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 Rob Pocock: BOTHERSOME BINS 
AGAIN 
It seems bin collections are never very far 
away from my job as a Vesey Ward 
Councillor and the period since Christmas 
has been no exception! It took a while for 

the service to recover from the Christmas period 
when there was a planned gap in the service on the 
Mondays which were public bank holidays in lieu of 
Christmas Day and New Year’s Day, which fell on 
weekends this year.  Then there was the winter 
Omicron Covid wave which took a lot of crewmen out 
of action into January, with more services therefore 
missed. Then just recently, as the green waste 
service started up again at the end of February, there 
has been a wave of drivers quitting the dustcarts for 
better paid work on HGV freight lorries and home 
delivery trucks, which are ‘snaffling’ trained drivers 
from other services including Council bin drivers. 
 
This has left the City Council service 17 drivers short, 
meaning 17 trucks have often simply been off the 
road. Normally the Council can plug the gap of staff 
leaving through hiring agency staff, but the same 
problem has affected them, so the Agencies are no 
longer supplying the Council with top-up drivers. The 
Council has been doing its own recruitment and 
training, it’s quite a long job to complete the training 
and HGV2 qualifications, but five newly trained drivers 
started this week, and hopefully the whole block of 17 

‘missing’ drivers will be replaced very soon. There 
seems to be a never-ending series of problems with 
the service but hopefully the latest recruitment steps 
should help. What we desperately do NOT need, is 
another spring Covid wave again! 
MOBILE TIP TRUCKS ARE COMING BACK 
One angle of the City Council’s refuse service which 
has taken a positive turn, is the introduction of the 
‘mobile tip trucks’ which are now turning up every few 
weeks at sites across the Sutton Vesey ward. The 
one held at Welshman’s Hill before Christmas was 
very popular and the next truck visit is also coming to 
the Banners Gate area shortly. It will park up on Reay 
Nadin Drive in April – if you want advance notice 
when the date is fixed just drop me an email to 
rob.pocock@birmingham.gov.uk and I’ll let you know 
when I know! 
SUTTON PARK USERS PANEL 
Finally just another thank-you to residents who have 
expressed interest in joining the Sutton Park Users 
Panel, to have a say on the future management of the 
Park. If you’ve not already let me know of your 
interest, just drop me an email and I’ll add you to the 
growing list! 

 
Alison Jolley: Commonwealth Games 
Triathlon Here’s another chance to view 
this comprehensive map detailing the 
triathlon route for the forthcoming 
Commonwealth Games. As you are 

I have decided to throw off the shackles of 40 pages and just include what I have been sent.  Adjustments will 
have to be made for the printed version. 
Following a recent enquiry, please note that the advertisements in this publication should not be taken as 
endorsements.  They are included, when space allows, free of charge, to show the wide range of products and 
services that are on offer in Vesey ward and its environs.  Many are single person ventures and a leg-up at the 
right time may be just what they need.  From the reader’s point of view, that’s you, it gives you the opportunity to 
dip into the pages and possibly see a product, or a service, or an activity you never knew you needed, right on 
your doorstep and every one a stitch in the rich tapestry which is Sutton Coldfield.  In this day and age, dealing 
locally is a good  way to go, especially considering the price of fuel.   
Talking of fuel, On 3 February, Ofgem announced the Default Tariff Cap will rise by 54% from 1 April 2022, 
so it may be an idea to take meter readings on 31st March                   Tony 
Driving and mobile use: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-60869941?at_medium=RSS&at_campaign=KARANGA 

Please be reminded that this edition of Gatepost is in pdf format.  If the text or photos are too small, you 
can enlarge them at least five times, if you are reading it on a phone or tablet, by placing two fingers on the 
screen and parting them to enlarge and bringing them together to shrink. 

 

http://www.bannersgateneighbourhoodforum.com
mailto:bgatepost@gmail.com
mailto:bgatepost@gmail.com
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 aware this event will affect all of us that live or work within Vesey Ward during the 29th and also the 
31st July. The triathlon will start with a 750 metre swim at Powell’s Pool before cycling a circuit through 
Boldmere high street and the adjoining roads, before heading back to Boldmere Gate via Monmouth 
Drive. Such a prominent race broadcast to millions over radio and T.V will certainty place Vesey Ward 
high on the map and give Sutton Coldfield a chance to show off its assets of Sutton Park and also the 
high street with its many individual shops and businesses that makes Vesey a unique place to live. As 
part of the small working party that organises the Sutton Coldfield Town Council floral displays I can 
guarantee a great floral display throughout the whole of Sutton. They will definitely be at the forefront of 
each and every media commentary during this auspicious occasion that our Royal Town is proud to 
host.               
Alison Jolley. alison.jolley@suttoncoldfieldtowncouncil.gov.uk 

Kath Scott:  Greetings Gatepost 
readers, I do hope you are all 
well.  
  
We now have many Community 

Groups looking out for our green spaces 
across Vesey Ward.  These include Friends 
of the Boldmere Spinney, Friends of Mossy 
Bank, Friends of Boldmere & Banners 
Gate.  Now, we have residents interested in 
starting a Friends of Princess Alice Park… If 
you are interested in joining in, please get in 
touch..  kath.scott@birmingham.gov.uk  
  
Secondary School places have now been 
allocated and we await the allocation of 
Primary Places in April.  I have a lot of 
experience supporting residents with 

admissions issues; if you have any queries or 
need support during these primary 
admissions round, please contact 
me  kath.scott@birmingham.gov.uk 
  
Finally, a reminder that any family facing 
challenges can now be supported through the 
Family Connect Scheme.  

BCP has set up a voluntary sector Locality 
Lead and multi-agency staff from a range of 
services.  The ten Locality Leads have close 
relationships with partners and communities, 
so they can help the whole family. 

For example: provide family support, give 
advice and guidance including linking to food 
banks, connect families to the professionals 

mailto:alison.jolley@suttoncoldfieldtowncouncil.gov.uk
mailto:kath.scott@birmingham.gov.uk
mailto:kath.scott@birmingham.gov.uk


Cllr. Robert Pocock,  rob.pocock@birmingham.gov.uk,  tel: 0121 303 2039 (Labour Group Office), Council 
House, Victoria Square, Birmingham B1 1BB.  Advice Bureau: Boldmere Library, 11.00 a.m. – 12.00 p.m. 
First Saturday of the Month.   
Cllr. Kath Scott, kath.scott@birmingham.gov.uk tel: 0121 303 2039 (Labour Group Office), Council House, 
Victoria Square, Birmingham B1 1BB.  Advice Bureau: Boldmere Library, LAST Thursday of each month 
from 2.00 - 3.00 p.m. at Boldmere Library.  

Now that the weather is improving and, for better or for 
worse, we can move around freely, especially outdoors, we 
would like to return to normal with the playing fields. 

For starters we would like to know how many supporters we 
have, how many originals we have lost and how many 
newbies we have to welcome.  To that end, please get in 
touch either by email or phone so that we know the 
numbers and can go on to plan our activities.  We have the 

funds and the ideas, but more ideas are always welcome.  So come and join us by putting in 
your few penn’orth and making a lasting difference for the field’s users, which may well be you.  
Thank you. 

Email bgatepost@gmail.com or call 0121 605 4947 or 07976 550 420. 

Friends of King George V Playing Fields  

 who can support them and coordinate the 
help, support early help assessments, 
connect families into the local community 
resources to help families to be more 
resilient, and give small grants for emergency 
food assistance. 

This service has both professional and self-
referral options.  Therefore, if you feel that 
you or your family require any help and wish 

to connect to support around a range of 
needs for all family members, get support for 
a child, or young person(s) you can fill out the 
Family Connect form. (link below). 

www.localofferbirmingham.co.uk/
professionals-and-education-settings/
birmingham-childrens-partnership/
birmingham-childrens-partnership-resources/ 

Puns are a little like Marmite, you either love them or hate them—so here goes 
 

1. I tried to catch some fog, but I mist. 
  
2. When chemists die, they barium. 
  
3. Jokes about German sausage are the wurst. 
  
4. I know a guy who's addicted to brake fluid, but he says he can stop any time. 
  
5. How does Moses make his tea? Hebrews it. 
  
6. I stayed up all night to see where the sun went. Then it dawned on me. 
  
7. This girl said she recognized me from the vegetarian club, but I'd never met  
 herbivore. 
  
8. I'm reading a book about anti-gravity. I can't put it down. 
  
9. I did a theatrical performance about puns. It was a play on words. 
  
10. At the hospital they told me I had type A blood, but it was a type-O. 
  
11. A dyslexic man walks into a bra. 
  
12. Class trip to the Coca-Cola factory-- I hope there's no pop quiz. 
  
13. The Energizer bunny arrested and charged with battery. 
  
14. The old man didn't like his beard at first. Then it grew on him.  
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The Queen’s Jubilee 2022  
 

In 2022, Her Majesty The Queen will become the first British Monarch to celebrate a Platinum 
Jubilee, seventy years of service , having acceded to the throne on the 6th February 1952. 

