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Rob Pocock:  
SUTTON PARK AUTUMN NATURE 
TOUR - REPORT  
 

I was delighted with another highly 
successful Guided Autumn Nature 

Tour of Sutton Park Nature Reserve on 
Saturday 1st October, many thanks to all 
Banners Gate and New Oscott residents who 
came along. Once again we got a top class 
briefing from Matthew, our expert Park Ranger 
who is a fount of all knowledge on these tours 
of the land restoration work. He was justly 
proud of the stunning restoration of the forest 
floor that has happened following the 
controversial felling of the outgrown holly woods 
7 years ago. The picture here [pic] shows 
exactly what it was all meant to achieve. Under 
the thick canopy of the old holly woods, the dark 
forest floor was as dead as a dodo. But now 
you can see: 
• Grass growing on and beside the forest 
paths 

• Holly re-growth as fresh ground grazing 
(people said it would never re-grow!) 
• Birch saplings springing up in the glades, 
perfect insect and caterpillar habitat 
• We spotted Rowan seedlings growing up 
again – trees lost to the Park for many years 
during the overgrowth of the holly woods 

Bilberry also re-establishing with berries an 
ideal autumn bird food store. 

 

In summary, a pattern of live, green forest 

glades is emerging where just 7 years ago the 
excessive holly had resulted in nothing but 
bare and lifeless soil. The City Council got a lot 
of flak when the  
felling started but our Park Rangers are true 
specialists who know what they are doing. And 
they are leaving future generations with a much 
better Nature Reserve than we have had for 
many years. 
 

Don’t forget, these are annual tours that I first 
started in the autumn of 2016 when the tree 
felling controversy broke out and any local 
resident can take part – just email me 

 

 174th  September 2023 

Banners Gate & Parklands 
  Community & Neighbourhood Forum  

bannersgateneighbourhoodforum.com  

 The Boldmere Christmas Festival 2023 with Christmas Lights Switch 
on is scheduled to take place on Sunday 19th November from 1pm 
to 6pm with Christmas Lights Switch on at approximately 5:15pm. 

For further details see the Supplement on page 50.  

Tip Truck visits in Vesey. 
 

Monday 6th November, 
Darnick Road, near junction 

with Jockey Road. 
Both sites will be open 

from 7am - 12.30pm 

 

mailto:bgatepost@gmail.com
mailto:bgatepost@gmail.com
http://www.bannersgateneighbourhoodforum.com


 

 restaurants and businesses offering free or 
discounted meals for children over the half 
term. There is a picture in the Gatepost 
advising which businesses are taking part. 
And if you’re looking for a local activity to 
kick start your half term, the popular Farmers 
Market will be returning to Sutton Coldfield 
Town Centre along the parade this Sunday 
29th October! 
Next month will see the return of the much-

loved Boldmere Christmas Festival and 
Lights Switch On. Boldmere Futures CIC 
have run many successful festivals and 
events in Boldmere over the years, and this 
will be the largest Christmas event in Sutton 
Coldfield this year. There will be a variety of 
great stalls and rides available, suitable for 
the whole family and with the Christmas 
lights switch on, it’s a great way to kickstart 
your festive period! The festival will be held 
on Sunday 19th November from 1pm-6pm 
along Boldmere Road (Highstreet). You can 
find more information here https://
www.boldmere.org/community-festivals/
christmas-2023/  
Our next Full Town Council meeting is due 
to be held on Tuesday 28th November from 
7pm at the Trinity Centre, Sutton Town 
Centre. We hope to see you there! Until next 
time Gatepost Readers, have a great month! 

rob.pocock@birmingham.gov.uk to go on the 
list of residents that will be invited next year – 
come along and you will be amazed with what 
you find out! 
 

NEXT TIP TRUCK VISIT 

Monday 6th November is the next arrival of the 
City Council’s mobile tip trucks, and 
this time it’s going to be on the top 
end of Darnick Road, at the junction 
with Jockey Road, New Oscott. Drop 
by any time from 7am to 12.30pm, 
surplus autumn garden waste will be 
especially welcome! 

 

Max Hatton: 
Hello Gatepost Readers! I hope you’ve all 
enjoyed your October and are well and truly 
settled into Autumn. We celebrate Halloween 
each year at the end of October and although it 
is a very Americanised holiday, did you know 
that Halloween has roots to the old pagan 
harvest festivals celebrated here before 
Christianity arrived? Halloween shares most 
similarities with Samhain, which was a Pagan 
holiday celebrated on 1st November each year 
to mark the end of the harvest season and the 
beginning of the darker half of the year.  
We’re coming to the first half term of the 
academic year, and once again there are 

Cafe Oasis at the United Reformed Church in Sutton Coldfield are 
seeking a relief volunteer minibus driver to help on Mondays with 
bringing visitors to our warm and welcoming centre. 

The successful applicant will be a caring and 
experienced volunteer driver with a positive and 
welcoming disposition and a clean driving 
licence.  Safeguarding training would be a 
distinct advantage. 

For further information please contact Julie 
Lewis by emailing:  cafe.oasis@scurc.org.uk  or 
telephoning 07713970096. 

Are you not working?  Are you bored?  Can you drive a large minibus?  Do 
you want to put smiles on faces?  If so, please ring the number below, as 

you are still needed. 
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Cllr. Max Hatton   
max.hatton@suttoncoldfieldtowncouncil.gov.uk 
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Due to Tesco’s kind donation of £2000 to support a community project, 
it was decided at the Banners Gate Forum meeting to use the last £200 
to purchase  daffodil bulbs to continue the display further on down 
Banners Gate Road, where there were a few gaps. 
Keenly awaiting a suitable weather day, having purchased the bulbs 
several of us, Gill and John McKenna (Hollyhurst Road), Carol and 
Roger Green, ( Banners Gate) and myself and my husband Tony 
(Hollyhurst Road), spend a morning planting as some of you may have 
seen. 
Generally, the men lifted the turf and then the ladies planted the bulbs. 
Gill, an avid jigsaw enthusiast, was very efficient at repositioning the 
turf, we all helped with this task and arrived at the end with one small 
piece missing!   
However after some clever slight repositioning we were pleased with 
the result and the grass seems to have knitted together well.  
We now await with bated breath for spring to arrive and assure us that 
our efforts will give us all a display to be enjoyed by many for a few 
years.  
Thanks Tesco!  
Margaret Adams  

Banners Gate Bulb Planting 
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slimmingworld.co.uk 

sharedreading@foliosuttoncoldfield.org.uk 

 Classes at St Columba’s Church 

 

Monday  Brownies  6 o’clock 

Tuesday  Brownies  6 o’clock 

Thursday  Rainbows 

Friday  Coffee Morning, see above 

Sunday  Morning Worship 10 o’clock 

 

 Hope Food North Birmingham are currently looking for a new base 
in/around Sutton Coldfield.  We need it to store food and prepare 
food bags.  We would need access in the day and evening Monday 
to Friday.   We run 3 food banks weekly in Erdington, Falcon Lodge 
and Mere Green.   If anyone has any premises with vehicle access 
that they would think would suit us, please get in touch.  Thank you.  

 

T: 07869 822502   E: info@hopefood.org.uk 

 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO SUPPORT OUR WORK PLEASE MAKE A DONATION USING THIS orTHIS LINK: 
 

Hope Food – North Birmingham.  A charitable incorporated organisation registered in 
England.  Charity registration number 1195019.  Registered office 407 Jockey Road, Sutton 
Coldfield B73 5XH 

 St Columba’s Church Hall 
 

Hall letting for St Columba’s Church.  
 

Weekday lettings are available for the 
large Church Hall which includes a  

well equipped kitchen.  
 

Entrance to the hall is step free and is 
suitable for wheel chair access 

throughout the premises. 
 

Male, Female and disabled toilet facilities  

 

All enquiries to Alison via email please.  
 

st.columbahall@yahoo.com 

http://www.slimmingworld.co.uk
mailto:sharedreading@foliosuttoncoldfield.org.uk
mailto:info@hopefood.org.uk
https://donate.justgiving.com/donation-amount?uri=aHR0cHM6Ly9kb25hdGUtYXBpLmp1c3RnaXZpbmcuY29tL2FwaS9kb25hdGlvbnMvNzE2YWVhZTc2NTM0NDIyMjkzZTRkYTk3ODdiNTU1M2Y/aXNDaGVja291dEFwaT1mYWxzZQ==
https://www.justgiving.com/hopefoodnb
mailto:st.columbahall@yahoo.com


Cllr. Amy Millichope (Sutton Coldfield Town Council)  
amy.millichope@suttoncoldfieldtowncouncil.gov.uk 
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Sutton Coldfield District Children’s Centres Activity Calendar 

mailto:amy.millichope@suttoncoldfieldtowncouncil.gov.uk
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Erdington District Children’s Centres Activity Calendar 
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HANDBOOK: 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100086596932293 

https://birmingham.connecttosupport.org/ 

https://www.calameo.com/read/00067546760ea7e9396a0
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100086596932293
https://birmingham.connecttosupport.org/
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This advertisement is still here because the need is still here. 
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Sutton Coldfield Volunteers Needed  

  

Re-engage, the charity dedicated to ending loneliness and isolation among those aged 75 and over, is 
urgently seeking volunteers to help run a new social group in Sutton Coldfield.  

 It already stages monthly gentle activity groups for carpet curling and indoor bowls in Northfield and 
Garretts Green and is now expanding to other parts of Birmingham.  

 The charity believes no-one is too old to make friends or enjoy social interaction. Re-engage engagement 
officer, Deb Meynell, said: “Our groups are fun, friendly, completely free and provide an opportunity to stay 
physically active.    

   “Social isolation and loneliness can take a tremendous toll on both mental and physical health, so we hope 
our groups will give older people something to look forward to and an opportunity to connect with others.  

 “But before we can press ahead we urgently need volunteers to come forward to help run the groups. It 
really is rewarding and a great way to feel you are putting something back into society.”    

   Retired nurse Jane, 82, who has seven grandchildren and two great grandsons, said: “The group 
sessions have helped reconnect me to the outside world. The Covid years altered the structure of a normal 
life pattern but the sessions bring back a socially safe rhythm to each week. It’s a great way to take steps 
towards reconnecting through an exercise regime.”   
 As well as setting-up in Sutton Coldfield, Re-engage hopes to start groups in Erdington and Harborne. The 
charity’s research shows that 80% of older people taking part in the activity sessions say it has improved 
their wellbeing.  

 If you’d like to volunteer please contact Re-engage at: https://www.reengage.org.uk/volunteer/  

Or you can call: 0207 240 0630.  

