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A Very Merry Christmas and a Happy and Prosperous
New Year to all our Supporters.

Rob Pocock: service, making all the MOT and taxing
SETTING THE PACE ON COUNCIL arrangements. Economies of scale.
EFFICIENCES

Everybody wants Councils to become

more efficient and productive. In industry

this is an everyday requirement but often,
Councils are slow on the uptake. Councils are the
guardians of the money you pay over in Council Tax,
but they do not always spend it frugally or wisely. Part
of my new job on the City Council Cabinet since the
summer, is to search out ways the City Council can
become more efficient, and to ‘root out’ poor work
practices that waste public money.

So it was not a surprise to me to discover, earlier this
month, that a bizarre and wasteful scheme has been
going on for many years, in the way the City Council

manages its ‘vehicle fleet'.

Everyone knows about the bin trucks that go round
collecting the rubbish and recycling. People also know
about the vehicles that are used to transport young
people with disabilities to their schools. These are
quite well managed. So far so good.

But did you know that around another 1,750 additional
vehicles are held by the City Council, for one job or
another! This might be for the environmental
inspection teams visiting shops and firms, or housing
officers visiting local estates, or social workers making

local visits, or safety teams inspecting play equipment.

A lot of good reasons for the Council to have a
substantial vehicle ‘fleet’. But what shocked me, was
to find out that these vehicles are leased, or hired, or
purchased, taxed or insured, in a very fragmented and
inefficient way. You would expect this would be done
centrally so that, for example, a large discount could
be got from an insurance firm. Or a central clerical

But no! From my investigations it turns out that all
these small jobs for managing the 1,750 vehicles are
done ‘piecemeal’ by individual officers working
separately within their own internal Directorates. This
is inefficient, misses out on the economies of scale,
and leads to similar officers doing the same thing,
therefore duplicating the work department by
department.

So as part of my job in attempting to make the
Council more productive and efficient, the proposal is
now to set up a single central ‘Integrated Transport
Unit’. This will replace the fragmented work that
duplicates the jobs and fails to make consistent
decisions. The Integrated Transport Unit will exploit
the economies of scale by bulk purchasing insurance,
servicing, taxing etc, right cross the whole Council.
Also a lot of this administrative paperwork can now be
done by ‘digital automation’ — get computers to do the
laborious legwork infinitely quicker and more cheaply.

My guess is that this new unit could save the Council
over £2 million a year. That's £2 million of YOUR
money that could be freed up for better purposes,
year on year. It can be done! And that's part of my
new role — to dig around to see what’s been going on,
strip away outdated work practices, replace
inefficiencies, and modernise the way the Council
works. It's long overdue. But at last this change is
now taking shape. And it's the citizens of this City that
will justifiably benefit.

Max Hatton::

Hello Gatepost readers! November has
been a busy month indeed, and it feels

like we've had 4 seasons of weather the
last 4 weeks! Sutton Coldfield is getting
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ready for Christmas, all the festive lights funded by the

Town Council are up on the major highstreets across
Sutton and don’t they look great!

Earlier this month the town came together in

remembrance for those who have lost their lives in war

and those who have fought for our freedom. It was an
honour to attend the remembrance service on Sunday
10" November, and then the 2 minutes silence and
wreath laying. It very moving to see hundreds of
people line the streets to watch the parade and
observe the 2 minutes silence. Every year we honour
our brave heroes, for me | remember my Grandfather
Kenneth Hatton, Royal Navy Commando in WW2 and
his father Thomas Hatton, a WW1 veteran who fought
at the Battle of the Somme. They were the lucky ones
who came home, millions of young men didn’t and we

must never forget their sacrifice and service so we can

live in peace.

Later in November we saw the return of the ever-
popular Boldmere Christmas Festival, a marked date
in everyone’s calendar! The weather was not on our
side, but we saw over 7000 people attend throughout
the day, the rain won’t keep us away, although it
certainly had a good try! Once again, we owe the
success of this festival to the hard-working crew of
Boldmere Futures CIC, the army of volunteers,
traders, local businesses and of course everyone who
attends, this festival and the people who put it on are

the embodiment of community spirit! Plans are already

underway for the Boldmere Summer Festival which is
due to take place Sunday 22™ June 2025. If you're
interested in learning more about the festival, or if

John Cooper
Royal Sutton Coldfield Town Councillor

| report back to you the results of the

recent consultation conducted by RSCTC

following the issue of the strategic plan
for 2024-2027.

To examine the full report, follow the link at the end,
where all the results are shown along with charts and
illustrations of the numbers involved.

In general terms the Strategic Plan was fully
supported by those completing the survey. Our role; is
as the closest level of Government to residents of
RSC and in being so we have to reflect the reality of
life today. Birmingham City Council as you are aware
is in financial difficulties and this has a knock-on effect
to us in RSC by way of reduced and/or withdrawal of
services.

We face the loss of three of the four libraries in the
town along with community centres where they are
within the same building. Of the four we have, only
Mere Green will stay in the current plan, (although we
now understand the proposal from the City is to
reduce the opening hours of this library). The Town
Council through its officers is currently discussing

you’d like to be involved as a volunteer or apply for
a stall, click here: https://www.boldmere.org/
community-festivals/summer-2025/

In Sutton town centre you may have seen the
chalets being put up recently for the first ever
Christmas Market in Sutton! This looks like a great
event for all over the Christmas period and there
are many stalls to visit, a full list can be seen here
- https://www.visitroyalsuttoncoldfield.co.uk/sutton-
coldfields-first-ever-christmas-market/ Online
shopping might get you a few bargains but it will
never compare to shopping in person, supporting
local businesses makes our town better!

And remember, to make it easier for shoppers over
December there is the multi modal travel subsidy
scheme with free parking at designated times, free
cycle hire and free bus travel, full info can be
viewed here - Free parking, bus travel and cycle
hire scheme to boost festive footfall in Sutton
Coldfield Town Centre — Royal Sutton Coldfield
Town Council

Not only that but there is free bus travel on all
West Midlands buses between Monday 9™
December and Friday 13" December from 7pm —
2:30am Free West Midlands Christmas bus travel
offer labelled UK's 'biggest' - Birmingham Live A
real benefit for regular public transport users, but
hopefully will entice new users!

Until next month Gatepost readers, enjoy the
festive season and happy holidays!

alternative possibilities. In addition, we have applied
to the City for the transfer of 14 assets to the Town;
to own and manage. We also await the transfer of 6
of the ten allotments within the town along with
Vesey gardens at Holy Trinity Church in the town
centre. Vesey Gardens has been slowly moving
through the system for several years and the Town
has had to step in and foot the bill for the most
urgent repairs that are necessary for a public space.
The four allotment that have been transferred have
been assessed and we have invested in the most
urgent of the needs reported. It should be
understood that these transfers come with no money
from the City and therefore will be funded by the
town precept.

It has been announced that our waste collection will
only be collected fortnightly from next year rather
than weekly as it is now. | also understand there is to
be a revision of our recycling collections during the
next year.

https://suttoncoldfieldtowncouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/
uploads/2024/10/Strategic-Plan-Consultation.pdf

: townrangers@suttoncoldfieldtowncouncil.gov.uk

johncooper@suttoncoldfieldtowncouncil.gov.uk
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Free parking, bus travel and cycle hire scheme to boost festive

footfall in Sutton Coldfield Town Centre
October 25, 2024

Shoppers heading to Sutton Coldfield Town Centre this Christmas will be able to
benefit from free car parking, free public transport and free cycling, thanks to a
forward-thinking project agreed by Royal Sutton Coldfield Town Council and
Birmingham City Council .

The ambitious ‘Multi Modal Travel Subsidy Scheme’ aims to boost visitor numbers
and support local traders during their busiest time of the year, by making it easier
and cheaper than ever before to travel into the town centre.