Throughout the celebration year Her Majesty and members of the Royal Family will travel around 
the Country to undertake a variety of engagements to mark this historic occasion. 

The focal point of the Platinum Jubilee celebrations will be the Jubilee Weekend in June 2022. 

There will be an extended bank holiday from Thursday 2nd June to Sunday 5th June. 

This Bank Holiday Weekend will provide an opportunity for communities and people throughout 
the United Kingdom to come together to  celebrate this historic milestone. 

Details of the official arrangements can be found at ; 

https://www.royal.uk/platinum-jubilee-central-weekend. 

But briefly the arrangements are as follows; 

Thursday 2nd June  

The Queen’s Birthday Parade  - Trooping the Colour.  1400 Soldiers,  200 Horses and 400 
Musicians will parade from Buckingham Palace along the Mall to Horse Guards Parade. 

There will be a number of Jubilee Beacons lit across the Country as well as in  the Capital Cities 
of Commonwealth Countries. 

Friday 3rd June 

There will be a Service of Thanksgiving in St Pauls Cathedral. 

Saturday 4th June 

The Queen will attend the Derby at Epsom Downs. 

Later there will be a Platinum Party at Buckingham Palace. 

The BBC will produce a live concert to celebrate the most significant and joyous events in the 
Queen’s seventy year reign. 

Sunday 5th June    The BIG JUBILEE LUNCH 

People are invited to share friendship , food and fun with neighbours by holding local street 
parties. 

Lunch can be big or small, with street parties, picnics, tea and cakes, barbeques. 

The culmination of the Celebratory Weekend will be a Platinum Jubilee Pageant. 

This will feature over 5000 people from across the United Kingdom and the Commonwealth and 
will be held against the backdrop of Buckingham Palace. The Pageant will feature Street Art/ 
Theatre / Circus/Carnival and costume . 

I hope everyone in our Royal Town will get involved and start planning now for this wonderful 
occasion. 

Cllr Terry Wood 

ICYMI.  At least one street in Banners Gate is planning a party.  Why don’t you? 

https://www.royal.uk/platinum-jubilee-central-weekend
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Hello from St Columba’s  
 
Like many, I was very moved by a conversation I saw replayed on Twitter between, Ros Atkins and 

Lyse Doucet, both BBC correspondents who are reporting on the current war in Ukraine. Lyse 

responded to a question Ross asked about the golden dome that appears in the background as she 

continues to report from Ukraine. 

“Ah yes, Lyse replied, “isn’t it beautiful? It’s St Sophias, where the bells ring out. When we used to 

have another position, it was St Michaels Cathedral, absolutely beautiful. 

 And before the invasion these glittering domes used to be golden and they lit up the night in this 

city. But I have to tell you, the bells of St Michaels still chime on the hour, the bells a reassuring, on 

the clock, message across this city that all that is not lost and that perhaps someday this country 

will resume its rhythms and rituals. 

 Every time I hear the bells of St Michael it reminds me of another time, and it sends a message 

right across this country. Because across this country, the monasteries that are still standing, the 

bells, the bells they toll for Ukraine.” 

Lyse’s words have stayed with me all week, they have reminded me of the need for hope. If those 

ringing the bells at St Michaels can hold to hope, even in the most horrific of circumstances, then 

so can we. 

 

At St Columba’s we often describe Lent as a time 

of ‘waiting in the wilderness.’ Lent gives us time 

to reflect, to grieve, to rage, to hope, to be 

honest with God (ourselves as well!) and 

throughout it all to trust that we are not alone.  

And the wonderful thing about Lent is that we 

know it will end with Easter celebrations. We 

already know the end of our story, the 

resurrection of Jesus gives each one of us the 

promise of new beginnings, a new life and a 

fresh start. 

So, this year we will be honouring our Lent and 

Easter rhythms and rituals; remembering that 

many others around the world are currently 

unable to do so. As ever, you are most welcome 

to join with us. 

Revd Beccy: vicar.bannersgate@gmail.com 

0121 354 5873 

www.stcolumbasbannersgate@gmail.com 

mailto:vicar.bannersgate@gmail.com


 

http://www.suttonparkprimary.co.uk/images/ 
Newsletter_16.2.2022.pdf 
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St. George’s Day 

QUIZ 

Calling all Quizzers!  Banners Gate Community Association's   

St. George’s Day Quiz with Fish & Chip Supper 

has been a casualty of Covid for the last two years, 

but if there is sufficient interest, it may revive! 

Possible dates under consideration are  

Saturday 23rd April or Saturday 30th April. 

If we go ahead, tickets would be £8 each and would include  

fish supper, all condiments, rolls and butter, and unlimited tea 

and coffee. 

Proceeds towards community celebrations of the Platinum 

Jubilee. 

To express interest, call Tracy on 0780 329 3351. 

To warm you up, here are ten song titles in which the missing word is a number. 
 

1.  _ _ _ _ _    _ _ _ _ _ _   street.         

2.  _ _ _ _ _    _ _ _ _   minutes from Broadway. 

3.   _ _ _ _ _ _    _ _ _   tears. 

4. The night has a  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _   eyes.  

5. Oh! You   _ _ _ _ _ _ _   dollar baby.  

6. No! No! A   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _   times no!  

7. On a bicycle made for _ _ _. 

8. _ _ _   night of love. 

9. Route   _ _ _ _ _    _ _ _. 

10.  _ _ _ _ _ _ _   _ _ _   trombones.        Answers on page 30 

7 
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Commonwealth Games Update 

In the last issue of Gate Post, I was able to 
let you all know about the route for the 
Triathlon, the designated walking routes 
from train stations for spectators and a 
general overview.  In this month’s issue, I’m 
able to give you a bit more information. 
As you will see from the graphic, the 
Triathlon takes place on Friday 29th July and 
Sunday 31st July.  The triathletes will also be 
out cycling the route for familiarisation on 
Wednesday 27th July and Saturday 30th July. 
There will be 2,000 ticketed spectators at 
Boldmere Gate on each of the Triathlon days 
and an estimated 20-30,000 non-ticketed 
spectators, most of whom will be around 
the cycling route.  
If you’ve not seen a Triathlon before, then 

the graphic below will help to understand 

what each athlete will endure: 

 

 

 

 

 

The mixed team 
relay is expected to be a particularly spectacular event with elite men, women and visually impaired men 
and women forming a team of 4.  For the cycling route, each of the 4 athletes will complete one 5km 
circuit around the streets of Boldmere.   
 
The graphic below shows the cycling route in detail:  

Continued ... 



 
This once in a lifetime event where Boldmere is on the world stage will inevitably cause some disruption.  I 

can now share with you an overview of roads that will be affected by road closures and other restrictions.   

All roads on the Triathlon route 

will be closed.  In addition to 

this, the roads highlighted in 

red will also be closed: 

All residents in these roads will 

be contacted and given details 

of how to apply for a permit to 

exit their road before and after 

the events.  Emergency 

services will still have access 

and registered carers will be 

able to gain access by showing 

their ID.  Residents will need to 

apply for permits for non-

registered carers. 

The roads marked in blue will have a similar permit scheme in place and the roads marked in orange will 

have a no stopping restriction in place: 

Permit access only: 
Monmouth Drive  
    (between Stonehouse Road & Somerville Road) 
Morven Road  
    (between Monmouth Drive & Roxburgh Road) 
Stonehouse Road (Boldmere Gate) 

 

Continued ... 
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There will be a diversion that runs from the Chester Road North at Banners Gate, along Chester Road, 
then Birmingham Road at The Yenton, through to Jockey Road at The Horse and Jockey.  As locals, you 
will of course be able to work out some of the quicker routes that avoid the junctions at Chester Road 
Baptist Church and The Yenton, or you’ll be leaving your car on the drive and enjoying the fun of the 
Triathlon. 

In future updates, I’d like to let you know about exciting projects that will be delivered through 
Commonwealth Games funding, details of how you can brighten up your front gardens to celebrate the 
Commonwealth Games,  the Queen’s Baton Relay and further details relating to times and restrictions 
for those affected by road closures. 

To stay up-to-date with information about the Commonwealth Games and other news in Boldmere, 
please sign up to our newsletter at www.boldmere.org/newsletter and if you would like to volunteer to 
join our Commonwealth Games working party then please drop Paul Long an email to 
paul@boldmere.org indicating how you think you could help with preparations and how you could help 
on Triathlon days. 

Here’s the quiz for all the family.  Every fourth question starts a different subject starting with 
General Knowledge, then Sports, Music, Films/TV, History, Science.   Answers on page 30. 
 

