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Rob Pocock:   
HAPPY NEW ‘SNAKE’ YEAR! 
 
No it’s not too late to wish 
everyone a Happy New Year – 

because the Chinese New Year’s Day fell 
this week, on Wednesday 29th January! 
There are mixed views about China in 
world affairs, but take a close look at many 
items you buy nowadays and they come 
from China. Most clothes, fabrics, 
electrical goods, phones and digital 
devices in the shops or online are made in 
China. A lot of students in UK colleges and 
Universities nowadays are Chinese 
students paying very high premium fees to 
our higher education institutions for a 
highly valued British education.  
 
So there are increasing cultural links 
between Britain and China and here locally 
the Chinese New Year is becoming part of 
the festive cycle The Chinese Zodiac 
operates on a 12-year cycle with each 
year represented by a different animal. We 
are leaving the Year of the Rabbit and 
entering the Year of the Snake. In Chinese 
custom the snake symbolises wisdom, 
intelligence and insight. And because a 
snake can shed its skin it also represents 
renewal, transformation and individual 

growth. Snakes also travel fast, 
symbolising adventure and efficiency. 
These sound like good omens – and our 
Councils could benefit from learning the 
messages from the Year of the Snake! 
 
The recent Commonwealth Games was a 
great opportunity here in Sutton Vesey to 
share the flags, traditions and global 
customs of the 53 separate nations across 
our Commonwealth. Now the Chinese 
New Year is a chance to pay tribute to 
another culture with its own ancient 
traditions. In a time of division in the 
world, there’s merit in taking time out to 
think that, everywhere you go, there is a 
new year bringing new hope. We all 
dream of better things to come. And don’t 
forget, if this year doesn’t work out for you 
then get ready for 2026 – the Year of the 
Horse! 
 
GOOD NEWS ON BIN STRIKES 
 
On the subject of good news, at the time 
of writing there are positive negotiations 
progressing on resolving the current 
dispute with the bin collection workers 
union, Unite. The current industrial dispute 
has not caused as much disruption as in 
past disputes. And instead of things being 
allowed to drag on for months on end, the 
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my new year’s resolution, next month I’ll 
start a new book from beginning to end! 
 
You may have seen the recent 
announcement of the update on the 
Sutton Gateway Scheme. Full details of 
the announcement can be found here - 
https://
suttoncoldfieldtowncouncil.gov.uk/
sutton-gateway-scheme/  
 
At the close of 2024, a significant 
milestone was achieved with the 
approval of the Sutton Gateway 
Scheme Strategic Outline Case (SOC). 
This approval marked a crucial step, 
representing the first formal 
endorsement of the project. It enables 
the Sutton Gateway Scheme to move 
forward into more detailed design work, 
paving the way for the Outline Business 
Case stage. As the scheme is still in its 
early stages, some aspects may evolve 
as the project progresses. Community 
engagement will play a key role in 
refining the designs during the Outline 
Business Case phase. 
 
There is no Town Council meeting in 

February, the next one is scheduled for 

Tuesday 25th March 7pm at the Trinity 

Centre, until then Gatepost Readers, 

have a great month! 

arbitration service ACAS are now working 
with Unions and Council to close-in on a 
mutually acceptable deal. 
 
AND MORE GOOD NEWS ON TIP 
TRUCKS! 
 
Finally, the extra good news is that the City 
Council ‘tip trucks’ are back again after the 
New Year break. There was one visiting 
this week in Britwell Road Boldmere and 
another planned next month on 27th 
February at Darnick Road, off Jockey 
Road New Oscott. Details in my Tip Truck 
email Bulletin, drop a note to 
rob.pocock@birmingham.gov.uk if you 
would like to be added to the list. 

 

Max Hatton: 

Hello Gatepost Readers!  
Happy New Year and wishing 
you all a great start to 2025! I 

hope you all enjoyed the Christmas 
holidays and have had an easy start to the 
year. Have any of you stuck to your new 
year’s resolutions? My resolution was to 
read more and I’ve set myself a task of 
reading a book a month. I’ve almost 
finished my first book of the year, George 
R. R. Martins Fire & Blood, a great read if 
anyone’s watching House of the Dragon! 
Although I must admit I cheated as I was 
already halfway through it when I started 
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 Active Travel Strategy for Sutton Coldfield.  
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John Cooper: 

Now we are breaking into longer days and hopefully sunshine in 
Springtime, I want to speak about my favourite place to be, all 
year round: Royal Su/on Coldfield Park. 

 I use the park every day, walking my dogs as time allows, my Wife walks in 
the mornings and I usually walk during the afternoon; what a joy it is to 
please myself where and in which direction I go, sometimes to a pool, 
sometimes lost in woods, sometimes wondering where I am but walking on I 
will always see a familiar landscape, tree or maybe pathway. Thinking about 
things that are going on or my personal favourite thinking about nothing in 
particular apart from what’s around me in this wonderful place.  

How fortunate we are to have this area to use in a way that best suits us as 
individuals or maybe to meet up with friends with their dogs and take a little 
time in conversation in this very special place. What a variety of life we see; 
ponies to the north of the railway line, cattle to the south in season, 
wonderful scenery and water wherever we go. So many examples of natural 
life supported by local groups such as FOSPA, BrumBats, Friends of Gates 
and many more, all working to the good of this very special place for nature 
and for us all.  

Sadly though it isn’t quite perfect, broken, falling fencing and overgrowth 
can be seen on all boundary roads; Monmouth Drive, Chester Road, 
Thornhill Road and Streetly lane all show evidence of this to varying 
degrees. It is clear from the financial situation Birmingham City Council finds 
itself, that no money is available to make these repairs. For its part the Town 
Council has put forward two reports outlining possible solutions for joint 
management and external funding to bring forward the repairs and 
enhancements that will make the park an even better place to visit. The 
resident Park Ranger service manages fantastically well given its limited 
resource and manning levels plus the fact it supports “Friends Of” groups 
throughout the Town and into the City.  

I am sure I am not alone in enjoying this fantastic place but also shedding a 
tear for the better place it could be as pictured in others and in my mind’s 
eye.  

https://suttoncoldfieldtowncouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/
Strategic-Plan-Consultation.pdf 
townrangers@suttoncoldfieldtowncouncil.gov.uk  
johncooper@suttoncoldfieldtowncouncil.gov.uk 
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Estate Planning 
 
Dave was a single bloke living at home with his father and 
working in the family business.  He knew that he would inherit a 
fortune once his sickly father died.  