   

Barry Gardner 
Media and PR Officer 
Tel: 0207 420 5818 

(Mon- Fri 9-12.30)    www.reengage.org.uk 

https://www.reengage.org.uk/volunteer/
http://www.reengage.org.uk/
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brian.scotcher@hotmail.co.uk 

mailto:brian.scotcher@hotmail.co.uk
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Welcome to Birmingham Bulletin, with the latest news and events from 
Birmingham City Council. 

Commissioners arrive at council 
Commissioners and political advisors – appointed by the government's Department for 
Levelling Up, Housing and Communities – started their roles, on 9 October, as vital work 
to address budgetary and organisational challenges at the local authority continues. The 
council's Leader, Cllr John Cotton, and Chief Executive, Deborah Cadman, have vowed 
to work constructively and collaboratively with the Commissioners to tackle Birmingham's 
current challenges. Find more information about the new commissioners here. 

What do the changes at the council mean for you? 

If you are a Birmingham resident, and have concerns or questions regarding the council's 
financial situation, find helpful advice here. 

How are businesses affected? 

If you have a contract with the council, be assured that contractual commitments will 
be honoured and all invoices for work delivered will be paid. 

To view in a browser click here  

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmJpcm1pbmdoYW0uZ292LnVrL25ld3MvYXJ0aWNsZS8xMzk0L2NvbW1pc3Npb25lcnNfYW5ub3VuY2VkX2Zvcl9iaXJtaW5naGFtX2NpdHlfY291bmNpbD91dG1fY29udGVudD0mdXRt
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmJpcm1pbmdoYW0uZ292LnVrL3NlY3Rpb24xMTQ_dXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPU9ybG8mdXRtX2NvbnRlbnQ9JnV0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX25hbWU9JnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVs
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmJpcm1pbmdoYW0uZ292LnVrL2luZm8vNTAzMDYvY29tbWlzc2lvbmVyc19pbnRlcnZlbnRpb25fYW5kX2ltcHJvdmVtZW50LzI3NTcvZnJlcXVlbnRseV9hc2tlZF9xdWVzdGlvbnNf
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vY29udGVudC5nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeS5jb20vYWNjb3VudHMvVUtCQ0MvYnVsbGV0aW5zLzM3NTY2YjYiLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjMxMDEzLjg0MDI5NjIxIn0.joSrPJTVFT9q2Xthwm5Q
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click here 

Find out more  -  and get involved! 

17 

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKBCC/bulletins/377ec77
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/cost-of-living-week?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
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More Eric stories. 
Some interesting well-known sayings gleaned whilst on a recent holiday in Seaton Devon.  
We visited the 2,000-year-old man made caverns at *Beer Quarry Caves* well worth a visit if 
you are ever in the area. Beer stone is chalk Limestone laid down in the Cretaceous age (65 – 
140 million years ago) 
Beer stone is in many prestigious buildings, including Exeter, Winchester, St. Paul’s and Norwich 
Catholic Cathedrals, Westminster Abbey, and the Tower of London. At Exeter Cathedral the 
great image screen on the west front is of Beer stone, giving it a particularly warm and 
reflective quality. Much of the Cathedral’s interior too, including nearly all the fine carving and 
the ribbed vaulting originated in this quarry. It can be found in 24 of Britain’s 44 cathedrals. 
The very informative guide led us through the Roman then Saxon period up to the Victorian 
period of stone extraction. The vast man-made complex of underground caverns with their 
mighty halls of vaulted roofs and pillars of Beer Stone which have been likened to a vast 
underground cathedral. 
Our guide explained the methods used to quarry and deliver the huge blocks of stone, the 
working conditions, the hardships endured, and the dangers faced daily by the workforce using 
only the light from a flickering tallow candle.  You may never again see a famous building with 
the same eyes. 
The guide explained that the quarry men were just using picks up to the 16th century and 
cutting out huge blocks weighing many tons. They had to purchase 5 candles (No not four!) 
from the mine owners and only got the candle money back if they did 4 tons of stone a man 
each day.  Hence the well-known saying ‘’Not worth the candle’’.   

 

Due to the hard work 
quarry men were not long 
lived. There were ancient 
markings still visible on 
walls with quarry men’s 
initials and dates.   
 

The guide on the last part 
of the tour said to us, 
‘’Can you imagine the 

noise in here with metal picks hammers and saws 
working away?’’  He demonstrated by banging an old 
hard composite safety helmet onto a piece of stone and 
the sound was ear splitting. Hence the other saying 
‘’Stone deaf’’.  Finally, before we departed the caves, he 
asked for a volunteer to sing something loudly to show 
the acoustic echoes bouncing around. As a quite 
reserved chorister I stepped forward with my wife 
muttering, ‘’trust you’’.  The applause was thunderous, 
well OK, greatly aided by the echo amazing effect.   

                                                                                                                                                                                  Eric Jones October 2023 
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Thank you, Eric 
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1. What name is given to a young goose?  

2. The works of which composer/conductor include "The Age of Anxiety"  

3. Which is the largest island of the Philippines?  

4. In which country is the town of Prestonpans? 

5. Who was the father of Tyr, the Norse god of war? 

6. Of which nationality was Marie Tussaud, of waxworks fame? 

7. What would be done at a 'piscary'?  

8. To which post was the late Tomas O'Fiaich appointed in 1978?  

9. Who would have been trained in "palaestras"?  

10. What did the English Quaker William Penn found?  

11. Of which group of countries is the Glomma the largest river?  

12. Of which genus of shrub are St. John's Wort and Rose of Sharon?  

13. Which is the third letter of the Greek alphabet? 

14. What would ‘P' plates, proposed for new drivers, indicate? 

15. Which British author entitled his autobiography "My Life and Loves"?  

16. Of which Shiah Sect is the Aga Khan the head? 

17. How was Malcolm Little, assassinated in 1965, better known? 

18. Under whose rule was a Gauleiter a German provincial governor?  

19. To what does the adjective 'entomic relate? 

20. Which British pop singer and film actor (real name Gerald James) had a 1960 top 
twenty hit with "Mystery Girl"? 

21. Which Italian towns are connected by the Flaminian Way?  

22. Which is the deepest lake in Scotland? 

23. At the foot of which range of English hills is Reigate situated?  

24. What are the initials R.G.S. the abbreviation for?  

25. How many players are there in an ice hockey team?  

26. In which ocean are the Aldabra islands? 

27. For which country is BG the international car registration?  

28. Who was the Romanian king deposed by the Iron Guard in 1940?  

29. What is the informal name for Portsmouth? 

30. Who was the guitarist in the group Cream?  

Answers on page 25 
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nsparrow@wcg.ac.u

wcg.ac.u info@wcg.ac.uk 
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We are delighted to announce that the Autumn 
Exhibition of the Sutton Coldfield Society of 
Artists will take place in the Crush Hall, Sutton 

Coldfield Town Hall from 10.00am Saturday 4th 
November until 4:00pm Sunday 12th November. 

Exhibition open 9:00am to 5:00pm each day 

We would also like to extend a warm invitation to 
the Official Opening and Award Presentation, 
which is to be held on Saturday 4th November at 
10.30am. if you are unable to attend the presentation, we 
hope that you will be able to visit the exhibition during the 
opening hours. 

We look forward to welcoming you and we hope that you 
enjoy our exhibition! 

 Deborah Hodgson 

Acting President 
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October/November 

Here are some cat-themed cartoons while you make up your minds. 

https://www.cats.org.uk/northbirmingham/adopt-a-cat/adopt-via-our-direct-homing-scheme  

https://www.cats.org.uk/northbirmingham/adopt-a-cat/adopt-via-our-direct-homing-scheme
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To get involved please contact Claire: 
Tel: 07930354885 or email info@ageconcernbirmingham.org.uk 

mailto:info@ageconcernbirmingham.org.uk
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www.bhamtattoo.com 

http://www.bhamtattoo.com
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Signs of child exploitation  
 

 

Do you know the signs of child exploitation? Would you know where to 
report exploitation if you spotted the signs? 

  

Exploitation can happen anywhere. It happens online and offline. 
Children are being targeted outside fast food outlets, at shopping 
centres, through online games, and social media. There are many types 
of child exploitation including money laundering, stealing from shops, 
transporting drugs via trains and bus routes.   
Signs of child exploitation: 
Ask yourself, is a young person: 

• ·        Travelling alone, particularly in school hours, late at night or 
frequently? 

• ·        Looking lost or in unfamiliar surroundings? 

• ·        Anxious, frightened, angry or displaying other behaviours 
that make you worried about them? 

• ·        In possession of more than one phone? 

• ·        Carrying lots of cash? 

• ·        Potentially under the influence of drugs or alcohol? 

• ·        Being instructed or controlled by another individual? 

• ·        Accompanied by individuals who are older than them? 

• ·        Seen begging in a public space? 

  

Learn how you can help stop the exploitation of children and young 

people  https://bit.ly/46yUs5j 

https://bit.ly/46yUs5j
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Two people have been arrested following a spate of 
robberies targeting school children in Sutton Coldfield. 

 

Two people have been arrested following a spate of robberies targeting 
school children in Sutton Coldfield. 

 We are investigating nine robberies that have happened since 13 September 
where teenagers have been targeted for their mobile phones. 

 On Friday 6 October we arrested two 13-year-old boys on suspicion of 
robbery. They've been bailed with strict conditions. 

 Our investigations into the robberies are still continuing and we need people 
to come forward with information so that we can identify and take action 
against anyone that’s involved. 

 Sergeant Frances Clark, from Stechford local policing area, said: "We 
understand that people have been concerned about the spate of robberies 
we've seen recently. 

 "I want to reassure people that we have been working with our partners, local 
schools and colleagues within the Safer Travel team to ensure the safety of 
our young people in the area. 

 "We've held enforcement days and operations and our officers have visited 
schools to give talks on how to stay safe. 

 "The arrests are part of the work we are doing and we've been able to put 
conditions in place which includes ensuring the boys stay away from Sutton 
Coldfield town centre. 

 "We believe there was a group of people involved in committing these 
robberies and need people to continue to come forward with information.” 

 Anyone with information that could help the investigation is urged to call us 
on 101 quoting 20/853779/23. 
 Alternatively people can leave information anonymously by contacting 
Crimestoppers, the independent charity.  

 

Message Sent By 

Anthony Wilkes 

(West Midlands Police, Engagement and Consultation Officer , West ds ) 
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                                     Do you know the signs of child exploitation? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you know where to report exploitation if you spotted the signs? 

