Carer Advisors. 
 
We offer a Dementia Specialist person-centred service, supporting Carers who provide care to someone 
with dementia. Our advisors understand the challenges of caring for people with dementia and are here 
to guide and support you throughout your caring journey. We are part of a wider partnership of 
organisations providing other support to dementia carers such as training and groups, find out more on 
the Forward Carers website: https://forwardcarers.org.uk/ 
 
For information, help and advice, call 0333 006 9711 and ask to speak to one of our Specialist Dementia 
Carer Advisors, or email:  dementiacarers@birminghamcarershub.org.uk  
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Do you need a gardener? 

Late Spring with Summer approaching and 
our gardeners are continuing to work following 

COVID19 guidelines. 
Whatever your garden needs we have vetted 

and DBS checked gardeners.  

Call one of the team on 0121 362 3650 to find 

out more.  

mailto:info@birminghamcarershub.urg.uk
https://forwardcarers.org.uk/
https://forwardcarers.org.uk/
mailto:dementiacarers@birminghamcarershub.org.uk
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DUE TO NEW REGULATIONS 
WE HAVE CHANGED OUR OPENING HOURS 

 
OUR NEW TIMES ARE: 

MONDAY TO SATURDAY 9.00 TIL 4.30 

 Monday to Saturday 9.00am till 4.30pm 
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Thank you for fixing Wylde Green Neighbourhood Forum’s 
smashed display cabinet for free. 

Contact katie.evans@moveitorloseit.co.uk or call 07592071889 for more info or to book a space. 

Banners Gate Community Hall, 35 Reay Nadin Drive. B73 6UR. 
Fridays at 1:30—2:30pm.  Commencing 28th of May 2021. 

£4 per session (First session FREE) Booking Essential! 
Contact katie.evans@moveitorloseit.co.uk or call 

07592071889 for more info or to book a space. 

  

0121 323 4200 

mailto:katie.evans@moveitorloseit.co.uk
mailto:katie.evans@moveitorloseit.co.uk


 

Sutton Coldfield Neighbourhood Network Scheme 
 

We are creating a map of all of the community assets and activities in the Sutton Coldfield constituency, which can 
help people aged 50+ to lead independent, happy and healthy lives. 
Community assets are individuals, groups or organisations who are doing something or delivering an activity, project 
or service in a neighbourhood setting which older people can benefit from. This can be anything from a lunch club to a 
line dancing class, befriending to benefits advice, or a support group to a sewing club. 
As well as mapping community assets, we are also working with them to sustain and grow the activities and services 
they offer to citizens aged 50+ in the local area. We can offer a range of support around issues such as marketing and 
promotion, volunteering, governance and fundraising, and as part of this, we have a micro and small grants scheme 
which can fund certain activities and projects in Sutton Coldfield. 
We also have opportunities for citizens aged 50+ who have experience of social isolation or are carers (looking after 
someone regularly because they are older, disabled or seriously ill), or who have experience of running a community 
based activity to get involved in developing the Neighbourhood Network Scheme in Sutton via our co-production 
group.  
The Sutton Coldfield Neighbourhood Network Scheme is delivered in partnership between Age Concern Birmingham 
and Compass Support. For more information, or a conversation about how you can get involved, please contact us on 
0121 362 3661 or email NNS@ageconcernbirmingham.org.uk 

 

For a searchable list of community 
assets in Sutton Coldfield, and the 

wider Birmingham area, please visit:  
Birmingham.connecttosupport.org  
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mailto:NNS@ageconcernbirmingham.org.uk
https://birmingham.connecttosupport.org/s4s/WhereILive/Council?pageId=3883
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Moving into the beautifully colourful season of 
Autumn with the leaves turning from greens 
and browns to the richest of golds and deep 
reds and from late September to October, the 
sun is still shining down on us as we get back 
to some sort of normality at Café Oasis.  
The community based café is based in the 
Sutton Coldfield United Reform Church, 
Brassington Avenue and if you haven’t yet 
paid us a visit now is a good time to pop in 
and taste our delicious homemade cakes and 
hot drinks. We are open between 10.00am 
and 2.00pm on Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays and Fridays and are a dynamic and 

