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This was Harold last month, on his way to a Buckingham Palace Garden Party. He may be going
again soon because he was awarded a British Empire Medal in the King’s Birthday Honours.
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Harold went to The Armed Man: A Mass for Peace, a
Karl Jenkins concert in Birmingham Town Hall on
Sunday, 7th July.

Before the interval, the conductor had previously
asked Harold to read what is commonly called the
Kohima epitaph:

When you go home
Tell them of us and say
For your tomorrow
We gave our today.

Two of the fans who met Harold during the interval.
They were both visitors from Russia.



Here’s Harold, celebrating his 101st birthday, one of
many, in St. Columba’s Church Coffee Morning.
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To celebrate the best of the Royal Town, the Town Council invites photography
enthusiasts to enter the ‘Soul of Sutton’ photo competition.

Open to both amateur and
experienced photographers, people of
all ages are invited to submit their
favourite images that capture the
essence and ‘Soul’ of Sutton
Coldfield. Enter to be in with a chance
of winning a £100 One4all Gift Card!

The competition is free to enter.
Residents are encouraged to capture
new, unique and exciting images that
best represent Sutton Coldfield.
Participants must be a resident of
Sutton Coldfield to enter and can
submit up to 6 images in total.

Residents are invited to enter under the following themes:
e Life and people in Sutton Coldfield
e Landmarks

Sutton through the seasons

The closing date for entries is Midnight on Wednesday 14 August 2024. Clir
John Perks, Mayor of the Royal Town of Sutton Coldfield will select the winning
entries.

All entries can be sent via email

to enquiries@suttoncoldfieldtowncouncil.gov.uk or you could also direct message
us on social media quoting ‘Soul of Sutton’ with your details and a short
description.

We look forward to receiving your entries and please do share this with any of
your contacts and across social media channels/newsletters .

https://suttoncoldfieldtowncouncil.gov.uk/suttoncoldfieldtowncouncil-gov-uk-soul-of-sutton-photography-competition/
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Useful Birmingham City Council phone numbers

Council service
Adults social care

Adults Out of Hours Home Care Service
Anti social behaviour

Benefits (includes Housing Benefit/Council Tax Support)

Cemeteries (out of hours emergencies only)
Child protection - concerned about a child?
Council tax

Domestic violence

Emergency duty team

Environmental health

Highways/Flooding/Transportation (out of hours only)

Homelessness
Housing repairs

Parks emergencies
Planning

Pollution of brooks and streams or report an environmental

Register office
Rubbish (Waste and Recycling)
School admissions and pupil placements

Switchboard

Transportation emergencies

Contact number
0121303 1234

0121 464 5001
0121303 1111

0121 464 8728
0121 303 1888
01213031113
0121 303 0368 or 0121 303 0369
0121 675 4806
0121 303 6007
0121 303 4149

0121 303 7410
0121216 3330

0121 464 8728
0121303 1115

0800 807060

0121 675 1000
0121303 1112
0121 303 1888
0121 303 9944
0121 303 4149

SignVideo BSL interpreting service for deaf people

Read about how you can use SignVideo BSL interpreting service for deaf people to
contact Birmingham City Council.

Contact Birmingham City Council using SignVideo BSL interpreting service for deaf
people

Next Generation Text

If you have a speech impairment, are deaf or hard of hearing you can contact
Birmingham City Council by Next Generation Text (also known as Text
Relay and TypeTalk).

Dial 18001 before the full national phone number.
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https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/signvideo
https://birminghamcc.signvideo.net/
https://birminghamcc.signvideo.net/
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/contactadultsocialcare
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/asb
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/benefitsnewclaims
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/cemeteries
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/concerned
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/counciltax
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/domesticviolence
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/contactadultsocialcare
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/environment
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/homeless
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/housingrepairs
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/parks
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/planning
https://www.gov.uk/report-an-environmental-incident
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/registeroffice
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/waste
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/schooladmissions
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/transport

Admiral Nurse Service Useful Contacts for Carers/Dementia: Birmingham

Age Concern 0121 362 3650
Information, advice, support, day care, community hubs & cafes https://
ageconcernbirmingham.org.uk/ info@ageconcernbirmingham.org.uk
Age UK 0121 437 0033

Information, advice, support, memory café, Carers Hub, local and national guides www.ageuk.org.uk/
birmingham/ contactus@ageukbirmingham.org.uk

