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Rob Pocock:

HOLLYHURST IN A HOLE?

Earlier in the autumn | was contacted by

residents in Hollyhurst Road about a

growing number of potholes in the road. |

got these logged with the Council’s

contractor company, Kier Highways, who
have the job of filling them in. A while later | had an
email back, saying they had inspected the road and
there was nothing left to repair. Surprise surprise | went
back again a few days later after a tip-off from residents
- and the potholes were still there, basking in full glory!

Who knows whether it was a mistake or they just didn’t
visit — anyway there is no substitute for face-to-face
contact. | met personally with the local Kier Highways
Steward and showed him photos | had taken of the 6
large holes along the road. He has promised to make
the inspection himself this time, and who knows, by the
time you read this the work may have actually been
marked up on the road and programmed for action!

MORE ON ROADS AND PAVEMENTS

While on the subject of roads and pavements, it was
disappointing to see that the Government have
withdrawn their funding support for the City Council ‘PFI’
roads contract with Kier Highways. This was due to last
till 2035 and was priced at over £500 million in extra
central government support over that period. So we will
all need to have to do without that extra funding in
future. Despite its financial problems the City Council will
still honour its side of the contract, but the total funds for
maintaining our roads, pavements, streetlights and trees
will drop by over a half in future.

NEXT ‘NEW YEAR TIP TRUCK’ VISIT
In the New Year we enter the final quarter of the Pilot

Project for the ‘tip trucks’ that the City Council have been
laying on across the Sutton Vesey ward. The first visit of

the New Year is at the Welshman's Hill site, on Weds
17" January, New Oscott. Drop by any time from 7am
to 12.15pm, so if you're planning a Christmas or New
Year clear-out of the loft, shed, garage or surplus winter
garden waste, all this will be especially welcome!

The funding for this Pilot Project runs out at the end of
March and we have applied for a further government
funding award to see if it can carry on in future. The
roving ‘tip trucks’ have proved to be one of the most
popular things the City Council has done for a long time
- so Kath Scott and I, as your City Councillors, will be
lobbying like crazy to keep this service going.

In the meantime, our very best wishes for a Merry
Christmas, and a Happy New Year!

Andrew Mitchell MP: Merry Christmas
and Happy New Year

As we approach Christmas and get ready to

enjoy a well-earned break with family and

friends, | wanted to take the opportunity to

write to you, readers of Gatepost, about
some of the work that has been going on throughout
our brilliant Royal Town.

One of the many joys about being the Royal Town's MP
is going round my constituency meeting exceptional
people — many of whom put back so much into the
community. None more so than Hannah Simnett, who
runs a remarkable charity in Boldmere,

Cherished, which has just received the Kings Award for
Voluntary Service. | spoke with Hannah about her and
her charity’s fantastic work. Cherished seeks to help
give marginalised girls — and some boys — confidence,
guidance, support and encouragement as they chart the
difficulties of young life and overcome emotional trauma
that can result in behavioural issues. They helped more
than 1570 young people change and improve their life
outcomes last year and cover a total of 70 schools in
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all. If you'd like to learn more about the valuable work
Cherished accomplishes for our community, please
check them out yourself on their website -
https://www.cherisheduk.org/

On 15" December, | spent the morning alongside our
brilliant West Midlands Mayor Andy Street visiting the
new Amazon facility to see their Christmas operation
supplying hundreds of thousands of items to thousands
of my constituents. | had the pleasant task of opening
Amazon Sutton Coldfield earlier this year, which
employs 2000 people (exceeding previous estimates of
1600) and has 1100 local good quality jobs, is an
investment of £550 million, and produces 3.6 MWh of
solar energy.

You can probably tell | am impressed by this ‘window on
the future’, which represents an extraordinary
investment in our Town bringing high-quality jobs and
local employment opportunities.

| have had the pleasure of visiting several schools
recently throughout Royal Sutton, such as Holy Cross
school in Walmley where | enjoyed meeting years 5 and
6 and answering their questions. They showed immense
interest and concern about the world around them and
are going to make a great contribution to Sutton
Coldfield and beyond.

It was also a great joy to visit Bishop Vesey’s Giving
Tree, joining students for their annual project as part of
the school’s growing success in supporting local
charities.

Many of my constituents will rightly be concerned about
the recent financial developments at Birmingham City
Council, especially with the section

114 (bankruptcy) notice, which is looming over the Royal
Town, threatening our Park and the public services
which we rightly expect from our City Council.

Rest assured, | will continue to monitor Birmingham City
Council and recently met the Chief Executive Deborah
Cadman, and the Director of Intervention Response,
Rishi Shori. These senior officers work with the

current administration of the City Council and the
commissioners which the government have put in to run
Birmingham council to try to sort it out.

Once again may | wish you a happy new year and a
peaceful Christmas . Please remember | and all our
councillors are here to help. If ever | can help you,
please let me know,

Best wishes

ANDREW

Max Hatton:
Merry Christmas Gatepost Readers!
We are fast approaching the end of
2023 and the beginning of our
Christmas Holidays. For those of you
breaking up from work/school, | hope
you enjoy your time off with loved ones!
I've volunteered to cook Christmas dinner this year,
so any tips on not cooking up a disaster will be
greatly appreciated! Although this isn’t my first
attempt at Christmas dinner, in fact one year |
worked Christmas day in the Sutton Park Hotel
kitchens cooking Christmas lunches for our patrons,
and although | had succumbed to a couple of gravy
burns it was great to spend Christmas with so many
people, and the tips were a bonus! For anyone
working over the Christmas holidays, | hope you get
well deserved respite in the new year!

The Town Council have our annual displays of
Christmas lights along the main hight streets across
Sutton, however the residents of Sutton Coldfield
also display some great Christmas Light displays
every year! I'm sure many of you will have driven
along Monmouth Drive recently and noticed one
specific house that really lights up the street! On my
street, Welshmans Hill, we have quite a few houses
with lights up.

For those wondering about bin collections times over
the Christmas holidays, if your normal collection day
is a Monday, for rubbish and recycling that would
normally have been on Christmas Day (Monday 25"
December) it will now be collected Wednesday 27™
December.

For rubbish and recycling that would normally have
been on New Years Day (Monday 1 January) it will
now be collected Thursday 4" January.

For those that would normally have their collection
day on Tuesday, for rubbish and recycling that
would normally have been collected on Boxing Day
(Tuesday 26™) it will now be collected on Thursday
28" December.

for rubbish and recycling that would normally have
been collected on Tuesday 2" January it will now be
collected on Friday 5" January.

Our next Full Town Council meeting will be held on
Tuesday 30" January from 7pm at the Trinity Centre.

Until next year Gatepost readers, have a very Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year!

The next Banners Gate Neighbourhood Forum meeting will be on the last Thursday of
January, 25th., at 7.30 p.m. in the Banners Gate Community Hall, tea/coffee and biscuits
will be available. For this first meeting we have, as speaker and welcome guest, the

indomitable John Porter of Sutton Park fame.
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slimmingworld.co.uk

T: 07869 822502 E: info@hopefood.org.uk

and Mere Green.

St Columba’s Church Hall

Hall letting for St Columba’s Church.
Weekday lettings are available for the
large Church Hall which includes a
well equipped kitchen.
Entrance to the hall is step free and is
suitable for wheel chair access
throughout the premises.