welcoming hub run by a chef and a terrific team of volunteers that support our services. 
Throughout the recent pandemic, the team of volunteers have assisted in the running of 
our Home Food Delivery Service, reaching out to many who have needed help during the 
coronavirus lockdown and continue to need support. Café Oasis offers a two course 
freshly made lunch menu from 12noon in the light and airy café area – try our chicken with 
vegetables or duck & pork meatloaf followed by a selection of desserts including fresh 
cherry & chocolate sponge and fruit trifle. 
If you are interested in helping us at Café Oasis we have various volunteering 
opportunities at the café if you are looking to make a difference in your community – the 
various roles include; waiting tables, working in the Food Bank ( which is open every 
Tuesday), working as a cashier/receptionist and administration too. We support a wide 
range of volunteers including adults with learning difficulties. You can contact the 
Community and Volunteer Support Worker for more information on the email or phone 
number below. Additionally the United Reformed Church centre is fully opened up now 
and we are delighted to welcome back the various groups that use the wide selection of 
rooms we have available to hire. If you are looking to hire a room please contact the 
centre. 
Moving forward and in order to keep all members of the community safe, Café Oasis and 
the church centre is still adhering to COVID-19 guidelines which include a track and trace 
and sanitising stations. We ask that all guests follow these regulations so that we can 
continue moving forwards in this positive way. 

Volunteers needed to help our community café at  

Sutton Coldfield United Reformed Church. 

Monday 10.00am – 2pm    Tuesday 10.00am – 2pm    Thursday 10.00 – 2pm    Friday 10.00am – 2pm 

*FLEXIBLE SHIFTS – ANY TIME, ANY SHIFT* 

POSITIONS INCLUDE:  Front of House/Reception.   Waiter/Waitress   Cashier  

For more information, contact:  Call: 07593 718785 

Email: cafe.oasis@scurc.org.uk  Website: https://scurc.org.uk/cafe-oasis/  OR find us on Facebook 

mailto:cafe.oasis@scurc.org.uk
https://scurc.org.uk/cafe-oasis/
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Discourage lawless individuals from breaking into your 
property with the modern security systems we provide 
for properties throughout Birmingham. Based in Great 
Barr, we are a small family-run business committed to 
providing state-of-the-art security systems which 
effectively protect your property from harm. Primarily 
serving domestic and commercial customers, we design, 
supply, install, commission, and service all security 
systems in full accordance and compliance with the 
latest British and European standards. From supplying 
high-tech CCTV systems and Burglar Alarms to 
installing fob Access Control systems and Fire Alarms, 
we are the first choice when you want to increase your 
property’s security. To arrange a free, no-obligation 
consultation for any of the security systems we supply, 
please get in touch.   

Phone no. 0121 386 2639 
Email: info@cw-sec.co.uk  Website: www.cw-sec.co.uk 

 

Monday & Wednesday 
 

Blue Coats School Gym 
 

WS1 2ND 
 

Kids: 6.00pm—7.00pm 

Tuesday 
 

Mere Green 
 

Community Centre 
 

Adults & Juniors: 
 

7.00pm—8.30pm 

Wednesday 
 

Sutton Girls’ School 
 

(Dance Studio at the 
Back of the building) 

 
Adults & Juniors (12+): 

7.00pm—8.30pm 

Thursday 
 

All Saints’ Church Hall 
 

Kids: 6.00pm—7.00pm 
 

Adults: 7.00pm—8.30pm 

 

Facebook: Only Rosie’s 

Instagram: onlyrosiescakes 
Email: rosie_p25@hotmail.co.uk 

mailto:info@cw-sec.co.uk
http://www.cw-sec.co.uk/
mailto:Email:%20rosie_p25@hotmail.co.uk
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The Chemist, M.W. Phillips, at Sutton Park Surgery – 0121 353 9027 

 

 

 

 

 

See front page 

 

0121 353 2586 

llaesthetics@outlook.com 

mailto:llaesthetics@outlook.com


New Horizons Counselling Services.  