1. What is the world’s largest land mammal? 

2. Rio de Janeiro is a city in which South American country? 

3. Which Middle Eastern city is also the name of a type of artichoke? 

4. With which sport is Silverstone most associated? 

5. The traditional Claret Jug is the trophy awarded to the winner of which annual sporting event? 

6. Who, in 1991, became the first driver to win the first four races of a Formula One grand prix season? 

7. Which former England football international goalkeeper of the 1940s became a journalist and was killed 
in the Manchester United Munich air disaster? 

8. Tennis. The two girls who won the women’s doubles for the USA at the 1992 Olympic Games had the 
same surname. What name? 

9. ‘With the lights out, it’s less dangerous. Here we are now, entertain us.’ 

10. ‘Love forever, love is free, let’s turn forever you and me. Windmill, windmill for the land. Is everybody 
in?’ 

11. ‘Rent a flat above a shop, cut your hair and get a job. Smoke some fags and play some pool, pretend 
you never went to school.’ 

12. ‘You must understand though, the touch of your hand makes my pulse react.’ 

13. Which British actor died whilst still filming his supporting role in Ridley Scott’s Gladiator? 

14. ‘The Godfather’ was released in 1972; who played the title role? 

15. What is the name of the villain in the first Superman movie (1980) played by Gene Hackman? 

16. Which British actor won a Golden Globe and an Emmy for his work in the HBO drama series 
‘Homeland’? 

17. 1 August 1990 saw 100,000 Iraqi troops invade which neighbouring state, sparking off the first Gulf 
War? 

18. On 19 August 1968, Soviet tanks rolled into which country? 

19. In which month of which year did the Japanese bomb Pearl Harbour? 

20. Which empire, led by which charismatic general, conquered a vast part of Europe (Hungary, most of 
Ukraine, much of Germany and Poland and parts of the Balkans) in the fifth century, before the empire 
dissolved just as quickly after the death of the leader? 

21. Roughly what proportion of their DNA do humans and chimpanzees share: 77%, 92% or 98.5%? 

22. What name is given to a biological process that sets itself naturally to a 24 hours cycle? 

23. Which side of the brain would be mostly used to evaluate whether a new wardrobe fits into the space 
available in a bedroom? 

24. What was the name of the spaceship from which the final lunar landing took place and in which year 
was it? 

… continued 
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Work has started on Sutton Coldfield Charitable Trust’s almshouses, which are 
undergoing an £850,000 refurbishment to upgrade bathrooms and kitchens. 
  
The almshouses, which are a mix of bungalows and flats, are located at Lingard House 
in Walmley, Sutton Coldfield and are designed for older people, currently housing 52 
residents. 
  
The two-year project, which has been fully funded by the Trust, will see the 
refurbishment of 24 homes completed by the end of June. The second phase of 
renovation of 22 homes will start in 2023. 

 

https://www.suttoncoldfieldcharitabletrust.com/


12 

 As we approach Easter, I am mindful of a true story regarding a five-
year-old grandson. Grandma was looking after the three grandchildren 
over the Easter weekend, and had organised activities to entertain them 

all. She was brilliant with them, and had them 
making Easter bonnets and painting eggs, 
helping her baking hot cross buns along with 
storytelling about Easter and its meaning. The 
following week Grandma asked her young 
grandson what he remembered about Easter. 
His reply after some deep thought was ‘’ 
Jesus dies on the Friday and comes back as a 
hot cross bun on Monday’’ Out of the mouths 
of babes eh!   
Another true story involved a friend’s five-year

-old grandson. One Friday the child came downstairs for breakfast along 
with his older brother. The older brother had the day off due to a 
teacher’s training day so had no uniform on, the younger brother also no 
uniform. His Mother said to the young son, why haven’t you got your 
school uniform on. He replied ‘’ Same as my brother Mom 
no school today’’ she immediately told him ‘’you’re at a 
different school go and get your uniform on nice try ’’ He 
stormed off in a huff and was taken very reluctantly to 
school by his Mom.  
On picking him up from school she reported to her husband 
later that evening that she had a very grown-up 
conversation with their son when he came out of school 
and sat in the car.  
She said ‘’Well how did you get on at school today’’ his 
reply, bearing in mind he was only five-year-old, he said in 
a matter-of-fact tone ‘’ I have had the worst day of my life; I 
hope when I get home, I have a more pleasant evening’’ 
She was so shell shocked she had to choke you back the 
laughter. On a later occasion she was scolding him saying ‘’ Who do you 
think you are’’ his reply ‘’I am Jake, and you are my Mother’’    
                             Eric Jones March 2022           

Ed’s (California) and friends’ thoughts 

1. When one door closes and another door opens, you are probably in prison. 
2. To me, "drink responsibly" means don't spill it. 
3. Age 60 might be the new 40, but 9:00 pm is the new midnight.
4. Remember, if you lose a sock in the dryer, it comes back as a Tupperware 
 lid that doesn't fit any of your containers. 
5. The older I get, the earlier it gets late. 
6. When I say, "The other day," I could be referring to any time between 
 yesterday and 15 years ago. 
7. I remember being able to get up without making sound effects. 
8. I had my patience tested. I'm negative. 

Another in the Life and Times of Eric 
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Here are a few cartoons to help you keep up with our friends over the pond. 

 

Views of  
some of 
the news 
through 
Hazel’s 
WhatsApp  
messages. 
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PRESS RELEASE 
 

For immediate release 
 
 

Shakespeare in Sutton - FOLIO’s fun festival for all 
 

Shakespeare in Sutton - FOLIO’s fun festival for all Sutton Coldfield residents will get a rare opportunity 

to see a world treasure, first-hand and on their doorstep as part of a special arts festival in April 2022: 
FOLIO Sutton Coldfield will be hosting an event in Sutton Coldfield Library to see an original 
Shakespeare First Folio, and one that belongs to the people of Birmingham, the first collected works of 

William Shakespeare, published 399 years ago. Appropriately, this takes place on the Bard’s birthday, 

April 23!  
 
This is just one of more than 20 events in 9 different venues around the town across April as part of 

Shakespeare in Sutton, FOLIO’s fun festival for all (https://shakespeareinsutton.org.uk/). WIth film 

showings and the chance to meet Falstaff, music performances and a newly commissioned map of Sutton 
in the time of Shakespeare, spoken word and street theatre, community group collaborations, costumes, 
competitions, local history events and online literature talks there really is something for everyone.  
 
Booking is now open for all events and activities (9 -30 April) which require booking (some events are 
drop-in). Over 400 free tickets for different events were booked in the first weekend after publishing the 
full programme.  

Shakespeare’s First Folio is being displayed thanks to FOLIO’s collaboration with the ‘Everything to 

Everybody’ Project, an ambitious celebration of one of the UK’s most important cultural assets: the vast 

Shakespeare Memorial Library housed within the Library of Birmingham.  
                            Continued…... 
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Birmingham’s copy of the First Folio is unique because it is the only one bought with the aim of 

improving people’s lives through culture and education. It was purchased in 1881 for all the people of 

Birmingham - no matter their background, wealth or occupation and with the First Folio Tour the 
Everything to Everybody project wants to take this resource to as many people as possible. The First 
Folio’s first outing is to Sutton Coldfield Library. It is then touring across Birmingham over the next two 
years with stops at a range of locations including the Black Country Living Museum, Sense Touchbase 
Pears, Selly Manor, Highbury Hall, Gap Arts and The Hive in the Jewellery Quarter. The Folio will visit 
more locations in 2023. 
 
In order to ensure as many people as possible can view the Folio, which will be open on the page of 
Henry IV part 1 which mentions Sutton Coldfield, people are advised to book a timed slot to visit Sutton 
Coldfield Library on April 23. That day will also see historical dance and music performances, a family 
puppet making session, a display of costumes from the Royal Shakespeare Company and other activities 
suitable for all ages to have fun with Shakespeare.  
 
The streets of Sutton will also be coming to life on April 23 with walking performances, full of 
surprises, of the specially commission ‘Shakespeare Undone’ but the Natural Theatre Company. 
 
FOLIO’s festival kicks off on April 9 with creative writing and spoken word performance workshops in 
Sutton Coldfield Library, with participants able to take open mic slots at Mouthpieces, a spoken word 
special in Highbury Theatre, on April 29, with headliners including Jemima Hughes and Dreadlock 
Alien.  
 
A brand new map of Sutton in the time of Shakespeare by Sutton Coldfield born children’s book 
illustrator John Shelley will be on display in the Gracechurch Centre, whilst local expert Dr Mike 
Hodder will give a talk (Holy Trinity Church,April 20) and a guided walk (meeting at Vesey Gardens, 
April 30) on the same topic. 
 