Male, Female and disabled toilet facilities
All enquiries to Alison via email please.

st.columbahall@yahoo.com

10:00 -12:00

Not on
Friday 29th
December

Classes at St Columba’s Church

Monday Brownies 6 o’clock
Tuesday Brownies 6 o’clock
Thursday Rainbows

Friday Coffee Morning, see above
Sunday Morning Worship 10 o’clock

Hope Food North Birmingham are currently looking for a new base
in/around Sutton Coldfield. We need it to store food and prepare

food bags. We would need access in the day and evening Monday
to Friday. We run 3 food banks weekly in Erdington, Falcon Lodge
If anyone has any premises with vehicle access
that they would think would suit us, please get in touch. Thank you.

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO SUPPORT OUR WORK PLEASE MAKE A DONATION USING THIS orTHIS LINK:
sharedreading@foliosuttoncoldfield.org.uk

Hope Food — North Birmingham. A charitable incorporated organisation registered in

England. Charity registration number 1195019. Registered office 407 Jockey Road, Sutton

Coldfield B73 5XH
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HANDBOOK:

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100086596932293
https://birmingham.connecttosupport.org/
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Here are some of the items floating around WhatsApp.
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This is probably a commentary on my age, but | confess to being confused sometimes. Tony

It snowed last night...
8:00 am: | made a snowman.

8:10 - A feminist passed by and asked me why | didn't make a snow
woman.

8:15 - So, | made a snow woman.

8:17 - My feminist neighbour complained about the snow woman's
voluptuous chest saying it objectified snow women everywhere.

8:20 - The gay couple living nearby threw a hissy fit and moaned it
could have been two snow men instead.

8:22 - The transgender man/women/person asked why | didn't just
make one snow person with detachable parts.

8:25 - The vegans at the end of the lane complained about the carrot
nose, as veggies are food and not to decorate snow figures with.

8:28 - | was being called a racist because the snow couple is white.

8:31 - The middle eastern gent across the road demanded the snow
woman be covered up.

8:40 - The Police arrived saying someone had been offended.

8:42 - The feminist neighbour complained again that the broomstick
of the snow woman needed to be removed because it depicted
women in a domestic role.

8:43 - The council equality officer arrived and threatened me with
eviction.

8:45 - TV news crew from BBC showed up. | was asked if | know the
difference between snowmen and snowwomen? | replied
"Snowballs" and am now called a sexist.

9:00 - | was on the News as a suspected terrorist, racist, homophobe
sensibility offender, bent on stirring up trouble during difficult
weather.

9:10 - | was asked if | have any accomplices. My children were taken
by social services.

9:29 - Far left protesters offended by everything marched down the
street demanding for me to be arrested.

By noon it all melted
* Moral:

There is no moral to this story. It is what we have become, all
because of snowflakes.

Thanks to whoever sent this.
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To view in a browser click here
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https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/
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Dear Colleague
Sent on behalf of Birmingham City Council

I am writing to request your help in sharing details of our non-statutory budget
consultation to help inform the City Council’s budget proposals for 2024/2025.

Residents are being invited to fill in a survey in this first part of engagement with a
full consultation period to follow in early 2024.

This non-statutory part of the consultation will ask residents to tell us which services
they consider the most important.

The City Council needs to make significant savings over the next two years, this is
one of the steps to listing to citizens views to inform our future plans.

How you can help us

This is where we need your help, we are keen to ensure that as many citizens are
aware of the survey and have the opportunity to engage. We recognise that we
cannot reach all areas of the community and equally, some people will not be able
to access the digital platform. So we would very much ask you to do a couple of
things to support us:

Share details of the non-statutory consultation link: https://
www.birminghambeheard.org.uk/economy/bccbudgetconsultation2024 electronically
with any citizens, networks or groups you work with.

1. Support those people who do not have access to complete the survey online if
you are able to do so.

Take part in the survey.

Taking part in the survey means decision-makers are informed about local citizens
priorities and concerns. The closing date for the consultation is Wednesday
17" January 2024.

Thank you for supporting us in ensuring that citizens get the opportunity to engage
at this stage.

Kind regards
June Marshall

Head of Public Participation

Simon Furze (He/His/Him)

Public Participation Team
Strategy, Equalities & Partnership
getinvolved@birmingham.gov.uk
www.birmingham.gov.uk

Get involved with the Public Participation Team by registering here
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Words of Wisdom?
Banks and Money

Too many people spend money they don’t have, on things they don’t
need, to impress people they don't like.

A Bank is a place that will lend you money if you can prove that you
don’t need it.

Pessimism

A pessimist is a man who looks both ways before crossing a one-way
street.

Both optimists and pessimists contribute to society. The optimist invents
the aeroplane the pessimist the parachute.

Marriage

| am a marvellous housekeeper. Every time | leave a man, | keep his
house. ( Zsa Zsa Gabor )

My wife and | were happy for 20 years. Then we met!
Bigamy is having one wife too many. Monogamy is the same.
Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth Il

The Queen was never much of a football fan because there were no
horses involved.

But the Chairman of the FA did once get her to attend a match at
Wembley which she seemed to enjoy. Afterwards the Chairman asked
her who she thought had played best?

“The band of the Scots Guards “, she replied.

One must not be a name-dropper, as Her Majesty remarked to me the
other day.

Law and Politics

A lawyer is a person who writes a 10,000-word document and calls it a
brief!

Under capitalism, man exploits man, while under communism it’s the
other way round.

Communism is the longest path from capitalism to capitalism.

And finally,

The Grim Reaper

When | die, | want to go peacefully like my grandfather did, in his sleep.

Not yelling and screaming like the passengers in his car.

Thank you, Terry W
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Another Eric tale. December 2023

Looking back on my joyous choral singing experiences, | have had many fabulous times over the
years travelling and performing in countless European countries. As this Christmas approaches, |
am reminded that 25 years ago, this December, | travelled to Chicago with fifty other choir
members where we performed at the famous Rockefeller Chapel, as

well as other locations in the city. My fellow chorister and | thought the

group organiser’s cost was a bit steep, so we decided to make our own

arrangements, my pal would sort out the flights and me the

accommodation.

On arrival in Chicago, we got our taxi to the hotel on Michigan Avenue,

our cases were carried up to our room and on opening the door we

were confronted by a very large queen-sized bed. My pal looked at me sheepishly and | blurted
out that there was a mistake and | had my paperwork clearly stating two single beds. The porter
hustled us back to reception where they were so apologetic and gave the porter another key.
We were compensated handsomely with a suite comprising a lounge with coffee machine, a
huge TV, separate large bedrooms, both again with large TV s. The rest of the choir were
stopping at a newly built hotel a mile or so away from us.

A local TV station heard we were in town and the following morning at 5.00 am they picked us
up by coach and took us to their downtown studio. We were used on what they in
the jargon call “a sprinkle” during early to mid-morning news and weather
reports. We would form up every 15 minutes or so and sing carols as a
background. The only food they gave us were doughnuts and coffee. We were
singing “Ding Dong Merrily on High” at the same time as reports were being made
about President Clinton’s impeachment during the Monica Lewinsky episode.

Finally, we did get to visit the rest of our choir’s new hotel and the rooms were bijou, to be
polite. We felt guilty when they asked us about our hotel with its spacious accommodation.

Eric Dec 2023
Finally, | wish all the Gatepost contributors a Very Merry Christmas.

I am sure we would also all wish our very industrious Editor, Tony Willis a very big thanks and to
wish him and his family a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
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1. Which country first started the tradition of putting up a Christmas
tree?

2. Which popular Christmas beverage is also called 'milk punch'?
. How many ghosts show up in A Christmas Carol?

. What do people traditionally put on top of their Christmas tree?
. Where was baby Jesus born?

. What Hollywood actor played six different roles in The Polar Express?
. What colour are mistletoe berries?

. Which fairytale was the first gingerbread house inspired by?

. Who invented the Christmas wreath?