Dave wanted two things: 
• to learn how to invest his inheritance and, 
• to find a wife to share his fortune  

One evening at an investment meeting, he spotted the most 
beautiful woman he had ever seen. 

Her natural beauty took his breath away. 

“I may look just an ordinary man,” he said to her, “but in just a 
few years, my father will die, and I’ll inherit 20 million dollars.” 

Impressed, the woman obtained his business card. 

Two weeks later, she became his stepmother. 

Women are so much better at estate planning than men... 
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RESET RESHAPE RESTART 

ndsu@birmingham.gov.uk 

For more information please click here 
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https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
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Friends of King George V Playing Field 
 

Well done Birmingham City Council 

On Thursday January 30th three members of the committee did a much-needed 
litter pick in the Millenium Wood.  It was littered with discarded bottles and food 
wrappers plus remains of the travellers’ visit last Autumn, dumped in the bramble 
thicket.  Accessing this involved hacking back thorny stems up to 3-4cm thick which 
had prevented the city clean-up team from collecting the rubbish, which included 
several full bin liners flung into the middle.  Unfortunately, possibly at least partly 
due to the mid-week date, no volunteers were persuaded to join us by the 
considerable publicity circulated.  With this in mind, the next litter pick has been 
scheduled for a Saturday morning in the hope that parents and children can join us. 

In spite of the small group, we managed to collect 7 full bags of litter which we left 
by the waste bin.  BCC was informed via their web site and, much to our 
amazement, they were collected within less than 2 hours of notification.  Possibly a 
coincidence because they were in the area but, nevertheless, very much 
appreciated. 

The next litter pick will be on Saturday, 15th February at 10.30am.  Meet at the 
main gate opposite George Frederick Rd.  Parents and sensible children welcome.  
Equipment will be supplied but wear suitable clothing and gloves. 

If you would like to join Friends of King George V Playing Field and have your say 

about what improvements you’d like to see on the field, please come to our next 

meeting.  This will be held on Thursday 6th February at 1.30pm at Banners Gate 

Community  Hall, Coppice View Rd. 

After Before 



Under the new Friends First Project, Age Concern Birmingham are now able to offer their Befriending 
Service across Birmingham city. 
On an assessed basis, our Community Reconnectors can provide up to 10 weeks support to individuals who 
may be isolated/vulnerable or feeling unconfident about accessing/ engaging in the wider community. 
This project also offers new social experiences/encourages new friendships through our tailored support. 
Further support is also offered through our new friendship groups situated in Sutton Coldfield and across 
the city. 
  
Please contact 0121 362 3650 for more information if: 
  
*You are feeling isolated, or would welcome the chance to meet new people in your community. 
*Maybe you already run a coffee morning/community group and would like to work with us to widen your 
reach. 
 *You would like to increase your social opportunities.   
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slimmingworld.co.uk 

sharedreading@foliosuttoncoldfield.org.uk 

 Classes at St Columba’s Church 
 

Monday  Brownies  6 o’clock 
Tuesday  Brownies  6 o’clock 
Thursday  Rainbows 
Friday  Coffee Morning, see above 
Sunday  Morning Worship 10 o’clock 

 

 Hope Food North Birmingham are currently looking for a new base 
in/around Sutton Coldfield.  We need it to store food and prepare 
food bags.  We would need access in the day and evening Monday 
to Friday.   We run 3 food banks weekly in Erdington, Falcon Lodge 
and Mere Green.   If anyone has any premises with vehicle access 
that they would think would suit us, please get in touch.  Thank you.  

 
T: 07869 822502   E: info@hopefood.org.uk 
 
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO SUPPORT OUR WORK PLEASE MAKE A DONATION USING THIS LINK: 

https://www.justgiving.com/hopefoodnb  
Hope Food – North Birmingham.  A charitable incorporated organisation registered in 
England.  Charity registration number 1195019.  Registered office 407 Jockey Road, Sutton 
Coldfield B73 5XH 

 St Columba’s Church Hall 
 

Hall letting for St Columba’s Church.  
 

Weekday lettings are available for the 
large Church Hall which includes a  

well equipped kitchen.  
 

Entrance to the hall is step free and is 
suitable for wheel chair access 

throughout the premises. 
 

Male, Female and disabled toilet facilities  
 

All enquiries to Alison via email please.  
 

st.columbahall@yahoo.com 

10:00 -12:00 

Not on 
Friday 29th 
December 

http://www.slimmingworld.co.uk
mailto:sharedreading@foliosuttoncoldfield.org.uk
mailto:info@hopefood.org.uk
https://www.justgiving.com/hopefoodnb
https://www.justgiving.com/hopefoodnb
mailto:st.columbahall@yahoo.com
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There are hundreds of hens like this one currently sitting in cages with 
their bags packed, hoping they’ll have homes to go to in the West 
Midlands next weekend. Will yours be one of them? On January 19th  hens 
will be available from Sutton Coldfield. 
 
 If you’ve got space in your back garden for some ex-commercial hens 
(who’ll happily pop out an egg or two for your breakfast once they’re 
settled) we’d love to hear from you urgently. Visit our website to book your 
adoption or call us on 01884 860084: www.bhwt.org.uk/hen-adoption 

http://www.bhwt.org.uk/hen-adoption


 
More Eric memories 
When I was a young boy of 10 back in 1953 my family, like most, did not have much 
money to spend on luxury items at any time. However, one Christmas my very 
memorable present was my first two-wheeler bicycle, which my father had rescued 
from a tip, repaired, painted racing green and added colourful transfers to its frame. 
I was in seventh heaven on Christmas morning disappearing until dinnertime to 
show off to all my pals in the road. We all used to ride around and would put 
cardboard from cigarette packs between the front brake calliper to make a 
motorbike sound as the wheel spokes clattered against the card.  
 
I had started a newspaper round, but because, in those days, 
almost every other house had a newspaper.  I, in fact, only 
used the bike to and from the shop, rather than for paper 
delivery.  The shop was opposite the Stockland Garage who, 
at that time, ran a large fleet of very smart coaches on trips 
and holidays. I got into the habit at the time of putting my 
bike on the main road kerb propped on the foot pedal 
outside the shop. 

