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Here’s the last of memories of the 50s from Mike.

If you have any photos from the 50s, don’t be shy, please send them in.
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Thank you Mike.

That’s the 50s finished with, unless, of course, you have
something similar you would like to send us?
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Answers must have double letters, e.g., 7. National Flower of Wales - Daffodil

Continued on next page...
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tlook.com
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bootiquefitness66@gmail.com

funfitnesswithaggy@gmail.com


mailto:funfitnesswithaggy@gmail.com
mailto:bootiquefitness66@gmail.com
mailto:classeswithgem@outlook.com
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www.scurc.org.uk

13


http://www.scurc.org.uk

Useful Birmingham City Council phone numbers

Council service
Adults social care

Adults Out of Hours Home Care Service
Anti social behaviour

Benefits (includes Housing Benefit/Council Tax Support)

Cemeteries (out of hours emergencies only)
Child protection - concerned about a child?
Council tax

Domestic violence

Emergency duty team

Environmental health

Highways/Flooding/Transportation (out of hours only)

Homelessness
Housing repairs

Parks emergencies
Planning

Pollution of brooks and streams or report an environmental
incident
Register office

Rubbish (Waste and Recycling)
School admissions and pupil placements
Switchboard

Transportation emergencies

Contact number
0121 303 1234

0121 464 5001
0121303 1111

0121 464 8728
0121 303 1888
0121303 1113
0121 303 0368 or 0121 303 0369
0121 675 4806
0121 303 6007
0121 303 4149

0121 303 7410
0121216 3330

0121 464 8728
0121303 1115

0800 807060

0121 675 1000
0121303 1112
0121 303 1888
0121 303 9944
0121303 4149

SignVideo BSL interpreting service for deaf people

Read about how you can use SignVideo BSL interpreting service for deaf people to
contact Birmingham City Council.

Contact Birmingham City Council using SignVideo BSL interpreting service for deaf
people

Next Generation Text

If you have a speech impairment, are deaf or hard of hearing you can contact
Birmingham City Council by Next Generation Text (also known as Text
Relay and TypeTalk).

Dial 18001 before the full national phone number.
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https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/signvideo
https://birminghamcc.signvideo.net/
https://birminghamcc.signvideo.net/
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/contactadultsocialcare
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/asb
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/benefitsnewclaims
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/cemeteries
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/concerned
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/counciltax
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/domesticviolence
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/contactadultsocialcare
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/environment
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/homeless
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/housingrepairs
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/parks
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/planning
https://www.gov.uk/report-an-environmental-incident
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/registeroffice
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/waste
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/schooladmissions
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/transport

Admiral Nurse Service Useful Contacts for Carers/Dementia: Birmingham

Age Concern 0121 362 3650

Information, advice, support, day care, community hubs & cafes https://
ageconcernbirmingham.org.uk/ info@ageconcernbirmingham.org.uk
Age UK 0121 437 0033

Information, advice, support, memory café, Carers Hub, local and national guides www.ageuk.org.uk/
birmingham/ contactus@ageukbirmingham.org.uk

Admiral Nurse Service 0121 301 5830
Information advice & support in caring or supporting a person with dementia, groups, talks https://
www.bsmhft.nhs.uk/our-services/services-a-to-z/  bsmhft.admiralnursingservice@nhs.net

Alzheimer’s Society/Dementia Connect 0333 150 3456
Information, advice, literature on all aspects of caring, Cafes, Carer Support, Singing for the Brain
www.alzheimers.org.uk dementiasupport@alzheimers.org.uk

[BSMHFT Customer Relations/PALS 0800 953 0045 Text: 07985 883509
Advice, support, information on NHS and social services, put you in touch with other sources of
help https://www.bsmhft.nhs.uk/service-users-and-carers/customer-relations/pals/

bsmhft.customerrelations@nhs.net

Birmingham Healthy Minds 0121 301 2525
Free psychological therapies service for people who are feeling anxious, low in mood or depressed http://
www.bsmhft.nhs.uk/our-services/birmingham-healthy-minds/ bsmhft.bhm@nhs.net