The three-part scheme — which is based on other similar successful programmes in
town centres around the UK — covers parking, public transport and the West
Midland Combined Authority’s bike hire scheme.

For those who need to drive into the town centre, the Town Council is to subsidise
free parking across seven town centre car parks, for the eight-week period from
November 14™ 2024 to January 5", 2025.

Subsidised by £47k from the Town Council’s Town Centre Regeneration Budget,
the offer will focus on car parks in Station Street, Upper and Lower Reddicroft, Mill
Street, Anchorage Road, South Parade and Duke Street.

It will run on from November 14th, to coincide with Sutton’s Christmas lights switch
on, through to January 5th 2025, on Thursdays from 4pm and Fridays from 4pm,
with parking free all day on Saturdays and Sundays.

Continued on next page...
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...continued from last page

However, the festive scheme will also aim to enable more drivers to travel by
bus, by accessing the Government funded Passenger Incentive Programme
offered by TTWM (Travel for the West Midlands). It means shoppers heading
to Sutton Town centre will be able to use free and discounted bus

tickets being offered across the region by the scheme.

To access the free tickets, residents will need to sign up to the Town Council
mailing list by 10am on Friday, November 8th, when more details will be
provided. Residents can do this via Subscribe on the home page of the Town
Council’s Website — https://suttoncoldfieldtowncouncil.gov.uk

Finally, the third strand of the Multi Modal Travel Scheme offers free cycling in
the town centre as part of the West Midlands Combined Authority’s public hire
cycle scheme, for which Royal Sutton Coldfield Town Council already
provides a funding contribution.

Councillor Simon Ward, leader of Royal Sutton Coldfield Town Council, said:
“We are fully committed to creating a revitalised and vibrant town centre for
Royal Sutton Coldfield, through our Town Centre Master Plan.

“‘However, while these bigger plans take shape, it’s really important that we
support local businesses and traders — and there’s no more important time of
year for them than Christmas.

“The festive season is a crucially important time of year for local businesses
and traders, both in the daytime and nighttime economy.

“Along with ideas like the new German-style Christmas Market, this ambitious
three-part travel scheme will make it cheaper and easier than ever before to
travel into the town centre to enjoy the festive season, take in the festive
lights, shop and relax.

“By including free bus travel and cycle hire, we're also sending an important
ecological message that, while some journeys have to be made by car, we
also want to help enable people to choose more sustainable ways of coming
to enjoy the festive season in Sutton.

“This is a really ambitious programme that should really boost visitors to
Sutton this Christmas, and we welcome the support of Birmingham City
Council in making it happen.”

Councillor Majid Mahmood, Birmingham City Council, Cabinet Member for
Environment and Transport said: “Birmingham City Council is committed to
supporting and regenerating our town and local centres, and also through
delivery of the Birmingham Transport Plan to making travel around our city
safer and more sustainable.

These festive offers are a great way for our hard working citizens to save
money at what can be a very expensive time of year, whilst at the same time
supporting local businesses and I'm pleased to have been able to support
Sutton Coldfield Town Council with this offer.

With free bus travel and cycle hire available for shopping and more, it’s also
an opportunity for drivers to try swapping some of their regular journeys for
these more sustainable modes without it costing a penny.”
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Under the new Friends First Project, Age Concern Birmingham are now able to offer their Befriending
Service across Birmingham city.

On an assessed basis, our Community Reconnectors can provide up to 10 weeks support to individuals who
may be isolated/vulnerable or feeling unconfident about accessing/ engaging in the wider community.

This project also offers new social experiences/encourages new friendships through our tailored support.
Further support is also offered through our new friendship groups situated in Sutton Coldfield and across
the city.

Please contact 0121 362 3650 for more information if:
*You are feeling isolated, or would welcome the chance to meet new people in your community.

*Maybe you already run a coffee morning/community group and would like to work with us to widen your
reach.

*You would like to increase your social opportunities.
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St Columba’s Church Hall

Hall letting for St Columba’s Church.
Weekday lettings are available for the
large Church Hall which includes a
well equipped kitchen.
Entrance to the hall is step free and is
suitable for wheel chair access
throughout the premises.

Male, Female and disabled toilet facilities
All enquiries to Alison via email please.

st.columbahall@yahoo.com

10:00 -12:00

Not on
Friday 29th
December

Classes at St Columba’s Church

Monday Brownies 6 o’clock

Tuesday Brownies 6 o’clock

Thursday Rainbows

Friday Coffee Morning, see above
slimmingworld.co.uk Sunday Morning Worship 10 o’clock

Hope Food North Birmingham are currently looking for a new base
in/around Sutton Coldfield. We need it to store food and prepare

food bags. We would need access in the day and evening Monday
to Friday. We run 3 food banks weekly in Erdington, Falcon Lodge
and Mere Green. If anyone has any premises with vehicle access
that they would think would suit us, please get in touch. Thank you.

T: 07869 822502 E: info@hopefood.org.uk

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO SUPP.ORT OUR WQRK PLEASE MAKE A-DONATION USING THIS LINK:
sharedreading@foliosuttoncoldfield.org.uk

Hope Food — North Birmingham. A charitable incorporated organisation registered in
England. Charity registration number 1195019. Registered office 407 Jockey Road, Sutton
Coldfield B73 5XH
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Anja Pawson
Local Campaigner in Sutton Vesey

Vice-Chair of Friends of Boldmere Spinney, Primary School Teacher,
Associate Governor, busy Mum of two

Christmas Market and Free Parking in Sutton Park

| had the pleasure of meeting organisers of the Sutton Coldfield Christmas
Market on their first opening day. Town Councillor John Copper and | not only got
to visit the market, we also stepped into the kitchen and joined in with cooking
the Bratwurst! For me, a taste of where | grew up. | do hope lots of residents will
enjoy this festive season and support our fabulous local businesses.

Another matter close to John and my heart is free parking in Sutton Park.
Birmingham City Council are asking for your views on this here:
www.birminghambeheard.org.uk

We personally support a petition by Councillor David Pears, which you can access
here: www.suttoncoldfieldconservatives.com/campaigns/stop-parking-charges-
sutton-park

If you have any questions or are passionate about this issue like we are,
then please get in touch with us via veseyward@gmail.com and follow us
on Facebook: ‘Vesey News by Anja Pawson and John Cooper’


http://www.birminghambeheard.org.uk
http://www.suttoncoldfieldconservatives.com/campaigns/stop-parking-charges-sutton-park
http://www.suttoncoldfieldconservatives.com/campaigns/stop-parking-charges-sutton-park
mailto:veseynews@gmail.com
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www.scurc.org.uk
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Are you a
good
guesser?
What are

these objects.

Answers on
the bottom of
page 25.
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Thursday

Answers from page 23.

1. It's a casting positive. They would use it to create
a negative mould in sand, which metal would
then be poured into.
u/SignificantDrawer374

2. It's a Jute or Twine sewing needle. The bend
makes it so much easier. The wide point gives
more space for the thread to pass through the
hole made by the needle.