Admiral Nurse Service 0121 301 5830
Information advice & support in caring or supporting a person with dementia, groups, talks https://
www.bsmhft.nhs.uk/our-services/services-a-to-z/  bsmhft.admiralnursingservice@nhs.net

Alzheimer’s Society/Dementia Connect 0333 150 3456
Information, advice, literature on all aspects of caring, Cafes, Carer Support, Singing for the Brain
www.alzheimers.org.uk dementiasupport@alzheimers.org.uk

BSMHFT Customer Relations/PALS 0800 953 0045 Text: 07985 883509

Advice, support, information on NHS and social services, put you in touch with other sources of
help https://www.bsmhft.nhs.uk/service-users-and-carers/customer-relations/pals/

bsmhft.customerrelations@nhs.net

Birmingham Healthy Minds 0121 301 2525
Free psychological therapies service for people who are feeling anxious, low in mood or depressed http://
www.bsmhft.nhs.uk/our-services/birmingham-healthy-minds/ bsmhft.bhm@nhs.net

Citizen’s Advice Bureau (Birmingham) 08082787990 (local) or 0800 144 8848 Free, independent, confi-

dential & impartial advice on rights, responsibilities, benefits https://www.bcabs.org.uk/ enquir-
ies@bcabs.cabnet.org.uk
Birmingham Carers HUB (ran by Forward Carers) 0333 006 9711
Support, info, advice, financial/welfare benefit advice, carers assessments, groups, befriending
https://birminghamcarershub.org.uk/about-us/ info@birminghamcarershub.org.uk
Birmingham Irish Association 0121 604 6111
www.birminghamirish.org.uk/ http://www.birminghamirish.org.uk/contact-us
CERS (Carer Emergency Response Service) 0121

442 2960 Free emergency back up service to provide sup-
port to carers
https://birminghamcarershub.org.uk/carer-support/back-up-emergency-care/ info@cers.org.uk
Mental Health: Urgent Help 0121 262 3555 or 0800 915 9292
24 hour 7 days a week advise, information & support whether you have used services before or
not https://www.bsmhft.nhs.uk/service-users-and-carers/how-to-get-urgent-mental-health-help/

Samaritans (also have local branch) 116 123 (free to call)
Offer safe place for you to talk any time you like, in your own way about whatever’s getting to you http://
www.samaritans.org/ jo@samaritans.org

Social Care and Health 0121 303 1234
Social care, community services, day care, respite, long term care, occupational therapy, safeguarding
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/health-social-care acap@birmingham.gov.uk

Social care, education, family services, info, advice: www.mycareinbirmingham.co.uk
The Waiting Room https://the-waitingroom.org/
contact/ Information about health and social care https://the-waitingroom.org/
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Admiral Nurse Service Useful Contacts for Carers/Dementia: Birmingham

National and other Organisations

Alzheimer’s Research Trust 0300111
5555 Research into dementia, information about dementia
http://www.alzheimersresearchuk.org enquiries@alzheimersresearchuk.org

Dementia Explained
Info for children about dementia https://kids.alzheimersresearchuk.org/
CQC: (Care Quality Commission) 03000 616161
Inspection reports, search for care& care homes, concerns about care services/providers http://
www.cqc.org.uk/ enquiries@cqc.org.uk

Carers UK
Help, advise and support for Carers https://www.carersuk.org/

Dementia UK (Admiral Nurses) 0800 888 6678 Admiral Nurse Helpline Open Mon — Fri 9 am — 9pm, Sat
& Sun 9 am —5 pm, Bank holidays 9 am —5 pm except 25 Dec Support for families facing dementia, infor-
mation about dementia, caring, information guides https://www.dementiauk.org/ help-
line@dementiauk.org

Dementia Carers Count/Virtual Carers Centre  https://

dementiacarers.org.uk/ Free online Resources/Courses https://

dementiacarers.org.uk/vcc/

Safe and Well Visit (West Midlands Fire Service) = 0800 389 5525
Free home fire/safety check, tips, advise on reducing risks carried out by operational fire fighters https://
www.wmfs.net/our-services/safe-and-well/  homesafety.centre@wmfs.net

Independent Age 0800 319 6789 (free helpline) Advise, support, information guides around variety of
topics for over older people https://www.independentage.org/ advice@independentage.org