Citizen’s Advice Bureau (Birmingham) 08082787990 (local) or 0800 144 8848 Free, independent, confi-

dential & impartial advice on rights, responsibilities, benefits https://www.bcabs.org.uk/ enquir-
ies@bcabs.cabnet.org.uk
Birmingham Carers HUB (ran by Forward Carers) 0333 006 9711
Support, info, advice, financial/welfare benefit advice, carers assessments, groups, befriending
https://birminghamcarershub.org.uk/about-us/ info@birminghamcarershub.org.uk
Birmingham Irish Association 0121 604 6111
www.birminghamirish.org.uk/ http://www.birminghamirish.org.uk/contact-us
CERS (Carer Emergency Response Service) 0121

442 2960 Free emergency back up service to provide sup-
port to carers
https://birminghamcarershub.org.uk/carer-support/back-up-emergency-care/ info@cers.org.uk

Mental Health: Urgent Help 0121 262 3555 or 0800 915 9292
24 hour 7 days a week advise, information & support whether you have used services before or
not https://www.bsmhft.nhs.uk/service-users-and-carers/how-to-get-urgent-mental-health-help/

Samaritans (also have local branch) 116 123 (free to call)
Offer safe place for you to talk any time you like, in your own way about whatever’s getting to you http://
Www.samaritans.org/ jo@samaritans.org

Social Care and Health 0121 303 1234
Social care, community services, day care, respite, long term care, occupational therapy, safeguarding
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/health-social-care acap@birmingham.gov.uk

Social care, education, family services, info, advice: www.mycareinbirmingham.co.uk

The Waiting Room https://the-waitingroom.org/
contact/ Information about health and social care  https://the-waitingroom.org/
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Admiral Nurse Service Useful Contacts for Carers/Dementia: Birmingham

National and other Organisations

Alzheimer’s Research Trust 0300 111
5555 Research into dementia, information about dementia

http://www.alzheimersresearchuk.org  enquiries@alzheimersresearchuk.org

Dementia Explained
Info for children about dementia https://kids.alzheimersresearchuk.org/

CQC: (Care Quality Commission) 03000616161
Inspection reports, search for care& care homes, concerns about care services/providers http://
www.cgc.org.uk/ enquiries@cqc.org.uk

Carers UK
Help, advise and support for Carers https://www.carersuk.org/

Dementia UK (Admiral Nurses) 0800 888 6678 Admiral Nurse Helpline Open Mon —Fri 9 am — 9pm, Sat
& Sun 9 am —5 pm, Bank holidays 9 am — 5 pm except 25 Dec Support for families facing dementia, infor-
mation about dementia, caring, information guides https://www.dementiauk.org/ help-

line@dementiauk.org

Dementia Carers Count/Virtual Carers Centre https://
dementiacarers.org.uk/ Free online Resources/Courses https://

dementiacarers.org.uk/vcc/

Safe and Well Visit (West Midlands Fire Service) 0800 389 5525
Free home fire/safety check, tips, advise on reducing risks carried out by operational fire fighters https://
www.wmfs.net/our-services/safe-and-well/  homesafety.centre@wmfs.net

Independent Age 0800319 6789 (free helpline) Advise, support, information guides around variety of
topics for over older people https://www.independentage.org/ advice@independentage.org

MIND (Birmingham) 0121 262 3555
Mental Health information/advise, support Mental Health & Wellbeing
Hubs
https://birminghammind.org/ help@birminghammind.org
[NHS 111 service 111 (free from landlines and mobiles) Helps

people get the right advice and treatment when they urgently need it https://www.england.nhs.uk/
ourwork/pe/nhs-111/

Healthcare at Home 0808 239
0591 Eye and Hearing Tests at Home
https://www.outsideclinic.co.uk/ info@outsideclinic.com

Please note other local & high street retailers may also provide these services so please check
this and any cost first

The Silverline (Run by Age UK) 0800 4 70 80 90 (24 hours a day) Confidential helpline,
groups, resources, friendship, conversation and support to those over 55 https://
www.thesilverline.org.uk/ info@thesilverline.org.uk

Turn2us - benefits calculator, charitable grants & support https://www.turn2us.org.uk
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The following advertisements may benefit
you, or people you know.