Exploitation can happen anywhere. It happens online and offline. Children 
are being targeted 

Learn how you can help stop the exploitation of children and young 

people  https://bit.ly/46yUs5j 
 Spotting the signs could save a child or young person from exploitation. 
We’re working hard to disrupt criminal gangs but we need your help. 
Exploitation can happen anywhere. If you see something that does not feel 
right, report it. 
You can report exploitation to the Police by calling 999 or 101 or report online 

County Lines | Your Options | West Midlands Police (west-
midlands.police.uk) 
 If you want to report 100% anonymously, you can call Crimestoppers on  

0800 555 111 

Visit the Children’s Society #LookCloser campaign for more 

information  https://bit.ly/46yUs5j 
 

Regards, 
 

Jayne 

 

 

Message Sent By 

Jayne Turner 
(West Midlands Police, Consultation and Engagement Officer, West 
Midlands ) 

https://s-url.co/-BwKAA
https://s-url.co/-RwKAA
https://s-url.co/-RwKAA
https://s-url.co/-BwKAA


31 

This is what was on 
in August 2023 
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Here at Age Concern Birmingham – and funded through The Armed Forces 
Covenant Trust Fund -  we have been running a Birmingham and Sandwell  “Friends for 
Life” project  for ex-service men and women since May last year.  We started out with a group 
of 4 and now have 40+ who are aware of our project. Our weekly Tues meetings can see 
between 15-25 people attend on a drop in basis and have representation across all services. 
(Army, Navy and RAF) our oldest member being Joan who is 101 and was one of the first 
women to service in the WAF. 
  

The aim of the project is to bring like-minded people together, to expand social opportunities 
and promote supportive interactions. Over the months we are proud to report that many 
friendships have formed, respect and strong values bring this group together resulting in a 
community of support outside of the weekly meet. Many of our veterans have also gone on to 
fulfil a volunteer role within our organization, giving a real sense of purpose and increased self-
esteem.    
  

The project has many options to combat isolation - not everyone may be comfortable with a 
group setting, so where possible we can facilitate phone calls, 1-1 meets and in some cases 
home visits if all parties are happy. 
If you have served or know someone who has and would benefit from this project – please 
contact Claire on 07930354885 for more information 
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SimpliSafe offers guidance on protecting your 
home, and exclusive Neighbourhood Watch 
member discount on home security products  

We are pleased to share with you SimpliSafe’s guide to preventing burglars from targeting 
the outside of your home. This guide offers advice on easy-to-install security features, as 
well as tips on protecting your walls and fences from burglars. 

 SimpliSafe joined Neighbourhood Watch Network in October as our newest partner sponsor 
and will work with us over the coming year to provide guidance, support and research to our 
members about the best ways to protect your home and your community. SimpliSafe are 
committed to their mission of making Every Home Secure and offer a range of affordable 
security options for every type of home. 

Read SimpliSafe’s guide to preventing burglars from targeting the outside of 
your home.   

Member Discount 

We are also pleased to announce that members of Neighbourhood Watch now have 
exclusive access to a 50% discount on SimpliSafe home security systems, plus two free 
months of Pro Premium professional monitoring! 

 Access discount on SimpliSafe website here. 

 * A 50% discount is applied to new purchases where there are one or more security systems 
in the order. Security system needs to include a Base Station, Keypad and Wired Indoor 
Camera. Systems are subject to availability, while stocks last. 50% off code will 
automatically apply and overwrite any sitewide discounts. For every system sold, 
Neighbourhood Watch receives £133. 

 There is much to look forward to as a result of this exciting new partnership with 
SimpliSafe, including a large-scale hardware donation event for a local community in the 
new year and regular fundraising events by SimpliSafe’s staff for Neighbourhood Watch. 

 If you have any questions about SimpliSafe’s guide to preventing burglars from targeting 
the outside of your home, or our partnership with SimpliSafe, please let us know!  

Thank you.  

Message Sent By 

Ruby Smart 
(Neighbourhood Watch Network, Head of Communications, National  

https://s-url.co/o-EKAA
https://s-url.co/o-EKAA
https://s-url.co/pOEKAA


 

 Public Space Protection Orders - Dog Control 2023 - Birmingham City Council -  
Citizens Space ( birminghambeheard.org.uk) 
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https://www.birminghambeheard.org.uk/place/public-space-protection-orders-dog-control-2023/consult_view/
https://www.birminghambeheard.org.uk/place/public-space-protection-orders-dog-control-2023/consult_view/
https://www.birminghambeheard.org.uk/place/public-space-protection-orders-dog-control-2023/consult_view/
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RECRUITMENT FOR CONTACT OFFICERS  
 

 

PLEASE DO NOT RESPOND TO THIS MESSAGE - YOU NEED TO 
CONTACT OUR CAREERS TEAM 
AT careers@westmidlands.police.uk 

West Midlands Police is England’s second largest police force. Together 
we serve the 2.9 million people who call the region home - one of the 
youngest and most diverse populations in Europe. 
As an Employee of Choice, we are a professional organisation who 
employ over 10,000 local people. The shared vision of our officers, staff 
and volunteers is to be recognised as a police service that is big enough 
to cope with everything that is asked of us, while showing we are small 
enough to care about the things that really matter to people. 
This vision is built on three strategic priorities  

• A service that works for local people 

• Engaged communities 

• Employer of choice 

We will achieve each of these goals to enable us fulfil our mission of 
working in partnership, making communities safer. 
These are the values which guide all of our actions and decision 
making: 

• Service – we put people first  
• Integrity – we always do the right thing  

• Compassion – we see the person needing help 

• Professionalism – we lead by good example  

• Equality, Diversity and Human Rights – we treat everyone fairly 

We are looking for cool headed, problem solvers who really like to help 
others. At West Midlands Police, our 999 and 101 services need staff 
who can respond quickly and decisively to calls for assistance from the 
public. 
As part the Force Contact Team as a Contact Officer, you will respond 
to calls from the public and will support police officers attending 
incidents. In this role you will support, advise and guide victims and 

Continued on next page... 

mailto:careers@westmidlands.police.uk


 

witnesses whilst gathering and recording information to help prevent, 
reduce and detect crime. Or as a Dispatcher, you could be 
communicating with front line officers to ensure calls for assistance are 
prioritised and managed. Either way, you will play a critical role in the 
first few minutes of a call which will shape the Force response and 
impact on the outcome of potentially a life- threatening situation. 
Why don’t you give it a try? 

Are you calm in a crisis? 

Can you make rapid decisions? 

Are you able to prioritise when you are under pressure? 

So, if you are …. 
a calm, strong decision maker who can demonstrate leadership in 
critical situations, computer literate, with accurate keyboard skills 
(minimum 25 wpm), have accurate verbal and written language skills, 
are able to prioritise and multi-task under pressure and achieve 
deadlines ………………………this could be the role for you! 
West Midlands Police is a Disability Confident Leader - the highest 
level an organisation can achieve under the scheme run by the 
Department of Work and Pensions.  As part of our commitment we 
operate a ‘Disability Confident Interview Scheme’ - all candidates 
who declare a disability and meet the essential criteria for the role 
will be offered an interview.   
It is important to note that there may be occasions where it is not 
practicable or appropriate to interview all disabled people who 
meet the essential criteria for the job. For example: in certain 
recruitment situations such as high-volume, seasonal and high-

peak times, the employer may wish to limit the overall numbers of 
interviews offered to both disabled people and non-disabled 
people. In these circumstances, the employer could select the 
candidates who best meet the essential criteria for the job, as they 
would do for non-disabled applicants. 
"Diversity and Inclusion Vision:  Maximise the potential of people 
from all backgrounds through a culture of fairness and inclusion 
to deliver the best service for our communities" 

 PLEASE EMAIL careers@westmidlands.police.uk 

Message Sent By 

Stefanie Sadler 
(West Midlands Police , Engagement & Consultation Officer, 
Birmingham Partnerships) 
——————————————————————- 

             
Shape YOUR fire service 
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mailto:careers@westmidlands.police.uk
https://www.wmfs.net/consultation-2023/


Socialisation 

Play 

Food 

Toilet Training 

Heel work 

Sit and stay 

Gate, Door control 
Vocal Commands 

Lead Walking 

Line Dancing 

Absolute Beginners Class 

to be held at 
Banners Gate Community Hall 

Tuesdays 5 - 6 pm 

Everyone welcome 

Please phone Diane 

On 07711 048 215 

For further information 
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www.twitter.com/SuttonLibrary 

www.instagram.com/suttoncoldfieldlibrary 

sutton.coldfield.library@birmingham.gov.uk 

www.facebook.com/SuttonColdfieldLibrary 

https://twitter.com/SuttonLibrary
http://www.instagram.com/suttoncoldfieldlibrary
mailto:sutton.coldfield.library@birmingham.gov.uk
https://www.facebook.com/SuttonColdfieldLibrary


39a 



 

Kingstanding Library 
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See next page 
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www.elimlifechurch.co.uk 

https://www.elimlifechurch.co.uk/
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Streetly Community Library, Blackwood Road, Streetly. B74 3PL 

01922 654864 streetlylibrary@walsall.gov.uk 

mailto:streetlylibrary@walsall.gov.uk


 Birmingham’s Mobile Library Service  
 

For over 30 years the Mobile Library has taken library services out into many 
diverse communities across the city. 
Everyone is welcome to join the Mobile Library. You can register with us, or 
you can use your existing Birmingham library card on the vehicle. You can 
borrow a maximum of 10 items at any one time (including items borrowed 
from our other libraries). The Mobile Library vehicle carries over 3,500 items 
of stock for adults, young people and children of all ages. The stock is 
changed frequently, and new items are added regularly. 
The Mobile Library has access to the full library catalogue. It operates a free 
reservation service for any items you may wish to order. You can return items 
from other Birmingham libraries at any Mobile Library stop too. The Mobile 
Library vehicle is also fitted with a lift allowing for easy access. 
Did you know that the service comes into the heart of our community? 

It currently operates every Tuesday between 10.00 – 11.00 parked 
outside Sutton Park Academy on Coppice View Road, B73 6UE. 
Go along and see what’s on board. Use it – Or lose it! 
For more information, please use one of the methods detailed below -  

Phone: 0121 464 6171    Mobile: 07766 923344 

Email: mobile.library.service@birmingham.gov.uk 

FaceBook: Mobile Library Service - Birmingham UK    Twitter: bhammobilelib 

www.birmingham.gov.uk/mobile-library 
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mailto:mobile.library.service@birmingham.gov.uk
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/mobile-library


Sutton Coldfield u3a 
Monthly Calendar 

For privacy reasons, this public version of our Monthly Calendar does not include contact 
details for the Group Organisers mentioned. Please click on the calendar image below; a 

downloadable copy will then open in a new browser tab or window. 
 