3. It is an antique bike reflector. This has a faceted
face, but you can find smooth versions that match
yours by searching for antique glass bike
reflectors.
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https://www.reddit.com/r/whatisthisthing/comments/1ewlnc9/comment/lizjvs6/?utm_source=share&utm_medium=web3x&utm_name=web3xcss&utm_term=1&utm_content=share_button
https://www.agriculturesolutions.com/hand-sewing-needle-for-jute-and-twines-6in-pack-of-12
https://www.bicycleheaven.org/collections/antique-reflectors/products/wald-reflectors-diemound-cut-firestone-sears-nos

www.suttoncoldfieldsocietyofartists.co.uk

If you are of a different bent, you may be interested in the two links below, sent in by John S.
http://messybeast.com/dragonqueen/real-haynes.htm

Also, I'm going to assume you've heard this but just in case:
https://www.airliners.net/forum/viewtopic.php?t=1113747
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Planning and Highways Committee 3rd December 2024
Strategy and Resources committee 10th December 2024
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View more details here
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https://news.comms.birmingham.gov.uk/NLI/ViewHtmlEmail.aspx?a=FA3B00CA6E2A048DEA66FB6C3488240E&b=E11C2C179C577DB4A7208A747D971E85
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/news/article/1494/theres_snow_place_like_home

HANDBOOK:

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100086596932293
https://birmingham.connecttosupport.org/
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www.applyforleap.org.uk
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Here’s a Christmas quiz.

1. By what seasonal name was Frederick V of Bohemia known?

2. On Stir-up Sunday which way should you stir the Christmas pudding to
bring good luck?

3. Featured in the Charles Dickens' story "A Christmas Carol", what is a
"Smoking Bishop"?

4. Jason Statham plays ex-SAS soldier Lee Christmas in what series of
movies?

5. What Christmas present did France give to America in 18867

. What is the alternate title of Shakespeare's "Twelfth Night"?

7. Tins of chocolates are alway popular at Christmas, but can you put these
famous brands in order of when they were first launched in the UK, [a]
Cadburys Heroes, [b] Cadburys Roses, [c] Celebrations and [d] Quality
Street?

8. How many times did The Beatles make a Christmas record for members of
their fan club?

9. Who created Rudolf the Red Nose Reindeer in a 1939 book issued by the
department store Montgomery Ward?

10. Designed by school children on BBC's "Blue Peter", in which year were
the first Christmas stamps issued in the UK?

11. In which year was the first "Strictly Come Dancing" Christmas Special
aired and who was the celebrity winner?

12. Traditionally served on Christmas Eve from what is the Lithuanian soup
"Aguonu Pienas" made?

13. In the Christmas movie "Love Actually” who plays the US President?

14. Which "Downton Abbey" character played by Dan Stevens was killed in a
car crash in the 2012 Christmas Special?

15. Who played Father Christmas in the following movies, [a] Bad Santa
(2003), [b] The Christmas Chronicles (2018), [c] The Santa Clause (1994),
[d] Elf (2003) and [e] Miracle on 34th Street (1947)?

16. Which Poet Laureate wrote the words to "While Shepherds Watched"?

17. Faced by many people in winter what is Chionophobia the intense fear
of?

18. In which language does "Sawadee Pee Mai" mean Merry Christmas?

19. Who starred as the Doctor in the first Dr Who Christmas Special in 20057?

20. Who stars alongside Vince Vaughn in the 2008 movie "Four
Christmases"?

(o))

Answers
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That’s the last, | hope you enjoyed them.

A DECIMAL POINT:

I'M ADOT IN PLACE

THE EARTHQUAKES:

THAT QUEER SHAKE

ELEVEN PLUS TWO:

TWELVE PLUS ONE

MOTHER-IN-LAW:
WOMAN HITLER

Thank you, Mike
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To get involved please contact Claire:
Tel: 07930354885 or email info@ageconcernbirmingham.org.uk
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Here at Age Concern Birmingham - and funded through The Armed Forces

Covenant Trust Fund - we have been running a Birmingham and Sandwell “Friends for
Life” project for ex-service men and women since May last year. We started out with a group
of 4 and now have 40+ who are aware of our project. Our weekly Tues meetings can see
between 15-25 people attend on a drop in basis and have representation across all services.
(Army, Navy and RAF) our oldest member being Joan who is 101 and was one of the first
women to service in the WAF.

The aim of the project is to bring like-minded people together, to expand social opportunities
and promote supportive interactions. Over the months we are proud to report that many
friendships have formed, respect and strong values bring this group together resulting in a
community of support outside of the weekly meet. Many of our veterans have also gone on to
fulfil a volunteer role within our organization, giving a real sense of purpose and increased self-
esteem.

The project has many options to combat isolation - not everyone may be comfortable with a
group setting, so where possible we can facilitate phone calls, 1-1 meets and in some cases
home visits if all parties are happy.

If you have served or know someone who has and would benefit from this project — please
contact Claire on 07930354885 for more information
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Your CCTV helps us to solve real crimes. That’s why we’re asking you to
register home or business CCTV and doorbell cameras on our new
database.

It takes just 60 seconds to add your details to our secure police system and
within minutes, you could be helping us solve serious crimes. You'll just add
your name, address, email and the number of cameras you control.

How it works in three steps:
e Register your cameras securely in 60 seconds

e You will receive a text or email when a crime happens near your home or
business and our officers believe your CCTV may have recorded the
incident

e Upload the images via the secure link contained in the message

Privacy:

e Your name, address, camera details or any other personal information will
not be publicly available on the secure site

e Investigating officers will only be able to see cameras plotted on a digital
map and held on a secure police system with strictly controlled access

e We will not have access to your cameras or stored images — you decide
what images you share with us

e We will only contact you if we believe you may have recorded the incident
or suspects

e Sharing your recording with us does not mean you will have to attend court

e You can unsubscribe at any time

Continued on next page...
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...continued from last page

Register your CCTV or doorbell cameras at: CCTV Registry |
West Midlands Police

We have already had 1348 cameras register. These include home
CCTV systems, Ring camera devices and Video Doorbells, which are
all great ways of protecting your property.

Please share this with your friends and family so we can build an
even stronger database.

Message Sent By
Corporate Communications
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It’s World Mental Health Day.

Every year we get around 48,000 mental-health related calls for service.

Sometimes, having uniformed police officers attend an incident where someone is in crisis can make things worse.
Paramedics, social workers or community psychiatric nurses who already have a relationship with the person, may be
better able to help.

For almost two years, we’ve been working with health professions and service users to make sure that together we
deliver the right care for the right person. It’s the right thing to do an also allows our officers to focus on what they’re
trained to do - preventing and investigating crime, catching criminals and supporting victims.

We will always attend incidents where there is a risk to life or of serious harm to a person, whether that’s to the person
in crisis or other people. But there’s lots of specially trained organisations who are ready to help.

You can find out more about Right Care, Right Person on our website westmidlands.police.uk/RCRP.

Get Help

Talking about mental health can be tough and triggering for some people. The charity Samaritan’s is available 24/7 if you
need to talk

The NHS 111 online website has advice on getting the right help for mental health conditions

Contact the Birmingham and Solihull Mental Health NHS Foundation Trust if you live in Birmingham or Solihull

® |f your mental health has shifted to a serious or life-threatening state, call 999 and ask for the ambulance service or
go to the nearest hospital with an emergency department
The charity Mind has information for friends and family of people experiencing mental iliness

Call West Midlands Police on 999 only if a crime is in progress, suspects are nearby or life is in immediate danger

Message Sent By
Billy Corrigan
(West Mids Police, Communications Manager, Corporate Communications)
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Young people can be groomed and exploited
in spaces visible to members of the public,
such as fast-food restaurants, hotels, taxis,
and private hire vehicles.

Whether you're on a night out, commuting
home, staying overnight for a business trip,
or working as a driver or in customer service,
you could be the one that gets help.

By learning the signs with The Children’s
Society, British Transport Police, and National
Police Chiefs’ Council we can keep children
safe.

#LookCloser #LookCloser To Spot
Exploitation | The Children's Society
(childrenssociety.org.uk)

Message Sent By

Stefanie Sadler

(West Midlands Police, Engagement &
Consultation Officer, Birmingham Partnerships)
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We are issuing a warning and some crime prevention advice as we
continue to investigate a number of distraction burglaries that’s been
happening across the region.