Grace Cares

We collect, donate and sell\peedmyedisaie spuiarpribicephancpRenrles rvelibkaidifgusitppert care workers and older
people in need with grants lfadamerhranitpgroupsiaiitl eavelaibette wisiagrettfon fubmreyémerations.

and leave a better planet for future generations.
One of the ways we support our local community of Lichfield is by holding monthly tea parties for the over 75’s which

provide vital, life-enhancing social connections for older people at a time in their lives when their social circles are
diminishing. One of the ways we support our local community of Lichfield is by holding monthly tea
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https://grace-cares.com/shop/
https://grace-cares.com/grants/
https://grace-cares.com/donate/
https://grace-cares.com/

Enlarging will make the white text much easier to read.

amy.millichope@birmingham.gov.uk
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Recently the Friends of Wylde Green Railway Station hosted a networking
social with Birmingham Open Spaces Forum (BOSF) for BOSF Member
Groups to come over and see the great work that all the volunteers have been
doing at the Station.

BOSEF is a local charity that brings together all the community groups in
Birmingham with an interest in green
open spaces. It has a network of over
140 volunteer groups across the whole
city and the monthly social events bring
like-minded volunteers together to share
their experiences and assistance.

https://bosf.org.uk/

https://www.facebook.com/
BOSFonline/?locale=en_GB

Everyone met up at the Boulevard
Allotments, where the Friends of Wylde
Green Station had put on tea, coffee
and cake. The BOSF Coffee Mornings
are wonderful opportunities for the
volunteers across Birmingham to get
together and share their experiences,
giving inspiration to all.

Everyone found the tour of Wylde Green
Station very
interesting. A
big thank you
to Dawn and
Nikki for
organising the
tour.

BOSF’s next
networking
Coffee
Morning is
being hosted
by the Quinton
Meadows
group in June.
Full details
can be found
on their
website.
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Carers Hub :
“Caring for a family member or friend?

If you support someone in Birmingham who needs your help due to a disability,
serious illness, frailty or addiction, we’re here to help you. Whatever your
unpaid caring role, you’ve come to the right place. Age Concern Birmingham
are part of a partnership of local not-for-profits who have come together as
Birmingham Carers Hub to provide a wide range of free support to help you in
your caring role.

What do we do?

Birmingham Carers Hub delivers support and services for unpaid Carers in
Birmingham. If the individual receiving care resides outside of Birmingham, we
will provide links to the appropriate local government.

You can get help even if you only provide a few hours of care every week, and

you do not have to be receiving carer benefits.
Continued on next page...
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...continued from last page

We provide guidance and assistance to unpaid carers who are
registered with Birmingham Carers Hub and we follow them on their
caring journey continuously offering help and support. Birmingham
Carers Hub can offer support with:

« * Statutory Carers Assessments — available if you care for
someone 18 years old or over and the cared for live and pay
council tax or receive council tax benefit from Birmingham City
Council.

* Follow up reviews 4-6 monthly

.+ Signposting and referrals to other services to support your
caring role.

. e+ Attending carer support groups which offer a wide range of
different stimulating activities or therapy to suit everyone’s needs.
This includes walking groups, pottery groups, coffee mornings
and more.

Visit us at www.birminghamcarershub.org.uk to look at the
comprehensive services and support on offer for unpaid carers in
Birmingham from us and our partner organisations.

Registering with us as a carer or referring a carer is quick and simple.
Additionally the website has:

« * Cost of Living support which will give you an indication of any
entitlement which you can then apply for via DWP

« * The is also an online daily chat/activity that is available to carers
across the city, where you can join to suit yourself called Kissing it
Better https.//kissingitbetter.co.uk/

. e+ Information on the Social Enterprise Bridgit Care that provides
access to online support for anyone who assists a friend,
neighbour or relative https://bridgit.care/ The Birmingham Carers
Hub partnership is managed by Forward Carers CIC and funded
by Birmingham City Council, and Birmingham and Solihull
Integrated Care Board who are integrated with the Birmingham
Children’s Trust.