To see the contact details for all the Group Organisers', please follow the link to 
the Members' Only section of this website, log in, then click on the link for the SCu3a 

Contacts on the top menu bar.  
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Click on this picture 

https://scu3a.org.uk/members_only.html
https://scu3a.org.uk/calendar.html
https://scu3a.org.uk/assets/files/Diary_November_2022_no_contacts.pdf
https://scu3a.org.uk/calendar.html
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CHESTER ROAD STATION 

          FRIENDS (CRSF).,           
invite local artists, to create a mini painting  

          on our Christmas disc ‘baubles’ . . .  
These painted baubles will be securely attached to our 6 foot wooden 
Christmas Trees, which are displayed along our Chester Road Station 
platforms, attached to the railings, on the weeks leading up to, and after the 
Christmas period.   The baubles, signed by their artists, will be a treat to 
have publically exhibited in this way, to show all, our wealth of local talent.  

• The ‘baubles’ are made from 11mm, untreated stand board and lightly 
sanded. 

• The diameter of the wooden disc, for painting, is 147 mm (approximately 
6”). 

• The painting needs to be sufficiently weatherproofed, to maintain for the 
display period. 

• Must be ready to fix on trees by Saturday 25th November, 2023 

Please note:  to comply with railway safety, no solid green colour, or solid 
red colour, which might be confused as a red or green light for approaching 
trains, should be used on the bauble discs please, and no decorative 
attachments, which could become detached,  or glitter should be applied.  
Thank you.     

 

      To obtain a bauble disc, please contact patline@talktalk.net  
or tel. Pat on 07704354064 

about:blank
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www.birmingham.gov.uk/warmwelcome 

www.birmingham.gov.uk/energyhelp 

www.birmingham.gov.uk/healthystart 

http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/foodhelp 

www.birmingham.gov.uk/school-meals 

www.birmingham.gov.uk/energyscam 

www.gov.uk/check-benefits-financial-support 

www.birmingham.gov.uk/debtadviceteam 

www.birmingham.gov.uk/helpinbrum 

www.theprojectbirmingham.org 

www.bcabs.org.uk 

www.disability.co.uk 

www.ageuk.org.uk/birmingham 

www.birminghammind.org 

www.moneyhelper.org.uk 

www.stoploansharks.co.uk 

www.turn2us.org.uk 

www.bswaid.org 

england.shelter.org.uk 

www.theaws.co.uk/listen-connect 

www.rmcentre.org.uk 

www.spitfireservices.org.uk 

http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/warmwelcome
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/energyhelp
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/healthystart
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/foodhelp
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/school-meals
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/energyscam
http://www.gov.uk/check-benefits-financial-support
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/debtadviceteam
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/helpinbrum
http://www.theprojectbirmingham.org
http://www.bcabs.org.uk
http://www.disability.co.uk
http://www.ageuk.org.uk/birmingham
http://www.birminghammind.org
http://www.moneyhelper.org.uk
http://www.stoploansharks.co.uk
http://www.turn2us.org.uk
http://www.bswaid.org
http://england.shelter.org.uk
http://www.theaws.co.uk/listen-connect
http://www.rmcentre.org.uk
http://www.spitfireservices.org.uk
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visit www.sja.org.uk 

https://www.sja.org.uk/
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www.ourplacesupport.org 

Email: adviceservice@ 
ourplacesupport.org 

@OurPlaceSupport 

communityconnectors@ourplacesupport.org 

Email: healandtransform@yahoo.com 

Website: www.healandtransform.co.uk 

http://www.ourplacesupport.org
mailto:adviceservice@%20ourplacesupport.org
mailto:adviceservice@%20ourplacesupport.org
mailto:communityconnectors@ourplacesupport.org
mailto:healandtransform@yahoo.com
https://www.healandtransform.co.uk/
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                                                                                                                                         View online 

 

This week, we’d love to inspire you to take some time out to enjoy nature. October is a great 
time to get out and about, as the change in season means there are plenty of changes to look 
for in nature too. 
 

Saturday 14 October was World Migratory Bird Day and millions of birds are on the move all 
across the globe. The UK is a vital winter home for huge numbers of birds seeking to avoid 
harsher winters in the Arctic Circle, Scandinavia and other colder parts of Europe. 
 

A whole host of ducks, geese, swans and wading birds, such as Shovelers, Whooper Swans 
and Knots, head to our wetlands and coastal regions for vital food and shelter. Plus many birds 
head inland too, such as Redwings and Fieldfares. 
 

You can even experience the magic of migration at night, simply by stepping outside or opening 
your window. Many birds migrate under the cover of darkness, and you can hear them calling 
out. Right now listen for the gentle ‘seep, seep’ of Redwings. 
 

As well as taking time out to look for newly arrived birds, keep an eye out for fungi popping up in 
weird and wonderful shapes and colours. Plus, savour the changing leaves as they turn into a 
kaleidoscope of reds, golds and yellows. 
 

Just like the seasons, Notes on Nature is also undergoing a few changes at the moment. But 
rest assured, we will continue to send you regular emails with great nature stories to keep you 
informed and inspired. 
 

Have a wonderful wildlife-filled week. 

 

 

Siân Duncan 

Notes on Nature editor 
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https://view.email.rspb.org.uk/?qs=591ee1c53371a359a385a7295c04cc70046317fd9c478dbacafe21f6a6e746a7a806708baa63adda21b75e72d20cc4803246183dd32d54e330fc2c965823306c0b7c1808aa9803f420361574ba8354754b394a3c69145d1b


 

Welcome to your new fortnightly Notes on Nature! By sending every two weeks 
rather than every week, we hope to make these regular emails even better, bringing 
you more of the nature stories that you love. 
 

Whether you’re admiring the acrobatic antics of Great Tits (pictured) on a feeder or 
the exuberant splashing of a Starling having a bath, a little time spent watching 
garden birds can really brighten your day (not to mention relieve the tedium of doing 
the washing up!) 
 

And the great news is that no matter how large or small your outdoor space, it ’s really 
easy to attract birds by putting out food and water. In our handy guide, we’ve got lots 
of tips and advice to share that will get your feathered neighbours flocking in, whether 
you’re a complete bird feeding novice or a seasoned pro looking for ways to tempt 
even more birds to your patch. 
 

Also this week, we look at the discovery of three new species of spider and a new 
tracking project to help unravel the mysteries of migration. 

 

Have a wonderful wildlife-filled week. 
 

 Siân Duncan 

Notes on Nature editor 

How to feed birds 
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https://www.rspb.org.uk/whats-happening/news/top-tips-for-feeding-birds-in-autumn?utm_source=notes_on_nature_20231028&utm_medium=email&utm_term=notes_on_nature&utm_content=1&utm_campaign=notes_on_nature


 

Just 6.7% of car thefts result in a conviction, new research shows 

Fewer than 7% of car thefts reported to the police result in anyone being charged, 
with 69% dropped because no suspect can be identified. 
Data released by 39 police forces in response to a freedom of information (FOI) 
request show, between 2019 and 2022, just 6.7% of the 396,000 reported car crimes 
(car thefts, thefts from a vehicle, and interference with a vehicle) resulted in anyone 
being charged. 

Data was extracted from an FOI request to the Home Office, which covered all 
territorial police forces in England and Wales. Greater Manchester, Humberside, 
Staffordshire, and the West Midlands failed to respond to the FOI, which means the 
true scale of the UK's car crime problem could be far higher.  
Dash camera specialist Nextbase, which submitted the FOI, claims a lack of video 
evidence is one of the key reasons why the police are unable to identify the criminals 
behind the wave of car crimes. 
As a result, a new generation of car thieves are getting away with tens of thousands 
of cars and car parts every year. 

• Avoid car scams and frauds with these top tips 

 

• Catalytic converters – how to protect yours from theft 

• Car security – how to stop thieves 
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https://www.racshop.co.uk/dash-cams
https://www.rac.co.uk/drive/advice/know-how/car-scams-and-frauds-top-tips/
https://www.rac.co.uk/drive/advice/know-how/catalytic-converter-theft-how-to-protect-yours/
https://www.rac.co.uk/drive/advice/road-safety/car-security/


 

Nextbase also surveyed 2,000 drivers in the UK to understand what security 
measures are being used to combat car thieves. 
Roughly half of drivers (51%) rely on their car alarm, while 25% says they park their 
vehicle in a place where it is visible from their home. 23% keep their keyfob away 
from windows or doors to prevent it being cloned, while 17% have a dash cam and 
16% use a steering lock. 

Just 6% of respondents to the survey said they do not take any measures to keep 
their car safe. 
Common tactics used by thieves includes hacking keyless technology-enabled 
vehicles and stripping cars of their parts while on the roadside or left in a car park.  

By parking in well-lit areas, using steering wheel locks, and not leaving valuable 
items visible in the car, you can reduce the risk of becoming victims of car crime. 

"The image many people have of car thieves breaking windows and hot-wiring cars 
is totally out of date,” says car hacking expert and chief technology officer at 
automotive security software company Canis Automotive Labs, Dr. Ken Tindell. 
“With the latest theft techniques the criminal can relay the wireless messages from 
the driver’s key fob all the way to the car - telling it to unlock itself and deactivate its 
immobilizer. Or they clone a key fob to tell the car that the thief is the legitimate 
driver. 

"These techniques can let the thief drive away in seconds, without raising any 
alarm, before a car owner would have any idea what was going on.” 
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https://www.rac.co.uk/drive/advice/know-how/car-hacking-and-key-hacking/
https://www.racshop.co.uk/steering-locks
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Recent reports of a bedbug infestation in Paris, and sightings on the 
London Underground, have heightened anxieties about the tiny insects. 
Prevention is better than cure, and to help ease concerns we've spoken to 
experts on how best to avoid and dispatch bedbugs if you're unlucky 
enough to get an unwelcome visit. 
 

Meanwhile, check out our early Christmas ideas to help spread your festive 
spending. Or why not treat a loved one to independent, award-winning 
journalism and reviews? You can now gift a year's Which? subscription for 
only £79.  

Luke Jeffery 

Weekly Scoop 
Editor 

How to protect your home from bedbugs 

Officials are reassuring people about fears of a bedbug spread. We've spoken to pest 
control experts about the best ways to banish them from your home if you do pick them 
up. Plus, what to do once they're gone. 

https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=4b8b72aaf1eaf9cc35b0034ff9f4b5e693c531f0882660ee7ecff347798b94465736bb6c4f09e290bfc219fcb171d445fb39917c9eaef834
https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=4b8b72aaf1eaf9cc11dbbcf03bc244e0fc9c8fd09200c80d300b08bb71565de1e4bf4a7158865efaaaac5cae390faaeb1df7ca6ce5323c3a
https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=4b8b72aaf1eaf9cc11dbbcf03bc244e0fc9c8fd09200c80d300b08bb71565de1e4bf4a7158865efaaaac5cae390faaeb1df7ca6ce5323c3a
https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=4b8b72aaf1eaf9ccb7608404d56faa97a078ef5df0bf64743b5785fb6416a64a9a2869ade19a4427a432d0d26f8d5d905cce2ca832e8b689275d853dc9399f31


 

 

 

 

 

Four energy scams that will chill you 

With another winter of high energy bills ahead of us, many households have had to 
make do with colder homes, while others look for ways to improve energy efficiency. 
 