Shakespeare experts Dr Simon May and Ella May McGrail will be giving online talks about different 
aspects of the plays of the greatest writer in English. Local theatre groups The Highbury Players and 
Raw Talent Youth Theatre will be performing their own takes on the bard. Sutton Coldfield Movie 
Maker’s brand new feature film, Falstaff - a Naughty Knight in Sutton Coldfield - will receive its 
premier during the festival. 
 

Liz Parry, FOLIO Trustee, said: ““Although the main focus is Sutton library, one of the lovely things 

about the festival is that events are happening in several different places, giving people an opportunity to 
see parts of our town that they may not have visited before.” 
 
Jenny Wilkinson, FOLIO Trustee said: “I am particularly excited by the wide range of different 
activities we have on offer - written and spoken word, art, music, dance, drama. There really is 
something for everyone.” 
 
Noran FLynn, FOLIO Trustee said: “The Shakespeare festival is bringing a range of exciting activities 
to Sutton Coldfield that will be accessible to everyone. It is amazing to think our town featured in 
Shakespeare’s writings and that we are now celebrating that in 2022 !” 
 
 
The full festival programme can be found at https://shakespeareinsutton.org.uk/ 
 
FOLIO Sutton Coldfield is very grateful to all our funders of the festival, in particular the Royal Sutton 
Coldfield Town Council. 
 
Images available at https://drive.google.com/drive/
folders/1cVtG_lkVYWJ_GVBFR2aMEf2caaoq9uQ5?usp=sharing.  
1. Shakespeare in Sutton Logo 
2. The First Folio held by the Shakespeare Memorial Library (please credit: Everything to Everybody) 
3. Gloriana Living History 
4. Passamezzo (please credit: Eric Richmond ) 
5. Raw Talent Youth Theatre  
6. Film poster for Falstaff - a Naughty Knight in Sutton Coldfield (please credit: Sutton Coldfield Movie 
Makers) 

https://shakespeareinsutton.org.uk/
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1cVtG_lkVYWJ_GVBFR2aMEf2caaoq9uQ5?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1cVtG_lkVYWJ_GVBFR2aMEf2caaoq9uQ5?usp=sharing


 

Vacancies… 
 

If you have a couple of hours to spare, once a month, to attend our 
friendly local meetings, and discuss ways to make a difference in our 
community, we would love to hear from you.  You may have expertise 
such as IT, or just enthusiasm to support our team, which will be great, 
especially now Covid restrictions have been lifted for us all. 

 

Contact the secretary at: P.Brown148@btinternet.com 
 

Also, look out for our next PUBLIC MEETING, which we are delighted 
can now resume, face to face, with our friends and neighbours, as 

before, in our Community Hall, Emscote Drive, Wylde Green, 673 SNE.  
It will be good to see everyone again and share community matters, 

hopefully this May, date to be arranged. Watch this space. 

Here are other areas of Birmingham. where are they? 
 
1.  Monarch not sitting.  2.  Leader of the Blackshirts.   3.  On the roof and angry.  
4.  Pear drink in a pub.  5.  Frozen rain is on an incline.  6.  Untamed and 
colourful.  7.  Sounds like all the food was left (near Brum).  8.  A little Tory Prime 
Minister.  9.  Colourful land drain.  10.  Where teddies have their picnic.  11.  
Sounds seriously unwell.  12.  Entrance or stately home with colour.  13.  
Condiment with a meadow.  14.  Brick fence for everyone.  15.  Openly or a name 
clearly spoken.  16.  The cost of five fingers and a palm.  17.  Incline after a fiery 
particle.  18.  A compass point will find this pasture.  19.  An ancient blackcurrent.  
20.  Blood sucking meadow. 

Answers 

Kingstanding  Moseley  Tilecross  Perry Barr  SnowHill  Wylde Green  Nuneaton  Small Heath  Redditch 
Bearwood  Gravelley Hill  Hall Green  Saltley  Walsall  Frankley  Handsworth  Sparkhill  Northfield  Oldbury  Lichfield  

16 

mailto:P.Brown148@btinternet.com


17 

 
 
 

This week, discover some of the amazing wildlife that makes its home on RSPB nature reserves. 
 
Meet the ultra-marathon flyers, Arctic terns, that fly from Antarctica to the Arctic and back again 
every year. Find out how one nest site went from zero birds one year to almost 3,000 the next. 
 
Or read about the gentle giants who go to extraordinary lengths to care for their babies and get to 
know the fen raft spiders that live on RSPB Strumpshaw Fen in Norfolk. 
 
It's thanks to supporters like you that we’re able to manage these special places for nature, giving a 
home to over 18,500 species. 
 
So, enjoy a taste of our latest Wildlife on Nature Reserves report and marvel at some wonderful 
creatures.  
 
 

 
 
Siân Duncan 
Notes on Nature editor 

 

View Online 
Don't miss Notes on Nature 

Add us to your safe senders list  

Amazing wildlife 

 

Wildlife to wow you 

https://view.email.rspb.org.uk/?qs=8f706fb4c4c87f6769edbc8403daa6e88222ad383aa7c4965e20de8f5c3c1fb2e00e57c09dca7a4a4274c817f2f0ffc6da233abe3dead86d0051324dc2c004e95955b2bd171e6a617fcf92b54827acd65108bc72ccf693a2
https://www.rspb.org.uk/our-work/rspb-news/rspb-news-stories/intriguing-species/?utm_source=notes_on_nature_20220319&utm_medium=email&utm_term=&utm_content=button-information-bird-arctic-tern-top-power-full&utm_campaign=notes_on_nature&sourcecode=&cta_sour
https://www.rspb.org.uk/our-work/rspb-news/rspb-news-stories/intriguing-species/?utm_source=notes_on_nature_20220319&utm_medium=email&utm_term=&utm_content=button-information-top-headline&utm_campaign=notes_on_nature&sourcecode=&cta_sourcecode=&moduleconte


 
 
 
 
 

15 ways to cut fuel 
costs 

 
With petrol, diesel and electricity 

prices all at record highs, making 

the most of whatever fuel powers 

your car is is more important than 

ever. While avoiding expensive 

petrol stations is a good way to reduce the cost of filling up, you can also save by making 

small changes to how you drive. We've put together our top tips to improve your car's 

efficiency and cut your fuel costs.  

Scam Alert service 
12 emerging fraud threats to watch out for 

A recent Office for National Statistics report shows that fraud now accounts for 40% of all 

crimes recorded. 

Scammers have exploited our fear and confusion, whether by impersonating the 

government to offer fake Covid-19 grants, setting up fake NHS websites to steal card 

details, or posing as delivery companies to target online shoppers. 

We reveal what the latest data from Action Fraud tells us about fraudsters' tactics and the 

12 emerging threats we all need to watch out for. 

 

A WhatsApp message asked for money, but it was a scam 

One parent was conned out of £3,600 in the WhatsApp impersonation scam. Even after 

several weeks spent investigating, their bank initially refused to refund them. But we 

thought that shouldn’t be the end of the matter. 

This story shows what a lottery the reimbursement process can be for scam victims, even 

with the voluntary code designed to protect them. We also explain how to get your money 

backfrom your bank if you've been deceived. 
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http://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=95d0de30361bf8f1e06311d04565ba38a9402340d7ce8cb334cfd1cf48c3c38db6836a839d826a31ccb2361260a0240b43d0025e0656e216545ef1a4e91962a6
http://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=95d0de30361bf8f1e06311d04565ba38a9402340d7ce8cb334cfd1cf48c3c38db6836a839d826a31ccb2361260a0240b43d0025e0656e216545ef1a4e91962a6
https://www.which.co.uk/news/2022/03/the-12-emerging-fraud-threats-to-watch-out-for/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=engagingnetworks&utm_campaign=ScamAlert240322&utm_content=Scam+alert+240322
http://ca.engagingnetworks.app/page/email/click/2249/5822210?email=M3OwOgI8sHQy4wt%2FN%2BTkRlESkN1MQhKC&campid=TkLzJBTAZJGha0eWUOvjsw==
https://www.which.co.uk/news/2022/03/my-son-sent-me-a-whatsapp-message-asking-for-money-but-it-was-a-scam-can-i-get-my-money-back/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=engagingnetworks&utm_campaign=ScamAlert240322&utm_content=Scam+alert+240322
http://ca.engagingnetworks.app/page/email/click/2249/5822211?email=M3OwOgI8sHQy4wt%2FN%2BTkRlESkN1MQhKC&campid=TkLzJBTAZJGha0eWUOvjsw==
http://ca.engagingnetworks.app/page/email/click/2249/5822211?email=M3OwOgI8sHQy4wt%2FN%2BTkRlESkN1MQhKC&campid=TkLzJBTAZJGha0eWUOvjsw==


   

Fake Currys emails 
 

Two emails purporting to have been sent by Currys have been confirmed as fakes by the 

retailer. As wonderful as it would be, Currys isn’t offering you a £500 voucher or a free 

Dyson V11 to ‘reward your feedback’. 

