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Local resident Clive 
Atkins’ 90th birthday. 
 
Dad was 90 on 2nd 
July.  He moved into The 
Hurstway a few days 
beforehand and they very 
kindly let us use a room for 
his ‘party’.  We celebrated 
with bottles of Shloer and a 
caterpillar cake, provided 
by the home. 
 
I took a photograph of each 
of his friends and asked 
them to write a memory.  I 
scanned the cards that 
they sent him and the 
memories and typed them 
to make it easier for Dad to 
read.  He now has a copy 
of the book I made in his 
room to remind him of his 
friends.              Sue Atkins 

mailto:bgatepost@gmail.com
http://www.bannersgateneighbourhoodforum.com
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This is my friend, Keith Brown. 
 
I have known Keith for many years. 
We were both members of Aston & Erdington Pho-
tographic Society and made many Audio-Visual (AV) 
slide and sound sequencies together. We entered 
them into competitions and won prizes and awards. 
We went on lots of holidays together to Murren in Switzer-
land. 
Keith lives in Hope in Derbyshire. 

Keith’s memory: 

HAPPY 90TH BIRTHDAY CLIVE 
I have so many happy memories of my years 

with Clive but one special time was during our 

holiday to Murren (Switzerland) in 2011. 

Seven of us were 

there: Clive, Diane, Kate, Alex, Sam, David 

and myself. 

One of our favourite places was the restaurant 

at WINTEREGG – it was raining, almost 

snowing, and there was a table tennis table 

outside. There were no bats but we found a 

couple of balls so CLIVE,ALEX & SAM & 

MYSELF played a game using our hands as 

bats!! CLIVE won of course, even playing left-

handed. A great memory! 

All our love KEITH, ALEX, SAM and especially 

from Kate xxx 

 

This is my friend, Richard Brown. 

I have known Richard for many years through photography. He is no relation 

to Keith. 

With Keith, we used to present AV shows and workshops all over the country 

and we also toured Ireland together. 

Keith, Richard and I are all Fellows of the Royal Photographic Society and 

have letters (FRPS) after our name. 

 

Richard’s memory: 

Many Happy Returns Clive.  Congratulations on your 90th birthday. 

So many great memories of you, me and Keith - ‘the Boys from Brum’ doing 

AV shows and workshops all over the country for so many years. 

One trip I remember – just the two of us, we went to Northern Ireland to do an RPS AV (Royal 

Photographic Society Audio-Visual) Group workshop in Lisburn. It was in a very swish Arts Centre in a 

lovely room. The only problem was that there was a huge skylight, which no one had noticed. As the first 

AV was playing there were two men on the roof with blankets trying to black it out! 

That trip we stayed with Gordon and Margaret Gray and there was a billiard table in your bedroom. The 

first morning I woke you up playing on it! 

Richard B 
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Neil Cottrell. 

I met Neil when he joined the Buccaneers Variety Artistes 

with a group called  ‘Fandango’. Neil was their drummer and 

went on to become the Buccaneers’ drummer for many 

years. We have had enjoyable holidays and trips abroad and 

visited our friend, Caroline, in Weston-Super-Mare. 

 

Neil’s memory: 

The first time I remember meeting you Clive, was at a 

Buccaneers rehearsal. I brought my drums along and you 

said you liked the rhythm I played on the hi-hat. I 

wondered how you knew about drums and you told me 

that you were a Sound Director at Central TV, so you had 

obviously met many drummers, including some very 

famous ones. 

That was the start of many variety shows with your 

daughter, Sue, reciting poetry and me backing the various acts. 

During those years I came to many of your AV shows, which were all a great success. 

Neil Cottrell 
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Rob Mason. 

I know Rob from Aston & Erdington Photographic 

Society and we used to play table tennis together at Mere 

Green Library and Windley Leisure Centre. 

We used to go to Wales for Easter every year and stayed in 

chalets at Trawsfynydd Holiday Village. 

 

Rob’s memory: 

I can remember Clive saying he was sent to Paris to record 

Sting. Sue was very upset because he did not get his 

autograph. 

Rob Mason 

Pat Mason. 

Pat comes to see me most Monday afternoons.   

She often brings me cake and biscuits. 

Pat’s memory: 

When we had meetings or competitions at Lichfield Movie 

Makers Clive would always say “have you made a Victoria 

Sponge”. If I said “yes” he would say ”that’s good – could I 

have two pieces, please? 

One to eat and one to take home”. 

Pat Mason 

Rita Rubery. 

I have known Rita for the longest of all my friends.  Since the 

1950’s . She is my daughter’s Godmother. 