MIND (Birmingham) 0121 262 3555
Mental Health information/advise, support Mental Health & Wellbeing
Hubs
https://birminghammind.org/ help@birminghammind.org
NHS 111 service 111 (free from landlines and mobiles) Helps

people get the right advice and treatment when they urgently need it https://www.england.nhs.uk/
ourwork/pe/nhs-111/

Healthcare at Home 0808 239
0591 Eye and Hearing Tests at Home
https://www.outsideclinic.co.uk/ info@outsideclinic.com

Please note other local & high street retailers may also provide these services so please check
this and any cost first
The Silverline (Run by Age UK) 0800 4 70 80 90 (24 hours a day) Confidential helpline,
groups, resources, friendship, conversation and support to those over 55 https://
www.thesilverline.org.uk/ info@thesilverline.org.uk

Turn2us - benefits calculator, charitable grants & support https://www.turn2us.org.uk
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The following advertisements may benefit
you, or people you know.

Grace Cares

We collect, donate and sell\geedpyedisaie gsipmenbisseahanchReriech simbibeafidifeuaurert care workers and older
people in need with grants ifaceenentrrars tyogrere pydaidbieaveaib eetd itk gret fiomfliame gritvaaratiesns.

and leave a better planet for future generations.
One of the ways we support our local community of Lichfield is by holding monthly tea parties for the over 75’s which

provide vital, life-enhancing social connections for older people at a time in their lives when their social circles are
diminishing. One of the ways we support our local community of Lichfield is by holding monthly tea
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https://grace-cares.com/shop/
https://grace-cares.com/grants/
https://grace-cares.com/donate/
https://grace-cares.com/

amy.millichope@birmingham.gov.uk
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amy.millichope@birmingham.gov.uk
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Recently the Friends of Wylde Green Railway Station hosted a networking
social with Birmingham Open Spaces Forum (BOSF) for BOSF Member
Groups to come over and see the great work that all the volunteers have been
doing at the Station.

BOSF is a local charity that brings together all the community groups in
Birmingham with an interest in green
open spaces. It has a network of over
140 volunteer groups across the whole
city and the monthly social events bring
like-minded volunteers together to share
their experiences and assistance.

https://bosf.org.uk/

https://www.facebook.com/
BOSFonline/?locale=en_GB

Everyone met up at the Boulevard
Allotments, where the Friends of Wylde
Green Station had put on tea, coffee
and cake. The BOSF Coffee Mornings
are wonderful opportunities for the
volunteers across Birmingham to get
together and share their experiences,
giving inspiration to all.

Everyone found the tour of Wylde Green
Station very
interesting. A
big thank you
to Dawn and
Nikki for
organising the
tour.

BOSF’s next
networking
Coffee
Morning is
being hosted
by the Quinton
Meadows
group in June.
Full details
can be found
on their
website.
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Here are cartoons for your delight.. Thank you, Mike.
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alanledger.co.uk We had travelled overnight from home

by train and ferry via Harwich to the
Hook of Holland and across Holland to
Rheine in West Germany. Here on the
Munster to Emden and Norddeich main
line at Lathen it’'s mainly flat with
pastureland and Forest all the way to
the coast. Some two miles south of
Lathen half way to Meppen is Rheine
based 012-063 3 cylinder oil burning
Pacific storming along at about 70 to 80
mph working the 15.09 Norddeich
Cologne. This at the time was a very
busy line with a lot of freight going to the docks at Emden for export, hauled mainly
by class 043 and 044 2-10-0Os on the heavy trains, some times two engines double
headed working the heavier coal trains, with an occasional class 042 2-8-2 thrown
in. The 012 Pacific’'s working all the Passenger trains. You could expect to see up to
30 or so trains in 8 hours all steam hauled.
3 years after the end of steam traction in Britain it was still going strong in Germany.
Friday 1st. October 1971.

A lucky shot of a class 77, 77-261.

Pacific tank engine a rare machine

with this wheel arrangement indeed

as it passes by the depot at Vienna

East. The engine is fitted with a

Gisele ejector chimney which is

very prominent in this side on view.

For an Austrian machine it has very

clean lines made possible with a

very large water tank almost the full

length of the engine alongside the fire box, boiler and smoke box at the
front. For those not in the know a Pacific arrangement is the layout of the
wheels. In this case 4 small front bogey wheels, 6 large driving wheels
and 2 more small truck wheels at the rear. making it a 4-6-2 wheel ar-
rangement and a tank engine as it has no independent tender, a coal
bunker being at the rear behind the cab. Quite a nice machine. There
were not many of the class left but they all seemed to be working at the
time.