From fake Ofgem offers for free boilers to dodgy dealers cloning prepayment 
meter keys, con artists are poised to capitalise on widespread money worries with 
a range of scams. 
 

Check out the latest dodgy energy scams and keep yourself safe over the colder 
months.  
 

The scams you need to know about 
Our scam tracker highlights the latest scams you need to know about this month, 
including Booking[dot]com scam warnings and hacked social media accounts. 
 

Our goal is to help you stay ahead of fraudsters and outsmart them. Discover what 
the latest scams are.  
 

Can you spot an email scam? 

Email scams are a common type of ‘phishing’ scam. Scammers usually impersonate 
legitimate organisations, like HMRC, using convincing branding to deceive people. 
 

These fake emails often contain fraudulent links asking for personal data or 
malicious software that can infect your device. 
 

If you suspect an email might be a scam, follow our expert tips on email scams to avoid 
falling prey to scammers.  

Scam sharer tool  
There’s now a much easier way to make us aware of scams directly with our scam 
sharer tool. Tell us your experiences of phishing emails, fake texts, cold calls and other 
types of fraud  

Stay safe, 
 

Which? Scam Alert Team 

 

P.S.Please share this information with your friends, family and neighbours – anyone who may find it 
helpful. Alternatively, they can sign up here to receive this directly to their inbox.  
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https://act.which.co.uk/s/6640650/oGS3xJmRG
https://act.which.co.uk/s/6640650/oGS3xJmRG
https://act.which.co.uk/s/6640652/oGS3xJmRG
https://act.which.co.uk/s/6640652/oGS3xJmRG
https://act.which.co.uk/s/6640654/oGS3xJmRG
https://act.which.co.uk/s/6640654/oGS3xJmRG
https://www.which.co.uk/tool/scam-sharer?utm_medium=email&utm_source=engagingnetworks&utm_campaign=supporters&utm_content=Scam+alert+140923+(remaining+subscribers)++
https://act.which.co.uk/page/103781/data/1?ea.tracking.id=scam-alerts
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   Change of venue 

St Columba’s Church hall 
Banners Gate Road/
Chester Road North 

Sutton Coldfield B73 6TX 

helenwilliamsmusic@gmail.com 

kidzlikedanny@blueyonder.co.uk 

mailto:helenwilliamsmusic@gmail.com
mailto:kidzlikedanny@blueyonder.co.uk
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rachel.mackay@careuk.com 

www.healthystart.nhs.uk 

mailto:rachel.mackay@careuk.com
https://www.healthystart.nhs.uk/


G&T hire are available for 
all events.  We have 

bouncy castles including 
disco castle, sumo suits, 

giant boxing 
gloves, popcorn and Candy 

Floss makers. 
We also have a soft play 

for the 0-2 years old. 
To find out available dates 
please contact us on the 

following:  
Facebook: Gandt party-hire  
Instagram: gandt_partyhire 

Email: Gandtpartyhire@hot
mail.com 
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Sunday running club was started in 
January 2022 with a few friends running 
to get fit for football.  In June they 
started a 5am run and ever since the 
numbers of the club has just got bigger 
and bigger.  We now have over 200 
active members. 
The run club is totally free of charge 
offering social events and weekly coffee 
mornings.  We are more than just your 
normal run club.  We do not care about 
times, we do not care about how fast 
you run, we just want to help you along 
your fitness journey. 
With over 200 active members you will 
never run alone because our members 
are lovely and caring. Sunday running 
club is open to all abilities we hope you 
join us soon. 
Best wishes, 
Grant & Natasha  

mailto:Gandtpartyhire@hotmail.com
mailto:Gandtpartyhire@hotmail.com


 

 

 
"W" (Double-u) 

 (an abbreviated term for a win) 

Founded in 2020, W was 
created for winners and the 
winning mentality that we stand 
for.  Whatever you are winning 
at in life, whether that's in work, 
sport or your own business, we 
want to celebrate that! 

To us, having that winning 
mentality is giving everything 

you've got in the face of 
adversity. 

Join the Winners Circle! 

Peter Wilson - Director & Founder 

double-u.co.uk 
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Socialisation 

Play 

Food 

Toilet Training 

Heel work 

Sit and stay 

Gate, Door control 
Vocal Commands 

Lead Walking 

 

https://www.double-u.co.uk/
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CSAdultSocialCare@birmingham.gov.uk 

CSAdultSocialCare@birmingham.gov.uk 

mailto:CSAdultSocialCare@birmingham.gov.uk
mailto:CSAdultSocialCare@birmingham.gov.uk
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Popular       Musicals     Plays        Concerts       Comedy 
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https://seatplan.com/birmingham/
https://seatplan.com/birmingham/whats-on/musicals/
https://seatplan.com/birmingham/whats-on/plays/
https://seatplan.com/birmingham/whats-on/concerts/
https://seatplan.com/birmingham/whats-on/comedy/
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WHAT’S ON CINEMA SUPPORT US GET INVOLVED ABOUT US COVID-19 ACCESSIBILITY 

https://www.lichfieldgarrick.com/whats-on/
https://www.lichfieldgarrick.com/cinema/
https://www.lichfieldgarrick.com/support-us/support-the-lichfield-garrick-theatre/
https://www.lichfieldgarrick.com/get-involved/
https://www.lichfieldgarrick.com/about-us/
https://www.lichfieldgarrick.com/covid-19/
https://www.lichfieldgarrick.com/about-us/accessibility/


 

 

WHAT’S ON CINEMA SUPPORT US GET INVOLVED ABOUT US COVID-19 ACCESSIBILITY 
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https://www.lichfieldgarrick.com/whats-on/
https://www.lichfieldgarrick.com/cinema/
https://www.lichfieldgarrick.com/support-us/support-the-lichfield-garrick-theatre/
https://www.lichfieldgarrick.com/get-involved/
https://www.lichfieldgarrick.com/about-us/
https://www.lichfieldgarrick.com/covid-19/
https://www.lichfieldgarrick.com/about-us/accessibility/


 

 

WHAT’S ON CINEMA SUPPORT US GET INVOLVED ABOUT US COVID-19 ACCESSIBILITY 
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https://www.lichfieldgarrick.com/whats-on/
https://www.lichfieldgarrick.com/cinema/
https://www.lichfieldgarrick.com/support-us/support-the-lichfield-garrick-theatre/
https://www.lichfieldgarrick.com/get-involved/
https://www.lichfieldgarrick.com/about-us/
https://www.lichfieldgarrick.com/covid-19/
https://www.lichfieldgarrick.com/about-us/accessibility/
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Escape to a world of pure imagination with Roald Dahl’s Charlie and The Chocolate Factory – The Musical. 
Based on the iconic story, this spectacular stage show follows the hit West End and Broadway productions to 
combine the memorable songs from the original 1970’s motion picture ( ‘The Candy Man’ and ‘Pure Imagination’) with 
all new numbers from the multi award-winning songwriters of Hairspray. 
When Charlie Bucket finds one of the five golden tickets to the Wonka Chocolate Factory, Charlie and the other 
winners can’t wait to feast on the sweets of their dreams. But beyond the gates, they discover more than just 
remarkable edible delights. As they embark on an extraordinary journey through Willy Wonka’s marvellous mind, 
they soon learn that nobody leaves the same way that they arrived… 

The weird and wonderful world of ROALD DAHL’S Charlie and The Chocolate Factory – The Musical will dazzle 
your senses when it plays  Birmingham Hippodrome in October 2023 as part of its first ever UK & Ireland Tour. 
Every ticket is GOLDEN, book yours today! 

‘What a sad day it was in Granada. The stones began to cry.’   
Ainadamar, Arabic for ‘Fountain of Tears’, is the ancient well near Granada where the Spanish poet and playwright 
Federico García Lorca – labelled by the Falangist militia as a ‘homosexual socialist’ – was brutally executed in 1936 
during the Spanish Civil War. 
Golijov’s twice-Grammy-winning opera reimagines Lorca’s life through a flashback of memories by his muse and 
collaborator, the actress Margarita Xirgu, now in her final moments in 1969 Uruguay, as she seeks to pass her 
generation’s hopes and passion on to her student, Nuria. 
Ainadamar promises a spine-tingling spectacle from the Olivier-winning star choreographer Deborah Colker (Rio 2016 
Olympics Ceremony; Cirque du Soleil) in her much-anticipated operatic debut in the director’s seat. 
The result is a dazzling kaleidoscope of music, dance, and theatre where flamenco meets opera through traditional 
Spanish singing and sumptuous operatic numbers, all interspersed with rhythmic, sonic, and poetic 
outbursts. Ainadamar invites you to experience opera like never before. 
Sung in Spanish, with surtitles in English. 

What would you give up for love? 

Always the belle of the ball, Violetta, the most elegant courtesan in all of Paris, has her choice of wealthy 
admirers falling at her feet. She lives for the glamorous lifestyle of high society, but when she finds herself 
deeply in love with the penniless aristocratic poet Alfredo, she is willing to give everything up for him. Can she 
be accepted just as a woman who has fallen in love, or is she to remain a ‘fallen woman’ whose love has no 
future? 

Based on Alexandre Dumas fils’s novel, La Dame aux Camélias, Verdi’s timeless opera features some of the 
most evocative arias and melodies including the instantly recognisable Brindisi (the drinking song) and the 
beautifully poignant finale, Addio del passato. Elegant and highly charged, WNO’s five-star production will leave 
you in no doubt why this heart-wrenching tale of thwarted love, scandal and self-sacrifice makes La traviata a 
favourite with audiences across the world. 
Sung in Italian, with English surtitles. 

Roshni (from the Persian word meaning light or brilliance) is a beautifully intimate crafting of dance and live music, 
transporting and uplifting the audience on a journey of joy. 
In our uncertain world, when everything around us can feel full of pessimism and doubt, Roshni provides us with a 
ray of light, to put a spring in our step and a warmth in our hearts! World-class artists Sonia Sabri and Sarvar Sabri, 
alongside an ensemble of skilled musicians, take us on a path 

to repair and heal. 
This soul-stirring performance is a captivating combination of Kathak dance, with live music and vocals from a 
global palette of styles, driven by the bold rhythms of Tabla percussion. Kathak is a striking movement language of 
virtuosic foot percussion, rapid spins, geometrical patterns, with poignant mime and gesture, all intricately woven 
with the live music. Roshni brings together Sonia’s distinctive style of dance, rooted in the traditions of Kathak from 
Northern India, yet reimagined in the context of her lived British experience, with diverse musical genres and artists, 
ranging from South Asia, Middle East and Europe, celebrating the rich diversity of our global community. 