I used to work with Rita’s husband, Peter. Peter and I started off 

working together at Walker Brothers, repairing televisions and 

then moved to ATV where we both worked in the Sound 

Department for many years on television programmes such as 

Crossroads, The Golden Shot and Sunday Night at the London 

Palladium. 

We had holidays together and made cine films while on holiday in 

Kent in the 1960’s. 

Rita’s memory: 

The five of us had a lovely holiday at Auntie Lily and Uncle Joe’s and we made a film on the 

Romney, Hythe and Dymchurch Railway, it took over several days to film. 

Very happy memories of a lovely holiday in Margate. I seem to remember that somehow the 
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Val Booth. 

I know Val from Little Aston Table Tennis Club and we also 

played together on Wednesday mornings at Windley Leisure 

Centre. 

We have been on lots of weekends abroad holidays to Murren in 

Switzerland. 

Val’s memory: 

So many memories of you, Clive. You were the demon table 

tennis player at Little Aston Club winning the cup so many times 

we gave it to you in the end! 

And I remember great holidays in Murren, Switzerland. 6 of us, in 

the days when we could all walk up mountains and take photos of the alpine meadows. 

Happy days.   All the best on your 90th, Clive.   

Gerry Conde. 

Gerry lives in George Frederick Road in 

Banners Gate, on the corner of 

Westwood Road, where I lived as a 

child. 

We played table tennis together and 

were members of Lichfield Movie 

Makers. 

Gerry designed my birthday card 

himself. 

Christine Hutt. 

I know Christine from Sutton Arts Theatre. We used to have fun 

helping at the Table Top Sales. 

We have been for lots of walks in Sutton Park and then to Park 

House for a meal afterwards. 

 

Hi Clive, It’s your 90th birthday today.  

We are celebrating your special day in the conservatory.12 

friends and your daughter, Sue. Lots of cards and presents for 

you. The cake is on the way. Oh it has just arrived. A chocolate 

caterpillar with 10 candles on it yum-yum. 

Christine. 
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Ron Hutt. 

As well as the walks in Sutton Park, we have been to Jones Wood, 

which was full of bluebells and done lots of other walks in and around 

Walmley. 

We went to Christine and Ron’s for Christmas dinner in 2021. 

 

We enjoyed our meetings at the Toby Carvery and making you laugh. 

We also included a walk through Sutton Park and you worrying if we 

could find our way back to the carvery.  

Your fitness and walking ability was very good at that time.  

Ron. 

John Timmins. 

I have known John and Margaret 

and their son, David and daughter, 

Susan for many years. We 

originally met at Aston & Erdington 

Photographic Society. 

We have had lots of trips out 

together. 

We used to go to barbecues in 

John and Margaret’s garden and 

John was always in a cloud of 

smoke. 

Margaret was unable to come to my party as she ad hurt her back but she sent me a message. 

Susan came with John. 
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Harold and his sons Chris and Peter 

Margaret Timmins. 

Margaret was unable to come to my party as she had painful 

legs but she sent me a photograph and wrote me a message. 

Hello Clive 

Sorry I can’t be with you today, my legs won’t let me.  

You made me laugh so much when we were at Auntie Barbara’s 

at Christmas and at our barbecues in Burford Road. 

I miss those days with Poppy, the dog and goldfish in the pond. 

We even had a male and female mallard ducks at one point. 

Take care Clive and a Happy Birthday. 

Brenda Harding. 

I have known Brenda for many years. We have been on lots of 

holidays together. 

We went on holiday to Rimini in Italy in 1982 and I helped Brenda 

to learn to swim in the hotel 

swimming pool 

 

Brenda’s memory 

“I can recall an amusing story about Clive. 

Do you remember going to Austria as a group? I cannot recall the 

name of the town other than it being in Bavaria. Joe, and probably the other men, were keen to 

visit the Casino but found out that jackets and ties were to be worn by the men - i.e. smart dress 

code. Clive had not taken either of these, so he had to wear your mother’s jacket and a borrowed 

tie. He did feel uncomfortable about this as I think the fit was rather tight. We found it amusing. 

Also, he was always asked to choose the wine for the restaurant meals on these outings. This cut 

out the decision making by the gathered friends. He had no knowledge of wines so must have 

been guided by price. It always raised a laugh.”  

Phil Wesley-Harkcom. 

Phil used to record voice-overs for my Audio-Visual slide 

shows and videos. 

We used to turn our living room into a recording studio and 

have fun laughing at words that were difficult to pronounce 

or sentences that didn’t make 

sense. 

I used to call him, “Phil, (the voice)”. 
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Lesley and Steve Smith. 

Lesley and Steve Smith have lived at 65, The 

Greenway, in the house opposite me for 40 

years. 

Steve helped us put our garden furniture together 

and to build our bookcases. 

David and Stephanie Hall. 