10. Where did the tradition of Christmas stockings come from?
11. What are the traditional 12 days of Christmas?

12. How do you say Merry Christmas in Spanish?

13. What was the coldest ever temperature recorded during a UK
winter?

14. What are the chances of a white Christmas in the UK?
15. How many Christmas trees are grown in Europe?

© 00N O O AW

16. Where does the royal family traditionally celebrate Christmas?
17. How many years do Christmas trees grow before they are sold?
18. When do the royal family exchange their presents?

19. In Home Alone, where is the family going on holiday?

20. How many Christmas trees are in Buckingham Palace?

21. Where does the word 'winter' come from?

22. How many mince pies are eaten in the UK every year?

23. What King was crowned on Christmas Day?

24. How many turkeys are eaten in the UK every year?

25. Traditionally, how long before Christmas should you start making
Christmas cake?

26. How many gifts are there in the 12 days of Christmas song?
27. What is the best-selling Christmas song?
28. What country has the most reindeer?

29. How many Christmas cards are sold in the UK every year?
30. Which country first decorated Christmas trees? Answers on page 19
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The Twelve Days After Christmas

The first day after Christmas, my true love and I had a fight
And so I chopped the pear tree down and burned it just for spite.

Then with a single cartridge, I shot the blasted partridge,
My true love, my true love gave to me.

The second day after Christmas, I pulled on the old rubber gloves,

and very gently wrung the necks of both the turtle doves.
My true love, my true love gave to me.

The third day after Christmas, my mother caught the croup.

I had to use the three French hens to make some chicken soup.
The four calling birds were a big mistake, for their language was obscene.
The five gold rings were completely fake, and they turned my fingers green.

The sixth day after Christmas the six laying geese wouldn't lay

I gave the whole darn gaggle to the RSPCA

On the seventh day, what a mess I found:

all seven of the swimming swans had drowned.
My true love, my true love gave to me.

The eighth day after Christmas, before they could suspect.
I bundled up the eight maids a milking,
nine pipers piping, ten ladies dancing,

“leven lords a leaping, twel/ve drummers drumming,
Well, actually. I kept one of the maids a-milking!

and sent them back collect.

I wrote my true love, "We are through love."
And I said in so many words:
"Furthermore, your Christmas gifts were for the
Four calling birds, three French hens, two turtle doves

and a partridge in a pear tree.

Thank you, Harold
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The Helpline operates 24/7 — so it will be open on Christmas Day
and the festive week — the number is 0121 262 3555 or people can
contact via the webchat at birminghammind.org

Birmingham Mind are offering a Crisis Service every evening over
Christmas week. There are three venues, the closest to Sutton, is
Erdington, which is open every evening from 5pm -11pm for drop
ins and crisis support on Christmas week. https://
birminghammind.org/what-we-do/talking-space-inc-crisis-support/
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To get involved please contact Claire:
Tel: 07930354885 or email info@ageconcernbirmingham.org.uk
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http://www.bhamtattoo.com

Here at Age Concern Birmingham - and funded through The Armed Forces

Covenant Trust Fund - we have been running a Birmingham and Sandwell “Friends for
Life” project for ex-service men and women since May last year. We started out with a group
of 4 and now have 40+ who are aware of our project. Our weekly Tues meetings can see
between 15-25 people attend on a drop in basis and have representation across all services.
(Army, Navy and RAF) our oldest member being Joan who is 101 and was one of the first
women to service in the WAF.

The aim of the project is to bring like-minded people together, to expand social opportunities
and promote supportive interactions. Over the months we are proud to report that many
friendships have formed, respect and strong values bring this group together resulting in a
community of support outside of the weekly meet. Many of our veterans have also gone on to
fulfil a volunteer role within our organization, giving a real sense of purpose and increased self-
esteem.

The project has many options to combat isolation - not everyone may be comfortable with a
group setting, so where possible we can facilitate phone calls, 1-1 meets and in some cases
home visits if all parties are happy.

If you have served or know someone who has and would benefit from this project — please
contact Claire on 07930354885 for more information
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Are you someone who would be willing to volunteer your time to help develop and
encourage the next generation of active citizens across West Midlands?

We are looking for people aged 18+ who will be positive role models for our Police Cadets
who are aged between 13-17.

We do not need you to have prior policing knowledge, we need people who can listen,
motivate and inspire.

Could you be the person who helps our Cadets reach their full potential?
Please note this is a volunteer role, not a paid role.

What are the benefits for you?
-Free Training
-Free Uniform

-A chance to participate in community and force wide events, including; Race for Life,
British Police Symphony Orchestra, activity outings, Remembrance parades, Pride and
much more

-Expenses i.e. Mileage will be covered to and from sessions
-Joining Local Policing Team's to conduct Foot Patrols, World Cafes, Speed watch etc

-Enhance your CV, by developing your skills in delivering sessions, organisation and
leadership abilities

You will be required to undertake Police Vetting, enhanced DBS and provide 3 references

You need to have been a UK Resident for at least 3 years.

If so, please contact Cadet Inbox on:

cadets@westmidlands.police.uk

Message Sent By
Fraser Llewellyn

(Police, Coordinator , Citizens in Policing)
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On the fifth day of Christmas, my local police gave to me: advice for staying safe on a
night out after a drink...or three!

Going out for a drink or two with friends is a great way to celebrate the Christmas
season, but it's important to be aware of the risks and take steps to stay safe.

Here are a few tips:

* Plan your route home and make sure you have a way to get there safely. Pre-
book a taxi with your mates

* Avoid walking alone at night, especially in poorly lit areas.
* Stick to well-lit, busy areas.
* Be aware of your surroundings and the people around you.

* Don't accept drinks from strangers and don't leave your drinks unattended.
Many bars have drink covers that you can use to deter drink spiking.

* Keep an eye on your valuables and use a cloakroom where you can.

* If you feel unsafe, trust your instincts and tell security staff.

For more information please visit https://www.west-midlands.police.uk/campaigns/safer
-nights

Or head to our TikTok channel to hear more from your local officers > https://
www.tiktok.com/@officialwmp

Stay safe this Christmas

Message Sent By

Stefanie Sadler

(West Midlands Police , Engagement & Consultation Officer,
Birmingham Partnerships)
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12 Days of Crime Prevention — Advice for small businesses

On the fourth day of Christmas, my local police gave to me: advice to protect my
business from a criminal shopping spree.

Crime against businesses and staff can increase during the Christmas season, so
it's important to take steps to protect yourself and your employees. Here are a few
tips:

* Install a security system and make sure it is properly maintained.

* Ask your local police force for free CCTV posters

« Train your staff on crime prevention measures, such as how to spot suspicious
activity and how to report crimes.

» Keep your business well-lit, both inside and out.

* Avoid keeping large amounts of cash on site.

* Avoid locking up by yourself, ask a colleague to stay with you or check the locks
* Make sure your business is secure when it is closed.

* Talk to your local BID or neighbourhood officer to see how you can report crime

For more advice visit our website: https://www.west-midlands.police.uk/your-
options/shop-theft-and-stolen-goods

Head to our TikTok channel to hear more from your local officers > https://
www.tiktok.com/@officialwmp

Stay safe this Christmas

Message Sent By

Stefanie Sadler

(West Midlands Police , Engagement & Consultation Officer,
Birmingham Partnerships)

29


https://s-url.co/5T0MAA
https://s-url.co/5T0MAA
https://www.tiktok.com/@officialwmp
https://www.tiktok.com/@officialwmp

On the third day of Christmas, my local police gave to me: crime prevention advice to
protect my vehicle and car key!

Thieves are checking the handles and checking them twice. They want to know if
you’ve left it unlocked or alone to de-ice.