Distraction burglaries are where people, usually the elderly, are targeted
by thieves who pose as council officials or an employee for the water
board, stating they need to enter the property to make checks. When
inside, they steal money, property and in some cases threaten or
commit violence.

We issued an appeal for information over the weekend as we've named
a man we would like to speak to in connection with over 17 of these
types of burglaries that have happened in Birmingham, Sandwell,
Solihull and Wolverhampton since September.

During one of the incidents, an 88-year-old woman was assaulted at her
address in Erdington, and she remains in hospital in a serious condition.

You can find the details of our appeal, an image and a name for the
man here - if you see him please call us on 999 immediately.

Detectives investigating distraction burglaries name suspect | West
Midlands Police

Your safety is our number one priority and detectives along with local
officers are carrying out enquiries to find this man, but any information
you have could be vital.

We are also taking the opportunity to issue the following advice. If you
have an elderly neighbour, work with the elderly or have an elderly
family member that lives on their own, please pass on the following
advice.

Continued on next page ...
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..... continued from last page

Common methods used by distraction burglars

. Pretending to be from a care agency, the council or a utility
company investigating a gas or water leak

. Seeking help to leave a note for a neighbour or even asking for
a drink of water if they claim to be thirsty or unwell

. Claiming to be in a hurry or emergency and needing to get into
your home quickly

. Working in teams, with one person distracting you while the

other searches your home

How to prevent it

There are a number of things you can do to prevent distraction burglary.
Don’t be afraid to ask questions about anyone at your door — genuine
callers won’t mind. Always remember 'if in doubt, keep them out'

. Use your door viewer to see who's there

. Encourage older people to get into the habit of always locking
their doors and by using a door chain or spy-hole

. If you open the door put the chain on first

. Always ask for ID and check it with the company before letting
somebody into your home

. Telephone a neighbour, or a nearby friend, and ask them to

come along to help check out the caller before you open the door to
them. Insist on checking the identity of the caller

. Call the police if you are concerned, we hear a lot of people say
that they don't want to trouble us, but we are here to help and all it takes
is a call to 101 or 999 if you feel in danger

. When you're checking on whether a caller is really from an
organisation, use the phone number advertised in the phone book or
online, as the number on their identity card could be fake. For a utility
company, call the customer service department. Close the door while
you do this

. If you feel at all unsure, schedule a time for the caller to come
back when a friend or relative is there

. For pre-planned appointments with utility companies, a
password scheme can be set up

. If you feel threatened or in danger by the presence of the caller,
call 999

Message Sent By

Stefanie Sadler

(West Midlands Police , Engagement & Consultation Officer,
Birmingham Partnerships)
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Winter is here, and while we layer up to avoid the cold, let's not forget about layering
up our home security.

Criminals will take advantage of insecure windows and propped open doors, even if
it's the back door.

Keep you and your home safe this winter by following these useful tips:

e Make sure doors and windows are closed and locked. Even if you’re just
popping out, lock up and secure your home.

e Consider installing window locks to prevent intruders from easily opening
your windows.

e Consider installing a home security system with visible cameras and alarm
systems to deter burglars.

o Keep your valuables out of sight. Close blinds or curtains to prevent prying
eyes from scouting your belongings. Shutting the blinds will keep your house
warmer.

¢ Give a spare key to a trusted neighbour or invest in a secure key lockbox.

¢ Hosting family or friends in your garden - don’t invite burglars to the party.
Keep your side entrance, back door, or garden gate closed/locked.

e Storing away bikes, gardening equipment, and summer activities? Lock up
and keep that garage door closed. It takes seconds for thieves to spot and take
expensive tools/bikes/motor vehicles. Consider securing your valuables inside
the garage or shed as well.

For extra security keep porch doors locked, wheelie bins away from low fences
or garages, and sheds secure.

For more advice from West Midlands Police visit https://www.westmidlands.police.uk/
police-forces/west-midlands-police/areas/campaigns/campaigns/27-station-road/

To report crime or anything suspicious call 101 or please visit https://
www.westmidlands.police.uk/

In an emergency always dial 999.

Message Sent By
Stefanie Sadler
(West Midlands Police , Engagement & Consultation Officer, Birmingham Partner-

ships)
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Dear Stakeholder

The Alexander Stadium Legacy Capital Programme has continued to move forwards and we are
pleased to confirm that planning has now been granted for the High-Performance Centre works
that will be mobilised at the end of the month.

The Landscape Practice Group has also secured a contractor to deliver the first phase of works
around the stadium and park, and they have already begun to reinstate areas of the park that
required stone picking. You should soon see previously fenced off areas of the park being
reinstated and reopened to the community.

We do appreciate your patience with the capital programme, which is now in its final stages of
organisation, ahead of the works delivery programme. As the delivery will include several different
contractors working on site concurrently, we would like to re-introduce the monthly tenant and
stakeholder capital programme updates, so that these works can be communicated effectively to
different user groups around the site, for safety and information purposes.

These update sessions will be held on Teams starting at 5pm on Wednesday 2nd October and
will run monthly on the first Wednesday of every month thereafter until the capital works are
completed in Spring 2025.

To secure your space at the Teams capital update, please register your interest by submitting
your email address to stadiuminfo@birmingham.gov.uk along with the subject title 'register for
capital updates'. We will then issue you with a link to the Teams invite which will start at 5pm on
the 2nd October.

There will be an opportunity at the end of the update to send in questions to the team to respond
to during and/or after the session, depending on time. Sessions will be no longer than 30 mins.

We look forward to engaging with you again soon.
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sutton.coldfield.library@birmingham.gov.uk

www.facebook.com/SuttonColdfieldLibrary
www.twitter.com/SuttonLibrary

www.instagram.com/suttoncoldfieldlibrary
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Kingstanding Library

See next page
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www.elimlifechurch.co.uk

Your free advertisement
could go here.

Email
bgatepost@gmail.com.
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streetlylibrary@walsall.gov.uk

61


mailto:streetlylibrary@walsall.gov.uk

streetlylibrary@walsall.gov.uk
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Birmingham’s Mobile Library Service
For over 30 years the Mobile Library has taken library services out into many
diverse communities across the city.

Everyone is welcome to join the Mobile Library. You can register with us, or
you can use your existing Birmingham library card on the vehicle. You can
borrow a maximum of 10 items at any one time (including items borrowed
from our other libraries). The Mobile Library vehicle carries over 3,500 items
of stock for adults, young people and children of all ages. The stock is
changed frequently, and new items are added regularly.

The Mobile Library has access to the full library catalogue. It operates a free
reservation service for any items you may wish to order. You can return items
from other Birmingham libraries at any Mobile Library stop too. The Mobile
Library vehicle is also fitted with a lift allowing for easy access.

Did you know that the service comes into the heart of our community?

It currently operates every Tuesday between 10.00 — 11.00 parked
outside Sutton Park Academy on Coppice View Road, B73 6UE.

Go along and see what’s on board. Use it — Or lose it!
For more information, please use one of the methods detailed below -
Phone: 0121 464 6171 Mobile: 07766 923344
Email: mobile.library.service@birmingham.gov.uk
FaceBook: Mobile Library Service - Birmingham UK  Twitter: bhammobilelib

www.birmingham.gov.uk/mobile-library
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Children’s Pool at Keeper’s Pool 1938. Photo by E. H. Sargeant.