30th June 1972.
alanledger.co.uk
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'These crafty ladies meet in Caffé Botanico every Wednesday 12-2pm.
We're a friendly group, always looking for new members. Bring your knitting,
crochet, or anything else you're working on. Or just bring yourselves.
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Here is a new class starting at St. Columba's Church. For details please call 07940547492 or go to
www.loveforbabies.co.uk or email becky@loveforbabies.co.uk
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See next page
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mailto:enquires@alzheimers.org.uk
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alzheimers.org.uk/get-support
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https://www.alzheimers.org.uk/get-support

HANDBOOK:

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100086596932293
https://birmingham.connecttosupport.org/
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https://www.calameo.com/read/00067546760ea7e9396a0
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100086596932293
https://birmingham.connecttosupport.org/

NNS@AGECONCERNBIRMINGHAM.ORG.UK
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nns@ageconcerbirmingham.org.uk
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info@ageconcernbirmingham.org.uk
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stuart@environmentaltrust.org.uk

nns@ageconcernbirmingham.org.uk nns@ageconcernbirmingham.org.uk
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hope.bourton@englandnetball.co.uk
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https://suttoncoldfieldnns.blogspot.com/
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mailto:georgina.koceli@forwardCarers.org.uk
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https://suttoncoldfieldnns.blogspot.com/

41


https://suttoncoldfieldnns.blogspot.com/

Page 7/7

https://suttoncoldfieldnns.blogspot.com/

nns@ageconcernbirmingham.org.uk
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https://highburytheatre.co.uk/
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What’s On: suttoncoldfieldtownhall.com/events/
enquiries@suttoncoldfieldtownhall.com
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https://suttoncoldfieldtownhall.com/events/
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DO YOU KNOW THAT FOR EACH PRODUCTION WE DO IT TAKES A MINIMUM OF
15 VOLUNTEERS PER NIGHT... AND THAT DOESN'T INCLUDE THE ACTORS!

Acting, Directing, Musical Theatre, Backstage, Stage Management, Props, Set Building, Maintenance, Bar, Box Office, Coffee/Programme Selling, Sweets, Costume &
Dressmaking, Front of House, Fundraising, Publicity, Lighting, Sound

IF YOU ARE A MEMBER AND ARE INTERSTED IN HELPING US WITH ANY OF THE ABOVE PLEASE LET US KNOW.
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Popular ~ Musicals Plays Concerts  Comedy
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https://seatplan.com/birmingham/
https://seatplan.com/birmingham/whats-on/musicals/
https://seatplan.com/birmingham/whats-on/plays/
https://seatplan.com/birmingham/whats-on/concerts/
https://seatplan.com/birmingham/whats-on/comedy/

WHAT'SON CINEMA SUPPORTUS GETINVOLVED ABOUTUS COVID-19 ACCESSIBILITY
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Lin-Manuel Miranda’s multi award-winning cultural phenomenon Hamilton is touring the UK for the
very first time in 2023/2024 and is coming to Birmingham Hippodrome for a ten week season from 25
Jun — 31 Aug 2024.

Hamilton is the story of America’s Founding Father Alexander Hamilton, an immigrant from the West
Indies who became George Washington’s right-hand man during the Revolutionary War and helped
shape the very foundations of the America we know today. The score blends hip-hop, jazz, blues, rap,
R&B and Broadway — the story of America then, as told by America now.

Hamilton has book, music and lyrics by Lin-Manuel Miranda, is directed by Thomas Kail, with
choreography by Andy Blankenbuehler and musical supervision and orchestrations by Alex
Lacamoire and is based on Ron Chernow’s biography of Alexander Hamilton.

Winner of 11 Tony Awards including Best Musical, 7 Olivier Awards, the 2016 Pulitzer Prize for Drama
and the 2016 Grammy Award for Best Musical Theatre Album.

Dreamland (or a musical riff on Shake-

speare’s Midsummer Night’s Dream set dur-
ing the declassification of Area 51) is exactly
what the title says it is, oris it? Hippodrome
Musicals Youth Theatre is a group of incred-
ible young people aged between 7-16 years.