We are still seeing a high number of vehicles being stolen every day across the West

Midlands. Criminals are not just focusing on luxury cars — we have seen reports of all
makes and models being stolen from driveways and car parks.

There are quick and free ways to protect you and your vehicle right now:
Take your keys out the ignition, lock your car and check the handle
Check for the signs your car is locked — wing mirrors in, lights flash, alarm on

Keep your keys away from windows and doors to avoid thieves using a signal
relay attack to open your car

When out and about, share your location with trusted people
Remove tools from your van or install a van safe to deter criminals
Keep your car in the garage or apply a steering wheel lock.

Why not gift someone a steering
lock, a Faraday pouch, or a Ghost
system for their vehicle?

Don’'t make your vehicle cosy for
criminals! Stay with your vehicle as
it defrosts or use de-icer, a scraper,
or a warm cloth to help speed up
the process. Your insurance will not
cover you for vehicles stolen with
keys left in the ignition.

Protect your vehicle from
theft https://www.west-midlands.police.uk/campaigns/darker-nights/robbery-theft

Head to our TikTok channel to hear more from your local officers > https://www.tiktok.com/
@officialwmp
Stay safe this Christmas.

Message Sent By

Stefanie Sadler

(West Midlands Police , Engagement & Consultation Officer,
Birmingham Partnerships)
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Line Dancing
Absolute Beginners Class
to be held at
Banners Gate Community Hall
Tuesdays 5-6 pm
Everyone welcome
Please phone Diane
On 07711 048 215
For further information
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sutton.coldfield.library@birmingham.gov.uk
www.facebook.com/SuttonColdfieldLibrary

www.twitter.com/SuttonLibrary

www.instagram.com/suttoncoldfieldlibrary


https://www.facebook.com/SuttonColdfieldLibrary
http://www.instagram.com/suttoncoldfieldlibrary
https://twitter.com/SuttonLibrary
mailto:sutton.coldfield.library@birmingham.gov.uk
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Kingstanding Library

See next page
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www.elimlifechurch.co.uk


https://www.elimlifechurch.co.uk/

Streetly Community Library, Blackwood Road, Streetly. B74 3PL
01922 654864 streetlylibrary@walsall.gov.uk
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Birmingham’s Mobile Library Service
For over 30 years the Mobile Library has taken library services out into many
diverse communities across the city.

Everyone is welcome to join the Mobile Library. You can register with us, or
you can use your existing Birmingham library card on the vehicle. You can
borrow a maximum of 10 items at any one time (including items borrowed
from our other libraries). The Mobile Library vehicle carries over 3,500 items
of stock for adults, young people and children of all ages. The stock is
changed frequently, and new items are added regularly.

The Mobile Library has access to the full library catalogue. It operates a free
reservation service for any items you may wish to order. You can return items
from other Birmingham libraries at any Mobile Library stop too. The Mobile
Library vehicle is also fitted with a lift allowing for easy access.

Did you know that the service comes into the heart of our community?

It currently operates every Tuesday between 10.00 — 11.00 parked
outside Sutton Park Academy on Coppice View Road, B73 6UE.

Go along and see what’s on board. Use it — Or lose it!
For more information, please use one of the methods detailed below -
Phone: 0121 464 6171 Mobile: 07766 923344
Email: mobile.library.service@birmingham.gov.uk
FaceBook: Mobile Library Service - Birmingham UK  Twitter: bhammobilelib

www.birmingham.gov.uk/mobile-library
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A photo of old Wylde Green when public transport was by tram. It is around the junction at
Chester Road into Wylde Green, leading to the then tram terminus. Now there are traffic lights,
but then it was an attractive island - and the timbered black and white buildings are still in
existence today.
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www.birmingham.gov.uk/warmwelcome

http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/foodhelp

www.birmingham.gov.uk/healthystart

www.birmingham.gov.uk/school-meals
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www.gov.uk/check-benefits-financial-support

www.birmingham.gov.uk/debtadviceteam

www.birmingham.gov.uk/helpinbrum

www.theprojectbirmingham.org
www.bcabs.org.uk

www.disability.co.uk

www.birmingham.gov.uk/energyhelp

www.birmingham.gov.uk/energyscam


http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/warmwelcome
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/energyhelp
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/healthystart
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/foodhelp
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/school-meals
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/energyscam
http://www.gov.uk/check-benefits-financial-support
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/debtadviceteam
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/helpinbrum
http://www.theprojectbirmingham.org
http://www.bcabs.org.uk
http://www.disability.co.uk
http://www.ageuk.org.uk/birmingham
http://www.birminghammind.org
http://www.moneyhelper.org.uk
http://www.stoploansharks.co.uk
http://www.turn2us.org.uk
http://www.bswaid.org
http://england.shelter.org.uk
http://www.theaws.co.uk/listen-connect
http://www.rmcentre.org.uk
http://www.spitfireservices.org.uk

visit www.sja.org.uk
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Email:

communityconnectors@ourplacesupport.org
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Winter’s here and with it a wealth of new wildlife experiences to discover. In this month’s Nature’s Calendar,
we pick out some of the best things for you to see and do.

This is the season of Starling murmurations, when thousands of birds swirl and sway in mesmerising clouds

of movement before roosting for the night. Be inspired by our film and discover some of the best RSPB
nature reserves to see one.

You can also meet some winter roosting raptors and discover the birds that flock to our cities, roosting in
trees like Christmas baubles.

Keep an eye out too for a December Moth, with its distinctively fluffy body. Plus, why you should look up for
Mistletoe on a wintry walk.

Have a wonderful wildlife-filled week.

Sian Duncan
Notes on Nature editor
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Wintery weather can be enough to deter many of us from heading outside. But not the
wardens that look after the RSPB’s network of 200 plus nature reserves all year round and
work on the front line of the nature and climate crisis. These world-leading conservationists get
to enjoy wildlife in some of the most dramatic, beautiful and epic landscapes across the UK.

In this special feature, we talk to the wardens, from the wilds of the Shetland Isles to the
wetlands of Lincolnshire, to discover their favourite winter wildlife experiences. Be inspired by
their top seasonal spectacles and find out what birds can be seen flocking, such as Barnacle
Geese, Lapwings (pictured), Golden Plovers and Redwings.

Plus, our outdoor experts reveal their top tips on keeping warm, from simple tricks to handy
little gadgets.

Also this week, we share the findings of two new reports: the latest count of the UK's seabirds
and an update on the illegal killing of birds of prey.

Have a wonderful wildlife-filled week.

Sian Duncan
Notes on Nature editor
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New car tax rules will give the Treasury an extra £2.4 billion a year by 2029

New VED (Vehicle Excise Duty) rates will give the Treasury an extra £2.4 billion a year by 2029,
according to a new report from the Office for Budget Responsibility (OBR).

Commonly known as car tax, the economic and fiscal outlook report forecasts VED receipts
will increase from £8 billion to over £10.4 billion within the next six years. The report stated
that the rise in car tax revenues can be attributed to inflation and VED exemption for electric
vehicles (EVs) ending in 2025.

Electric vehicle road tax will see more than one million extra drivers having to pay VED every
year.

On Wednesday 22nd November, Chancellor Jeremy Hunt delivered his Autumn Statement to
Parliament and according to the OBR, VED cost drivers over £7.3 billion in the last financial
year.

Electric car road tax guide — do | need to pay?
UK ban on new petrol and diesel cars pushed back to 2035
Car tax bands — a complete guide to car tax

With electric vehicles increasing in numbers across the UK and a general election looming,
the estimations could change in the years ahead.

There are already more than one million EVs in use in the UK, according to the annual
Motorparc data from the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT), which was
published in April 2023.