Thank you, Pat L.
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www.birmingham.gov.uk/warmwelcome

http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/foodhelp

www.birmingham.gov.uk/healthystart

www.birmingham.gov.uk/school-meals
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www.gov.uk/check-benefits-financial-support

www.birmingham.gov.uk/debtadviceteam

www.birmingham.gov.uk/helpinbrum

www.theprojectbirmingham.org
www.bcabs.org.uk

www.disability.co.uk

www.birmingham.gov.uk/energyhelp

www.birmingham.gov.uk/energyscam


http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/warmwelcome
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/energyhelp
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/healthystart
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/foodhelp
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/school-meals
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/energyscam
http://www.gov.uk/check-benefits-financial-support
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/debtadviceteam
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/helpinbrum
http://www.theprojectbirmingham.org
http://www.bcabs.org.uk
http://www.disability.co.uk
http://www.ageuk.org.uk/birmingham
http://www.birminghammind.org
http://www.moneyhelper.org.uk
http://www.stoploansharks.co.uk
http://www.turn2us.org.uk
http://www.bswaid.org
http://england.shelter.org.uk
http://www.theaws.co.uk/listen-connect
http://www.rmcentre.org.uk
http://www.spitfireservices.org.uk

66



Line Dancing
Absolute Beginners Class
to be held at
Banners Gate Community Hall
Tuesdays 5 - 6 pm
Everyone welcome
Please phone Diane
On 07711 048 215

For further information
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Email:

communityconnectors@ourplacesupport.org
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This week get to know six brilliant birds of prey with our ID guide. From the fastest bird in the
world, the Peregrine, to the UK’s largest bird of prey, the White-tailed Eagle, we give you the low-
down. Discover helpful ID tips and find out where to see them, including on RSPB nature reserves.

We also bring you the tragic news of the Slender-billed Curlew. Confirmed likely extinct this week,
its demise challenges us all to strengthen our determination to protect and nurture our precious
wildlife.

Thanks to you and many other supporters, we can save species. We can protect and restore the
habitats that nature needs. Read about the rise in Golden Eagles, meet the team restoring

rainforests, and learn about our work for woodland birds.

Whatever you do this week, don’t lose hope. Enjoy our wonderful wild world and help us to keep
it that way.

Sian Duncan
Notes on Nature editor
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Can you spot a deepfake video?

Deepfake videos are created utilising artificial intelligence and used by
scammers to manipulate footage of a person to make them say or do
things that never happened. They could employ images of celebrities,
or people you know, to try to trick you into paying them.

Test your deepfake-spotting skills by taking our quiz and see if you can
tell the fakes from the genuine videos

New tech support scam tactics

Tech support scams are some of the oldest and most persistent, and
they're getting more sophisticated. They typically involve a scammer
impersonating a tech company, aiming to convince you that your device
has a security threat.

As awareness of these scams has grown, fraudsters are evolving their
tactics to try to catch you out. We've rounded up the latest tricks so you
can be prepared.

Latest scams doing the rounds

Stay in the know about recent scams that are targeting people across
the UK.

The latest warnings to be aware of include counterfeit advent calendars
and dodgy restaurant vouchers. Take a look at the full list based on
your reports to our Which? Scam Action Alerts Facebook community
and to our scam-sharer tool.

Scam sharer tool

There’s now a much easier way to make us aware of scams directly
with our scam sharer tool. Tell us your experiences of phishing emails,
fake texts, cold calls and other types of fraud.

Stay safe,


https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=e8e447fe22685159d1726c292d79dedbf367db5d1bd021f8fc3e262d897f72413ecb2b90da8d63c4599958df607d19ba48f9df948b3ee52ce089a26763f455ec
https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=e8e447fe22685159d1726c292d79dedbf367db5d1bd021f8fc3e262d897f72413ecb2b90da8d63c4599958df607d19ba48f9df948b3ee52ce089a26763f455ec
https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=e8e447fe22685159d31dee7ab5c66a1726f47c751d79800529e7b083262eb0bcfdaa61bbeea951be0712dce678aa0a610d24638358fe832d365a9a0ff233ae76
https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=e8e447fe22685159d31dee7ab5c66a1726f47c751d79800529e7b083262eb0bcfdaa61bbeea951be0712dce678aa0a610d24638358fe832d365a9a0ff233ae76
https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=e8e447fe2268515966519980bc6fe9d633a1170a674596229f4bd58e12e23632279b5028999fafa8d2e511af4cce1496ad1626a87178b61d8d54c83d4e6f1cbc
https://www.which.co.uk/tool/scam-sharer?utm_medium=email&utm_source=engagingnetworks&utm_campaign=Supporters&utm_content=Scam+Alert+160524+-+Secure+your+data

'A scammer impersonated my solicitor’

A couple who were in the process of buying a house were duped out of
thousands of pounds by a convincing scam that involved impersonating
their solictor.

An email, which came from their solicitor's address, asked them to
transfer their house deposit. After they realised they'd been scammed,
they reported it to their bank, which refused to fully reimburse

them. Find out what happened when our scam expert stepped in to
help.

Watch out for 'the British Lung Foundation' cold calls

Companies calling themselves ‘UK Energy Hub’ and ‘UK Eco Home
Services’ are reportedly pressuring homeowners over the phone to
upgrade their loft insulation.

The scammers claim that their insulation products are endorsed by ‘the
British Lung Foundation charity’, to add credibility to the con. But the
British Lung Foundation no longer exists.

Fraud victims who pay the ‘wrong' way could be left with
nothing

Fraud victims face wildly different outcomes depending on how they
transferred their money to criminals, leaving many victims with nowhere
to turn.

People who pay a scammer by anything other than UK transfers using
Faster Payments and CHAPS (Clearing House Automated Payment
System) may have no protection whatsoever under the new fraud
reimbursement rules introduced on 7 October.
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Fake antivirus scam emails return

We've seen a resurgence in fake AVG and McAfee antivirus emails
trying to trick people into 'renewing' antivirus software. The fake emails
ask you to review an agreement before ringing a number to authorise
payment, and sure enough, a scammer is at the end of the line to steal
your details.

Here's what they look like so you know how to act. Never click a link or
ring a rogue phone number.

Scammers hijack student loan payments

In a truly nasty scam, we've seen reports of fraudsters hacking Student
Finance accounts and replacing the proper recipient's bank details with
their own. This is nothing short of theft, and it all starts when scammers
ring, text or email an unwitting student.

Find out what's involved and what the Student Loans Company told us
about staying safe.

Could you spot a copycat website?

They look and feel the same as official government websites, but with
some crucial differences. If you need to renew an official document,
such as a driving licence or a passport, take these steps to make sure
you're in the right place.

Scam sharer tool

There’s now a much easier way to make us aware of scams directly
with our scam sharer tool. Tell us your experiences of phishing emails,
fake texts, cold calls and other types of fraud.
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As millions of us gear up to travel abroad this summer, poor
customer service and the UK’s weak passenger protections risk
consumers having to foot the bill for airlines’ bad behaviour. If
things go wrong, would you know your flight rights?

Frequent flight cancellations and disregard for passenger rights
on refunds, rerouting and compensation have become the norm
for some airlines. And with too many companies falling far short
of the mark with customer service, passengers can be left
struggling to access support when things go wrong.

Until airlines take action to raise their standards, stay better
prepared with our free flight advice guides. And if you’ve been
impacted by a delayed or cancelled flight, you can use our
free flight delay tool to check your eligibility and claim
compensation.

St Columba’s Church hall
Banners Gate Road/
Chester Road North
Sutton Coldfield B73 6TX

helenwilliamsmusic@gmail.com
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"W" (Double-u)
(an abbreviated term for a win)

Founded in 2020, W was
created for winners and the
winning mentality that we stand
for. Whatever you are winning
at in life, whether that's in work,
sport or your own business, we
want to celebrate that!

To us, having that winning
mentality is giving everything
you've got in the face of
adversity.

Join the Winners Circle!