Please contact the team on 03330 069711 or
Email: info@birminghamcarershub.org.uk”
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Dementia Carers Hub:

“Age Concern Birmingham’s qualified Dementia Advisors, provide specialist one to-one support, Wellbeing support,
Carer’s Assessments, referral to groups & workshops including information & advice.

You will also receive a FREE Carers card from the point of registration and throughout your caring journey.
You will benefit from:
* An allocated advisor

e Assistance with obtaining Power of Attorney and will advise on Advocacy services including support with Social Ser-
vices, GP’s, Memory Assessment Teams, District Nurses, Occupational Health Therapy etc

e Support with respite care, care homes and care agencies
® Ongoing health and wellbeing checks * Support and information to access dementia clinics
e Referrals to the Bereavement Service

e Specialist advice and information on explaining dementia, behaviour, infection control, eating and drinking and end of

life care
e Statutory and Enhanced Carer’s Assessment, to help establish what support is required

For information, help and advice, call 0333 006 9711 and ask to speak to one of our Specialist Dementia Carer Advisors,

or email: dementiacarers@ birminghamcarershub.org.uk”
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Hi all,
Another picture from our recent visit to the Severn Valley Railways Steam
Gala. Here is 4-6-0 3 cylinder 5XP Jubilee 4-6-0 45596 “Bahamas” looking
magnificent in its British Railways green as it drops into Highley with the
14.15 Bridgnorth to Kidderminster train. In tow is a fine rake of blood and
custard coaches to take you back to the 1950s.

| can well remember these engines usually from Bristol Barrow Road or
Leeds Holbeck getting into their stride as they began to accelerate their
trains away from Birmingham heading north through Bromford Bridge station
before the coming of the Cromptons. By Water Orton they would be well into
their stride.

Along side further back on the next road is one of the other Cromptons from
the Southern region, probably one of the best new build of the early classes
of Diesels that would come into service. This was another class of engine
you would see at Bromford Bridge every day on the Fawley oil trains.

20th September 2024.

Regards Ledg.

alanledger.co.uk
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https://steamrailwayphotos.com/

Hi all,

British Railways Standard 5SMT 73125 fitted with Caprotti valve gear at
Patricroft Manchester the depot only weeks away from closure. Their huge
coal hopper looms large in the background. Beyond that one of the first
railways in the country the Liverpool to Manchester line famous for the
Rocket which ran along here during the trials of 1825 at Rainbhill.

For those that knew him John Bloor walks across from the cab of 73125
after moving the engine out of the shed for us to take a photograph of the
only engine in steam here that day. For a short period Johns dad Basil
was my driver at Saltley in the special link. | believe he had transferred
from Stoke on Trent some years previous.

2nd March 1968.

Regards

Ledg.
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Opposite CEX on the corner.

On the corner opposite CEX in The Parade
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These crafty ladies meet in Caffé Botanico every Wednesday 12-1.30pm. We're a
friendly group, always looking for new members. Bring your knitting, crochet, or
anything else you're working on, or just bring yourselves - free instructions given.
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Here is a new class starting at St. Columba's Church. For details please call 07940547492 or go to
www.loveforbabies.co.uk or email becky@loveforbabies.co.uk
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See next page
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alzheimers.org.uk/get-support
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alzheimers.org.uk/get-support
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https://www.alzheimers.org.uk/get-support

HANDBOOK:

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100086596932293
https://birmingham.connecttosupport.org/
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https://www.calameo.com/read/00067546760ea7e9396a0
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nns@ageconcernbirmingham.org.uk

nns@ageconcernbirmingham.org.uk
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Luke.mann@birminghamcarershub.org.uk
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https://forwardl.grantplatform.com/
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https://forward1.grantplatform.com/
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https://suttoncoldfieldnns.blogspot.com/2024/12/equality-inclusion-and-diversity.html
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https://suttoncoldfieldnns.blogspot.com/

nns@ageconcernbirmingham.org.uk
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https://suttoncoldfieldnns.blogspot.com/

nns@ageconcernbirmingham.org.uk
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https://highburytheatre.co.uk/
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https://highburytheatre.co.uk/
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https://highburytheatre.co.uk/
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What’s On: suttoncoldfieldtownhall.com/events/
enquiries@suttoncoldfieldtownhall.com


mailto:enquiries@suttoncoldfieldtownhall.com
https://suttoncoldfieldtownhall.com/events/