Rather, it’s an attempt to send you through to third-party sites that will likely eventually 

request sensitive information. Here’s what they look like. 

 

Royal Mail chatbox scam 

 
Scammers have stepped up a gear in what is a new twist on delivery scams where the 

perpetrators create fake chatbots that sneakily sign victims up for expensive monthly 

subscriptions. It starts by sending phishing emails impersonating Royal Mail that invite 

you to ‘start a chat’ to trace or reschedule a delivery. 

The fake Royal Mail chatbot is plausible as it lists a delivery tracking number and shares 

an image of a parcel, explaining that the ‘label was damaged’, to convince you to 

reschedule the delivery. 

Read more about how the chatbox scam works, who’s behind it and how to protect 

yourself. 

 

There’s now a much easier way to make us aware of scams directly with our scam sharer 

tool. Tell us your experiences of phishing emails, fake texts, cold calls and other types of 

fraud. 

Stay safe, 

Which? scam alert team 

PS Please share this information with your friends, family and neighbours – anyone who 

may find it helpful. Alternatively, they can sign up here to receive this directly to their 

inbox. 
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https://conversation.which.co.uk/scams/currys-fake-phishing-emails/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=engagingnetworks&utm_campaign=ScamAlert120322&utm_content=Scam+alert+120322
http://ca.engagingnetworks.app/page/email/click/2249/5804987?email=M3OwOgI8sHQy4wt%2FN%2BTkRlESkN1MQhKC&campid=TkLzJBTAZJGha0eWUOvjsw==
https://www.which.co.uk/news/2022/03/watch-out-for-this-royal-mail-chatbot-scam/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=engagingnetworks&utm_campaign=ScamAlert170322&utm_content=Scam+alert+170322+
http://ca.engagingnetworks.app/page/email/click/2249/5812249?email=M3OwOgI8sHQy4wt%2FN%2BTkRlESkN1MQhKC&campid=TkLzJBTAZJGha0eWUOvjsw==
http://ca.engagingnetworks.app/page/email/click/2249/5804990?email=M3OwOgI8sHQy4wt%2FN%2BTkRlESkN1MQhKC&campid=TkLzJBTAZJGha0eWUOvjsw==
http://ca.engagingnetworks.app/page/email/click/2249/5804990?email=M3OwOgI8sHQy4wt%2FN%2BTkRlESkN1MQhKC&campid=TkLzJBTAZJGha0eWUOvjsw==
http://ca.engagingnetworks.app/page/email/click/2249/5804991?email=M3OwOgI8sHQy4wt%2FN%2BTkRlESkN1MQhKC&campid=TkLzJBTAZJGha0eWUOvjsw==
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  gap.huboffice@gmail.com 

ICYMI 

mailto:gap.huboffice@gmail.com
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Sutton Coldfield Town Hall is the NHS 
vaccination centre in Sutton Coldfield. On this 
page, you will find important information and 
frequently asked questions about the new 

vaccination centre.  
Sutton Coldfield Town Hall is working in-line with the NHS to keep 
this page accurate and up to date. The centre is run by the Sutton 
Coldfield Group Practice and operates in The Bedford Suite past the Clock Tower.  The 
Group practice also offers Flu jabs by appointment to eligible patients. 
For all information from the NHS website please click here! 
The NHS will let you know when it’s your turn to be vaccinated. It’s important not to 
contact the NHS for a vaccination before then. 
The new dates for April were not available.  So to book online call 119 or go to: https://
www.nhs.uk/book-covid-booster.  For walk-in go to: https://www.nhs.uk/vaccine-walk-in 

 

 

https://www.veseypractice.co.uk/
https://www.veseypractice.co.uk/
https://www.birminghamandsolihullcovidvaccine.nhs.uk/what-you-need-to-know/
https://www.nhs.uk/book-covid-booster
https://www.nhs.uk/book-covid-booster
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/find-a-walk-in-coronavirus-covid-19-vaccination-site/
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Book online or Box Office 0121 355 5355. Mon, Tues, Thursday, Fri. 7:30 - 9:00.  

 

 

Box Office: 0121 355 5355 
 

Email: info@suttonartstheatre.co.uk 
 

                                   HOME   ABOUT US   BOOKING   JOIN US   LINKS   PRODUCTION REVIEWS 

 

DO YOU KNOW THAT FOR EACH PRODUCTION WE DO IT TAKES A MINIMUM OF 

15 VOLUNTEERS PER NIGHT… AND THAT DOESN’T INCLUDE THE ACTORS! 

Acting, Directing, Musical Theatre, Backstage, Stage Management, Props, Set 
Building, Maintenance, Bar, Box Office, Coffee/Programme Selling, Sweets, Costume & 

Dressmaking, Front of House, Fundraising, Publicity, Lighting, Sound 
 

IF YOU ARE A MEMBER AND ARE INTERSTED IN HELPING US WITH ANY OF THE ABOVE PLEASE LET US KNOW.  

https://suttonartstheatre.savoysystems.co.uk/SuttonArtsTheatre.dll/
mailto:info@suttonartstheatre.co.uk
http://www.suttonartstheatre.co.uk/
http://www.suttonartstheatre.co.uk/about-us/
http://www.suttonartstheatre.co.uk/booking/
http://www.suttonartstheatre.co.uk/join-us/
http://www.suttonartstheatre.co.uk/links/
http://www.suttonartstheatre.co.uk/previous-productions/
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TicketSource 

  http://highburytheatre.co.uk/ 

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/whats-on/sutton-coldfield/highbury-theatre-centre
http://highburytheatre.co.uk/
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  http://highburytheatre.co.uk/ 

TicketSource 

http://highburytheatre.co.uk/
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/whats-on/sutton-coldfield/highbury-theatre-centre
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birminghamhippodrome.com 
               0844 338 5000 

https://www.birminghamhippodrome.com/
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I asked 
for early 
flowers 
and Hazel 
sent me 
these 
three. 
Thank 
you, 
Hazel. 

Camellia Pink rose Chrysanthemums 
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STREETLY FLOWER ARRANGERS’ CLUB 

We meet monthly 2nd Tuesday 2.30pm 

at Streetly Community Centre,Foley Rd.East B74 3HR. 

Why not join us - we are a friendly, enthusiastic Club 

'Bringing People & Flowers Together'. 

Next meeting Tuesday 12th April - 

- Demonstration with Jean Fordham  ' A Jewellery Collection’ . 

Further details : Chris Reeves tel : 0121 354 6264. 

 The Sutton Coldfield Fuchsia & Gardening Guild 
 

At the March meeting we welcomed back an old member Jim Beveridge, who had been a member of the club for 
many years before moving out to live in the delightful countryside of Staffordshire. Jim has grown and shown 
fuchsias for more years than he would admit to, but had stepped back from showing over the last couple of 
years, due to the time commitment required, and not having a holiday in over ten years for fear of leaving his 
plants! Jim took us through all aspects of growing, starting with taking cuttings. March is a perfect time for taking 
cuttings as they grow so quickly at this time of year. Whether you have a greenhouse, or just a kitchen window 
sill, cuttings can be taken in small pots or cells and given good, but not direct sunlight, will root within 10 to 14 
days. It always amazes me that a small 1cm cutting taken in March, can become a large plant by summertime. 
Much to the members delight, he bought along several trays of plants for sale. Needless to say, these quickly 
disappeared! We very much hope that Jim will come and see us again next year, when hopefully the quality of 
his jokes can be worked on. 
We have reintroduced our monthly competition, and this month was a spring planted container. We were 
delighted when about twelve members bought along an entry, and what a fabulous display they made. All 
members get to vote on their favourite, and these votes are carried on through the year. At the end of the year 
the winner takes home a garden centre voucher, but it's all fun, and gives our members experience of putting a 
plant on the bench for show. 
Next month, we are very excited to welcome Stan and Vicki from Craig House Cacti. Anyone who watches 
Chelsea each year will have spotted these pair, as they often wear matching suits made from material 
resplendent with cacti plants. They will be talking about general care of cacti and succulents. These plants have 
become incredibly popular in recent years, and the range and variety of them is a plantaholics dream! They will 
be bringing plants for sale on the evening. 
We would love some new members to come and join us, many people come along on their own, I guarantee you 
a warm and friendly welcome.  We meet at Banners Gate Community Church, Westwood Rd, on the second 
Thursday of each month. Doors open at 7.30 for an 8.00 start. Membership for the year costs £10, or come 
along as a visitor for the evening for £2. Refreshments available. If you would like any more information, please 

see our Facebook page or give our secretary Gail a call on 0121 353 3373. 
 