With the Zero Emission Vehicle (ZEV) mandate coming into force next year, 22% of all car
manufacturers sales will need to be fully electric — adding to the numbers that will be
appearing on the roads. This number will increase incrementally until 2035.

The OBR document stated: “The main policy driver for EV uptake is now the Zero Emission
Vehicle (ZEV) mandate which takes effect in January 2024.

“We have therefore revised our EV assumption to match the path of the mandate over the
forecast horizon.

“We judge sales are unlikely to materially exceed this across the forecast horizon due to
flexibilities that allow trading of allowances and borrowing against future allowances in the
first three years of the mandate.”
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Warning to drivers across the UK over fake parking apps being advertised
on Google

New research from Which? has highlighted that drivers are falling victim to fake parking apps being
advertised on search engines.

As a result, the public are being urged to avoid Google, Yahoo and Bing search engines when
attempting to download parking apps.

The false ads attempt to trick drivers into paying for expensive subscriptions they don't want or need
when looking to park.

In order to avoid any issues, it is important for all drivers to download apps from the official Apple or
Google Play app stores.

Which? stated that similar tactics from fraudsters have historically been used to get drivers to give
their card details to fake third-party websites instead of Transport for London to pay ULEZ charges.

There are many apps available to download from the stores on mobile devices, but the scammers
have created fake adverts using their branding and messaging. They then appear at the top of the
searches, creating the platform to take money from drivers.

A challenge for the real parking companies is that after the scammers get their website shut down,
they start a similar one with a new domain — and the issue repeats itself.

Parking guide — where you can and can’t park

Single yellow line — can you park on them?

Parking Charge Notices — what you need to know

Many of the fake adverts claim to offer a 'free download' but then hide identical small print at the
bottom of their websites revealing high monthly fees charges to an unnamed company.

Google and the other search engines continue to display these false advertisements when someone
looks to pay for parking online — despite Which? contacting them weeks before releasing their report.

The research from Which? found that there were a higher number of fake adverts on Google
compared to its competitors.

In response, Google said it removes adverts that violate its policies and that under its
misrepresentation policy, it doesn't allow ads that deceive users by excluding relevant product
information or providing misleading information.

Google and the other search engines — along with social media giant Meta — will be legally obliged to
remove scams and other harmful content under the new Online Safety Act.

If you are searching for a parking app on Google and come across a fake advert, you can report it to
the Advertising Standards Authority.
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Copycat Royal Mail websites flog phoney stamps

The price of stamps has risen again this year, and with the holiday season approaching
you might be looking for ways to save when sending cards and gifts. However,
scammers are unsurprisingly taking the opportunity to impersonate Royal Mail with fake
offers for stamps at bargain prices.

Dodgy ads on Facebook for these phoney offers lead to phishing websites
designed to steal your personal and financial information. See what these scams
look like and learn how to spot a dodgy post and website.

'A scammer tried to sell me Taylor Swift tickets'
A Which? member got in touch after a scammer targeted her on Facebook with fake
Taylor Swift tickets for £100.

The victim was on a budget and asked their local community Facebook group if anyone
had tickets they’d like to sell. The scammer sent a fake Ticketmaster email to
convince the victim the tickets were real. They then asked for payment via bank
transfer, and when the victim confronted the scammer, their Facebook page
disappeared.

We explain how to buy tickets safely and what to do if you’ve handed over personal
information to a scammer.

Can you spot postal scams?
From fake lotteries and prize draws to investment scams and pyramid schemes, postal
scams are letters sent to obtain money through deception or fraud. Learn how to
spot postal scams and how to avoid falling victim to them.

Scam sharer tool

There’s now a much easier way to make us aware of scams directly with our scam
sharer tool. Tell us your experiences of phishing emails, fake texts, cold calls and other
types of fraud

Stay safe,
Which? Scam Alert Team

P.S.Please share this information with your friends, family and neighbours — anyone who may find it
helpful. Alternatively, they can sign up here to receive this directly to their inbox.
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Scam Alerts

What is ransomware and how to stop it

Online attacks, like ransomware, are constantly evolving. Ransomware is a virus
that takes over your computer and files on it, usually demanding payment in
exchange for access. But don’t worry; we’re here to help you protect your device
from it. We share advice on the best free antivirus software you can use to secure
your device without spending any money.

Fake ads impersonate parking apps

Scammers abuse online advertising to trap drivers. We found ads on Google that
are impersonating JustPark, PayByPhone, and RingGo — all of which appeared at the
top of search results on mobile phones and above the genuine websites for these
companies.

We’re warning drivers to avoid searching for parking apps online and instead
download official apps through Apple or Google Play app stores. These sneaky
scams are easy to fall for, take a look at some examples so you can avoid them.

Can you spot a fraudulent search ad?

You may see ads displayed within your search results when you use a search engine
such as Google or Bing. Although they are intended to attract your attention and
clicks, scammers often exploit this idea by creating fake ads that can jeopardise
your data and money.

It can be challenging to differentiate a genuine search ad from a fraudulent one, but
we are here to help you. Check out our three tips for spotting a fake search ad.

Scam sharer tool

There’s now a much easier way to make us aware of scams directly with our scam
sharer tool. Tell us your experiences of phishing emails, fake texts, cold calls and other
types of fraud
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Change of venue

St Columba’s Church hall
Banners Gate Road/
Chester Road North
Sutton Coldfield B73 6TX

helenwilliamsmusic@gmail.com
kidzlikedanny@blueyonder.co.uk
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G&T hire are available for
all events. We have
bouncy castles including
disco castle, sumo suits,
giant boxing
gloves, popcorn and Candy
Floss makers.

We also have a soft play
for the 0-2 years old.

To find out available dates
please contact us on the
following:
Facebook: Gandt party-hire
Instagram: gandt_partyhire
Email: Gandtpartyhire@hot
mail.com

Sunday running club was started in
January 2022 with a few friends running
to get fit for football. In June they
started a 5am run and ever since the
numbers of the club has just got bigger
and bigger. We now have over 200
active members.

The run club is totally free of charge
offering social events and weekly coffee
mornings. We are more than just your
normal run club. We do not care about
times, we do not care about how fast
you run, we just want to help you along
your fitness journey.

With over 200 active members you will
never run alone because our members
are lovely and caring. Sunday running
club is open to all abilities we hope you
join us soon.

Best wishes,
Grant & Natasha
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"W" (Double-u)
(an abbreviated term for a win)

Founded in 2020, W was
created for winners and the
winning mentality that we stand
for. Whatever you are winning
at in life, whether that's in work,
sport or your own business, we
want to celebrate that!

To us, having that winning
mentality is giving everything
you've got in the face of
adversity.

Join the Winners Circle!

Peter Wilson - Director & Founder

double-u.co.uk
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CSAdultSocialCare @birmingham.gov.uk

CSAdultSocialCare @birmingham.gov.uk
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What’s On: suttoncoldfieldtownhall.com/events/
enquiries@suttoncoldfieldtownhall.com

Appointments only:
Telephone:
0300 123 2323

https://www.nhs.uk/vaccine-walk-in
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DO YOU KNOW THAT FOR EACH PRODUCTION WE DO IT TAKES A MINIMUM OF
15 VOLUNTEERS PER NIGHT... AND THAT DOESN'T INCLUDE THE ACTORS!
Acting, Directing, Musical Theatre, Backstage, Stage Management, Props, Set Building, Maintenance, Bar, Box
Office, Coffee/Programme Selling, Sweets, Costume & Dressmaking, Front of
House, Fundraising, Publicity, Lighting, Sound
IF YOU ARE A MEMBER AND ARE INTERSTED IN HELPING US WITH ANY OF THE ABOVE PLEASE LET US KNOW.
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https://highburytheatre.co.uk/

highburytheatre.co.uk

The other theatres have been moved to the supplement to keep below 10MB
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Donate now
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SUTTON COLDFIELD JAZZ CLUB

At Boldmere Sports & Social Club
323, Boldmere Road, Sutton Coldfield
West Midlands B73 5HQ

Every Wednesday night: 8pm to 10.30pm (Doors open 7pm)
All Welcome-Pay at the Door (No Club Membership Fee)
Live Jazz Bands, Bar, Parking, Dancing & Socialising

We look forward to seeing you to be entertained

for a great night out.