DO YOU KNOW THAT FOR EACH PRODUCTION WE DO IT TAKES A MINIMUM OF
15 VOLUNTEERS PER NIGHT... AND THAT DOESN'T INCLUDE THE ACTORS!

Acting, Directing, Musical Theatre, Backstage, Stage Management, Props, Set Building, Maintenance, Bar, Box Office, Coffee/Programme Selling, Sweets, Costume &
Dressmaking, Front of House, Fundraising, Publicity, Lighting, Sound

IF YOU ARE A MEMBER AND ARE INTERSTED IN HELPING US WITH ANY OF THE ABOVE PLEASE LET US KNOW.
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Popular  Musicals Plays Concerts  Comedy
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https://seatplan.com/birmingham/
https://seatplan.com/birmingham/whats-on/musicals/
https://seatplan.com/birmingham/whats-on/plays/
https://seatplan.com/birmingham/whats-on/concerts/
https://seatplan.com/birmingham/whats-on/comedy/

WHAT'SON CINEMA SUPPORT US GETINVOLVED ABOUT US COVID-19 ACCESSIBILITY
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WHAT'SON CINEMA SUPPORT US GETINVOLVED ABOUT US COVID-19 ACCESSIBILITY
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Discover the world behind the curtain and learn about the amazing story of the
Hippodrome.

Our knowledgeable volunteers and Visitor Services Assistants will share
captivating stories from the theatre’s past as you peek behind the scenes and
explore the public and private areas of this fascinating building. You will also
get to meet one of our technicians who will explain just what it takes to get a
show onto our stage.

Please note that the tour does not include access to the Hippodrome stage
due to the different needs of each production. Each tour is fully accessible
apart from the auditorium boxes, which are accessed via stairs.

A unique opportunity to find out what it takes to be performance ready.
Hear how we stage our magnificent shows and what life is really like on
the road.

A series of special introductory talks with members of the Company, each
lasting approximately 30 minutes. Introduced by Assistant Répétiteur and
Principal Character Artist Jonathan Payn, speakers range from dancers
and musicians to members of the vital backstage technical teams.

These events are free to ticket holders and supporters, but you may still
need to book your place in advance when you buy your ticket to the show.

Have you ever wondered just how ballet dancers prepare for
each of their performances? Look no further than Class on Stage!
This is your chance to look behind the scenes and come and
watch the dancers of Birmingham Royal Ballet warm-up and
complete their final preparations ahead of one of their
performances.

This is a great introduction to Ballet and an opportunity to
understand about the amazing strength, skill and stamina of
BRB’s exceptional world-class dancers.

Tickets for The Jingleclaw are selling fast, with pre-Christmas availability now limited! For
best early availability.

In a cosy village nestled in the snowy mountains, the Shnootnoot Winter Festival is fast
approaching. Astrid is busy practising to play with her school band. Everyone wants her
to keep in time, but Astrid just wants to march to the beat of her own drum. Meanwhile,
deep in the Winterwood, The Jingleclaw awakes, a mischievous monster who can’t
STAND festive cheer and music.

Can Astrid find a way to keep the village safe? With original songs, festive magic (and a
little bit of naughtiness!), The Jingleclaw is the perfect first musical for ages 3+.

Tickets for Peter Pan are selling fast, with pre-Christmas availability now limited! For best early availability.
Following a triumphant season last year, and by popular demand, Birmingham’s own Alison

Hammond returns to Birmingham Hippodrome’s panto, this year leading the cast as The Magical
Mermaid!