Written and performed by Rob Madge and directed by Luke Sheppard, the award-winning My Son’s a Queer, (But
what can you do?) is back for 2024.

When Rob was 12, they attempted to stage a full-blown Disney parade in their house for their Grandma. As Rob
donned a wig and played Mary Poppins, Ariel, Mickey Mouse and Belle, their Dad doubled as Stage Manager, Sound
Technician and Goofy. Unfortunately, Dad missed all his cues and pushed all the floats in the wrong direction. Mum
mistook Aladdin for Ursula. The costumes went awry and Ariel’s bubble gun didn’t work properly. Grandma had a
nice time though.

My Son’s a Queer, (But what can you do?) celebrates the joy and chaos of raising a queer child and is testament
to the power of unconditional familial love.

Once a cult sensation, Madge’s show has grown in stature to become WhatsOnStage Award winning and Olivier
Award nominated and now due to public demand is set to embark on a brand new national tour visiting seven brand
new venues.

Originating at the Turbine Theatre in 2021, it had a sold-out season at the Edinburgh Festival in 2022, followed by a
national tour and then two West End runs. Three years on, join social-media sensation Rob Madge as they set out to
recreate that parade — and this time, nobody, no, NOBODY is gonna rain on it!

Unbound is a bewitching new musical by British Youth Music Theatre in
partnership with Birmingham Hippodrome with an 80’s fuelled pop-rock
score.

Home-schooled Iris has finally convinced her mother to let her attend Black
Lake High. Ready for an ‘ordinary’ life of friends, parties and school spirit.
Iris’ world is turned upside down when she unknowingly frees an ancient
witch and finds herself part of the coven.

Will Iris” newfound powers help her win over her new classmates, or spell
disaster?

New York City. 1975. On an empty Broadway stage, seventeen performers are put through their paces in the final, gruelling audition
for a new Broadway musical. Only eight will make the cut.

A Chorus Line is a musical masterpiece that revolutionised Broadway, with creator Michael Bennett using real-life testimonies from
late-night recording sessions with dancers. Celebrate the lives of theatre's unsung heroes, as they tell searing stories of ambition,
shattered hopes, and what it really costs to follow your dreams.

Originally produced at Curve and Directed by Nikolai Foster, with a book by James Kirkwood and Nicholas Dante, music by Marvin
Hamlisch and lyrics by Edward Kleban, A Chorus Line features iconic songs including One, | Hope I Get It, Nothing and the hit
ballad What | Did For Love.

The legendary Adam Cooper (Singin’ in the Rain, Matthew Bourne’s Swan Lake) and Carly Mercedes Dyer (The Drifters

Girl Tour, Anything Goes, Barbican Theatre, Dreamgirls, Savoy Theatre) are reprising their roles as Zach and Cassie which they
played to great critical acclaim at Curve in 2021.

Join us this September for sensational choreography, heart-wrenching personal stories and musical theatre’s most unforgettable
finale.

THE BIG, BOLD and BEAUTIFUL MUSICAL — HAIRSPRAY is BACK ON TOUR!

Starring Strictly Come Dancing’s Joanne Clifton (Shrek the Musical, The Addams Family) as the fierce yet fabulous Velma von Tussle.
Making her directorial debut is Hairspray royalty Brenda Edwards (Hairspray, We Will Rock You) who will bring new energy from behind the
scenes.

Hairspray took Broadway by storm, winning 8 Tony awards. The production went on to win 4 Olivier awards in the West End, and multiple
awards worldwide. This feel-good classic is back.

Featuring some of musical theatre’s biggest hit songs, Welcome to the 60s, You Can't Stop the Beat, Good Morning Baltimore and many
more. Hairspray is the hilarious, joyous, and inspiring musical for all!

Join big hearted Tracy Tumblad and her new friends the spirited Seaweed and his sister Little Inez, heartthrob Link Larkin and the resolute
Motormouth Maybelle as they strive to change the world. Hairspray has wowed audiences in The West End and on Broadway and still packs a
punch with its message of tolerance and the fight against racial discrimination.

This fun-filled show is bursting with show-stopping numbers and dizzying dance routines, come and join the beat because just to sit still would
be a crime!