Travel through the depths of space on a musical voyage that is out of this world! 
Experience extra-terrestrial activity, learn fun facts, and orbit the incredible world of 
opera and classical music with Welsh National Opera’s space-themed interactive 
and educational family show that’s suitable for all ages. 
Navigating the expedition, the stellar Tom Redmond, who will have you singing, 
dancing, and clapping along to some of our favourite pieces from stage and screen. 
A WNO family experience wouldn’t be complete without free foyer activities. 
Transform into an alien at our face painting station, enjoy an intergalactic treasure 
hunt, and more from 1.30pm. 

Birmingham Royal Ballet’s Freefall Dance Company celebrates 21 years of entertaining, inspiring 
performances and impacting attitudes towards learning disabled performers this year. 
This November they’re back in the Patrick Studio performing their latest delightful and entertaining 
dance piece ‘Still Life’ at the Freefall Café. With this colourful and joyful celebration of dance 
inspired by David Bintley’s ‘Still Life’ at the Penguin Café and reflecting on people’s impact on the 
environment and everything that lives on the earth, Freefall comes full circle, returning to the ballet 
that, through a BRB education project called Café Atlantic, kickstarted its formation in 2002. 
Students from Fox Hollies School, Hazel Oak Sixth Form, Uffculme School, All Saints Youth Group 
and Reddi Support are joining the company at these performances after working with the company 
earlier in the autumn term. We’re also delighted to host in various sites across the theatre the 
Freefall 21st

 Anniversary Exhibition (10 November – 2 March). Through photos, film and testimony, 
get to know the dancers, learn about the company’s history and discover how Freefall represents 
BRB’s values – creative to the core; devoted to brilliance; diverse and different; full of heart. 

At the stroke of midnight on Christmas Eve, Clara tiptoes downstairs and is swept away on an unforgettable 
magical journey… 

At her parents’ lavish Christmas party, Clara is given a mysterious Nutcracker Doll. Once all the guests have 
left, she sneaks downstairs to find her present and comes face-to-face with the fearsome King Rat, ready to 
do battle with the Nutcracker and his band of toy soldiers. As soon as King Rat is vanquished, Clara is 
whisked away on a magical adventure with the Nutcracker, travelling through swirling snowflakes to an 
enchanting kingdom where she is transformed into the Sugar Plum Fairy. 
Tchaikovsky’s glorious score, performed live by the 60-strong Royal Ballet Sinfonia, provides the captivating 
soundtrack to this festive classic. 
This sumptuous and timeless production boasts daring swordfights, falling snow, magic, and a 30-foot 
Christmas tree. Whether you’re yearning for a hint of nostalgia or looking to start a whole new tradition for 
your family and friends, start your festive season with a little theatrical sparkle. 

Through mesmerising music and seamlessly woven archival and film 
footage, Shirley J. Thompson’s celebratory opera, Women of the Windrush, 
portrays inspirational narratives from the lives of women who travelled to the 
UK from the West Indies between the 1940s and the 1960s, when persons 
from those countries were invited by the British government to assist in the 
rebuilding of post-war Britain. 
The stage work is a re-imagining of Thompson’s film, Memories in Mind: 
Women of the Windrush Tell Their Stories (1992, British Film Institute). The 
renowned Birmingham-based soprano, Abigail Kelly, leads the performance. 
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https://www.nhs.uk/vaccine-walk-in 

Appointments only: 
Telephone:  

0300 123 2323 

          enquiries@suttoncoldfieldtownhall.com 

 

What’s On: suttoncoldfieldtownhall.com/events/ 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/find-a-walk-in-coronavirus-covid-19-vaccination-site/
mailto:enquiries@suttoncoldfieldtownhall.com
https://suttoncoldfieldtownhall.com/events/
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DO YOU KNOW THAT FOR EACH PRODUCTION WE DO IT TAKES A MINIMUM OF 

15 VOLUNTEERS PER NIGHT… AND THAT DOESN’T INCLUDE THE ACTORS! 
Acting, Directing, Musical Theatre, Backstage, Stage Management, Props, Set Building, Maintenance, Bar, Box 

Office, Coffee/Programme Selling, Sweets, Costume & Dressmaking, Front of 
House, Fundraising, Publicity, Lighting, Sound 

IF YOU ARE A MEMBER AND ARE INTERSTED IN HELPING US WITH ANY OF THE ABOVE PLEASE LET US KNOW.  
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highburytheatre.co.uk 

https://highburytheatre.co.uk/
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nasar.mahmood@bsettlement.org.uk 

www.birminghamsettlement.org.uk 

 

mailto:nasar.mahmood@bsettlement.org.uk
https://www.birminghamsettlement.org.uk/
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www.birminghamsettlement.org.uk 

 

www.birminghamsettlement.org.uk 

https://www.birminghamsettlement.org.uk/
https://www.birminghamsettlement.org.uk/
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Donate now 
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https://buddybagfoundation.co.uk/
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 SUTTON COLDFIELD JAZZ CLUB 
At Boldmere Sports & Social Club 

323, Boldmere Road, Sutton Coldfield 

                                 West Midlands B73 5HQ 

      

 

Every Wednesday night: 8pm to 10.30pm (Doors open 7pm) 
All Welcome-Pay at the Door (No Club Membership Fee) 

Live Jazz Bands, Bar, Parking, Dancing & Socialising 

We look forward to seeing you to be entertained  

for a great night out. 
For details of the Bands playing and entrance price, please 

see our Facebook Page as listed below:  
https:/

 SUTTON COLDFIELD ACOUSTIC  
GUITAR CLUB 

At The Legion Club, Rectory Road, Sutton Coldfield 

West Midlands B75 7AL  

     

The First Tuesday of every month: 8pm to 10.30pm 

(Doors open 7.30pm) 
All Welcome- Guitarists, Guitar singers, and Listeners. 

Pay at the Door (No Club Membership Fee) £3.00 entrance fee 

Live Music, Bar, Parking, & Socialising 

We look forward to seeing you to be entertained  
for a great night out. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more details, please see our Facebook Page as listed below:  
https://www.facebook.com/The-Sutton-Coldfield-Acoustic-

Guitar-Club-109012558287876/ 

                      Or Contact: Sandra on 07932-395158 

  

Contact: Colin – 07966-745741   

Boldmere 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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https://scu3a.org.uk/ 

https://scu3a.org.uk/
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www.Trinity-photography-group.com 

www.facebook.com/groups/TrinityPhotographicGroup/ www.suttonphoto.club 

http://www.Trinity-photography-group.com
http://www.facebook.com/groups/TrinityPhotographicGroup/
https://www.suttonphoto.club/
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www.suttoncoldfieldcreativestitchers.co.uk 

BIRMINGHAM COMPUTERS & 
COMPONENTS 

 

Professional supply and support for 
Business and Home in the Birmingham 

area. 
Check our web site for details of our 

services and products. We supply 
Desktops, Laptops – both new & high 

quality refurbished - Gaming 
Computers, Accessories, Web Design. 

 

0121 270 6180 

 

www.birminghamcomputershop.co.uk 

 

We look forward to being of service to you 

http://www.suttoncoldfieldcreativestitchers.co.uk/
https://birminghamcomputershop.co.uk/


We meet monthly 2nd Tuesday 2.30pm 
Streetly Community Centre, Foley Rd. 

East, B74 3HR. 
Why not join us - we are a friendly, 

enthusiastic Club ' Bringing People & 
Flowers Together', 

Next meeting Tuesday 14th November 
- National Demonstrator Lorena Dyer 

'The Magic of Christmas'.  
Further details Chris Reeves tel: 0121 

354 6264.  
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STREETLY FLOWER ARRANGERS’ CLUB 
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We had such a fabulous meeting in October, where we welcomed Wayne 
Williams from the Birmingham Botanical Gardens, who gave us a very 
interesting talk about chrysanthemums.  These plants have been out of 
fashion for several years, although still popular as cut flowers, many 
people feel they are old fashioned, and associated with funeral flowers!! 
However, as we all know, fashions come and go, as can be seen by how 
popular dahlias are now, compared to a few years ago when gardeners 
would not give them house room!  Many chrysanthemums can be grown 
as hardy border perennials and add much needed garden colour at this 
time of year.   
Wayne is off to pastures new, to take up a position on the Isle of White, 
so in an effort to downsize his plant collection, bought along some 
fabulous specimens for sale at bargain prices.  Many members went 
home clutching large pots of aeoniums, hardy gingers, sansevieria and 
other goodies!! How much do gardeners love getting a new plant!   

We had a competition called ' A spooky display ' 
and the pictures show the winning entries.   
Next month is our AGM and buffet.  Please 
come along and see what we get up to.  A warm 
welcome is guaranteed.   
We meet the second Thursday of each month, 
at Banners Gate Community Church in 
Westwood Rd B73 6UH, doors open at 7.30 for 
an 8.00p.m. start.  If you want more information, 
have a look at our website or Facebook page, 
or give our secretary Gail a call on 
07307857440. 

The Sutton Coldfield Fuchsia Society & Gardening Guild. 
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 CALLING ALL QUILTERS! OR ARE YOU INTERESTED IN LEARNING ABOUT QUILTING? 
WANT TO IMPROVE YOUR SKILLS AND TECHNIQUES? 

WHY NOT COME TO OUR GROUP? 

 

Sutton Coldfield Trinity Quilters was founded in 1996, our aims are to further the skill and art of 
patchwork and quilting. We meet at Holy Trinity Parish Church, Mill Street twice per month: the 
second Tuesday evening from 7.30-9.30 pm and the fourth Wednesday afternoon from 2.30-

4.30 pm. Our programme runs from September to July each year. 
 

ABOUT OUR MEETINGS: Our meetings are varied: we invite quilters to come along to give 
talks, demonstrations and workshops in their particular specialism, as well as sit and sew 
meetings, social evenings, demonstrations. We also have regular workshops and Show and Tell 
evening. We have two trips a year, one to the Malvern Quilt Show in May and another to a 
quilting outlet for retail therapy (different each year). 
 

Our new programme commenced on 12 September 2023 and we have a good mix of speakers, 
workshops, sit and sew sessions. 
 

WHO CAN JOIN? Anyone who is interested in patchwork and quilting - you don't need to be an 
expert! We positively welcome beginners to the craft and members are more than willing to 
share their knowledge. In addition, one of our members is a qualified P&Q teacher and runs 
workshops and classes in and around Sutton Coldfield. 
 

WHAT KIND OF THINGS DO YOU MAKE? Quilts aren't just things you put on beds: we make 
bags, cushions, even clothing! Quilts can be "traditional" or modern, contemporary, illusions, 
memory quilts, pictures, miniatures, etc. If you are a complete beginner, start by making a bag 
or small cushion or cot quilt. Many members also make quilts for Linus UK, a charity which gives 
quilts to children and young people in hospital, hospice or in need. Whilst we do not "make" 
things at meetings, we have demonstrations and workshops and some sit and sew sessions. 
We have a collection of "how to" notes and patterns for beginners to help start their quilting 
journey. 
 