Alison joins Hippodrome panto star and award-winning comic Matt Slack, who returns for an eleventh
season as Smee, star of stage and screen Danny Mac as Captain Hook, resident dame Andrew

Ryan and Billie-Kay who returns for a second year as Tink!

They will be joined by performers Rhiannon Chesterman as Wendy, and Noah Harrison in the title role
of Peter Pan.

With amazing special effects, stunning sets and beautiful costumes direct from The London Palladium,
Peter Pan will take your whole family on a magical trip to Neverland like never before!

Be part of the panto magic at Britain’s biggest regional panto! Hook your tickets today...

Spread your Wings!

Join us for our a fabulous Gala Evening at Matthew Bourne’s thrilling production of Swan Lake. Enjoy an evening of firstclass
hospitality and world-class entertainment at this genre-defining show..

Our Gala events are the perfect opportunity to entertain your valued clients, treat a team, netw orkwith other city professionals or simply to
enjoy with family and friends

Your sparkling evening includes: a top-price show ticket, drinks reception, a delicious three-course seated dinner in our specially
styled ballet studio and an exclusive post-show party.

Matthew Bourne's audacious, rule-breaking rei of 's masterpiece caused a sensation w hen it premiered almost 30
years ago. It has now becorme the most successful dance theatre production of all time.

The proceeds from the evening will support our wider work as an independent arts charity with young people , especially our dance talent
development projects know n as Curtain Raisers

Book the number of places to suit you at £195 per person and join a lively mix-in table. Tables for 10 guests at £1,950 are also available at
this unmissable evening.

Guests who book Premium places at the event - priced £290 per person — will be hosted by a member of the Hippodrome’s
leadership team or a Trustee and receive a show programme specially signed by members of the cast — thank you for your
enhanced donation!

One man’s spiritual journey is about to begin... after he’s posted one last TikTok.
When Yasser decides to take part in itikaf, sleeping and fasting in the mosque for
the last ten nights of Ramadan, he soon regrets his decision. But as he navigates
smug worshippers, shared bathrooms, and recurring thoughts of chunky chips,
Yasser’s isolation forces him to confront a side of himself he's been trying to
keep hidden.

Matthew Bourne’s audacious, r d il ion of il s i causeda when
it premiered almost 30 years ago. It has now become the mostsuccessful dance theatre production of all time,
creating new audiences and inspiring generations of young dancers. In celebration of that ongoing impact, Swan
Lake will take flight once more in amajor new revival for the next generation of dancers, and for audiences who
will experience it for the very firsttime.

Thrilling, bold, witty and emotive, this genre-defining event is still best known for replacing the female comps-de-
ballet with a menacing male ensemble, which shattered convention, turning tradition on its head.

First staged at Sadler's Wells in London in 1995, Matthew Bourne’s Swan Lake took the dance theatre world by
stom becoming the longest running full-length dance classic in the West End and on Broadway. It has since been
performed across the globe, collecting over thirty international accolades induding the Olivier Award for Best New
Dance Production and three Tony Awards for Best Director of a Musical, Best Choreography and Best Costume
Design.
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Mark Gatiss‘ acclaimed retelling
of Dickens’ winter ghost story
visits The Rep this Christmas,
starring Matthew Cottle as
Scrooge and Rufus Hound as
Jacob Marley.

“Irresistibly theatrical! Mark
Gatiss’s fabulous take on Dickens.”

Daily Telegraph

“It's a cold Christmas Eve and
mean-spirited miser Ebenezer
Scrooge has an unexpected visit
from the spirit of his former
business partner Jacob Marley.
Bound in chains as punishment
for a lifetime of greed, the
unearthly figure explains it isn’'t
too late for Scrooge to change his
miserly ways in order to escape
the same fate, but first he'll have
to face three more eerie
encounters...

In the hands of Gatiss, Dickens’
festive tale banishes all thoughts of
‘bah, humbug’.”

Evening Standard

“Filled with Dickensian, spine-
tingling special effects, prepare to
be frightened and delighted in
equal measure as you enter the
supernatural Victorian world of A
Christmas Carol: A Ghost
Story.