For details of the Bands playing and entrance price, please
see our Facebook Page as listed below:

Contact: Colin — 07966-745741 https:/
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SUTTON COLDFIELD ACOUSTIC
GUITAR CLUB

At The Legion Club, Rectory Road, Sutton Coldfield
West Midlands B75 7AL

The First Tuesday of every month: 8pm to 10.30pm
(Doors open 7.30pm)
All Welcome- Guitarists, Guitar singers, and Listeners.
Pay at the Door (No Club Membership Fee) £3.00 entrance fee
Live Music, Bar, Parking, & Socialising
We look forward to seeing you to be entertained
for a great night out.

For more details, please see our Facebook Page as listed below:
https://www.facebook.com/The-Sutton-Coldfield-Acoustic-
Guitar-Club-109012558287876/

Or Contact: Sandra on 07932-395158


about:blank
about:blank
about:blank

https://scu3a.org.uk/
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www.Trinity-photography-group.com

www.facebook.com/groups/TrinityPhotographicGroup/ www.suttonphoto.club
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BIRMINGHAM COMPUTERS &
COMPONENTS

Professional supply and support for
Business and Home in the Birmingham
area.

Check our web site for details of our
services and products. We supply
Desktops, Laptops — both new & high
quality refurbished - Gaming
Computers, Accessories, Web Design.

0121 270 6180

www.birminghamcomputershop.co.uk

We look forward to being of service to you

www.suttoncoldfieldcreativestitchers.co.uk
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STREETLY FLOWER ARRANGERS’ CLUB

We meet monthly 2nd Tuesday 2.30pm Streetly
Community Centre,
Foley Road East, B74 3HR.
Why not join us - we are a friendly, enthusiastic Club
'Bringing People & Flowers Together'.

Next meeting Tuesday 9th January 2024 - Demonstration
with Penelope Harrison - 'Green is the colour - oris it IV
Further details
Chris Reeves tel: 0122 354 6264.
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The Sutton Coldfield Fuchsia Society & Gardening Guild.

The December meeting of our society went with a bang! Christmas
jumpers were of course the required attire, and the winner of the best
dressed member went to our treasurer John, who look splendid in a shirt
and matching cardigan combination! For our final meeting of 2023 we
were delighted to welcome Vanessa from Floral Jazz, a florist in
Boldmere. She did a beautiful table centre arrangement and gave us all
lots of ideas on how to bring the garden indoors over the festive period.
We were also pleased to welcome Tony Briggs, the Mayor of Sutton
Coldfield, who came along to see what we are about.
We do not hold a meeting in January, so our 2024 program starts in
February when we welcome
Tamworth and District Hedgehog
rescue. We have a full and varied
program, and full details of this
came be found on our website. We
also have a Facebook page, where
we encourage members to share
their trials and triumphs over the
gardening year. Please have a look,
and better still, come along and join
us next year. We are a friendly
bunch who all share the love of
gardening. If you would like any
more information, please give Gail,
our secretary a call on
07307857440.
So, until we meet again in February,
may | wish you and yours a peaceful
Christmas and a Happy New Year.
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CALLING ALL QUILTERS! OR ARE YOU INTERESTED IN LEARNING ABOUT QUILTING?
WANT TO IMPROVE YOUR SKILLS AND TECHNIQUES?
WHY NOT COME TO OUR GROUP?

Sutton Coldfield Trinity Quilters was founded in 1996, our aims are to further the skill and art of
patchwork and quilting. We meet at Holy Trinity Parish Church, Mill Street twice per month: the
second Tuesday evening from 7.30-9.30 pm and the fourth Wednesday afternoon from 2.30-
4.30 pm. Our programme runs from September to July each year.

ABOUT OUR MEETINGS: Our meetings are varied: we invite quilters to come along to give
talks, demonstrations and workshops in their particular specialism, as well as sit and sew
meetings, social evenings, demonstrations. We also have regular workshops and Show and Tell
evening. We have two trips a year, one to the Malvern Quilt Show in May and another to a
quilting outlet for retail therapy (different each year).

Our new programme commenced on 12 September 2023 and we have a good mix of speakers,
workshops, sit and sew sessions.

WHO CAN JOIN? Anyone who is interested in patchwork and quilting - you don't need to be an
expert! We positively welcome beginners to the craft and members are more than willing to
share their knowledge. In addition, one of our members is a qualified P&Q teacher and runs
workshops and classes in and around Sutton Coldfield.

WHAT KIND OF THINGS DO YOU MAKE? Quilts aren't just things you put on beds: we make
bags, cushions, even clothing! Quilts can be "traditional" or modern, contemporary, illusions,
memory quilts, pictures, miniatures, etc. If you are a complete beginner, start by making a bag
or small cushion or cot quilt. Many members also make quilts for Linus UK, a charity which gives
quilts to children and young people in hospital, hospice or in need. Whilst we do not "make"
things at meetings, we have demonstrations and workshops and some sit and sew sessions.
We have a collection of "how to" notes and patterns for beginners to help start their quilting
journey.

HOW MUCH WILL IT COST? Members pay an annual subscription of £20, due in September
(or £10 from January), plus £4 for each meeting attended. Visitors are welcome and pay £5 per
meeting attended.

BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP: Firstly, you'll benefit from the skills and expertise of fellow
quilters as well as a reduced attendance fee. We have an extensive library for the use of
members, for a small borrowing fee.

WANT TO KNOW MORE? You can contact
me, Carol Morden, Chair on 0121 352 1485/
cmorden42@gmail.com, I'm always pleased to
talk to people who are interested in the art of
patchwork and quilting. You can also find out
about us on Facebook - Sutton Coldfield Trinity
Quilters.

WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU
SOON!
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Email: s.summerfield@ageconcernbirmingham.org.uk
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Hope Food North Birmingham

are currently looking for a new

base in/around Sutton

Coldfield. We need it to store
food and prepare food bags. We would need
access in the day and evening Monday to
Friday. We run 3 food banks weekly in
Erdington, Falcon Lodge and Mere Green. If
anyone has any premises with vehicle access
that they would think would suit us, please get
in touch. Thank you.

T: 07869 822502 E: info@hopefood.org.uk

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO SUPPORT OUR
WORK, PLEASE MAKE A DONATION USING
THIS LINK.

https://link.justgiving.com/v1/charity/donate/
charityld/3143929?
tipScheme=TipJar2.1&reference=givingcheckout_tj
21

Hope Food — North Birmingham. A charitable incorporated
organisation registered in England. Charity registration
number 1195019.

Registered office 407 Jockey Road, Sutton Coldfield B73 5XH
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Age concern no longer have their:

Our Trusted Tradesperson Scheme has
the right trade, whatever you job. From
builders to plumbers and electricians all of
our tradespeople are vetted, DBS checked
and working to current guidelines.

But you could try the NO ROGUE TRADERS
HERE scheme run by many councils,
including Birmingham.

No Rogue Traders Here works in partnership
with Trading Standards to keep a list of
traders across the West Midlands who have
been interviewed and quality checked.

Click here for the link that takes you through
the Birmingham City Council website for
additional confirmation.