Prepare to be dazzled and entranced as Botown
transports you to a realm where the spirit of Bollywood
meets the soul of funk, creating an unforgettable fusion of
music, culture, and pure entertainment. Acclaimed by
The Daily Express, “Botown infuses Bollywood’s classics
with a ‘Shaft’ treatment” and seamlessly blends the allure
of Bollywood with the irresistible charm of soul music.

Lise has a choice to make.

Loaded country bumpkin or penniless, hunky farmhand? Of course, there’s no contest, but her
mum has other ideas. Heels are dug in and sparks fly, as a mother-daughter battle ensues.
Mixing spectacular classical ballet with slick comedy, a clog-dancing dame, and a super-cute
pony, as well as live music by the Royal Ballet Sinfonia, this is sure to be fantastic

entertainment for you, your friends, and all your family!
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Adapted from Terry Ronald’s best-selling novel — be
one of the very first to catch the UK premiere of new
musical Becoming Nancy!

This eagerly anticipated coming-of-age story is
directed and choreographed by two-time Tony Award
-winner Jerry Mitchell, legendary director of
blockbuster musicals including Legally Blonde, Kinky
Boots, The Devil Wears Prada, Hairspray, Pretty
Woman: The Musical and many more.

“A choreographer and director who seems to have the
Midas touch.”

The Guardian on Jerry Mitchell

It's 1979 and David Starr is unquestionably one of
the smartest, most talented sixth-formers in East
Dulwich — he’s got a wild imagination, a vocal range
to die for, and a bedroom plastered with posters of
his beloved pop idols: Blondie, Sting, and Kate Bush.
But being clever, with a great taste in music may not
be enough to get him through secondary school,
where, to his great surprise, he’s just been given the
female lead in the school play, Oliver... The
unconventional casting sends shockwaves through
David’s small town, first with David, and then with his
parents, his aunt, and his classmates.

Before long, it seems like everybody has an opinion
on whether David should go on with the show,
inspiring him to turn to his no-nonsense best friend
Frances and his unlikely co-star Maxie, the enigmatic
captain of the football team.

With smash-hit songs by George

Stiles and Anthony Drewe, Becoming Nancy is the
feel good, nostalgic, new musical that weaves a
story of family and first loves, with the courage it
takes to find your own spotlight.

See it first in the UK at The Rep this Autumn!
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When anger fuels rebellion, is
love ever enough?

Following the success of last
year's Order & Chaos Festival,
our Young Rep companies are
BACK!

With over 15 performances
showcasing the best of
Birmingham’s young

talent, Love + Rebellion will
take audiences through an
empowering season of plays
about the power of unity in the
face of adversity.

This group of young people are a
credit to young actors in
Birmingham and the talent we
have to showcase across the city”
Redbrick on The Trails —
part of The Order & Chaos Festival
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A few items collected at the Festival
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A few more items collected at the Festival
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https://www.ageuk.org.uk/birmingham/
https://www.ageuk.org.uk/sandwell/

info@ageukbirmingham.org.uk
www.ageukbirmingham.org.uk

info@ageuksandwell.org.uk
www.ageuksandwell.org.uk
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www.ageuk.org.uk/services/information-
advice/guides-and-factsheets/
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dementiacarerhub@ageukbirmingham.org.uk

www.ageukbirmingham.org.uk
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Tuesdays: United Reformed Church, 1, Brassington Avenue, Sutton Coldfield, B73 6AA
AM session: 9:30 -12pm; PM session: 12:30pm- 2pm
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rachel.mackay@careuk.com
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Classes on:
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To see the cats and kittens currently needing new homes and how the 'direct re-
homing scheme' works, see the link to the direct rehoming page of the Cats Pro-
tection website: https://www.cats.org.uk/northbirmingham/adopt-a-cat/adopt-via-
our-direct-homing-scheme
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Cats Protection North Birmingham has a new look -
locally and nationally!

National news is that CP has rebranded into pink and purple, but
of course its ‘true colours’ will never change — nationally or
locally - the charity will continue to do all it can for cats and
kittens.

Nicole Evans, North Birmingham Branch Coordinator, is
delighted. “We love the new-look - already it's featured in CPs
Winter Campaign highlighting the support offered by Lifelines - a
temporary fostering service for those fleeing domestic abuse. It
will be appearing on our website and social media pages
throughout 2024 and beyond. With tne new look, we hope to
bring the work we do to a much wider audience”.

The CP media team confirm what’s new and why. “We’ve moved
to a more eye-catching and modern look to reach new
audiences, raise more money and increase our impact to help
more cats.”