I have known David and his family for many 

years since he joined Aston & Erdington 

Photographic Society. 

We have been on holiday to Murren in 

Switzerland several times. 



 

We collect, donate and sell pre-loved care equipment to enhance people’s quality of 

life, support care workers and older people in need with grants and community groups 

and leave a better planet for future generations. 

 

One of the ways we support our local community of Lichfield is by holding monthly tea 

Grace Cares 

We collect, donate and sell pre-loved care equipment to enhance people’s quality of life, support care workers and older 

people in need with grants and community groups and leave a better planet for future generations. 

One of the ways we support our local community of Lichfield is by holding monthly tea parties for the over 75’s which 

provide vital, life-enhancing social connections for older people at a time in their lives when  their social circles are 

diminishing. 

9 

The following advertisements may benefit 

you, or people you know.  

https://grace-cares.com/shop/
https://grace-cares.com/grants/
https://grace-cares.com/donate/
https://grace-cares.com/
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dementiacarerhub@ageukbirmingham.org.uk 

www.ageukbirmingham.org.uk 

mailto:dementiacarerhub@ageukbirmingham.org.uk
https://www.ageuk.org.uk/birmingham/
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dementiacarerhub@ageukbirmingham.org.uk 

www.birminghamcarershub.org.uk 

mailto:dementiacarerhub@ageukbirmingham.org.uk
https://birminghamcarershub.org.uk/


 

Tuesdays:  Boldmere Clinic, Newman Community Centre,  

13a Boldmere Road, Sutton Coldfield, B73 5UY.  9.30 - 3pm 

https://birmingham.connecttosupport.org/

occupational-therapy/occupational-therapy-

clinics-in-the-community/ 
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https://birmingham.connecttosupport.org/occupational-therapy/occupational-therapy-clinics-in-the-community/
https://birmingham.connecttosupport.org/occupational-therapy/occupational-therapy-clinics-in-the-community/
https://birmingham.connecttosupport.org/occupational-therapy/occupational-therapy-clinics-in-the-community/
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OLIOex.com/get-involved 

https://olioapp.com/en/


gap.huboffice@gmail.com 
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nns@ageconcernbirmingham.org.uk 

nns@ageconcernbirmingham.org.uk 

mailto:gap.huboffice@gmail.com
mailto:nns@ageconcernbirmingham.org.uk
mailto:nns@ageconcernbirmingham.org.uk


A photography competition celebrating Sutton 
Coldfield’s heritage 

Sutton Coldfield Heritage Network wants to celebrate Sutton’s heritage and we need your help!  

Submit your beautiful, eye-catching photos featuring any aspect of Sutton Coldfield’s heritage 
and together we’ll showcase the best and most interesting aspects of Sutton’s heritage for all to 
enjoy. 

The 12 best images will be used to create a 2024 calendar, which will be sold to create funds 
enabling Sutton Coldfield Heritage Network to put on community events. Every entrant whose 
photograph is included in the calendar will receive 2 free copies of the calendar. 

Perhaps you’ll take a picture of one of Sutton’s gorgeous buildings, or maybe you’ll find some 
quirky architectural detail to highlight. Whether you’re taking pictures of Sutton’s archaeology, 
natural landscape or a photo inspired by a story from Sutton’s past, we’d love to see your skill 
and creativity. Sutton’s heritage isn’t restricted to 500 or even 100 years ago – it can be 
anything that you value and enjoy about Sutton now and would like to see documented or 
preserved for the future.  

There are two categories for this competition – (a) Photos taken by children and young people 
aged 15 or under and (b) photos taken by people aged 16 or over. 

Deadline for entries: Midnight Sunday 17th September 2023 

Terms and Conditions 

• Photos must be taken in Sutton Coldfield (B72, B73, B74, B75, B76 postcodes). When 
you submit your photo you must state where in the Sutton Coldfield it was taken and what 
it is a photo of e.g the name of the building.   

 
• Photos do not need to have been taken this year.   
 
• By submitting a photo you are confirming the photo is your own.   
 
• Photos must be submitted as a digital image via email (see How to Enter, below).   
 
• Photos MUST BE landscape and must be big enough to print, at good quality at postcard 

size. This will probably mean your image is at least 2 Mb big, and / or at least 1500px on 
the long side. Images which do not meet these criteria cannot be considered. Please do 
not send any image larger than 20 Mb.   

 
• Photos submitted must be original work and must not have been previously published or 

entered into other photographic competitions.   
 
• Photos can ‘natural’ or processed with post-camera effects. Photos can be black and 

white or colour. Cropping is allowed as long as the image submitted meets the size 
criteria above.   

 
• If people are identifiable in your photo, please make sure they are happy to be in your 

photo and understand that it may appear online or in print.   
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continued on next page... 