Contact number above if interested.

Are You A Carer? Do you need support and advice?

Do you provide unpaid care to a friend, neighbour, or family member who couldn’t
manage alone?

Age Concern Birmingham run the Carer’s Contact Centre as part of the Birmingham

Carers Hub partnership. Our advisors are available to help carers with help, advice

and information, we register carers and also offer a Statutory Carer’s Assessment,

wellbeing payments if eligible and information on a wide range of wellbeing
services. We also provide advice on welfare benefits and can link carers to information about grants,
legal advice on wills and power of attorney and other one to one support.

If you need advice in your caring role, please call us on:
Information and Advice Line — 0333 006 9711 (low call rate)
Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri: 9am-5.15pm / Wed: 9am-7.15pm
Saturday: 10am — 12.30pm

Email us at info@birminghamcarershub.org.uk

Visit our website at https://forwardcarers.org.uk/
Birmingham Carers Hub Specialist Dementia Service

The Birmingham Carers Hub team have all received enhanced dementia training and we have launched
a new service offering support to carers of people with dementia. We have also appointed a small team
of Specialist Dementia Carer Advisors.

We offer a Dementia Specialist person-centred service, supporting Carers who provide care to someone
with dementia. Our advisors understand the challenges of caring for people with dementia and are here
to guide and support you throughout your caring journey. We are part of a wider partnership of
organisations providing other support to dementia carers such as training and groups, find out more on
the Forward Carers website: https://forwardcarers.org.uk/

For information, help and advice, call 0333 006 9711 and ask to speak to one of our Specialist Dementia
Carer Advisors, or email: dementiacarers@birminghamcarershub.org.uk
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Discourage lawless individuals from breaking into your
property with the modern security systems we provide for
properties throughout Birmingham. Based in Great Barr,
we are a small family-run business committed to
providing state-of-the-art security systems which
effectively protect your property from harm. Primarily
serving domestic and commercial customers, we design,
supply, install, commission, and service all security
systems in full accordance and compliance with the latest
British and European standards. From supplying high-
tech CCTV systems and Burglar Alarms to installing fob
Access Control systems and Fire Alarms, we are the first
choice when you want to increase your property’s
security. To arrange a free, no-obligation consultation for
any of the security systems we supply, please get in
touch.
Phone no. 0121 386 2639
Email: info@cw-sec.co.uk Website: www.cw-sec.co.uk

www.healthystart.nhs.uk

76

Facebook: Only Rosie’s
Instagram: onlyrosiescakes
Email: rosie_p25@hotmail.co.uk
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Contact Michelle on 07933 986 869
Monday - Friday 10am to 5pm
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www.teachitright.com

luchubbard@hotmail.com
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*Established in the area for over 22 years*

*Multi-style martial arts club welcome students of all ages and abilities*
*Enthusiastic and experienced instructors*
*Four chances to grade a year for lower grades*
*Local and national kickboxing and jujitsu competitions open to all students*

Contact Gary on 07921 132 860

or email: chong.fouroaks@gmail.com

Monday & Wednesday M\ﬁﬂﬂays & Wedlﬁc@gs&aéys Thursday
C Schqol G . . Gige, Sch Il Saintsy
BIUSEEACEE. Acad&My BirminghShy'Strdet, walisir s 2Rip
WS1 2ND Comknycr]ty C%mBO gDar;ché%o at the Kids: 6.00pm—7.00pm
Kids: 6.00pm—7.00pm AdultsI & ?unior's: pm o ! ") Adults: 7.00pm—8.30pm

Adults,7.00phrss 830
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See front page

The Chemist, M.W. Phillips, at Sutton Park Surgery — 0121 353 9027
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WDC Service Solutions Ltd

Complete Door Security and Access Solutions
WDC can repair the following products: UPVC WINDOWS,
HANDLES, HINGES, LOCKS, ROLLERS FOR PATIO DOORS,
SECURITY, UPGRADES, REPAIRS TO UPVC DOORS, TIMBER
DOOR REPAIRS, REPLACEMENT DOORS, GARAGE DOOR
REPAIRS, REPAIR OR REPLACE, FAULTY CABLES, HANDLES
AND LOCKS, REMOTE CONTROLS, REPLACEMENT FOBS,
NEW GARAGE DOOR SYSTEMS, FREE QUOTATIONS.
www.wdcservicesolutions.com service@wdcservicesolutions.com
sales@wdcservicesolutions.com T: 0121 285 3222
Unit 16 C, Maybrook Business Park, Maybrook Road,
Minworth. B76 1AL

Banners Gate Community
Hall Coffee Mornings.
The next is on 16th January

at 10 o’clock.

New Horizons Counselling Services.
The Community Hall, Reay Nadin Drive, Sutton Coldfield.
If you would like to know about our service ring the number above
Or visit our web site www.newhorizonscounselling.org.

The Banners Gate Community Hall is Public Speaking for Absolute

available at various times during the week, Beginners
including weekends. by Sally Jenkins
The hall is approx. 38’ x 21’ Tips on constructing and presenting
~ (11.6m x 6.4m) all types of speeches.
The kitchen is approx. 11’ x 7’ Available on Amazon or direct from
(3.4m x 2.2m) o, the author:
The Jarrett '('2%";( |§.§£1|;rox. 13'x8 sallysjenkins@btinternet.com 0121
The ladies has 2 cubicles and a nappy
changing table. There is a gents/disabled
toilet.
The building is step-free.
For further booking information go to:
www.bannersgatecommunityassociation.org 0777 333 9214

HATHA YOGA

Banners Gate

Community Hall,

Thursdays 10.00 -11.00 a.m.
Beginners class £5.50 per session
Please call Tricia on 07954 403943.
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Create the best party possible for your little ones

Birthdays, Weddings, Christenings, Fetes, School Workshops, Plays and much more
We can cater for anything including: Full Party Entertainment, Mascots, Soft Play, Bouncy Castles, Face

Painting,

and Pamper Parties Facebook: Lucky Buntys Twitter: @LuckyBuntys

SWIMMING LESSONS
for ages 4 and upwards:
Wednesday & Friday Evenings
Local Pools ~ All Abilities
Badge Work ~ Qualified Instructors
0121 353 6616
www.swimminglessonsinsuttoncoldfield.co.uk

0 - 13 months
Baby Development Class

Wednesdays 9.30, 11.00 and 12.30

Music, singing, exercise, massage, signing, light
shows, bubbles, bells, tickly feathers and
many morell  For more details:

Call Tracy Jones on 07753 82 56 22
Email: suttoncoldfield@babysensory.co.uk

Plastering internal & external
specialist

Includes: Dry lining - Plaster
boarding - Artex re-skimming -
Replacement walls & ceilings -
Painting / Decorating - Carpentry
Lee Nugent

36 Banners Gate Road
Sutton Coldfield B73 6RX
Office: 0121 354 5446
Mobile: 07934 15 19 20
Lee.nugent1@virginmedia.com
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www.rhythmcircle.co.uk

HOME TUITION

Key Stage Two SATSs tuition:
English comprehension, spelling, punctuation, and grammar.

Spanish and French: leisure courses and
exam preparation to GCSE and A-level.

Tracy: 0780 329 3351
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WWW.BERTANDGERTS.CO.UK

Lovelight crystals and healing gemstone
jewellery available at Bert and Gerts!

Calebs Rainbows is the dream of
Rosemary Ferrell a great grandmother
with a passion for making beautiful dolls
with a story. “Every doll is different”.
Rosemary loves all things creative, be it
sewing, knitting, drawing, or baking and
she has, having been to college,
decided to turn her hobby into a
business as there is a demand for her
products.
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St Columba’s Church Hall
Hall letting for St Columba’s Church.