Annie Hall Gnosallpink 
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Email: s.summerfield@ageconcernbirmingham.org.uk 

  

 Answers from page 10.   1. Elephant. 2. Brazil. 3. Jerusalem. 4, Motor Racing. 5. (British) Open (Golf) 
Championship. 6. Ayrton Senna. 7. Frank Swift. 8. Fernandez. 9. Nirvana – Smells Like Teen Spirit. 10. Gorillaz – 
Feel Good Inc. 11. Pulp – Common People. 12. Tina Turner – What’s Love Got do to With. 13. Oliver Reed. 14. 
Marlon Brando. 15. Lex Luthor. 16. Damien Lewis. 17. Kuwait. 18. Czechoslovakia. 19. December 1941. 20. The 
Huns, led by Attila. 21. 98.5%. 22. Circadian rhythm. 23. Right side. 24. Apollo 17 in 1972 

LOOKING FOR A GARDENER? 
 

Here at Age Concern Birmingham we 
have some great gardeners, part of our 

Trusted Trades Person Scheme. 
If you would like to get your garden 

looking its best before summer, 
 

Call us today on 0121 362 3650 

Answers from page 7.  Forty Second, Forty-five, Ninety-six, thousand, million, thousand,  two, One,  sixty-six, Seventy-six. 

 

How long will it take you? 

mailto:s.summerfield@ageconcernbirmingham.org.uk


 

Digital Future- Learn Digital Skills For Free! 

Age Concern Birmingham will be working alongside Good Things 
Foundation in an exciting new project. As part of the Government funded 
Community Renewal Fund, many 18-65 year olds living in the West 
Midlands will be eligible to receive free digital skills sessions at Age Concern 
Birmingham on Boldmere Road. 

Over half of participants will also be eligible for a tablet that they may keep 
free of charge. If you would like to develop employability skills, progress to 
further education or simply learn more online skills and you meet the 
following criteria then please get in touch!  

Eligibility criteria: 

Between 18-65 years old   -   Live in West Midlands   -   In insecure 
employment, such as part time or zero hour contracts, unemployed or a 

carer   -   Are not currently enrolled on a further education course   -   Have 
low skills or experience on a technological device. 

Then get in touch with us via:  Phone- 07432739018 

Email- joe.millington@ageconcernbirmingham.org.uk 
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Hope Food North Birmingham 

 
Hope Food have taken over the management of the food donation point at the Town 
Hall. 

The driving force behind the donation point set up two years ago was Town Hall 
volunteer Terry Dockery, pictured here holding the Tesco sign with Town Hall manager 
Julie Rennison. 

Terry and Julie were on hand to meet Hope Food trustees and local residents who 
regularly donate food at the Town Hall point. 

The main picture shows Joan James (who collects food from her neighbours and 
donates weekly) and Hope Food trustees Teresa Clements, Brian Woolcock and Deb 
Middleton. Another regular food donor, Nikki Wright, was also on hand to see the 
handover. 

Moving forwards Hope Food will oversee the 
distribution of food donations to the same existing 
local foodbanks who already benefit from the 
donations, including Hope Food itself. 

The Town Hall donation point will be open every 
Friday from 10am to 2pm. If you can drop off any of 
the following it would be most appreciated by those 
in need in our community: tinned food, rice, pasta, 
noodles, sauce jars, cereals, squash, long life milk 
tinned fruit and desserts and biscuits. 

Thank you. 
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https://www.facebook.com/hopefoodnorthbirmingham/?hc_ref=ARR0QXOTQI8QglPbBTNwKY3PSdS_SzvXdWXhR4W6bbAKiZ8ktW6rKXK-wVt1hsEYguo&fref=nf&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARBbrO3su8yxvGSYM2Ly5pJ80wRQ8PvxwUgz7XNI-tJVMCDWauNlB8ERwAp_0FGt93su8LD_6qhTwpqiemM77o_EjdqF5s2HkJQpuDTlJok3
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What we offer…  Come along and collect a free bag of essential food and then help yourselves to a selection of 
fresh fruit and vegetables.  Some days we’ll even have bread and cakes.  You’re welcome to stay for a hot drink 

and a chat…  whether in Falcon Lodge or Mere Green. 

Where are we in Falcon Lodge? 
Every Wednesday, we will be at Falcon Lodge 
Methodist Church Hall. (rear entrance in Lingard Road) 
Falcon Lodge.  B75 7LB 
 
Opening times…  Pop in between 3-5pm we’ll be here. 

Where are we in Mere Green? 
Every Friday, we will be at Ark Community Church 
Centre, St James Road, Mere Green B75 5EH 
 
Opening times…  Pop in between 12 noon-2pm 
we’ll be here. 

The church is on the X14 bus route.  This is what the 
front of the church looks like.  Go to the rear 
entrance in Lingard Road. 

From the centre of Mere Green, pass Lidl opposite 
Sainsbury’s and turn left into St James’s Road. Bus 
routes X3, X5 & 604 This is what the church looks like. 

  

Email: info@hopefood.org.uk 

 

Pop in between 2-3pm we’ll be here. 
Pop in between 12 noon-1pm 

 

www.healthystart.nhs.uk 

mailto:info@hopefood.org.uk
https://www.healthystart.nhs.uk/
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info@kiddibops.co.uk 

w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m / k i d d i b o p s  w w w . k i d d i b o p s . c o . u k  

https://kiddibops.class4kids.co.uk 

 

mailto:info@kiddibops.co.uk
http://www.facebook.com/kiddibops
http://www.kiddibops.co.uk
https://kiddibops.class4kids.co.uk
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Are You A Carer? Do you need support and advice?  
 
Do you provide unpaid care to a friend, neighbour, or family member who couldn’t 
manage alone? 
 
Age Concern Birmingham run the Carer’s Contact Centre as part of the Birmingham 
Carers Hub partnership. Our advisors are available to help carers with help, advice 
and information, we register carers and also offer a Statutory Carer’s Assessment, 
wellbeing payments if eligible and information on a wide range of wellbeing 

services. We also provide advice on welfare benefits and can link carers to information about grants, 
legal advice on wills and power of attorney and other one to one support.     
 
If you need advice in your caring role, please call us on: 
Information and Advice Line – 0333 006 9711 (low call rate) 
Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri: 9am-5.15pm / Wed: 9am-7.15pm 
Saturday: 10am – 12.30pm 
Email us at info@birminghamcarershub.urg.uk 
Visit our website at https://forwardcarers.org.uk/  
Birmingham Carers Hub Specialist Dementia Service 
 
The Birmingham Carers Hub team have all received enhanced dementia training and we have launched 
a new service offering support to carers of people with dementia. We have also appointed a small team 
of Specialist Dementia Carer Advisors. 
 
We offer a Dementia Specialist person-centred service, supporting Carers who provide care to someone 
with dementia. Our advisors understand the challenges of caring for people with dementia and are here 
to guide and support you throughout your caring journey. We are part of a wider partnership of 
organisations providing other support to dementia carers such as training and groups, find out more on 
the Forward Carers website: https://forwardcarers.org.uk/ 
 
For information, help and advice, call 0333 006 9711 and ask to speak to one of our Specialist Dementia 
Carer Advisors, or email:  dementiacarers@birminghamcarershub.org.uk  

  

           Now 

mailto:info@birminghamcarershub.urg.uk
https://forwardcarers.org.uk/
https://forwardcarers.org.uk/
mailto:dementiacarers@birminghamcarershub.org.uk
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 Monday to Saturday 9.00am till 4.30pm 

 

 

 
 



 

Discourage lawless individuals from breaking into your 
property with the modern security systems we provide for 
properties throughout Birmingham. Based in Great Barr, 
we are a small family-run business committed to 
providing state-of-the-art security systems which 
effectively protect your property from harm. Primarily 
serving domestic and commercial customers, we design, 
supply, install, commission, and service all security 
systems in full accordance and compliance with the latest 
British and European standards. From supplying high-
tech CCTV systems and Burglar Alarms to installing fob 
Access Control systems and Fire Alarms, we are the first 
choice when you want to increase your property’s 
security. To arrange a free, no-obligation consultation for 
any of the security systems we supply, please get in 
touch.   

Phone no. 0121 386 2639 
Email: info@cw-sec.co.uk  Website: www.cw-sec.co.uk 
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0121 323 4200 

 

Facebook: Only Rosie’s 

Instagram: onlyrosiescakes 

Email: rosie_p25@hotmail.co.uk 

 

mailto:info@cw-sec.co.uk
http://www.cw-sec.co.uk/
mailto:Email:%20rosie_p25@hotmail.co.uk
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Volunteers needed to help our community café at  

Sutton Coldfield United Reformed Church. 
 