HOW MUCH WILL IT COST? Members pay an annual subscription of £20, due in September 
(or £10 from January), plus £4 for each meeting attended. Visitors are welcome and pay £5 per 
meeting attended. 
 

BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP: Firstly, you'll benefit from the skills and expertise of fellow 
quilters as well as a reduced attendance fee. We have an extensive library for the use of 
members, for a small borrowing fee.  

 

WANT TO KNOW MORE? You can contact 
me, Carol Morden, Chair on 0121 352 1485/
cmorden42@gmail.com, I'm always pleased to 
talk to people who are interested in the art of 
patchwork and quilting. You can also find out 
about us on Facebook - Sutton Coldfield Trinity 
Quilters. 
 

WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU 
SOON! 
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Email: s.summerfield@ageconcernbirmingham.org.uk 

 

mailto:s.summerfield@ageconcernbirmingham.org.uk
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Hope Food North Birmingham 
are currently looking for a new 
base in/around Sutton 
Coldfield.  We need it to store 

food and prepare food bags.  We would need 
access in the day and evening Monday to 
Friday.   We run 3 food banks weekly in 
Erdington, Falcon Lodge and Mere Green.   If 
anyone has any premises with vehicle access 
that they would think would suit us, please get 
in touch.  Thank you.  

T: 07869 822502   E: info@hopefood.org.uk 

 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO SUPPORT OUR 
WORK, PLEASE MAKE A DONATION USING 

THIS LINK. 
https://link.justgiving.com/v1/charity/donate/
charityId/3143929?
tipScheme=TipJar2.1&reference=givingcheckout_tj
21 

 

Hope Food – North Birmingham.  A charitable incorporated 
organisation registered in England.  Charity registration 

number 1195019. 
Registered office 407 Jockey Road, Sutton Coldfield B73 5XH 

mailto:info@hopefood.org.uk
https://link.justgiving.com/v1/charity/donate/charityId/3143929?tipScheme=TipJar2.1&reference=givingcheckout_tj21
https://link.justgiving.com/v1/charity/donate/charityId/3143929?tipScheme=TipJar2.1&reference=givingcheckout_tj21
https://link.justgiving.com/v1/charity/donate/charityId/3143929?tipScheme=TipJar2.1&reference=givingcheckout_tj21
https://link.justgiving.com/v1/charity/donate/charityId/3143929?tipScheme=TipJar2.1&reference=givingcheckout_tj21
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Are You A Carer? Do you need support and advice?  
 

Do you provide unpaid care to a friend, neighbour, or family member who couldn’t 
manage alone? 

 

Age Concern Birmingham run the Carer’s Contact Centre as part of the Birmingham 
Carers Hub partnership. Our advisors are available to help carers with help, advice 
and information, we register carers and also offer a Statutory Carer’s Assessment, 
wellbeing payments if eligible and information on a wide range of wellbeing 

services. We also provide advice on welfare benefits and can link carers to information about grants, 
legal advice on wills and power of attorney and other one to one support.     
 

If you need advice in your caring role, please call us on: 
Information and Advice Line – 0333 006 9711 (low call rate) 
Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri: 9am-5.15pm / Wed: 9am-7.15pm 

Saturday: 10am – 12.30pm 

Email us at info@birminghamcarershub.org.uk 

Visit our website at https://forwardcarers.org.uk/  
Birmingham Carers Hub Specialist Dementia Service 

 

The Birmingham Carers Hub team have all received enhanced dementia training and we have launched 
a new service offering support to carers of people with dementia. We have also appointed a small team 
of Specialist Dementia Carer Advisors. 
 

We offer a Dementia Specialist person-centred service, supporting Carers who provide care to someone 
with dementia. Our advisors understand the challenges of caring for people with dementia and are here 
to guide and support you throughout your caring journey. We are part of a wider partnership of 
organisations providing other support to dementia carers such as training and groups, find out more on 
the Forward Carers website: https://forwardcarers.org.uk/ 
 

For information, help and advice, call 0333 006 9711 and ask to speak to one of our Specialist Dementia 
Carer Advisors, or email:  dementiacarers@birminghamcarershub.org.uk  

Age concern no longer have their: 
Our Trusted Tradesperson Scheme has 
the right trade, whatever you job. From 
builders to plumbers and electricians all of 
our tradespeople are vetted, DBS checked 
and working to current guidelines. 
 

But you could try the NO ROGUE TRADERS 
HERE scheme run by many councils, 
including Birmingham. 
 

No Rogue Traders Here works in partnership 
with Trading Standards to keep a list of 
traders across the West Midlands who have 
been interviewed and quality checked.  
 

Click here for the link that takes you through 
the Birmingham City Council website for 
additional confirmation. 

 

Contact number above if interested. 

mailto:info@birminghamcarershub.urg.uk
https://forwardcarers.org.uk/
https://forwardcarers.org.uk/
mailto:dementiacarers@birminghamcarershub.org.uk
https://noroguetradershere.com/
https://noroguetradershere.com/
https://noroguetradershere.com/
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/20108/trading_standards/1058/find_an_approved_trader


 

Discourage lawless individuals from breaking into your 
property with the modern security systems we provide for 
properties throughout Birmingham. Based in Great Barr, 
we are a small family-run business committed to 
providing state-of-the-art security systems which 
effectively protect your property from harm. Primarily 
serving domestic and commercial customers, we design, 
supply, install, commission, and service all security 
systems in full accordance and compliance with the latest 
British and European standards. From supplying high-

tech CCTV systems and Burglar Alarms to installing fob 
Access Control systems and Fire Alarms, we are the first 
choice when you want to increase your property’s 
security. To arrange a free, no-obligation consultation for 
any of the security systems we supply, please get in 
touch.   

Phone no. 0121 386 2639 

Email: info@cw-sec.co.uk  Website: www.cw-sec.co.uk 
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0121 323 4200 

 

Facebook: Only Rosie’s 

Instagram: onlyrosiescakes 

Email: rosie_p25@hotmail.co.uk 

www.healthystart.nhs.uk 

mailto:info@cw-sec.co.uk
http://www.cw-sec.co.uk/
mailto:Email:%20rosie_p25@hotmail.co.uk
https://www.healthystart.nhs.uk/
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Contact Michelle on 07933 986 869 

Monday - Friday 10am to 5pm 
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 luchubbard@hotmail.com 

  www.teachitright.com 

2022 

mailto:luchubbard@hotmail.com
mailto:www.teachitright.com
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Monday & Wednesday 

 

Blue Coats School Gym 

 

WS1 2ND 

 

Kids: 6.00pm—7.00pm 

Tuesday 

 

Mere Green 

 

Community Centre 

 

Adults & Juniors: 
 

7.00pm—8.30pm 

Wednesday 

 

Sutton Girls’ School 
 

(Dance Studio at the 

Back of the building) 
 

Adults & Juniors (12+): 
7.00pm—8.30pm 

Thursday 

 

All Saints’ Church Hall 
 

Kids: 6.00pm—7.00pm 

 

Adults: 7.00pm—8.30pm 

*Multi-style martial arts club welcome students of all ages and abilities* 

 

*Enthusiastic and  experienced instructors* 

 

*Four chances to grade a year for lower grades* 

 

*Local and national kickboxing and jujitsu competitions open to all students* 

 

Contact Gary on 07921 132 860 

 

or email: chong.fouroaks@gmail.com  

         *Established in the area for over 22 years* 

Mondays & Wednesdays 

Blue Coat C.E. Academy, Birmingham Street, Walsall WS1 2ND 

Kids  6.00pm  -  7.00pm 

Adults  7.00pm  -  8.30pm 

Pregnancy YogaLates 
Class 

Pregnancy YogaLates 
Class 

mailto:chong.fouroaks@gmail.com
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The Chemist, M.W. Phillips, at Sutton Park Surgery – 0121 353 9027 

 

 

 

 

 

See front page 

 

0121 353 2586 

 



New Horizons Counselling Services.  
The Community Hall, Reay Nadin Drive, Sutton Coldfield.  

If you would like to know about our service ring the number above 

Or visit our web site www.newhorizonscounselling.org. 

WDC Service Solutions Ltd 

Complete Door Security and Access Solutions 

WDC can repair the following products: UPVC WINDOWS, 
HANDLES, HINGES, LOCKS, ROLLERS FOR PATIO DOORS, 

SECURITY, UPGRADES, REPAIRS TO UPVC DOORS, TIMBER 
DOOR REPAIRS, REPLACEMENT DOORS, GARAGE DOOR 

REPAIRS, REPAIR OR REPLACE, FAULTY CABLES, HANDLES 
AND LOCKS, REMOTE CONTROLS, REPLACEMENT FOBS, 

NEW GARAGE DOOR SYSTEMS, FREE QUOTATIONS. 
www.wdcservicesolutions.com  service@wdcservicesolutions.com 

sales@wdcservicesolutions.com  T: 0121 285 3222 

Unit 16 C, Maybrook Business Park, Maybrook Road,  
Minworth. B76 1AL 
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HATHA YOGA 

 

Banners Gate 
 

Community Hall, 
 

Thursdays 10.00 -11.00 a.m. 
Beginners class £5.50 per session 

Please call Tricia on 07954 403943.  

The Banners Gate Community Hall is 
available at various times during the week, 

including weekends. 
The hall is approx. 38’ x 21’  

(11.6m x 6.4m) 
The kitchen is approx. 11’ x 7’  

(3.4m x 2.2m) 
The Jarrett room is approx. 13’ x 8’  

(4m x 2.5m) 
The ladies has 2 cubicles and a nappy 

changing table.  There is a gents/disabled 
toilet. 

The building is step-free. 
For further booking information go to: 

www.bannersgatecommunityassociation.org 

Public Speaking for Absolute 
Beginners  

by Sally Jenkins 

Tips on constructing and presenting 
all types of speeches.  

Available on Amazon or direct from 
the author: 

sallysjenkins@btinternet.com   0121 

0777 333 9214 

Banners Gate Community  
 

Hall Coffee Mornings.  
 

The next is on 21st November 
 

at 10 o’clock. 