 
One day I was running late so went straight to school 
after my morning deliveries leaving my bike there all 
day, precariously propped up on its pedal. On 
returning to the shop after school to complete my 
evening paper round, I was shocked to find my bike 
well and truly mangled and resting against the shop 
wall. The shop owner said to me, “I would make 
yourself scarce if I were you.”  Apparently, the 
Stockland Garage took delivery of a brand-new coach 
during the day, and the vacuum created as it swept 

past my bike pulled the bike into the side of the coach, scratching the coach’s 
paintwork before my poor bike met its fate under one of the coach’s rear wheels.  
 
So, with the bike’s frame over my neck and newspaper bag over shoulder, I made 
myself very scarce, as I understood the garage management wanted to see me. 
Guess, in hindsight, I should have made a claim for my bike, doubtless worth by far  
a long way less than the coach paintwork to repair!  
My next bike was a bigger, bright, shiny, metallic red Triumph Torrington, with the 

latest Sturmey Archer three speed gears I purchased myself from Halfords utilising 

my twelve shillings a week paper round money. It was, from memory, a £ 1 deposit 

and eleven shillings and ten pence a week for fifty-two weeks. I would religiously 

pay in my money weekly to Halfords for the duration.                
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We oppose BCC’s proposed parking charges in Sutton Park:  
https://www.suttoncoldfieldconservatives.com/campaigns/stop-parking-charges-sutton-park  
 

We have proposed a safer crossing on Antrobus Road: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/

e/1FAIpQLSfG50x9lk9Z22CPeS1rQJIxWfAVT8wXrvNp_2UB7qaIBohNoQ/viewform?pli=1  

VeseyNews veseyward@gmail.com 

https://www.suttoncoldfieldconservatives.com/campaigns/stop-parking-charges-sutton-park
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfG50x9lk9Z22CPeS1rQJIxWfAVT8wXrvNp_2UB7qaIBohNoQ/viewform?pli=1
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfG50x9lk9Z22CPeS1rQJIxWfAVT8wXrvNp_2UB7qaIBohNoQ/viewform?pli=1
mailto:veseyward@gmail.com
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www.scurc.org.uk 

http://www.scurc.org.uk
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Thank you, Hazel  & John S 



 

22 



23 

Are you a good guesser? 
What are these objects. Answers on the bottom of page 25. 

1 

2 

3 

This one-off tiny pocket 
inside a St. John's Bay 
shirt: 

Small metal boxes 
containing a brush 
located on gravestones 
in a cemetery in 
Andermatt, Switzerland: 

A bullet-
shaped 
container 
with a tiny 
telescope 
inside: 
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Answers from page 23. 
 
1. It's a Sterling Silver Telescopic Cigarette Holder in Bullet 
Shaped Case. 

 2. It's a 'nurse's' pocket...Essentially, it’s a loophole for 
manufacturers to bring costs down. If garments have 'pockets 
below the waist, a ribbed waistband or other means of 
tightening at the bottom of the garment,' they get excluded 
from specific categories. So if you took that same type of 
blouse with a 26.9% duty rate and added a pocket or two 
below the waist, it would instead get tariffed at a rate of 16%." 

3. The metal box is called 'Weihwasserkessel' in German, 
roughly translated as 'holy water kettle' in English. It is for 
storing holy water, and the brush is for dispensing it on the 
grave. It is very common in Germany, Austria, and 
Switzerland. Maybe other places, too. 
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www.suttoncoldfieldsocietyofartists.co.uk 

If you are of a different bent, you may be interested in the two links below, sent in by John S.  

http://messybeast.com/dragonqueen/real-haynes.htm 
 

Also, I'm going to assume you've heard this but just in case: 
https://www.airliners.net/forum/viewtopic.php?t=1113747 

http://www.suttoncoldfieldsocietyofartists.co.uk
http://messybeast.com/dragonqueen/real-haynes.htm
https://www.airliners.net/forum/viewtopic.php?t=1113747
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Planning and Highways Committee 
Strategy and Resources committee 

3rd December 2024 
10th December 2024 
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View in Browser 

https://news.comms.birmingham.gov.uk/NLI/ViewHtmlEmail.aspx?a=C6678C1A77EB8F95C1925118DD4AC743&b=E11C2C179C577DB4A7208A747D971E85
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HANDBOOK: 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100086596932293 

https://birmingham.connecttosupport.org/ 

https://www.calameo.com/read/00067546760ea7e9396a0
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100086596932293
https://birmingham.connecttosupport.org/
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www.applyforleap.org.uk 

https://applyforleap.org.uk/


1. In which category did Elvis Presley win his three Grammy awards? 
2. In which Eastern Russian city does the Trans-Siberian railway 
terminate? 
3. Who was the only non-US golfer to win the sport's Grand Slam? 
4. In the 1994 movie, what book did Forrest Gump always carry in his 
briefcase? 
5. Which songs with BIRD in the title were UK top twenty hits for the 
following artists, [a] Annie Lennox (1993), [b] Oasis (2003), [c] The Everly 
Brothers (1958), [d] They Might be Giants (1990) and [e] Bob Marley 
(1980)? 
6. From which type of grapes is Blanc de blancs champagne made? 
7. In the novel by D H Lawrence, what was Lady Chatterley's first name? 
8. In morse code what is represented by five dashes? 
9. Which Disney movie is based on a 6th Century Chinese poem? 
10.Which four superheroes make up Marvel's Fantastic Four? 
11.What was the title of classical singer Russel Watson's first album? 
12.With which vegetable is Bruxelloise sauce traditionally served with? 
13.Who in 1999 became the first First Minister of Scotland? 
14.Which London tourist attraction was established by Sir Humphrey Davy 
and Sir Stamford Raffles in 1826? 
15.By population, what is the second largest city in the following 
countries, [a] Germany, [b] Australia, [c] France, [d] Republic of Ireland 
and [e] Sweden? 
16.Which 1955 movie provided Marlon Brando with his only singing 
role?" 
17.What are the names of the two moons of Mars? 
18.Who were the authors of the following Booker Prize winning novels, 
[a] "Vernon God Little" (2003), [b] "Lincoln in the Bardo" (2017), [c] 
"Schindler's Ark" (1982), [d] "A Brief History of Seven Killings" (2015) and 
[e] "Staying On" (1977)? 
19.By what name was 617 Squadron of the Royal Air Force better known? 