*Anyone considering volunteering for CP can call in to the Cats
Protection charity shop on Erdington High Street, meet the
team, and express an interest. There are lots of other roles too,
like fostering and fund-raising.

Direct rehoming — helping owners, potential adopters — and
cats

CPs direct rehoming scheme is benefitting from the new look too
- courtesy of a new volunteer - Ellen - who has all the skills to
cope with the demands of the role. Sadly, more owners than
ever are contacting CP for help in rehoming their cats for a
variety of reasons - several associated with the cost of living
crisis. So anyone keen to adopt a needy cat should take a look
at the Directs page on the North Birmingham Cats Protection
website.

** The scheme connects cats in need of a new home with
potential adopters with no adoption fee involved **

sheilapennell@talktalk.net
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Team Cat Rescue has lots of cats and kittens looking
for their forever homes. Owners often have to give
them up for a variety of reasons - usually a change of
circumstances meaning they can no longer care for
their beloved pet. And some come into care because
they are found wandering and abandoned.

If you are not ready to adopt, how about fostering? Or
helping Team Cat Rescue with driving or fund-raising?
If so, contact Coordinator Lynne of Team Cat Rescue
on 0121 373 4596.

** Team Cat Rescue is local and well-established in
North Birmingham - and have been helping rescue and
rehome cats and kittens for 25 years **
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OLIOex.com/get-involved


https://olioapp.com/en/
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gap.huboffice@gmail.com

nns@ageconcernbirmingham.org.uk
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7.00,

www.suttoncoldfieldcreativestitchers.co.uk
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membership@sandnats.org.uk

sandnats.org.uk
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Friends of Perry Park July 2024
Not too busy this month.

Our next litter pick: Poster (1)) attached will be on Sunday 11th
August at 2pm meeting in Perry Park carpark at the junction of
Walsall Rd/Church Rd next Walsall Road Allotments.

Attended a River Fly survey the first of one per month in Sutton

Park. Of the two streams we sampled the 1st one had several midge fly larva and
other small invertebrates the second stream had even less. The most interesting
was Bull Head fish fry and a freshwater limpet which was so small you would have
mistaken it for algae stuck to a pebble. Hope to have more info in the future. No
photos sorry.

On the 20th we did a pond survey in Sandwell valley with some photos attached.
We caught two smooth newt babies (efts), Photo (2 and 3) two beetles, one known
as the Cherry Stone beetle Photo (4) due to its bright red colour and a black and
yellow Longhorn Beetle. (photo 5)

As a member of a choir situated in Perry Barr we did our third event for this year in
the Church Tavern. This was our best yet and was well attended. Photo attached.
We restart on Tuesday 8th September meeting in St John the Evangelist in Church
Rd, Perry Barr at 7-30pm. We are a friendly group and anyone who would like to
join please do come along. No charge, just fun with free cake and refreshments
afterwards.

The other good news is that the Canal River Trust has been awarded a Green Flag
for the Tame Valley Canal, one of three for various canals within the Birmingham
Area.

Saw an interesting what | thought was a large wasp in the garden. Which turned
out to be the European Hornet, which is native to Britain and Europe. Photo
attached this is not dangerous so long as you don’t attack it and is a useful predator
of aphids and caterpillars. So just watch it working on your flowers from a distance.
Photo (6 and 7)

News flash: Love Parks Week starts 26th July to the 4th August. So, try to get out
and enjoy your local park or green space.

Hopefully | will have more to report next month.
Valerie Edkins.

Photos on next page....
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You could be here for
free next month.

Email
bgatepost@gmail.com
for details.
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nsparrow@wcg.ac.u

wcg.ac.u info@wcg.ac.uk
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Banners Gate Neighbourhood Forum Meetings

There will be a meeting of the Banners Gate Neighbourhood Forum on the last
Thursday of every month, starting in January, so Thursday 30th May at 7.30
p.m. Then July 25th, September 26th and November 28th. Hot drinks and

biscuits will be provided. Come and tell us of any problems you have with the

area and we will try to get them fixed. If you need any more information
please call 0121 605 4947 or 07976 550 420

As a community hall we are trying to create activities for the benefit of
the community so if you have any ideas in that direction, please get in
touch and share those ideas with us—no obligation.

If you need any information please message on 07964 213 229
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