The Community Hall, Reay Nadin Drive, Sutton Coldfield.  

If you would like to know about our service ring the number above 

Or visit our web site www.newhorizonscounselling.org. 

WDC Service Solutions Ltd 
Complete Door Security and Access Solutions 

WDC can repair the following products: UPVC WINDOWS, 
HANDLES, HINGES, LOCKS, ROLLERS FOR PATIO DOORS, 

SECURITY, UPGRADES, REPAIRS TO UPVC DOORS, TIMBER 
DOOR REPAIRS, REPLACEMENT DOORS, GARAGE DOOR 

REPAIRS, REPAIR OR REPLACE, FAULTY CABLES, HANDLES 
AND LOCKS, REMOTE CONTROLS, REPLACEMENT FOBS, 

NEW GARAGE DOOR SYSTEMS, FREE QUOTATIONS. 
www.wdcservicesolutions.com  service@wdcservicesolutions.com 

sales@wdcservicesolutions.com  T: 0121 285 3222 
Unit 16 C, Maybrook Business Park, Maybrook Road,  

Minworth. B76 1AL 
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HATHA YOGA 
 

Banners Gate 
 

Community Hall, 
 

Thursdays 10.00 -11.00 a.m. 

Beginners class £5.50 per session 

Please call Tricia on 07954 403943.  

The Banners Gate Community Hall is 
available at times during the week, including 

weekends, when we are able to re-open. 
The hall is approx. 38’ x 21’  

(11.6m x 6.4m) 
The kitchen is approx. 11’ x 7’  

(3.4m x 2.2m) 
The Jarrett room is approx. 13’ x 8’  

(4m x 2.5m) 
The ladies has 2 cubicles and a nappy 

changing table.  There is a gents/disabled 
toilet. 

The building is step-free. 
For further booking information go to: 

www.bannersgatecommunityassociation.org 

Public Speaking for Absolute 
Beginners  

by Sally Jenkins 
Tips on constructing and presenting 

all types of speeches.  
Available on Amazon or direct from 

the author: 
sallysjenkins@btinternet.com   0121 

0777 333 9214 

 

Banners Gate Community Hall 
 

Almost free (£1) Coffee Mornings 
 

From 10.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. 
on the following dates: 

 

17th March, 21 April and 19th May 

 

http://www.newhorizonscounselling.org
http://www.bannersgatecommunityassociation.org
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SWIMMING LESSONS 
for ages 4 and upwards: 

Wednesday & Friday Evenings 
Local Pools ~ All Abilities 

Badge Work ~ Qualified Instructors 
0121 353 6616 

www.swimminglessonsinsuttoncoldfield.co.uk 

Plastering internal & external 
specialist 
Includes: Dry lining  -  Plaster 
boarding  -  Artex re-skimming  -  
Replacement walls & ceilings  -  
Painting / Decorating  -  Carpentry 
 

Lee Nugent 
 

36 Banners Gate Road 
Sutton Coldfield  B73 6RX 

Office: 0121 354 5446 
Mobile: 07934 15 19 20 
Lee.nugent1@virginmedia.com 

           0 – 13 months 
    Baby Development Class 
 

Wednesdays 9.30, 11.00 and 12.30 
 

 

Music, singing, exercise, massage, signing, light 
shows, bubbles, bells, tickly feathers  and 

many more!!   For more details:  
 

Call Tracy Jones on 07753 82 56 22 
 

Email: suttoncoldfield@babysensory.co.uk 

www.rhythmcircle.co.uk 

HOME TUITION 
 

Key Stage Two SATs tuition:  
English comprehension, spelling, punctuation, and grammar.  

 

Spanish and French: leisure courses and 
exam preparation to GCSE and A-level.  