Peter Wilson - Director & Founder

double-u.co.uk
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CSAdultSocialCare @birmingham.gov.uk

CSAdultSocialCare @birmingham.gov.uk
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Donate now
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SUTTON COLDFIELD JAZZ CLUB

At Boldmere Sports & Social Club
323, Boldmere Road, Sutton Coldfield
West Midlands B73 5HQ

Every Wednesday night: 8pm to 10.30pm (Doors open 7pm)
All Welcome-Pay at the Door (No Club Membership Fee)
Live Jazz Bands, Bar, Parking, Dancing & Socialising

We look forward to seeing you to be entertained

for a great night out.

For details of the Bands playing and entrance price, please
see our Facebook Page as listed below:

Contact: Colin — 07966-745741 https:/

83

SUTTON COLDFIELD ACOUSTIC
GUITAR CLUB

At The Legion Club, Rectory Road, Sutton Coldfield
West Midlands B75 7AL

The First Tuesday of every month: 8pm to 10.30pm
(Doors open 7.30pm)
All Welcome- Guitarists, Guitar singers, and Listeners.
Pay at the Door (No Club Membership Fee) £3.00 entrance fee
Live Music, Bar, Parking, & Socialising
We look forward to seeing you to be entertained
for a great night out.

For more details, please see our Facebook Page as listed below:
https://www.facebook.com/The-Sutton-Coldfield-Acoustic-
Guitar-Club-109012558287876/

Or Contact: Sandra on 07932-395158


about:blank
about:blank
about:blank

https://scu3a.org.uk/
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www.Trinity-photography-group.com

www.facebook.com/groups/TrinityPhotographicGroup/ www.suttonphoto.club
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BIRMINGHAM COMPUTERS &
COMPONENTS

Professional supply and support for
Business and Home in the Birmingham
area.

Check our web site for details of our
services and products. We supply
Desktops, Laptops — both new & high
quality refurbished - Gaming
Computers, Accessories, Web Design.

0121 270 6180

www.birminghamcomputershop.co.uk

We look forward to being of service to you

www.suttoncoldfieldcreativestitchers.co.uk
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STREETLY FLOWER ARRANGERS’ CLUB

We meet monthly 2nd Tues 2-15 pm All Saints

Church Hall, Foley Rd, Streetly B74 3EX.

Next meeting- Tuesday 10th December - a workshop

Christmas Table Design with Barbara Collins. Come

along and join us - further details, Chris Reeves,

0121 354 6264 or our Facebook page.

We will be taking part in Streetly Christmas Tree
Festival - All
Saints Church,
Friday 29th
November.
Sunday 1st
December - a
wonderful event -
look out for our
Christmas Tree.
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The Sutton Coldfield Fuchsia Society & Gardening Guild.

The October meeting was delightful. We welcomed Faith from local family company,
Brummie Honey who came along and gave us a very informative and entertaining talk
on bee keeping. | think most of us already realise that us women lead the way in the
world, but even more so in the bee world! She also bought along a table full of their
delicious products, so most members went home with a jar or two of honey!
Each month we have a competition for the members, and for October if was 'a flower
arrangement in a pumpkin'. The members vote on their favourite, and the figures are
collected for the full year. At the Christmas meeting, the person with the most wins
throughout the year will win a garden centre voucher, with other goodies for the
runners up. The idea is to get members comfortable in placing something on the bench
for other people to judge, and just like our show in August, these things are so much
more fun when you get involved. At next month’s meeting the competition is 'a bonfire
wreath', so who knows what we will see. If never ceases to amaze me at the talent and
imagination shown by members. The November meeting is our A.G.M. This is always a
much more enjoyable than it sounds. The official business only takes about half an
hour, then we have some presentations from the show. The rest of the evening is spent
sharing a lovely buffet and having a good old chat. The group is very friendly, and you
would be made very welcome, so please come along and join us. We meet the second
Thursday of each month at Banners Gate Community Church, Westwood Road. The
doors open at
7.30p.m. for
an 8.00 p.m.
start, and we
finish at
9.45p.m. If
you would
like any more
information,
please give
our secretary
Gail a call on
07307857440
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CALLING ALL QUILTERS! OR ARE YOU INTERESTED IN LEARNING ABOUT QUILTING?
WANT TO IMPROVE YOUR SKILLS AND TECHNIQUES?
WHY NOT COME TO OUR GROUP?

Sutton Coldfield Trinity Quilters was founded in 1996, our aims are to further the skill and art of
patchwork and quilting. We meet at Holy Trinity Parish Church, Mill Street twice per month: the
second Tuesday evening from 7.30-9.30 pm and the fourth Wednesday afternoon from 2.30-
4.30 pm. Our programme runs from September to July each year.

ABOUT OUR MEETINGS: Our meetings are varied: we invite quilters to come along to give
talks, demonstrations and workshops in their particular specialism, as well as sit and sew
meetings, social evenings, demonstrations. We also have regular workshops and Show and Tell
evening. We have two trips a year, one to the Malvern Quilt Show in May and another to a
quilting outlet for retail therapy (different each year).

Our new programme commenced on 12 September 2023 and we have a good mix of speakers,
workshops, sit and sew sessions.

WHO CAN JOIN? Anyone who is interested in patchwork and quilting - you don't need to be an
expert! We positively welcome beginners to the craft and members are more than willing to
share their knowledge. In addition, one of our members is a qualified P&Q teacher and runs
workshops and classes in and around Sutton Coldfield.

WHAT KIND OF THINGS DO YOU MAKE? Quilts aren't just things you put on beds: we make
bags, cushions, even clothing! Quilts can be "traditional" or modern, contemporary, illusions,
memory quilts, pictures, miniatures, etc. If you are a complete beginner, start by making a bag
or small cushion or cot quilt. Many members also make quilts for Linus UK, a charity which gives
quilts to children and young people in hospital, hospice or in need. Whilst we do not "make"
things at meetings, we have demonstrations and workshops and some sit and sew sessions.
We have a collection of "how to" notes and patterns for beginners to help start their quilting
journey.

HOW MUCH WILL IT COST? Members pay an annual subscription of £20, due in September
(or £10 from January), plus £4 for each meeting attended. Visitors are welcome and pay £5 per
meeting attended.

BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP: Firstly, you'll benefit from the skills and expertise of fellow
quilters as well as a reduced attendance fee. We have an extensive library for the use of
members, for a small borrowing fee.

WANT TO KNOW MORE? You can contact
me, Carol Morden, Chair on 0121 352 1485/
cmorden42@gmail.com, I'm always pleased to
talk to people who are interested in the art of
patchwork and quilting. You can also find out
about us on Facebook - Sutton Coldfield Trinity
Quilters.

WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU
SOON!
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Email: s.summerfield@ageconcernbirmingham.org.uk
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Hope Food North Birmingham

are currently looking for a new

base in/around Sutton

Coldfield. We need it to store
food and prepare food bags. We would need
access in the day and evening Monday to
Friday. We run 3 food banks weekly in
Erdington, Falcon Lodge and Mere Green. If
anyone has any premises with vehicle access
that they would think would suit us, please get
in touch. Thank you.

T: 07869 822502 E: info@hopefood.org.uk

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO SUPPORT OUR
WORK, PLEASE MAKE A DONATION USING
THIS LINK.

https://link.justgiving.com/v1/charity/donate/
charityld/3143929?
tipScheme=TipJar2.1&reference=givingcheckout_tj
21

Hope Food — North Birmingham. A charitable incorporated
organisation registered in England. Charity registration
number 1195019.

Registered office 407 Jockey Road, Sutton Coldfield B73 5XH
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Age concern no longer have their:

Our Trusted Tradesperson Scheme has
the right trade, whatever you job. From
builders to plumbers and electricians all of
our tradespeople are vetted, DBS checked
and working to current guidelines.

But you could try the NO ROGUE TRADERS
HERE scheme run by many councils,
including Birmingham.