Monday 10.00am – 2pm   Tuesday 10.00am – 2pm  Thursday 10.00 – 2pm   Friday 10.00am – 2pm 
 

*FLEXIBLE SHIFTS – ANY TIME, ANY SHIFT* 
 

POSITIONS INCLUDE:  Front of House/Reception.   Waiter/Waitress   Cashier  

 

Volunteer drivers needed for deliveries — Expenses covered 
 

For more information, contact:  Call: 07593 718785 
 

Email: cafe.oasis@scurc.org.uk  Website: https://scurc.org.uk/cafe-oasis/  OR find us on Facebook 

 

Main course  12.00  -  2.00 

mailto:cafe.oasis@scurc.org.uk
https://scurc.org.uk/cafe-oasis/
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 luchubbard@hotmail.com 

  www.teachitright.com 

 dementiacarers@birminghamcarershub.org.uk 

mailto:luchubbard@hotmail.com
mailto:www.teachitright.com
mailto:dementiacarers@birminghamcarershub.org.uk
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Banners Gate Community Hall, 35 Reay Nadin Drive. B73 6UR. 
Fridays at 1:30—2:30pm.  Commenced 28th of May 2021. 

£4 per session (First session FREE) Booking Essential! 
Contact katie.evans@moveitorloseit.co.uk or call 

07592071889 for more info or to book a space. 

 

Monday & Wednesday 
 

Blue Coats School Gym 
 

WS1 2ND 
 

Kids: 6.00pm—7.00pm 

Tuesday 
 

Mere Green 
 

Community Centre 
 

Adults & Juniors: 
 

7.00pm—8.30pm 

Wednesday 
 

Sutton Girls’ School 
 

(Dance Studio at the 
Back of the building) 

 
Adults & Juniors (12+): 

7.00pm—8.30pm 

Thursday 
 

All Saints’ Church Hall 
 

Kids: 6.00pm—7.00pm 
 

Adults: 7.00pm—8.30pm 

*Multi-style martial arts club welcome students of all ages and abilities* 
 

*Enthusiastic and  experienced instructors* 
 

*Four chances to grade a year for lower grades* 
 

*Local and national kickboxing and jujitsu competitions open to all students* 
 

Contact Gary on 07921 132 860 
 

or email: chong.fouroaks@gmail.com  

         *Established in the area for over 22 years* 

Mondays & Wednesdays 
Blue Coat C.E. Academy, Birmingham Street, Walsall WS1 2ND 

Kids  6.00pm  -  7.00pm 
Adults  7.00pm  -  8.30pm 

mailto:katie.evans@moveitorloseit.co.uk
mailto:chong.fouroaks@gmail.com
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The Chemist, M.W. Phillips, at Sutton Park Surgery – 0121 353 9027 

 

 

 

 

 

See front page 

 

0121 353 2586 

 



New Horizons Counselling Services.  

The Community Hall, Reay Nadin Drive, Sutton Coldfield.  

If you would like to know about our service ring the number above 

Or visit our web site www.newhorizonscounselling.org. 

WDC Service Solutions Ltd 
Complete Door Security and Access Solutions 

WDC can repair the following products: UPVC WINDOWS, 
HANDLES, HINGES, LOCKS, ROLLERS FOR PATIO DOORS, 

SECURITY, UPGRADES, REPAIRS TO UPVC DOORS, TIMBER 
DOOR REPAIRS, REPLACEMENT DOORS, GARAGE DOOR 

REPAIRS, REPAIR OR REPLACE, FAULTY CABLES, HANDLES 
AND LOCKS, REMOTE CONTROLS, REPLACEMENT FOBS, 

NEW GARAGE DOOR SYSTEMS, FREE QUOTATIONS. 
www.wdcservicesolutions.com  service@wdcservicesolutions.com 

sales@wdcservicesolutions.com  T: 0121 285 3222 
Unit 16 C, Maybrook Business Park, Maybrook Road,  

Minworth. B76 1AL 
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HATHA YOGA 
 

Banners Gate 
 

Community Hall, 
 

Thursdays 10.00 -11.00 a.m. 

Beginners class £5.50 per session 

Please call Tricia on 07954 403943.  

The Banners Gate Community Hall is 
available at various times during the week, 

including weekends. 
The hall is approx. 38’ x 21’  

(11.6m x 6.4m) 
The kitchen is approx. 11’ x 7’  

(3.4m x 2.2m) 
The Jarrett room is approx. 13’ x 8’  

(4m x 2.5m) 
The ladies has 2 cubicles and a nappy 

changing table.  There is a gents/disabled 
toilet. 

The building is step-free. 
For further booking information go to: 

www.bannersgatecommunityassociation.org 

Public Speaking for Absolute 
Beginners  

by Sally Jenkins 
Tips on constructing and presenting 

all types of speeches.  
Available on Amazon or direct from 

the author: 
sallysjenkins@btinternet.com   0121 

0777 333 9214 

 

Banners Gate Community  
Hall Coffee Mornings  

 

The next is on 19th April 
 

at 10 o’clock. 

 

  

 

http://www.newhorizonscounselling.org
http://www.bannersgatecommunityassociation.org
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SWIMMING LESSONS 
for ages 4 and upwards: 

Wednesday & Friday Evenings 
Local Pools ~ All Abilities 

Badge Work ~ Qualified Instructors 
0121 353 6616 

www.swimminglessonsinsuttoncoldfield.co.uk 

Plastering internal & external 
specialist 
Includes: Dry lining  -  Plaster 
boarding  -  Artex re-skimming  -  
Replacement walls & ceilings  -  
Painting / Decorating  -  Carpentry 
 

Lee Nugent 
 

36 Banners Gate Road 
Sutton Coldfield  B73 6RX 

Office: 0121 354 5446 
Mobile: 07934 15 19 20 
Lee.nugent1@virginmedia.com 

           0 – 13 months 
    Baby Development Class 
 

Wednesdays 9.30, 11.00 and 12.30 
 

 

Music, singing, exercise, massage, signing, light 
shows, bubbles, bells, tickly feathers  and 

many more!!   For more details:  
 

Call Tracy Jones on 07753 82 56 22 
 

Email: suttoncoldfield@babysensory.co.uk 

www.rhythmcircle.co.uk 

HOME TUITION 
 

Key Stage Two SATs tuition:  
English comprehension, spelling, punctuation, and grammar.  

 

Spanish and French: leisure courses and 
exam preparation to GCSE and A-level.  

 

Tracy:  0780 329 3351 

 

Create the best party possible for your little ones 
Birthdays, Weddings, Christenings, Fetes, School Workshops, Plays and much more 

We can cater for anything including: Full Party Entertainment, Mascots, Soft Play, Bouncy Castles, Face 
Painting, 

and Pamper Parties    Facebook: Lucky Buntys Twitter: @LuckyBuntys 

12 Chester Gardens, B73 5BF   0770 7006802 

mailto:Lee,nugent1@virginmedia.com
mailto:suttoncoldfield@babysensory.co.uk
http://www.rhythmcircle.co.uk
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WWW.BERTANDGERTS.CO.UK 

https://bertandgerts.co.uk/
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 Lovelight crystals and healing gemstone 
jewellery available at Bert and Gerts!  

 Calebs Rainbows is the dream of Rosemary Ferrell a great grandmother with a passion for making beautiful dolls with a 
story. “Every doll is different”. 
Rosemary loves all things creative, be it sewing, knitting, drawing, or baking and she has, having been to college, 
decided to turn her hobby into a business as there is a demand for her products. 
Initially, her hand drawn cards and posters sold quickly, then she was asked to make some Bible Characters for a 
friend, having seen these people requested more. This also gave Rosemary the incentive to start making Rag Dolls, 
which she makes with love and care and each one comes with its own story on a scroll.                            at Bert & Gerts 



Banners Gate Community Church - Events 

 

Monday, Thursday, Friday - Baby Phonics 

Contact email: Jenna@robotreg.co.uk for times and availability  

 
Tuesday and Wednesday - Baby Sensory 

Contact Tracy at email: suttoncoldfield@babysensory.co.uk for times and 
availability 

The Scout Hut  -  Coppice View Road  -  Sutton Coldfield  -  B73 6UE. 

Tai Chi Class 

Every Tuesday morning at 11.45 to 12.45. 

The cost is £5 per person. Everyone is welcome and all abilities  

are catered for in a relaxing and enjoyable environment. 

If anyone needs further details, please contact me on  

01543 480151 

 St Columba’s Church Hall 
 

Hall letting for St Columba’s Church.  
 

Weekday lettings are available for the large Church Hall which includes a  
well equipped kitchen.  

 

Entrance to the hall is step free and is suitable for wheel chair access 
throughout the premises. 