 
• Copyright for any image submitted for this competition remains with the entrant who 

submits it. However, by submitting a photo you are giving permission to Sutton Coldfield 
Heritage Network for the image to be used free of charge in its literature and publicity, 
including social media, and in the limited run calendar which will be sold to raise funds for 
Sutton Coldfield Heritage Network.   

 
• Photos must be suitable for a universal audience.   
 
• Deadline for entries Midnight Sunday 17 September 2023. Any entries received after this 

date will not be considered.   
 
• Only winners (12 in total) will be contacted by the organisers. There will be at least one 

winner from each age category. Winners and runners up will be informed by Monday 1 
October 2023 and prizes (2 calendars per winning photograph) will be posted out as soon 
as they arrive back from the printers (which we anticipate being late November)  

 
• A panel of judges will select the 12 winning photos. Photos will be anonymised when 

judging takes place.   
 
• The entries will be judged according to the following criteria: (1) clearly depicting an aspect 

of Sutton’s heritage (2) overall impact (3) composition and arrangement and (4) originality.   
 
• The judges’ decision will be final, and no correspondence will be entered into. 

 

How to enter 

Email your entries in high resolution to suttoncoldfieldheritagenetwork@gmail.com and include: 

(1) Your full name 
(2) Where in Sutton Coldfield the photo was taken 

(3) A sentence or two on how the photograph celebrates Sutton’s heritage. For example, this may 
be as simple as stating that it is a picture of an old building (please name the building), or it may 
be an explanation of the story form Sutton’s past which has inspired the photo, and 
 (4) Whether you are 15 years old or under, or 16 years old or older. Parents can submit photos 
on behalf of their children. 

Please send only one image per email; if you are submitting more than one photo (noting you 
may submit as many as you) like please send each photo separately by email. Photos can also 
be sent by file transfer such as We Transfer. 

By submitting a photo you agree to the competition terms and conditions. 

Deadline for entries Midnight Sunday 17th September 

We are grateful to Sutton Coldfield Charitable Trust for supporting the work of Sutton Coldfield 
Heritage (SCHN) this year. We will be facilitating a wide range of events during Birmingham 
Heritage Week in Sutton Coldfield, September 8th - 17th. You can find out more by following us 
on Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/SuttonColdfieldHeritageNetwork/ ) or Twitter (https://
twitter.com/SuttColdHN) or Eventbrite (https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/sutton-coldfield-heritage-
network-50629663033 ), or by keeping an eye on https://birminghamheritageweek.co.uk/ 
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...continued from last page 

mailto:suttoncoldfieldheritagenetwork@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/SuttonColdfieldHeritageNetwork/
https://twitter.com/SuttColdHN
https://twitter.com/SuttColdHN
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/sutton-coldfield-heritage-network-50629663033
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/sutton-coldfield-heritage-network-50629663033
https://birminghamheritageweek.co.uk/
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Hi Fopps has had another busy month. 

On Sunday 20th August we did our usual monthly litter pick in Perry Park where 

we collected 10 bags of rubbish. See photo our next litter pick should be on Sun-

day 17th September weather permitting meet 2pm in the Church Tavern car park 

near the EV machine. All are welcome to join us. 

 

 

On Wednesday 23rd we had a residents meeting in the park to discuss the coun-

cil proposed plan for Perry Park. Regarding the consultation plan to fence off 

more of the park near the rear of the stadium This was promised to be returned to 

the community after the games. It's now over a year since the games ended and 

the children's playground has not been replaced. If you care about any green 

space near you, get out and enjoy it before it disappears. 

Below is a photo of the area in the NW corner of the park which is now fenced off to 

the community. 

The following is Val Atkins’s contribution on behalf of  Friends of Perry Park 
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On September 17th Birmingham Tree People are having a stand at the 

upcoming MAC’s Big Green Weekender, (Midlands Art Centre) 11pm-

4pm this is open to anyone with an interest in trees and green spaces. 

Pay and Display parking is available at the MAC. 

 

Valerie FOPPs 



Here are more amazing examples of street art, sent in by Mike. 

Thank you Mike. 

They are so good I am dedicating a page to each one. 

Careful with the third if you suffer from SPHEKSOPHOBIA.  You’ll know what it means, if 

you do, when you come to the third. 

 24 
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From 8th to 17th September 2023 
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www.birminghamheritage.org.uk 

www.visitbirmingham.com 

birminghamheritageweek.co.uk birmingham2022.com/festival heritageopendays.org.uk 

From 8th to 17th September 2023 
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https://www.birminghamheritage.org.uk/
https://visitbirmingham.com/
https://birminghamheritageweek.co.uk/
https://www.birmingham2022.com/festival
https://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/
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