Weekday lettings are available for the large Church Hall which includes a
well equipped kitchen.

Entrance to the hall is step free and is suitable for wheel chair access
throughout the premises.

Male, Female and disabled toilet facilities
All enquiries to Alison via email please.

st.columbahall@yahoo.com

Banners Gate Community Church - Events

Monday, Thursday, Friday - Baby Phonics
Contact email: Jenna@robotreg.co.uk for times and availability

Tuesday and Wednesday - Baby Sensory

Contact Tracy at email: suttoncoldfield@babysensory.co.uk for times and
availability

Please visit our website at

https://www.bannersgatechurch.com/

The Scout Hut - Coppice View Road - Sutton Coldfield - B73 6UE.
Tai Chi Class
Every Tuesday morning at 11.45 to 12.45.
The cost is £5 per person. Everyone is welcome and all abilities
are catered for in a relaxing and enjoyable environment.
If anyone needs further details, please contact me on

01543 480151
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welcome what’s on hire our hall view our hall committee contact links

Bookings

As a community hall we are trying to create activities for the benefit of the community and our first
venture is to offer three weeks of card making and knit and natter.
Starting January 12th, 19" and 26" from 1-00 till 3.00.
Please come and join us and suggest things which would be of interest to you. If you need any
information please message on 07964 213 229

Banners Gate Community Hall - Coffee Mornings, third Tuesday of the month

The next is on 16th January - at 10 o’clock
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DAY/TIME ACTIVITY VENUE CONTACT TEL. Useful telephone
Sun (1st) 11.00 —2.00 pm Create at Gate with K & S Community Hall Kathy Weston 628 6651 numbers
10.00 am Family Communion St. Columba's 354 5873 i i
fst Sunday of month 10.00-12 pm  Loveviorid Ghurch Community Hall  Ola Samuel ~ 07565 65 27 62 Sutton and Kingstanding
0.30 am (fortnlghtly) Sunday Gathering Banners Gate CC  Nigel Willis 353 0230 Police: 101
11.0 Chikara Karate Kai Scout Hall Paul Murphy 07837 3957 89 .
7.30—8. 30pm Soul Yoga -1st Sunday Community Hall ~ Cath Hussey Good Hope: 424 2000
For details see website at www.stcolumbasbannersgate.co.uk OUtpatlentS: 424 2lOOO
www.bannersgatechurch.com NHS Health help“ne:
Call 111 it’'s 24/7
Mon 6.00—7.00 Self |Defence & Fitness Community Hall Adam Claxton 07376 27 90 15 i ;
11amto1.00pm Dementia Care Community Hall Barbara H-Walker 553 6483 Citizens Advice
7.30 —9.00 pm Line Dancing Community Hall ~ Diane Pursall 747 4659 03444 111 444
BANNERS GATE
Tues 8.00 - 5.00pm. CB:OEP to'\%pa Bagde_lpa g Community Hall Anna Madge 07833 457074 COUNSELLING CENTRE
3rd Tues 9.15 - 12.00pm Coffee Morning 3rd Tuesdays  Community Hall Dave Cockbill :
11.45am - 12.45pm Tai Chi Scout Hut Neil Rankine 07721 6709 13 Accessible and Affordable
6.30 — 7.30 & 7.30 — 9.00 Line Dancing ) Community Hall  Diane Pursall 747 4659 Counselling to Adults in the
7.45pm Chikara Karate Kai St. Columba's Paul Murphy 07837 3957 89 Community. The Upper Room
St. Michael's House
Wed 930, 11.00812 Baby Sensory Banners Gate CC Tracy Jones 0775 82 5622 19&?@'2@3[2@%”
10.30 - 12.30 Guide Do Tra|n|ng ommunity Hall Madge Nightingale 360 0286
7.00 pm Sllmmlng\?\/orld St Columba’s Karen 07759 170289 Tel : 0121 354 6544
For information or an
appointment please ring after
Thurs  10. 00—11 00 am Yoga Community Hall  Tricia 07954 403943 10 a.m. daily, except
2.00 Home Education W Mids ~ Community Hall ~ Pauls & Kelly 07891 8263 80 Wednesday
6. 30 9 45 pm Zig Zag Dance Studio St. Columba's Warren 01902 897 900
(3rd of each month) 7.00 pm Townswomen's Guild Banners Gate CC Sue Nation 3534114
Banners Gate
Community hall
9.30 - 11.15 %I’he CreatioDn Statign ’ gommunity ﬂa” é\r/]?e VI\_/I”SOdn 877&238 54 28 42 y
4.30-5.30&5. 30 6.30 Repertoire Dance Studio ommunity Ha oe Lloy: 77 47794 .
7.00 - 8.00 pm Sign Language Classes Community Hall ~ Shakila Kosar ~ 07825 25 50 42 Coffee Mornings

BOOKING SECRETARIES:
Community Hall mo&k{um{nﬁs 54 68 21
Banners Gate CC - Nigel Willi§ 07711 284562
St. Columba's

- Alison Jolley st.columbahall@yahoo.com
Scout Hall

- A&RTalliss 353 8166

The Townswomen's Guild

Thurs. 18th January - Bingo, Fish & Chips

Thurs. 15th February - Talk about Mary
Quant

Our vibrant Guild meets on the 3rd
Thursday of the month, 7.00 - 10.00 in the
Westwood Hall, Banners Gate Community

Church.
Contact Sue Nation on 353 4114

The 18™ Sutton Coldfield West
Scout Group and the 15"
Sutton Coldfield West Scout
Group have merged and are
now named the 33"
Headquarters are at the Scout
Hut, Coppice View Road.

B73 6UE.

Scouts

Cubs
Thursday Cubs

Girlguiding gives girls and young women a voice

Banners Gate Community Church

Westwood Road. B73 6UH
We currently meet fortnightly on Sunday
mornings from 10.30am for fellowship,
worship, prayer and learning together in an
informal setting, with other gatherings
throughout the week.

www.bannersgatechurch.com.

The next is on

UNIFORMED ORGANISATIONS:
Scouts: Margaret Drummond, 33rd GSL
353 5203 Girlguiding: Carol Gardner,
Vesey West District Commissioner 350 7191

16th January
At 10 o’clock

St Columba’s
Church

Coffee Morning

Every Friday of
the month

10.00

All Welcome

Noon

To find out more visit our website at

33" Sutton Coldfield Scout Group,
H.Q. Coppice View Road
Monday Beavers 5.30 p.m. — 6.45 p.m. ages 6 — 8 years
7.00 p.m. — 9.00 p.m. ages 10 2> — 14 years
Tuesday Beavers 5.40 p.m.— 6.40 p.m. ages 6 — 8 years
7.00 p.m. — 8.30 p.m. ages 8§ — 10 ' years
7.00 p.m. — 8.30 p.m. ages 8§ — 10 '% years
Contact 0121 353 5203
Email: margaretdrummond1@btinternet.com

..... has done so for 100 years.....be part of the next 100

Could you spare 1% hours a week to help with the St Columba's Guide unit? Gain real satisfaction in volunteering and helping to ensure
girls in Banners Gate aged 10 — 14 can continue to enjoy games, projects, badges and outings at Guides.
There are also places available in both Brownie units in September for girls aged 7 or 8.
For more information contact Carol Gardner on 350 7191.

Day/Time Activity
Mon 6.00 - 7.30pm  39th Brownies
Tues 6.00 - 7.30pm 45th Brownies

Venue
St Columba's Hall
St Columba's Hall
Thurs 5.00 - 6.00pm 39th Rainbows St Columba's Hall

Contact Tel
354 5873
Carol Gardner 350 7191
354 5873
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