A spooky twist on the Dickens
classic.”
WhatsOnStage

Wherever the wind takes us,
we all find a place to land...

Based on the timeless
Christmas story by Benji
Davies, The Snowflake tells
the tale of a snowflake, a little
girl and her Pappie — all
longing for their own special
place in the world.

“The perfect show to introduce
youngsters to the magical world
of theatre”

I Am Birmingham on Jack
and The Magic Beanstalk
Unwrap the magic at The Rep
this festive season and find
out how everyone can find
their way to shine like a star!

“an enchanting tale, perfectly
adapted with little ones firmly in
mind”

Yorkshire Times On The Storm
Whale — Adapted & Directed By
Matt Aston

Our beloved Christmas
production returns in The
Door, offering the perfect
introduction to theatre for our
younger audiences.

“Lively and engaging”
Culture Bab on Little Red Riding
Hood
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The Rep’s enchanting pro-
duction of The Snow-
man has been delighting
audiences for over 30
years and is the West
End’s longest running
Christmas Show. It returns
home this festive season
to give Birmingham audi-
ences the chance to be
part of the magic!

When a young boy’s
snowman comes to life on
Christmas Eve, the two set
off on a night-time quest
for adventure. They meet
Father Christmas, dancing
penguins, reindeer and
crowds of The Snowman’s
friends, but will they es-
cape evil Jack Frost and
get back home for Christ-
mas morning?

Based on Raymond
Brigg’'s much-loved book
and featuring Howard
Blake's classic

song Walking In The Air,
this enchanting live show
has thrilled audiences
throughout the world since
first appearing on stage
over twenty-five years
ago. Be a part of the mag-
ic.
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www.ageukbirmingham.org.uk
www.ageuksandwell.org.uk
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https://www.ageuk.org.uk/birmingham/
https://www.ageuk.org.uk/sandwell/

info@ageukbirmingham.org.uk
www.ageukbirmingham.org.uk

info@ageuksandwell.org.uk
www.ageuksandwell.org.uk
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www.ageuk.org.uk/services/information-
advice/guides-and-factsheets/
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dementiacarerhub@ageukbirmingham.org.uk

www.ageukbirmingham.org.uk


mailto:dementiacarerhub@ageukbirmingham.org.uk
https://www.ageuk.org.uk/birmingham/
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https://birmingham.connecttosupport.org/
occupational-therapy/occupational-therapy-
clinics-in-the-community/

Tuesdays: United Reformed Church, 1, Brassington Avenue, Sutton Coldfield, B73 6AA
AM session: 9:30 -12pm; PM session: 12:30pm- 2pm
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rachel.mackay@careuk.com
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Classes on:
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To see the cats and kittens currently needing new homes and how the 'direct re-
homing scheme' works, see the link to the direct rehoming page of the Cats Pro-
tection website: https://www.cats.org.uk/northbirmingham/adopt-a-cat/adopt-via-
our-direct-homing-scheme
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Cats Protection North Birmingham has a new look -
locally and nationally!

National news is that CP has rebranded into pink and purple, but
of course its ‘true colours’ will never change — nationally or
locally - the charity will continue to do all it can for cats and
kittens.

Nicole Evans, North Birmingham Branch Coordinator, is
delighted. “We love the new-look - already it's featured in CPs
Winter Campaign highlighting the support offered by Lifelines - a
temporary fostering service for those fleeing domestic abuse. It
will be appearing on our website and social media pages
throughout 2024 and beyond. With tne new look, we hope to
bring the work we do to a much wider audience”.

The CP media team confirm what's new and why. “We’ve moved
to a more eye-catching and modern look to reach new
audiences, raise more money and increase our impact to help
more cats.”

*Anyone considering volunteering for CP can call in to the Cats
Protection charity shop on Erdington High Street, meet the
team, and express an interest. There are lots of other roles too,
like fostering and fund-raising.