20. What was the real first name of singer Fats Domino? 

1. Gospel Music (Sacred Music).  2. Vladivostok. 3. Gary Player (South Africa). 4. Curious George. 5. [a] "Little Bird" reached no 3, 

[b] "Song Bird", no 3, [c] "Bird Dog", no 2, [d] "Bird House in Your Soul", no 6 and [e] "Three Little Birds", no 17. 6. Chardonnay. 

7. Constance. 8. Zero. 9. Mulan. 10. Mr Fantastic (Reed Richards), The Invisible Woman (Sue Storm), The Human Torch (Johnny 

Storm) and Thing (Ben Grimm). 11. The Voice. 12. Asparagus.  13. onald Dewar. 14. London Zoo. 15. [a] Hamburg, [b] 

Melbourne, [c] Marseille, [d] Cork and [e] Gothenburg. 16. "Guys and Dolls". 17. Phobos and Deimos. 18. [a] DBC Pierre, [b] 

George Saunders, [c] Thomas Keneally, [d] Marlon James and [e] Paul Scott. 19. The Dambusters. 20. Antoine. Answers 

Here’s your quiz. 

34 



35 



StreetWatch leaflet.pdf 
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https://www.westmidlands-pcc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/StreetWatch-Leaflet.pdf?x88178
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Are you thinking about a career change in 2025? Or know someone who is? 
Maybe a family member, friend, colleague or neighbour? 

We’re currently recruiting for a range of roles, from police officers and PCSOs to 
various police staff positions and volunteer opportunities. 

Why join us? 

Earn a starting salary of £29,907 as a police officer and watch it grow to over 
£46,000 within seven years with annual increments. 

Plus, enjoy a range of benefits like enhanced maternity/paternity pay, a great 
pension, and exclusive discounts on everything from holidays to shopping. 

There’s many ways to train as a police officer and we’re one of the only forces 
currently recruiting into a wide range of those available. Whether you're a practical 
learner, aspiring detective, or looking to earn a degree, we've got a path for you. 

We pride ourselves in creating a supportive and inclusive environment for all our 
employees, with dedicated support networks for underrepresented groups. 

Want to get a head start on your New Year’s resolution? 

Apply now and start your journey with West Midlands Police. 

Find out more and apply by clicking this link.  

Please share this message with your family, friends and neighbours. 

We wish you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

https://s-url.co/VosZAA


 

 
 

Continued on next page... 
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Over 10,000 people have added their details to a new service that will help us 
catch criminals in their area – including yours!  

 Every year, thousands of criminals are brought to justice thanks to CCTV and 
doorbell camera footage. 

 That’s why we’ve made it easier for people in Birmingham to share their CCTV 
images with us. 

Since September well over 10,000 people took just 60 seconds to add their details 
on our secure database.  

 The new technology allows you to add your home or business cameras to a 
secure map of CCTV cameras in the West Midlands.  

 All you need is your name, address, email and the number of cameras you control. 

 It means we can quickly identify cameras that may have captured evidence near to 

the scene of a crime.  
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 Within seconds, officers can send details of the incident to the owners of the 
camera, along with a request for them to check their footage. People can then 
send the images via a secure link helping officers to identify criminals or trace 
victims and witnesses, meaning crimes are solved faster. 

 Sending the request fast and replying quickly, helps prevent footage from 
automatically expiring from doorbell cameras or being overwritten on CCTV 
systems. 

 The system has already been successful in solving major crimes in Coventry. If 
people continue to add their details to the map that can only be seen by officers, 
it will help us solve other serious crimes in other areas of the West Midlands.  

 How it works in three steps: 

• Register your cameras securely in 60 seconds 

• You will receive a text or email when a crime happens near your home or 
business and our officers believe your CCTV may have recorded the incident 

Upload the images via the secure link contained in the message 

The system does not give West Midlands Police or anyone else access to your 
cameras or computer. You decide what images – if any – you share with us.  

 Your name, address, camera details or any other personal information will not be 
publicly available on the secure site and investigating officers will only be able to 
see cameras plotted on a digital map and held on a secure police system, with 
strictly controlled access. 

 Sharing your recording with us does not mean you will have to attend court. 

 As part of the development of this system, we consulted with community groups 
who, like us, could see the benefits in making neighbourhoods safer and were 
confident in the system’s security layers.  

 West Midlands Police is one of only two police forces in the UK who have 
started using the system to help solve crime. A version of the system has been 
used in parts of north America for some time.  

 There’s still time for you to securely register your CCTV or doorbell 
cameras before the new year at: CCTV Registry | West Midlands Police.  

 

...continued from last page 

https://s-url.co/v5gZAA


 

We are issuing a warning and some crime prevention advice as we 
continue to investigate a number of distraction burglaries that’s been 
happening across the region. 
  
Distraction burglaries are where people, usually the elderly, are targeted 
by thieves who pose as council officials or an employee for the water 
board, stating they need to enter the property to make checks. When 
inside, they steal money, property and in some cases threaten or 
commit violence. 
  
We issued an appeal for information over the weekend as we've named 
a man we would like to speak to in connection with over 17 of these 
types of burglaries that have happened in Birmingham, Sandwell, 
Solihull and Wolverhampton since September. 
  
During one of the incidents, an 88-year-old woman was assaulted at her 
address in Erdington, and she remains in hospital in a serious condition. 
  
You can find the details of our appeal, an image and a name for the 
man here - if you see him please call us on 999 immediately. 
 

Detectives investigating distraction burglaries name suspect | West 
Midlands Police 
 

Your safety is our number one priority and detectives along with local 
officers are carrying out enquiries to find this man, but any information 
you have could be vital. 
  