No Rogue Traders Here works in partnership
with Trading Standards to keep a list of
traders across the West Midlands who have
been interviewed and quality checked.

Click here for the link that takes you through
the Birmingham City Council website for
additional confirmation.

Contact number above if interested.

Are You A Carer? Do you need support and advice?

Do you provide unpaid care to a friend, neighbour, or family member who couldn’t
manage alone?

Age Concern Birmingham run the Carer’s Contact Centre as part of the Birmingham

Carers Hub partnership. Our advisors are available to help carers with help, advice

and information, we register carers and also offer a Statutory Carer’s Assessment,

wellbeing payments if eligible and information on a wide range of wellbeing
services. We also provide advice on welfare benefits and can link carers to information about grants,
legal advice on wills and power of attorney and other one to one support.

If you need advice in your caring role, please call us on:
Information and Advice Line — 0333 006 9711 (low call rate)
Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri: 9am-5.15pm / Wed: 9am-7.15pm
Saturday: 10am — 12.30pm

Email us at info@birminghamcarershub.org.uk

Visit our website at https://forwardcarers.org.uk/
Birmingham Carers Hub Specialist Dementia Service

The Birmingham Carers Hub team have all received enhanced dementia training and we have launched
a new service offering support to carers of people with dementia. We have also appointed a small team
of Specialist Dementia Carer Advisors.

We offer a Dementia Specialist person-centred service, supporting Carers who provide care to someone
with dementia. Our advisors understand the challenges of caring for people with dementia and are here
to guide and support you throughout your caring journey. We are part of a wider partnership of
organisations providing other support to dementia carers such as training and groups, find out more on
the Forward Carers website: https://forwardcarers.org.uk/

For information, help and advice, call 0333 006 9711 and ask to speak to one of our Specialist Dementia
Carer Advisors, or email: dementiacarers@birminghamcarershub.org.uk
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Discourage lawless individuals from breaking into your
property with the modern security systems we provide for
properties throughout Birmingham. Based in Great Barr,
we are a small family-run business committed to
providing state-of-the-art security systems which
effectively protect your property from harm. Primarily
serving domestic and commercial customers, we design,
supply, install, commission, and service all security
systems in full accordance and compliance with the latest
British and European standards. From supplying high-
tech CCTV systems and Burglar Alarms to installing fob
Access Control systems and Fire Alarms, we are the first
choice when you want to increase your property’s
security. To arrange a free, no-obligation consultation for
any of the security systems we supply, please get in
touch.
Phone no. 0121 386 2639
Email: info@cw-sec.co.uk Website: www.cw-sec.co.uk

www.healthystart.nhs.uk
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Contact Michelle on 07933 986 869
Monday - Friday 10am to 5pm
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www.teachitright.com

luchubbard@hotmail.com
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*Established in the area for over 22 years*

*Multi-style martial arts club welcome students of all ages and abilities*
*Enthusiastic and experienced instructors*
*Four chances to grade a year for lower grades*
*Local and national kickboxing and jujitsu competitions open to all students*

Contact Gary on 07921 132 860

or email: chong.fouroaks@gmail.com

Monday & Wednesday M\ﬁﬂﬂays & Wedlﬁc@gs&aéys Thursday
C Schqol G . . Gige, Sch Il Saintsy
BIUSEEACEE. Acad&My BirminghShy'Strdet, walisir s 2Rip
WS1 2ND Comknycr]ty C%mBO gDar;ché%o at the Kids: 6.00pm—7.00pm
Kids: 6.00pm—7.00pm AdultsI & ?unior's: pm o ! ") Adults: 7.00pm—8.30pm

Adults,7.00phrss 830
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WDC Service Solutions Ltd

Complete Door Security and Access Solutions
WDC can repair the following products: UPVC WINDOWS,
HANDLES, HINGES, LOCKS, ROLLERS FOR PATIO DOORS,
SECURITY, UPGRADES, REPAIRS TO UPVC DOORS, TIMBER
DOOR REPAIRS, REPLACEMENT DOORS, GARAGE DOOR
REPAIRS, REPAIR OR REPLACE, FAULTY CABLES, HANDLES
AND LOCKS, REMOTE CONTROLS, REPLACEMENT FOBS,
NEW GARAGE DOOR SYSTEMS, FREE QUOTATIONS.
www.wdcservicesolutions.com service@wdcservicesolutions.com
sales@wdcservicesolutions.com T: 0121 285 3222
Unit 16 C, Maybrook Business Park, Maybrook Road,
Minworth. B76 1AL

Banners Gate Community
Hall Coffee Mornings.
The next is on 16th December
and will be from 9.30 a.m. to
noon - note new times.

New Horizons Counselling Services.
The Community Hall, Reay Nadin Drive, Sutton Coldfield.
If you would like to know about our service ring the number above
Or visit our web site www.newhorizonscounselling.org.

The Banners Gate Community Hall is Public Speaking for Absolute

available at various times during the week, Beginners
including weekends. by Sally Jenkins
The hall is approx. 38’ x 21’ Tips on constructing and presenting
~ (11.6m x 6.4m) all types of speeches.
The kitchen is approx. 11’ x 7’ Available on Amazon or direct from
(3.4m x 2.2m) o, the author:
The Jarrett '('2%";( |§.§£1|;rox. 13'x8 sallysjenkins@btinternet.com 0121
The ladies has 2 cubicles and a nappy
changing table. There is a gents/disabled
toilet.
The building is step-free.
For further booking information go to:
www.bannersgatecommunityassociation.org 0777 333 9214

HATHA YOGA

Banners Gate

Community Hall,

Thursdays 10.00 -11.00 a.m.
Beginners class £5.50 per session
Please call Tricia on 07954 403943.
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Create the best party possible for your little ones

Birthdays, Weddings, Christenings, Fetes, School Workshops, Plays and much more
We can cater for anything including: Full Party Entertainment, Mascots, Soft Play, Bouncy Castles, Face
Painting,

and Pamper Parties Facebook: Lucky Buntys Twitter: @LuckyBuntys

www.rhythmcircle.co.uk

SWIMMING LESSONS
for ages 4 and upwards:
Wednesday & Friday Evenings
Local Pools ~ All Abilities
Badge Work ~ Qualified Instructors
0121 353 6616
www.swimminglessonsinsuttoncoldfield.co.uk

0 - 13 months
Baby Development Class

Wednesdays 9.30, 11.00 and 12.30

Music, singing, exercise, massage, signing, light
shows, bubbles, bells, tickly feathers and
many morell  For more details:

Call Tracy Jones on 07753 82 56 22
Email: suttoncoldfield@babysensory.co.uk

Plastering internal & external
specialist

Includes: Dry lining - Plaster
boarding - Artex re-skimming -
Replacement walls & ceilings -

Painting / Decorating - Carpentry HOME TUITION
Lee Nugent -,

36 Banners Gate Road . Key _Stage Tvyo SATs tumqn:

Sutton Coldfield B73 6RX English comprehension, spelling, punctuation, and grammar.
Office: 0121 354 5446 Spanish and French: leisure courses and

Mobile: 07934 15 19 20 exam preparation to GCSE and A-level.

Lee.nugent1@virginmedia.com
Tracy: 0780 329 3351
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WWW.BERTANDGERTS.CO.UK

Lovelight crystals and healing gemstone
jewellery available at Bert and Gerts!

Calebs Rainbows is the dream of
Rosemary Ferrell a great grandmother
with a passion for making beautiful dolls
with a story. “Every doll is different”.
Rosemary loves all things creative, be it
sewing, knitting, drawing, or baking and
she has, having been to college,
decided to turn her hobby into a
business as there is a demand for her
products.
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St Columba’s Church Hall
Hall letting for St Columba’s Church.

Weekday lettings are available for the large Church Hall which includes a
well equipped kitchen.