 

Tracy:  0780 329 3351 

 

Create the best party possible for your little ones 
Birthdays, Weddings, Christenings, Fetes, School Workshops, Plays and much more 

We can cater for anything including: Full Party Entertainment, Mascots, Soft Play, Bouncy Castles, Face 
Painting, 

and Pamper Parties    Facebook: Lucky Buntys Twitter: @LuckyBuntys 

mailto:Lee,nugent1@virginmedia.com
mailto:suttoncoldfield@babysensory.co.uk
http://www.rhythmcircle.co.uk
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Useful telephone numbers 

  Sutton and Kingstanding 

Police: 101 

Good Hope: 424 2000 

Outpatients: 424 2000 

NHS Health helpline: 

Call 111 it’s 24/7 

Citizens Advice 

03444 111 444 

BANNERS GATE COUNSELLING 
CENTRE 

 

Accessible and Affordable 
Counselling to Adults in the 

Community. 
The Upper Room 

St. Michael’s House 
198 Boldmere Road 

Sutton Coldfield 
Tel : 0121 354 6544 

For information or an appointment 
please ring after 10 a.m. daily, 

except Wednesday 

Gatepost always needs 
volunteers, to cover illness 
and holidays, for deliveries 

of Gatepost -  just 20 minutes 
every other month. Please 
call 605 4947 for further 

details if you think you can 
help us, when we are back to 
normal (whatever that turns 

out to be). 

DAY/TIME ACTIVITY VENUE CONTACT TEL. 

Sun  (1st) 11.00 –2.00 pm 
(1st)  4 - 7pm 

(1st) 7.00pm—8.00pm      
10.00 am 

 
1st Sunday of month 10.00-noon 

10.30 am 
 

11.00 am 
3.00—7.00 pm 

Create at Gate with K & S 
Global Communion  
Soul Yoga 
Family Communion 
 
Loveworld Church 
Family Worship 
 
Chikara Karate Kai 
Love world Church 

Community Hall 
Community Hall 
Community Hall 
St. Columba's 
 
Community Hall 
Banners Gate CC 
 
Scout Hall 
Community Hall 

Kathy Weston 
Pastor Chris     07565 
 
 
 
Ola Samuel      07565 
Nigel Willis 
 
Paul Murphy    07837 
Ola Samual       07565 

628 6651 
65 27 62 
 
354 5873 
 
65 27 62 
353 0230 
 
39 57 89 
65 27 62 

Mon       9.00  -  10.30         
11am - 1.00pm 
7.30 – 8.30 pm            

Imagi-play 
Dementia Care 
Line Dancing 

Community Hall 
Community Hall 
Community Hall 

Ellie                07919 
Barbara H-Walker 
Diane Pursall 

58 81 54 
553 6483 
747 4659 

Tues   9.15 - 12.00pm 
6.30 – 7.30 & 7.30 – 8.30  

7.45 pm 

Coffee Morning 3rd Tuesdays 
Line Dancing 
Chikara Karate Kai 

Community Hall 
Community Hall 
St. Columba's 

When they restart 
Diane Pursall 
Paul Murphy    07837 

 
747 4659 
39 57 89 

Wed   9.30, 11.00 & 12 
10.30 - 12.30 

1.00  -  2.30 
6 pm - 7pm  
7.15—8.15 

Baby Sensory 
Guide Dog Training 
Imagi-play 
Mid-week Service Bible Study 
I Yoga. Midlands 

Banners Gate CC 
Community Hall 
Community Hall 
Community Hall 
Community Hall 

Tracy Jones     0775 
 Madge Nightingale 
 Ellie                 07419             
Ola Samuel      07565 
 Angela Brookes  07939 

82 56 22 
360 0286  
58 81 54 
65 27 62 
54 73 92 

Thurs            10.00 am 
10.00—11.00 am 

12.45  -  2.45 
4.30—6.30 

6.30 – 9.45 pm 
7.15 – 10.15 pm  

(4th & 2nd alt months) 7.30 pm 
(1st) 8.00 pm 

Holy Communion 
Yoga 
Kiddibops 
Teachitright 
Zig Zag Dance Studio 
Bridge 
Townswomen's Guild 
Mothers' Union 