We are also taking the opportunity to issue the following advice. If you 
have an elderly neighbour, work with the elderly or have an elderly 
family member that lives on their own, please pass on the following 
advice. 
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Common methods used by distraction burglars 
  
•            Pretending to be from a care agency, the council or a utility 
company investigating a gas or water leak 
•            Seeking help to leave a note for a neighbour or even asking for 
a drink of water if they claim to be thirsty or unwell 
•            Claiming to be in a hurry or emergency and needing to get into 
your home quickly 
•            Working in teams, with one person distracting you while the 
other searches your home 
How to prevent it 
There are a number of things you can do to prevent distraction burglary. 
Don’t be afraid to ask questions about anyone at your door – genuine 
callers won’t mind. Always remember 'if in doubt, keep them out' 

 

•            Use your door viewer to see who’s there 
•            Encourage older people to get into the habit of always locking 
their doors and by using a door chain or spy-hole 
•            If you open the door put the chain on first 
•            Always ask for ID and check it with the company before letting 
somebody into your home 
•            Telephone a neighbour, or a nearby friend, and ask them to 
come along to help check out the caller before you open the door to 
them. Insist on checking the identity of the caller 
•            Call the police if you are concerned, we hear a lot of people say 
that they don't want to trouble us, but we are here to help and all it takes 
is a call to 101 or 999 if you feel in danger 
•            When you’re checking on whether a caller is really from an 
organisation, use the phone number advertised in the phone book or 
online, as the number on their identity card could be fake. For a utility 
company, call the customer service department. Close the door while 
you do this 
•            If you feel at all unsure, schedule a time for the caller to come 
back when a friend or relative is there 
•            For pre-planned appointments with utility companies, a 
password scheme can be set up 
•            If you feel threatened or in danger by the presence of the caller, 
call 999 

 

Message Sent By 
Stefanie Sadler 
(West Midlands Police , Engagement & Consultation Officer, 
Birmingham Partnerships)  

…..continued from last page 
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Total crime reported across the West Midlands has been reduced by 8% with 
nearly 30,000 fewer victims in the last year. That’s double the national 
average. 

 The data from the Office for National Statistics (ONS) covers the period year 
ending October 2023 to September 2024 and shows that WMP is cutting 
crime that matters most to our communities which includes knife crime which 
has fallen by 6%, home burglaries are down 12%, robbery down 8%, vehicle 
crime down 11%. 

 National statistics released today show the West Midlands is safer as crime 
reduces in nearly all areas thanks to faster responses by police, more arrests, 
better victim care and good investigations. 

 Further key areas that have seen reductions include serious youth violence 
which is down by 11% along with domestic abuse down by 11% with 13,000 
fewer victims and theft from the person offences are down by 29%. 

 An abundance of funding and dedicated resources continues to be ploughed 
into reducing knife crime which remains a top priority for WMP. This is 
particularly important following last week’s fatal stabbing of 12-year-old Leo 
Ross in Hall Green. For many years WMP has seen some of the highest knife 
crime offences per 1,000 population. That has now changed, we no longer 
occupy that unenviable position as we continue to see sustained reductions. 
That’s down to some very intense work with our local partners and the support 
of the public. 

 Chief Constable Craig Guildford said: “Our officers and staff continue to work 
tirelessly to make substantial reductions in crime, to arrest more offenders and 
to ensure they are held to account for their crimes whilst we continue to 
protect the vulnerable. The data reflects some very significant changes to the 
way we police on behalf of our communities on a daily basis. 

 “It’s fantastic to see that our hard work is continuing to pay off and we are 
continuing to make our communities safer with the majority of crime 
falling. The statistics are clear, there are now considerably fewer victims of 
crime across the West Midlands. It is important to remember that these 

Continued on next page... 



statistics are only up to last October, the last few months have brought even 
further reductions in crime.” 

 Mr Guildford continued: “It is particularly pleasing that we have seen a 
considerable drop in knife crime over the last year. I met some pupils from 
Leo Ross’ school yesterday and thanked our officers for supporting staff and 
pupils after such a senseless crime. We are all very focussed upon preventing 
such tragedies, but no statistics can ever mitigate the loss of such a young 
and promising life.   

 “The latest statistics serve to evidence the improvements people are seeing 
in their community. While recognising that any offence is one too many, 
people in the West Midlands are statistically now less likely to be a victim of 
crime.” 

 Like most areas of the country, we have seen an increase in shop theft but 
again we are on the right track in addressing this crime. Over the last year, we 
have arrested 743 (39%) more people in connection with shop theft and we 
have solved more than 3,379 offences (126%) compared to last year. 

  

In October, we were pleased to announce that the force was recognised as 
the fastest improving metropolitan force in the country after it was removed 
from special measures in July last year, by His Majesty’s Inspectorate of 
Constabulary, Fire & Rescue Services (HMICFRS) for the improvements it 
had made in record time.  

 We have seen immense improvements around performance and the overall 
service it provides to people since the implementation of a new local 
operating model almost two years ago and the opening of two more custody 
suites, so we are able to arrest more people. Later this year, a further custody 
suite will be opened in Bournville. 

 The force has also made significant changes to how people contact police, 
which in turn has led to us being one of the best, if not the best force in the 
country when it comes to both our 999 and 101service.  

 We answer approximately 60,000-70,000 emergency 999 calls a month, the 
highest volume per head of population in the UK. Our average call answering 
time is now just one second (November to January) which is an exceptional 
service on behalf of the public. 

 On average we now answer our non-emergency 101 calls in under 10 
seconds. Eighteen months ago, that took us 29 minutes. We are also 
responding to those calls for service more quickly now that our response 
officers are based locally following changes to our operating model. 

Message Sent By 
West Midlands Police, Corporate Communications 

...continued from last page 
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sutton.coldfield.library@birmingham.gov.uk 

www.facebook.com/SuttonColdfieldLibrary 

www.twitter.com/SuttonLibrary 

www.instagram.com/suttoncoldfieldlibrary 

mailto:sutton.coldfield.library@birmingham.gov.uk
https://www.facebook.com/SuttonColdfieldLibrary
https://twitter.com/SuttonLibrary
http://www.instagram.com/suttoncoldfieldlibrary


 

What’s On at Streetly Community Library January-February 2025 

1st Wednesday of each month 11-12 Adult Reading Group 

2nd Wednesday of each month 10.30-12 Poetry Group 

3rd Tuesday of each month 11-12 Crime Club Reading Group 

3rd Wednesday of each month 10-12 Knit, Stitch and Chat 

Every  Wednesday 10-12 Knit, Stitch & Chat Extra—drop in with your current project or 

just enjoy some company 

Every Friday during term time 10.30-11 Story & Rhyme Time 

Every Friday 10-11.30 Reading Friends Social Group—join us for a cuppa and a chat 