 
Male, Female and disabled toilet facilities  

 
All enquiries to Alison via email please.  

 
st.columbahall@yahoo.com 
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mailto:Jenna@robotreg.co.uk
mailto:suttoncoldfield@babysensory.co.uk
mailto:st.columbahall@yahoo.com
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Useful telephone 
numbers 

  Sutton and Kingstanding 

Police: 101 

Good Hope: 424 2000 

Outpatients: 424 2000 

NHS Health helpline: 

Call 111 it’s 24/7 

Citizens Advice 

03444 111 444 

BANNERS GATE 
COUNSELLING CENTRE 

 

Accessible and Affordable 
Counselling to Adults in the 

Community.  The Upper Room 
St. Michael’s House 
198 Boldmere Road 

Sutton Coldfield 
Tel : 0121 354 6544 
For information or an 

appointment please ring after 
10 a.m. daily, except 

Wednesday 

Gatepost always needs 
volunteers, to cover illness 
and holidays, for deliveries 

of Gatepost -  just 20 
minutes every other month. 

Please call 605 4947 for 
further details if you think 
you can help us, when we 

are back to normal 
(whatever that turns out to 

be). 

DAY/TIME ACTIVITY VENUE CONTACT TEL. 

Sun  (1st) 11.00 –2.00 pm 
3 - 7pm 

10.00 am 
1st Sunday of month 9.00-11 am 

10.30 am 
11.00 am 

3.00—7.00 pm 
7.30—8.30pm 

Create at Gate with K & S 
Global Communion  
Family Communion 
Loveworld Church 
Family Worship 
Chikara Karate Kai 
Love world Church 
Soul Yoga 

Community Hall 
Banners Gate CC 
St. Columba's 
Community Hall 
Banners Gate CC 
Scout Hall 
Community Hall 
Community Hall 

Kathy Weston 
Pastor Chris     07565 
 
Ola Samuel      07565 
Nigel Willis 
Paul Murphy    07837 
Ola Samual       07565 

628 6651 
65 27 62 
354 5873 
65 27 62 
353 0230 
39 57 89 
65 27 62 

Mon            6.15am - 7.15am 
9.15 -10.15     

11am - 1.00pm 
7.30 – 9.00 pm            

Stay in Focus Fitness 
Imagi-Play 
Dementia Care 
Line Dancing 

Community Hall 
St Columbas 
Community Hall 
Community Hall 

 
Ellie Smith 
Barbara H-Walker 
Diane Pursall 

 
 
553 6483 
747 4659 

Tues          6.15 am—7.15am    
3rd in month 9.15 - 12.00pm 

6.30 – 7.30 & 7.30 – 9.00  
7.45 pm 

Stay in Focus Fitness 
Coffee Morning 3rd Tuesdays 
Line Dancing 
Chikara Karate Kai 

Community Hall 
Community Hall 
Community Hall 
St. Columba's 

 
 
When they restart 
Diane Pursall 

 
 
 
747 4659 

Wed            9.30, 11.00 & 12 
10.30 - 12.30 
1.15  -  2.15 
6 pm - 7pm  
7.15—8.15 

7.00 pm 

Baby Sensory 
Guide Dog Training 
Imagi-Play 
Mid-week Service Bible Study 
I Yoga. Midlands 
SlimmingWorld 

Banners Gate CC 
Community Hall 
St Columbas 
Community Hall 
Community Hall 
St Columba’s 

Tracy Jones     0775 
 Madge Nightingale 
 Ellie Smith 
 Ola Samuel      07565 
 Angela Brookes  07939 
Karen                07759 

82 56 22 
360 0286  
 
65 27 62 
54 73 92 
17 02 89 
 

Thurs        6.15 am  -  7.15am           
  10.00 am 

10.00—11.00 am 
12.45  -  2.45 

4.30—6.30 
6.30 – 9.45 pm 

7.15 – 10.15 pm  
(3rd of each month) 7.30 pm 

 

Stay in Focus Fitness 
Holy Communion 
Yoga 
Kiddibops 
Teachitright 
Zig Zag Dance Studio 
Bridge 
Townswomen's Guild 
 

Community Hall 
St. Columba's 
Community Hall 
Community Hall 
Community Hall 
St. Columba's  
Community Hall 
Banners Gate CC 
 

 
 
Tricia               07954 
Rachel             07807 
                         07809  
Warren             01902 
Sylvia Cunnington 07870 
Josie Orme 
 

 
 
354 5873 
40 39 43 
61 43 10 
55 16 61 
897 900 
352 1042 
 

Saturday8.30—9.30 am         
 

Soul Yoga   
 

 
 

Sat       
 

                             UNIFORMED ORGANISATIONS: 
Scouts:  Margaret Drummond,  33rd GSL    
353 5203    Girlguiding: Carol Gardner, 
Vesey West District Commissioner  350 7191 

BOOKING SECRETARIES: 
Community Hall mobile:  075 65 54 68 21 
Banners Gate CC - June Dadd   07443 22 65 30  
St. Columba's     -    Sallyanne Rowley 693 0084 
Scout Hall           -           A & R Talliss  353 8166 

Girlguiding gives girls and young women a voice.....has done so for 100 years.....be part of the next 100 
Could you spare 1½ hours a week to help with the St Columba’s Guide unit? Gain real satisfaction in volunteering and helping to ensure 

girls in Banners Gate aged 10 – 14 can continue to enjoy games, projects, badges and outings at Guides. 
There are also places available in both Brownie units in September for girls aged 7 or 8. 

For more information contact Carol Gardner on 350 7191. 
 

      Day/Time                   Activity                     Venue                       Contact                   Tel 
Mon 6.00 - 7.30pm    39th Brownies     St Columba's Hall                                          354 5873 
Tues 6.00 - 7.30pm   45th Brownies     St Columba's Hall           Carol Gardner        350 7191 
Thurs 5.00 - 6.00pm  39th Rainbows    St Columba's Hall                                          354 5873 

33rd Sutton Coldfield Scout Group,  
H.Q. Coppice View Road 

Monday    Beavers  5.30 p.m. – 6.45 p.m. ages 6 – 8 years 
      Scouts     7.00 p.m. – 9.00 p.m. ages 10 ½ – 14 years 
Tuesday    Beavers  5.40 p.m. – 6.40 p.m. ages 6 – 8 years 
      Cubs       7.00 p.m. – 8.30 p.m. ages 8 – 10 ½ years 
Thursday  Cubs       7.00 p.m. – 8.30 p.m. ages 8 – 10 ½ years 

Contact 0121 353 5203 
Email: margaretdrummond1@btinternet.com 

 
 

 

Thurs.21st April     Chris Lowe - Storyteller 
Thurs. 19th May    Chit Chat Evening plus Plant 
Sale 
Thurs. 16th June   Queen's Jubilee Celebration 
 
 

Our vibrant Guild meets on the 3rd 
Thursday of the month in the Westwood 

Hall, Banners Gate Community Church at 
7.30pm. 

Contact Sue nation on 353 4114 

The 18th Sutton Coldfield West 
Scout Group and the 15th 
Sutton Coldfield West Scout 
Group have merged and are 
now named the 33rd  
Headquarters are at the Scout 
Hut, Coppice View Road.  
B73 6UE. 

 

Wanted, a Vice-Chair 
for the Forum 

The job:  mainly to 
stand in for the Chair, 
if absent, but also to 
help with  new ideas 
and to assist in 
maintaining the wide 
range of speakers we 
have for each meeting. 
For further details 
please call 605 4947. 

For details see website at www.stcolumbasbannersgate.co.uk

www.bannersgatechurch.com

Banners Gate Community Church on YouTube for Christmas https://youtu.be/V6NzSWHB7lU  

 

The Townswomen's Guild  Banners Gate Community 
Church, Westwood Road 

Updated on Thursday 2022 02 17 

http://www.stcolumbasbannersgate.co.uk
http://www.bannersgatechurch.com
https://youtu.be/V6NzSWHB7lU


 
The butterfly flutters by 

 
Here’s something for you to do for the next six months. 
 
On this page are13 photos of butterflies.  On the next two pages there are a total of 48 
butterflies, that is 61 in total. 
 
If you have absolutely nothing to do in the next six month, tick off as many as you come 
across. 
 
If you have lots to do during the next six months, each time you see a butterfly you can 
check these photos and find its name, and I don’t mean Barry or Cyril, I mean Speckled 
Wood or Swallowtail. 
 
If neither options appeals to you at least you can look at the photos and admire their 
patterns and colour.  Just look at the difference between a Small Blue and a Small 
Tortoiseshell - amazing isn’t it. 
 
If that doesn’t do anything for you then please give the photos to the nearest child.  At 
least the photos will not be wasted, and they can take them to school. 
 

This is a pdf so do not forget the                        signs at the top centre for magnification.  
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