Entrance to the hall is step free and is suitable for wheel chair access
throughout the premises.

Male, Female and disabled toilet facilities
All enquiries to Alison via email please.

st.columbahall@yahoo.com

Banners Gate Community Church - Events

Monday, Thursday, Friday - Baby Phonics
Contact email: Jenna@robotreg.co.uk for times and availability

Tuesday and Wednesday - Baby Sensory

Contact Tracy at email: suttoncoldfield@babysensory.co.uk for times and
availability

Please visit our website at

https://www.bannersgatechurch.com/

The Scout Hut - Coppice View Road - Sutton Coldfield - B73 6UE.
Tai Chi Class
Every Tuesday morning at 11.45 to 12.45.
The cost is £5 per person. Everyone is welcome and all abilities
are catered for in a relaxing and enjoyable environment.
If anyone needs further details, please contact me on

01543 480151
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welcome what’s on hire our hall view our hall committee contact links

Bookings

As a community hall we are trying to create activities for the benefit of the
community so if you have any ideas in that direction, please get in touch and
share those ideas with us—no obligation.

If you need any information please message on 07964 213 229

Banners Gate Community Hall - Coffee Mornings, third Tuesday of the month

The next is on 16th December - at 9.30 to noon, please note new times.
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DAY/TIME ACTIVITY VENUE CONTACT TEL. Useful telephone
Sun (1st) 10.30 230 pm  Create at Gate with K& S Community Hall  Kathy Weston 628 6051 numbers
.00 am Family Communion t. Columba's 54 587 i i
10.30 am (fortnightly) Sunday Gathering Banners Gate CC  Nigel Willis 353 0230 Sutton and Kingstanding
11.00 am Chikara Karate Kai Scout Hall Paul Murphy 07837 39 57 89 Police: 101
7.30—8.30pm Soul Yoga -1st Sunda Community Hall Cath Husse
’ ¢ / Y / Good Hope: 424 2000
For details see website at www.stcolumbasbannersgate.co.uk OUtpatlentS: 424 2lOOO
www.bannersgatechurch.com NHS Health help“ne:
Mon 6.00—7.00 Self |Defence & Fitness Community Hall Adam Claxton 07376 27 90 15 Ca,l! M1its 2_4/7
11amto12.00pm Sign Language Classes Community Hall Shakila Kosar 07825 255042 Citizens Advice
1.00—2.00 Sign Language Classes Community Hall Shakila Kosar 07825 255042
5.45—6.45 Sign Language Classes Community Hall ~ Shakila Kosar ~ 07825 255042 03444 111 444
7.30 —9.00 pm Line Dancing Community Hall Diane Pursall 747 4659 BANNERS GATE
COUNSELLING CENTRE
Tues 9.15- 1.15pm. Born to Spa, Baby Spa Community Hall ~ Anna Madge 07833 457074 .
3rd Tues 9.15 - 12.00pm  Coffee Morning 3rd Tuesdays  Community Hall ~ Dave Cockbill Accessible and Affordable
11.45am 8-0102.4gp0n6 [_al CSI ) gcout Hut il Beil Rgnkin(ﬁ 07721 6‘71 0?161 39 Counselling to Adults in the
.00 -9. Ine bancing . ommunity Ha iane Pursa 747 465 i
7.45pm Chikara Karate Kai St Columba's ~ Paul Murphy 07837 39 57 89 Com’g‘;”&ﬁhggﬁsuﬁgggsoom
198 Boldmere Road
Wed 9.30, 11.00 &12 Baby Sensory Banners Gate CC Tracy Jones 0775 82 56 22 Sutton Coldfield
10.30 - 12.30 Guide Dog Training Community Hall Madge Nightingale 360 0286
6.30 — 7.30 Pregnancy Yoga Tel : 0121 354 6544
7.00 pm  SlimmingWorld St Columba’s Karen 07759 17 02 89 For information or an
appointment please ring after
Thurs  10.00—11.00 am Yoga Community Hall ~ Tricia 07954 403943 10 a.m. daily, except
12 - 2.00 Home Education W Mids  Community Hall ~ Pauls & Kelly ~ 07891 8263 80 Wednesday
6.30 —9.45 pm Zig Zag Dance Studio St. Columba's Warren 01902 897 900
(3rd of each month) 7.00 pm Townswomen's Guild Banners Gate CC Sue Nation 3534114
Banners Gate
Fri 9.30 - 11.15 The Creation Station Community Hall Avne Wilson 07793 54 2648 Community ha"
5.00-6.30 Repertoire Dance Studio Community Hall Chloe Lloyd 07729 477946 .
7.00 - 8.00 pm SignLanguage Classes Community Hall ~ Shakila Kosar ~ 07825 25 50 42 Coffee Mornings
5.00 - 6.30 Amalia’s Dance Academy Community Hall ~ Amalia 07535 604044 The next is on

16th December,
starting at 9.30a.m.
until noon, please

note new times.

1st Saturday Yoga and Pilates Community Hall

BOOKING SECRETARIES:
Community Hall mobile: 075 65 54 68 21
Banners Gate CC - Nigel Willis 07711 284562
St. Columba's - Alison Jolley st.columbahall@yahoo.com
Scout Hall - A&RTalliss 353 8166

UNIFORMED ORGANISATIONS:
Scouts: Margaret Drummond, 33rd GSL
353 5203 Girlguiding: Carol Gardner,
Vesey West District Commissioner 350 7191
St Columba’s

Church
Coffee Morning

Banners Gate Community Church
Westwood Road. B73 6UH
We currently meet fortnightly on Sunday
mornings from 10.30am for fellowship,
worship, prayer and learning together in an
informal setting, with other gatherings
throughout the week.
To find out more visit our website at

www.bannersgatechurch.com.

The Townswomen's Guild

Thurs. 5th December - Christmas Party

Thurs. 16th January Bingo, Fish & Chips Every Friday of

the month
10.00 - Noon

All Welcome

Our vibrant Guild meets on the 3rd
Thursday of the month, 7.00 - 10.00 in
the Westwood Hall,

Banners Gate Community Church.
Contact Sue Nation on 353 4114

33" Sutton Coldfield Scout Group,
H.Q. Coppice View Road

Monday Beavers 5.30 p.m. — 6.45 p.m. ages 6 — 8 years

Scouts  7.00 p.m. — 9.00 p.m. ages 10 2 — 14 years
Tuesday Beavers 5.40 p.m.— 6.40 p.m. ages 6 — 8 years

Cubs 7.00 p.m. — 8.30 p.m. ages 8§ — 10 ' years
Thursday Cubs 7.00 p.m. — 8.30 p.m. ages 8§ — 10 '% years

Contact 0121 353 5203
Email: margaretdrummond1@btinternet.com

The 18™ Sutton Coldfield West
Scout Group and the 15"
Sutton Coldfield West Scout
Group have merged and are
now named the 33"
Headquarters are at the Scout
Hut, Coppice View Road.

B73 6UE.

Girlguiding gives girls and young women a voice.....has done so for 100 years.....be part of the next 100
Could you spare 1% hours a week to help with the St Columba's Guide unit? Gain real satisfaction in volunteering and helping to ensure
girls in Banners Gate aged 10 — 14 can continue to enjoy games, projects, badges and outings at Guides.
There are also places available in both Brownie units in September for girls aged 7 or 8.
For more information contact Carol Gardner on 350 7191.

Day/Time Activity Venue Contact Tel
Mon 6.00 - 7.30pm  39th Brownies St Columba's Hall 354 5873
Tues 6.00 - 7.30pm 45th Brownies St Columba's Hall Carol Gardner 350 7191
Thurs 5.00 - 6.00pm 39th Rainbows St Columba's Hall 354 5873
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