Every Saturday 1-3 Board Games Afternoon—something for all, drop in and play 

3rd Saturday of each month 9.30-11.30 and other Saturdays 11-1 Local Councillors’ Surgery 

3rd Tuesday of each month 2-4 Resilient Communities Advice Surgery for Voluntary &  

Community Organisations - no appointment needed 

Every other Saturday from 25th January 2.30-3 Saturday Story Time 

Friday 24th January 2025 12.30-2.30 Beginners’ ICT Course—8 places available, £2 deposit  

secures your place 

Friday 31st January 12.30-2.30 Beginners’ ICT 1-2-1 Help Sessions– 4 slots available, £2 deposit 
secures your place  

Saturday 1st February 10.30-11.30 Friends of Streetly Library AGM—all welcome 

Tuesday 4th February 9.30-1 Citizens’ Advice Bus on library car park—no appointment needed 

Wednesdays 12th, 19th & 26th February 10-11 PEEP sessions for pre-school children and their 
adults: Sharing Books with Babies & Toddlers, Musical Moments and Becoming a Talker - no 

booking needed 

Saturday 15th February 9.30-10.30 Become a Dementia Friend—an interactive information  

session run by Alzheimers Society, no booking needed 

Saturday  15th February 11-12.30 Lego Fun 

Tuesday 18th-Saturday 22nd February Half-tern take-home crafts - while stocks last 

Tuesday 18th February 9.30-1 Citizens’ Advice Bus on library car park—no appointment needed 

Streetly Community Library, Blackwood Road, Streetly, B74 3PL 

01922 654864  streetlylibrary@walsall.gov.uk 
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Kingstanding Library 
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www.elimlifechurch.co.uk 

 
 

Your free advertisement 
could go here. 

 
Email 

bgatepost@gmail.com. 

https://www.elimlifechurch.co.uk/
mailto:bgatepost@gmail.com
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streetlylibrary@walsall.gov.uk 

mailto:streetlylibrary@walsall.gov.uk


 
Birmingham’s Mobile Library Service  

 
For over 30 years the Mobile Library has taken library services out into many 
diverse communities across the city. 

Everyone is welcome to join the Mobile Library. You can register with us, or 
you can use your existing Birmingham library card on the vehicle. You can 
borrow a maximum of 10 items at any one time (including items borrowed 
from our other libraries). The Mobile Library vehicle carries over 3,500 items 
of stock for adults, young people and children of all ages. The stock is 
changed frequently, and new items are added regularly. 

The Mobile Library has access to the full library catalogue. It operates a free 
reservation service for any items you may wish to order. You can return items 
from other Birmingham libraries at any Mobile Library stop too. The Mobile 
Library vehicle is also fitted with a lift allowing for easy access. 

Did you know that the service comes into the heart of our community? 

It currently operates every Tuesday between 10.00 – 11.00 parked 
outside Sutton Park Academy on Coppice View Road, B73 6UE. 

Go along and see what’s on board. Use it – Or lose it! 

For more information, please use one of the methods detailed below -  

Phone: 0121 464 6171    Mobile: 07766 923344 

Email: mobile.library.service@birmingham.gov.uk 

FaceBook: Mobile Library Service - Birmingham UK    Twitter: bhammobilelib 

www.birmingham.gov.uk/mobile-library 
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Fabulous little motor.  My Dad had one and us three siblings 
would lay down in the back with pillows and blankets and, 
when we all woke up, we were at the seaside !!!!   So VERY 
exciting and comfy !!  Obviously way before seat belts !!!!!   
         Pat Line    
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www.birmingham.gov.uk/warmwelcome 

www.birmingham.gov.uk/energyhelp 

www.birmingham.gov.uk/healthystart 

http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/foodhelp 

www.birmingham.gov.uk/school-meals 

www.birmingham.gov.uk/energyscam 

www.gov.uk/check-benefits-financial-support 

www.birmingham.gov.uk/debtadviceteam 

www.birmingham.gov.uk/helpinbrum 

www.theprojectbirmingham.org 

www.bcabs.org.uk 

www.disability.co.uk 

www.ageuk.org.uk/birmingham 

www.birminghammind.org 

www.moneyhelper.org.uk 

www.stoploansharks.co.uk 

www.turn2us.org.uk 

www.bswaid.org 

england.shelter.org.uk 

www.theaws.co.uk/listen-connect 

www.rmcentre.org.uk 

www.spitfireservices.org.uk 

http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/warmwelcome
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/energyhelp
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/healthystart
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/foodhelp
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/school-meals
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/energyscam
http://www.gov.uk/check-benefits-financial-support
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/debtadviceteam
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/helpinbrum
http://www.theprojectbirmingham.org
http://www.bcabs.org.uk
http://www.disability.co.uk
http://www.ageuk.org.uk/birmingham
http://www.birminghammind.org
http://www.moneyhelper.org.uk
http://www.stoploansharks.co.uk
http://www.turn2us.org.uk
http://www.bswaid.org
http://england.shelter.org.uk
http://www.theaws.co.uk/listen-connect
http://www.rmcentre.org.uk
http://www.spitfireservices.org.uk
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Line Dancing 

Absolute Beginners Class 

to be held at 

Banners Gate Community Hall 

Tuesdays 5 - 6 pm 

Everyone welcome 

Please phone Diane 

On 07711 048 215 

For further information 
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www.ourplacesupport.org 

Email: adviceservice@ 
ourplacesupport.org 

@OurPlaceSupport 

communityconnectors@ourplacesupport.org 

Email: healandtransform@yahoo.com 

Website: www.healandtransform.co.uk 

http://www.ourplacesupport.org
mailto:adviceservice@%20ourplacesupport.org
mailto:adviceservice@%20ourplacesupport.org
mailto:communityconnectors@ourplacesupport.org
mailto:healandtransform@yahoo.com
https://www.healandtransform.co.uk/
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Sunday 2 February is World Wetlands Day and we’re celebrating these vital wildlife 
hotspots. Join us as we explore wetlands with the birds that rely on them, and hear 
how your support is helping here in the UK and abroad. 
 
You can also enjoy our new feature, Birds of the Month. Starring six birds, you’ll find 
ID tips, what they sound like, and where to see them. This month, we’re looking at 
wetland birds, from what you might see on your local pond to the UK’s loudest wading 
bird! 
 