 

 
 

 

http://www.newhorizonscounselling.org
http://www.bannersgatecommunityassociation.org
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SWIMMING LESSONS 

for ages 4 and upwards: 
Wednesday & Friday Evenings 

Local Pools ~ All Abilities 

Badge Work ~ Qualified Instructors 

0121 353 6616 

www.swimminglessonsinsuttoncoldfield.co.uk 

Plastering internal & external 
specialist 
Includes: Dry lining  -  Plaster 
boarding  -  Artex re-skimming  -  
Replacement walls & ceilings  -  
Painting / Decorating  -  Carpentry 
 

Lee Nugent 
 

36 Banners Gate Road 

Sutton Coldfield  B73 6RX 

Office: 0121 354 5446 

Mobile: 07934 15 19 20 

Lee.nugent1@virginmedia.com 

           0 – 13 months 
    Baby Development Class 
 

Wednesdays 9.30, 11.00 and 12.30 
 

 

Music, singing, exercise, massage, signing, light 
shows, bubbles, bells, tickly feathers  and 

many more!!   For more details:  
 

Call Tracy Jones on 07753 82 56 22 
 

Email: suttoncoldfield@babysensory.co.uk 

www.rhythmcircle.co.uk 

HOME TUITION 
 

Key Stage Two SATs tuition:  
English comprehension, spelling, punctuation, and grammar.  

 

Spanish and French: leisure courses and 
exam preparation to GCSE and A-level.  

 

Tracy:  0780 329 3351 

 

Create the best party possible for your little ones 

Birthdays, Weddings, Christenings, Fetes, School Workshops, Plays and much more 

We can cater for anything including: Full Party Entertainment, Mascots, Soft Play, Bouncy Castles, Face 
Painting, 

and Pamper Parties    Facebook: Lucky Buntys Twitter: @LuckyBuntys 

12 Chester Gardens, B73 5BF   0770 7006802 

mailto:Lee,nugent1@virginmedia.com
mailto:suttoncoldfield@babysensory.co.uk
http://www.rhythmcircle.co.uk
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Lovelight crystals and healing gemstone 

jewellery available at Bert and Gerts!  

 

WWW.BERTANDGERTS.CO.UK 

 
Calebs Rainbows is the dream of 
Rosemary Ferrell a great grandmother 
with a passion for making beautiful dolls 
with a story. “Every doll is different”. 
Rosemary loves all things creative, be it 
sewing, knitting, drawing, or baking and 
she has, having been to college, 
decided to turn her hobby into a 
business as there is a demand for her 
products. 

https://bertandgerts.co.uk/


Banners Gate Community Church - Events 

 

Monday, Thursday, Friday - Baby Phonics 

Contact email: Jenna@robotreg.co.uk for times and availability  
 

Tuesday and Wednesday - Baby Sensory 

Contact Tracy at email: suttoncoldfield@babysensory.co.uk for times and 
availability 

 

 

Please visit our website at  
 

https://www.bannersgatechurch.com/ 

The Scout Hut  -  Coppice View Road  -  Sutton Coldfield  -  B73 6UE. 

Tai Chi Class 

Every Tuesday morning at 11.45 to 12.45. 

The cost is £5 per person. Everyone is welcome and all abilities  

are catered for in a relaxing and enjoyable environment. 

If anyone needs further details, please contact me on  

01543 480151 

 St Columba’s Church Hall 
 

Hall letting for St Columba’s Church.  
 

Weekday lettings are available for the large Church Hall which includes a  

well equipped kitchen.  
 

Entrance to the hall is step free and is suitable for wheel chair access 
throughout the premises. 

 

Male, Female and disabled toilet facilities  

 

All enquiries to Alison via email please.  
 

st.columbahall@yahoo.com 
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Bookings 

Banners Gate Community Hall 
Coffee Mornings, third Tuesday of the month 

The next is on 21st November 

at 10 o’clock 
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Useful telephone 
numbers 

  Sutton and Kingstanding 

Police: 101 

Good Hope: 424 2000 

Outpatients: 424 2000 

NHS Health helpline: 
Call 111 it’s 24/7 

Citizens Advice 

03444 111 444 

BANNERS GATE 
COUNSELLING CENTRE 

 

Accessible and Affordable 
Counselling to Adults in the 

Community.  The Upper Room 

St. Michael’s House 

198 Boldmere Road 

Sutton Coldfield 

Tel : 0121 354 6544 

For information or an 
appointment please ring after 

10 a.m. daily, except 
Wednesday 

Banners Gate 

Community hall 
Coffee Mornings 

The next is on 

21st November 
At 10 o’clock 

DAY/TIME ACTIVITY VENUE CONTACT TEL. 
Sun  (1st) 11.00 –2.00 pm 

10.00 am 
1st Sunday of month 10.00-12 pm 

10.30 am (fortnightly) 
11.00 am 

7.30—8.30pm 

Create at Gate with K & S 

Family Communion 

Loveworld Church 

Sunday Gathering 

Chikara Karate Kai 
Soul Yoga -1st Sunday 

Community Hall 
St. Columba's 

Community Hall 
Banners Gate CC 

Scout Hall 
Community Hall 

Kathy Weston 

 

Ola Samuel      07565 

Nigel Willis 

Paul Murphy    07837 

Cath Hussey 

628 6651 

354 5873 

65 27 62 

353 0230 

39 57 89 

 

Mon                  6.00—7.00 

11amto1.00pm   
7.30 – 9.00 pm            

                      
 

Self |Defence & Fitness 

Dementia Care 

Line Dancing 

 

 

Community Hall 
Community Hall 
Community Hall 
 

 

Adam Claxton       07376 

Barbara H-Walker 
Diane Pursall 
 

 

27 90 15 

553 6483 

747 4659 

 

 

Tues          8.00  -  5.00pm.    
3rd Tues 9.15 - 12.00pm 

11.45am  - 12.45pm 

6.30 – 7.30 & 7.30 – 9.00  
7.45 pm 

 

Born to Spa, Baby Spa 

Coffee Morning 3rd Tuesdays 

Tai Chi 
Line Dancing 

Chikara Karate Kai 

Community Hall 
Community Hall 
Scout Hut 
Community Hall 
St. Columba's 

Anna Madge      07833 

Dave Cockbill 
Neil  Rankine    07721 

Diane Pursall 
Paul Murphy       07837 

45 70 74 

 

67 09 13 

747 4659 

39 57 89 

Wed          9.30, 11.00 &12 

10.30 - 12.30 

7.00 pm 

Baby Sensory 

Guide Dog Training 

SlimmingWorld 

Banners Gate CC 

Community Hall 
St Columba’s 

Tracy Jones     0775 

Madge Nightingale 

Karen                07759 

82 56 22 

360 0286  
17 02 89 

 

                                                       
Thurs      10.00—11.00 am 

12  -  2.00 

6.30 – 9.45 pm 

6.45 – 9.30 pm  
(3rd of each month) 7.00 pm 

 

 

Yoga 

Home Education W Mids 

Zig Zag Dance Studio 

Banners Gate Bridge Club 

Townswomen's Guild 

 

 

Community Hall 
Community Hall 
St. Columba's  
Community Hall 
Banners Gate CC 

 

  
Tricia                  07954 

Pauls & Kelly       07891 

 Warren               01902 

Sylvia Cunnington    07870 

Sue Nation 

 

 

40 39 43 

82 63 80 

897 900 

82 98 37 

353 4114 

 

9.30  -  11.15                     
4.30-5.30&5.30-6.30 

7.00  -  8.00  pm       
 

 The Creation Station 

Repertoire Dance Studio 

Sign Language Classes 

 

 

Community Hall 
Community Hall 
Community Hall 

Avne Wilson         07793 

Chloe Lloyd          07729 

Shakila Kosar       07825 

 

54 26 48 

47 79 46 

25 50 42 

 
Saturday                             

.                             
 

                             UNIFORMED ORGANISATIONS: 
Scouts:  Margaret Drummond,  33rd GSL    
353 5203    Girlguiding: Carol Gardner, 
Vesey West District Commissioner  350 7191 

BOOKING SECRETARIES: 
Community Hall mobile:  075 65 54 68 21 

Banners Gate CC - Nigel Willis   07711 284562  
St. Columba's     -   Alison Jolley st.columbahall@yahoo.com 

Scout Hall           -   A & R Talliss  353 8166 

Girlguiding gives girls and young women a voice.....has done so for 100 years.....be part of the next 100 

Could you spare 1½ hours a week to help with the St Columba’s Guide unit? Gain real satisfaction in volunteering and helping to ensure 
girls in Banners Gate aged 10 – 14 can continue to enjoy games, projects, badges and outings at Guides. 

There are also places available in both Brownie units in September for girls aged 7 or 8. 
For more information contact Carol Gardner on 350 7191. 

 

      Day/Time                   Activity                     Venue                       Contact                   Tel 
Mon 6.00 - 7.30pm    39th Brownies     St Columba's Hall                                          354 5873 

Tues 6.00 - 7.30pm   45th Brownies     St Columba's Hall           Carol Gardner        350 7191 

Thurs 5.00 - 6.00pm  39th Rainbows    St Columba's Hall                                          354 5873 

33rd Sutton Coldfield Scout Group,  
H.Q. Coppice View Road 

Monday    Beavers  5.30 p.m. – 6.45 p.m. ages 6 – 8 years 

      Scouts     7.00 p.m. – 9.00 p.m. ages 10 ½ – 14 years 

Tuesday    Beavers  5.40 p.m. – 6.40 p.m. ages 6 – 8 years 

      Cubs       7.00 p.m. – 8.30 p.m. ages 8 – 10 ½ years 

Thursday  Cubs       7.00 p.m. – 8.30 p.m. ages 8 – 10 ½ years 

Contact 0121 353 5203 

Email: margaretdrummond1@btinternet.com 

 

 

Thurs. 19th October  Falklands Talk -  David 
Bardell 

Thurs. 16th November  Christmas Past and 
Present - Mary Bodfish 

Thurs. 9th December   Christmas Party 

Our vibrant Guild meets on the 3rd 
Thursday of the month, 7.00 - 10.00 in the 
Westwood Hall, Banners Gate Community 

Church. 
Contact Sue Nation on 353 4114 

The 18th Sutton Coldfield West 
Scout Group and the 15th 
Sutton Coldfield West Scout 
Group have merged and are 
now named the 33rd  
Headquarters are at the Scout 
Hut, Coppice View Road.  
B73 6UE. 

 

 

St Columba’s 
Church 

Coffee Morning 

Every Friday of  
the month 

10.00  -  Noon 

All Welcome 

For details see website at www.stcolumbasbannersgate.co.uk
www.bannersgatechurch.com

The Townswomen's Guild  Banners Gate Community Church 

 Westwood Road. B73 6UH 

We currently meet fortnightly on Sunday 
mornings from 10.30am for fellowship, 

worship, prayer and learning together in an 
informal setting, with other gatherings 

throughout the week. 
To find out more visit our website at 

www.bannersgatechurch.com. 

mailto:st.columbahall@yahoo.com
http://www.stcolumbasbannersgate.co.uk
http://www.bannersgatechurch.com
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