Direct rehoming — helping owners, potential adopters — and
cats

CPs direct rehoming scheme is benefitting from the new look too
- courtesy of a new volunteer - Ellen - who has all the skills to
cope with the demands of the role. Sadly, more owners than
ever are contacting CP for help in rehoming their cats for a
variety of reasons - several associated with the cost of living
crisis. So anyone keen to adopt a needy cat should take a look
at the Directs page on the North Birmingham Cats Protection
website.

** The scheme connects cats in need of a new home with
potential adopters with no adoption fee involved **

Sheila Pennell
sheilapennell@talktalk.net
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Team Cat Rescue has lots of cats and kittens looking
for their forever homes. Owners often have to give
them up for a variety of reasons - usually a change of
circumstances meaning they can no longer care for
their beloved pet. And some come into care because
they are found wandering and abandoned.

If you are not ready to adopt, how about fostering? Or
helping Team Cat Rescue with driving or fund-raising?
If so, contact Coordinator Lynne of Team Cat Rescue
on 0121 373 4596.

** Team Cat Rescue is local and well-established in
North Birmingham - and have been helping rescue and
rehome cats and kittens for 25 years **
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OLIOex.com/get-involved


https://olioapp.com/en/
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gap.huboffice@gmail.com

nns@ageconcernbirmingham.org.uk
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Banners Gaters clearing fallen leaves near Longmoor Pool.

80



Banners Gaters meet every Monday at 11am in the car park at
Banners Gate entrance to Sutton Park.

We no longer have a ranger with us and are limited by regula-
tions to what we can do, but are trying to get permission to
use domestic power tools.

We need more helpers, contact Gill on
thechants@btinternet.com if you'd like to join us.
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7.00,

www.suttoncoldfieldcreativestitchers.co.uk
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membership@sandnats.org.uk

sandnats.org.uk
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This is a three-month update of Friends of Perry Park and Sandwell
Naturalists. Due to COVID and other complications | was unable to compile
the data for Oct, Nov and Dec 25.

October 2024.

Starting in Oct a group of different friends’ groups - FoPPs, SandNats and
FoSPa - did a fungi walk in Sots Hole (a part of Sandwell Valley). We had
approx. 20 people walking around this small Local Nature Reserve in West
Brom. Most of them hadn’t known that Sots Hole existed.

In Perry Park: the new improved footpath around the reservoir has at last
been installed, work has also been started on the children's playground and
new footpaths are being installed from the entrance to the park from the
junction with Walsall Rd/Church Rd. This should make it safer to walk from the
car park into the park.

The Throws field adjacent to Perry Park Crescent had a large flowered
evening primrose (Oenothera glazioviana).

Photos below.
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November 2024.

FoPPs did two litter picks in November, one along the Tame Valley Canal (TVC)
towpath and another one on Perry Park. In total we collected approx.16 separate
bags of litter and one Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer.

At the end of November the TVC was awarded a Green Flag in recognition of the
Biodiversity, Landscape and Heritage etc., along the length of the canal opposite
Perry Park.

Photos below.
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December 2024.

It was an eventful month with Storm Burt causing several trees to fall in
Birmingham parks and streets, (including Perry Park and Lightwoods Park) -
though we did have a wonderful sunset on the 15th Dec. We carried out another
Big River Watch in Sutton Park (see photos).

On a foggy Boxing Day we went for a
walk in Sutton Park, it was extremely
busy with hundreds of people walking
their dogs, running or in groups.
Though it was not raining or particularly
cold it was very muddy after all the rain
we had had.

Photos below.
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Contact us for
more
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nsparrow@wcg.ac.u

wcg.ac.u info@wcg.ac.uk
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Banners Gate Neighbourhood Forum Meetings

There will be a meeting of the Banners Gate Neighbourhood Forum on the last
Thursday of every month, starting in January, so Thursday 30th May at 7.30
p.m. Then July 25th, September 26th and November 28th. Hot drinks and

biscuits will be provided. Come and tell us of any problems you have with the

area and we will try to get them fixed. If you need any more information
please call 0121 605 4947 or 07976 550 420

As a community hall we are trying to create activities for the benefit of
the community so if you have any ideas in that direction, please get in
touch and share those ideas with us—no obligation.

If you need any information please message on 07964 213 229
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