What will you be inspired to see this month? Why not head to an RSPB nature 
reserve for your perfect adventure! 
 
Share your Birds of the Months snaps with us at NotesonNature@rspb.org.uk and 
we’ll feature some of our favourites in a future issue. 
 

Happy World Wetlands Day! 
 
Siân Duncan 
Notes on Nature editor  
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Shop  Join 

See the six 

https://click.email.rspb.org.uk/?qs=e046e09fcc9aace0f081f4955de1bdfe7742d2746c0a14a84e21371cee061976d4165f952d776907b972a8f25cf0ba98e52a7bacaba49e8e1cfa1ee1561016f8
https://click.email.rspb.org.uk/?qs=e046e09fcc9aace0f081f4955de1bdfe7742d2746c0a14a84e21371cee061976d4165f952d776907b972a8f25cf0ba98e52a7bacaba49e8e1cfa1ee1561016f8
mailto:NotesonNature@rspb.org.uk
https://shopping.rspb.org.uk/?utm_source=notes_on_nature_20250201&utm_medium=email&utm_term=notes_on_nature&utm_content=2&utm_campaign=notes_on_nature
https://www.rspb.org.uk/membership?utm_source=notes_on_nature_20250201&utm_medium=email&utm_term=notes_on_nature&utm_content=3&utm_campaign=notes_on_nature
https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/februarys-birds-of-the-month?utm_source=notes_on_nature_20250201&utm_medium=email&utm_term=notes_on_nature&utm_content=4&utm_campaign=notes_on_nature


 

10 things every smartphone owner should do 
 
For many of us, our smartphone is an essential part of daily life – as a 
result, learning how to secure your device against threats is crucial. 
 
It only takes a few minutes to tweak to your device settings, including 
checking for security updates and enabling two-factor authentication. 
It can have a huge impact. Our expert walks you through the simple 
steps to make sure your smartphone data is protected. 
 

Booking.com scam warning 
 
Booking a holiday can be a stressful and pricey process, and 
scammers are looking to take advantage. 
 
We recently heard from one Booking.com customer who booked a 
hotel and then received suspicious messages through the 
Booking.com app, apparently from the hotel. In reality, a security 
incident had allowed fraudsters to contact her through the app. Check 
out the full story and how to spot a booking scam. 
 

Dodgy investment offers are doing the rounds 
 
An investment scam is when someone offers you a fake – but often 
convincing – opportunity to make a profit after they hand over a sum 
of money. 
 
There are some telltale signs to look out for, including companies 
contacting you out of the blue or trying to rush you into a 
decision. Make sure you're aware of the warning signs by checking 
our full list. 
 

Scam sharer tool 
 
There's now a much easier way to make us aware of scams directly 
with our scam sharer tool. Tell us your experiences of phishing 

emails, fake texts, cold calls and other types of fraud. 
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https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=e5196bf248d3685aefbffbb598981257cc06562f710a11c3b28b9510eea795e27aecc6c111fb40193f534346565f354133dcd5640e3917c683f493e4ff602035
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https://www.which.co.uk/tool/scam-sharer?utm_source=ExactTarget&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=4556135-S_SA_EM_ProdBU__20250130&mi_u=220816452&mi_ecmp=S_SA_EM_ProdBU__20250130


 

Five scam trends for 2025  
 

From deepfakes and copycat websites to fake QR codes, fraudsters 
are always utilising the latest trends and technology to make their 
scams more convincing and reach more people. 

 
To kick off the new year and get ahead of the scammers, watch out 
for these five trends and see what sophisticated tactics could be 
used. 

 

Police impersonation scam warning  

Scammers posing as police officers are spooking victims into handing 

over money and personal details. 

 

This isn't the first time we've seen this cold call scam – but alarmingly it's 

back. We take a look at the latest tactics being used, and what you 

should do if you receive a suspicious phone call. 

 

Seven phone apps to secure your privacy  

The apps you use on your smartphone every day likely hold data you'd 

rather keep private – payment information, emails, contact lists, 

documents and more. 

 

From WhatsApp and Facebook to Gmail and Outlook, our tech experts 

explain some very simple steps to secure your data and which apps you 

should download now to keep your private information safe from 

scammers.  

  

Scam sharer tool  

There's now a much easier way to make us aware of scams directly 

with our scam sharer tool. Tell us your experiences of phishing 

emails, fake texts, cold calls and other types of fraud.  
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Latest scams doing the round 

Stay in the know about recent scams that are targeting people across 
the UK. 
 
The latest warnings to be aware of include a DVLA vehicle tax scam 
and a train ticket scam on Facebook. Take a look at the full list based 
on your reports to our Which? Scam Action Alerts Facebook community 
and to our scam-sharer tool. 

 

Beware dodgy 'electric-saving devices' 

A plug-in device sold by ElectraSavvy, which claims it can save you 
money on your electricity bills is leaving some people out of pocket. 
 
Online reviews claim the device either didn’t work, didn’t arrive or they 
were subsequently charged again after buying it. Find out more about 
this dodgy product and how to avoid being conned. 

 

Job scams to watch out for 

Scammers are preying on job seekers again with appealing, but too 
good-to-be-true offers. Phoney job ads are sent via text and WhatsApp, 
which are typically used by fraudsters to groom people into an 
elaborate scam. 
 
If you or someone you know is job-hunting, check out the four latest job 
scams currently circulating, and how you can spot them. 

 

Scam sharer tool 

There's now a much easier way to make us aware of scams directly 
with our scam sharer tool. Tell us your experiences of phishing emails, 
fake texts, cold calls and other types of fraud. 
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St Columba’s Church hall 
Banners Gate Road/
Chester Road North 
Sutton Coldfield B73 6TX 

helenwilliamsmusic@gmail.com 

As millions of us gear up to travel abroad this summer, poor 
customer service and the UK’s weak passenger protections risk 
consumers having to foot the bill for airlines’ bad behaviour. If 
things go wrong, would you know your flight rights? 

Frequent flight cancellations and disregard for passenger rights 
on refunds, rerouting and compensation have become the norm 
for some airlines. And with too many companies falling far short 
of the mark with customer service, passengers can be left 
struggling to access support when things go wrong. 