St. Columba's 
Community Hall 
Community Hall 
Community Hall 
St. Columba's  
Community Hall 
Banners Gate CC 
St. Columba's 

 
Tricia               07954 
Rachel             07807 
                         07809  
Warren             01902 
Sylvia Cunnington 07870 
Josie Orme 
Judith Fennell 

 
354 5873 
40 39 43 
61 43 10 
55 16 61 
897 900 
82 98 37 
352 1042 
 

Friday        10.00—noon 
12.30  -  1.30  

6.00—8.00pm 

Music Bus 
Soul Yoga   Fortnightly 
Make It Happen Dance Co 

Community Hall 
Community Hall 
Community Hall 

Sarah Stephen 07979 
 
Mario Ferko     07908 

755548 
 
51 76 84 

Sat       
 

                             

UNIFORMED ORGANISATIONS: 
Scouts:  Margaret Drummond,  33rd GSL    
353 5203    Girlguiding: Carol Gardner, 
Vesey West District Commissioner  350 7191 

BOOKING SECRETARIES: 
Community Hall mobile:  075 65 54 68 21 
Banners Gate CC - June Dadd   07443 22 65 30  
St. Columba's     -    Sallyanne Rowley 693 0084 
Scout Hall           -           A & R Talliss  353 8166 

Girlguiding gives girls and young women a voice.....has done so for 100 years.....be part of the next 100 
Could you spare 1½ hours a week to help with the St Columba’s Guide unit? Gain real satisfaction in volunteering and helping to ensure 

girls in Banners Gate aged 10 – 14 can continue to enjoy games, projects, badges and outings at Guides. 
There are also places available in both Brownie units in September for girls aged 7 or 8. 

For more information contact Carol Gardner on 350 7191. 
 

      Day/Time                   Activity                     Venue                       Contact                   Tel 
Mon 6.00 - 7.30pm   39th Brownies   St Columba's Hall  
  354 5873 
Tues 6.00 - 7.30pm   45th Brownies   St Columba's Hall     Carol Gardner  350 

33rd Sutton Coldfield Scout Group,  
H.Q. Coppice View Road 

Monday    Beavers  5.30 p.m. – 6.45 p.m. ages 6 – 8 years 
      Scouts     7.00 p.m. – 9.00 p.m. ages 10 ½ – 14 
years 
Tuesday    Beavers  5.40 p.m. – 6.40 p.m. ages 6 – 8 years 
      Cubs       7.00 p.m. – 8.30 p.m. ages 8 – 10 ½ years 
Thursday  Cubs       7.00 p.m. – 8.30 p.m. ages 8 – 10 ½ years 

Contact 0121 353 5203 

Our next meeting is on 
Thursday 21st October. 
It will be a "Get 

Together" evening with Tombola.  
The following month, on Thursday 18th 
November, "A Taste of Burlesque". 
It is held in the Westwood Hall at the 
Community Church, Westwood Road.  
In future we will be meeting on the 
third Thursday in the month at 7.00 
pm.  If you are interested in joining 
us, contact Sue Nation 354 4114. 

The 18th Sutton Coldfield West 
Scout Group and the 15th 
Sutton Coldfield West Scout 
Group have merged and are 
now named the 33rd  
Headquarters are at the Scout 
Hut, Coppice View Road.  
B73 6UE. 

 

Wanted, a Vice-Chair 
for the Forum 

The job:  mainly to 
stand in for the Chair, 
if absent, but also to 
help with  new ideas 
and to assist in 
maintaining the wide 
range of speakers we 
have for each meeting. 
For further details 
please call 605 4947. 

For details see website at www.stcolumbasbannersgate.co.uk

 

www.bannersgatechurch.com

Banners Gate Community Church on YouTube for Christmas https://youtu.be/V6NzSWHB7lU  

 

The Townswomen's Guild  

http://www.stcolumbasbannersgate.co.uk
http://www.bannersgatechurch.com
https://youtu.be/V6NzSWHB7lU