Until airlines take action to raise their standards, stay better 
prepared with our free flight advice guides. And if you’ve been 
impacted by a delayed or cancelled flight, you can use our 
free flight delay tool to check your eligibility and claim 
compensation. 

mailto:helenwilliamsmusic@gmail.com
https://www.which.co.uk/consumer-rights/travel/flights?utm_medium=email&utm_source=engagingnetworks&utm_campaign=supporters&utm_content=CR+Flight+delay+tool+200724+-+Claim+compensation+for+a+delayed+flight
https://www.which.co.uk/tool/flight-delay-cancellation-compensation?utm_medium=email&utm_source=engagingnetworks&utm_campaign=supporters&utm_content=CR+Flight+delay+tool+200724+-+Claim+compensation+for+a+delayed+flight
https://www.which.co.uk/tool/flight-delay-cancellation-compensation?utm_medium=email&utm_source=engagingnetworks&utm_campaign=supporters&utm_content=CR+Flight+delay+tool+200724+-+Claim+compensation+for+a+delayed+flight
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rachel.mackay@careuk.com 

www.healthystart.nhs.uk 

mailto:rachel.mackay@careuk.com
https://www.healthystart.nhs.uk/
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"W" (Double-u) 

 (an abbreviated term for a win) 

Founded in 2020, W was 
created for winners and the 
winning mentality that we stand 
for.  Whatever you are winning 
at in life, whether that's in work, 
sport or your own business, we 
want to celebrate that! 

To us, having that winning 
mentality is giving everything 

you've got in the face of 
adversity. 

Join the Winners Circle! 

Peter Wilson - Director & Founder 

double-u.co.uk 
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https://www.double-u.co.uk/
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CSAdultSocialCare@birmingham.gov.uk 

CSAdultSocialCare@birmingham.gov.uk 

mailto:CSAdultSocialCare@birmingham.gov.uk
mailto:CSAdultSocialCare@birmingham.gov.uk
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nasar.mahmood@bsettlement.org.uk 

www.birminghamsettlement.org.uk 

 

mailto:nasar.mahmood@bsettlement.org.uk
https://www.birminghamsettlement.org.uk/
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www.birminghamsettlement.org.uk 

 

www.birminghamsettlement.org.uk 

https://www.birminghamsettlement.org.uk/
https://www.birminghamsettlement.org.uk/
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Donate now 
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https://buddybagfoundation.co.uk/
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SUTTON COLDFIELD JAZZ CLUB 

At Boldmere Sports & Social Club 

323, Boldmere Road, Sutton Coldfield 

                                 West Midlands B73 5HQ 
      

 

Every Wednesday night: 8pm to 10.30pm (Doors open 7pm) 

All Welcome-Pay at the Door (No Club Membership Fee) 

Live Jazz Bands, Bar, Parking, Dancing & Socialising 

We look forward to seeing you to be entertained  

for a great night out. 

For details of the Bands playing and entrance price, please 
see our Facebook Page as listed below:  

https:/

 SUTTON COLDFIELD ACOUSTIC  
GUITAR CLUB 

At The Legion Club, Rectory Road, Sutton Coldfield 
West Midlands B75 7AL  

     
The First Tuesday of every month: 8pm to 10.30pm 

(Doors open 7.30pm) 
All Welcome- Guitarists, Guitar singers, and Listeners. 

Pay at the Door (No Club Membership Fee) £3.00 entrance fee 
Live Music, Bar, Parking, & Socialising 

We look forward to seeing you to be entertained  
for a great night out. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For more details, please see our Facebook Page as listed below:  

https://www.facebook.com/The-Sutton-Coldfield-Acoustic-
Guitar-Club-109012558287876/ 

                      Or Contact: Sandra on 07932-395158 

  

Contact: Colin – 07966-745741   

Boldmere 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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https://scu3a.org.uk/ 

hope.bourton@englandnetball.co.uk 

https://scu3a.org.uk/
mailto:hope.bourton@englandnetball.co.uk
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www.suttonphoto.club 

www.Trinity-photography-group.com 

www.facebook.com/groups/TrinityPhotographicGroup/

https://www.suttonphoto.club/
http://www.Trinity-photography-group.com
http://www.facebook.com/groups/TrinityPhotographicGroup/
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www.suttoncoldfieldcreativestitchers.co.uk 

BIRMINGHAM COMPUTERS & 
COMPONENTS 

 
Professional supply and support for 

Business and Home in the Birmingham 
area. 

Check our web site for details of our 
services and products. We supply 

Desktops, Laptops – both new & high 
quality refurbished - Gaming 

Computers, Accessories, Web Design. 
 

0121 270 6180 
 

www.birminghamcomputershop.co.uk 
 

We look forward to being of service to you 

http://www.suttoncoldfieldcreativestitchers.co.uk/
https://birminghamcomputershop.co.uk/


 

A magical afternoon with Elaine Stoner and her beautiful flower designs ,and 
listening to her exciting life as a farmers wife .  

We meet 
monthly - 2nd 
Tuesday 2.15 
pm All Saints 
Church Hall, 
Foley Rd East, 
B74 3EX.  

 

Further 

details : Chris 

Reeves 

tel.   0121 354 

6264 
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STREETLY FLOWER ARRANGERS’ CLUB 
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Our final meeting of 2024 was a wonderfully loud and festive affair! A 
local florist, Clare Handsaker came along and gave us a 
demonstration on wreath making. How easy did she make it look? 
With just foliage from the garden, a moss ring, some wire, and an 
awful lot of talent, she produced a beautiful wreath in what seemed 
like a few minutes. We took advantage of Clares' artistic flair by 
getting her to choose the best dressed member, and there were plenty 
to choose from, as most members had come in Christmas jumpers, 
earrings, and even a lady father Christmas! Along with a fabulous 
buffet it was a lovely evening, enjoyed by all.  
 
We don't hold a meeting in January, so we meet again the second 
Thursday in February. We meet at Banners Gate Community Church 

in Westwood Road, from 7.30p.m. till 9.45p.m. If you have any interest 
in gardening, please come along and see us. We have different 
speakers each month on all subjects from wildlife to compost making, 
fuchsias to hydrangeas. Please take a look at our website or Facebook 
page to see exactly what we get up to. 
 
If you would like any more information, please give Gail our secretary a 

call on 0121 353 3373 or 07307857440 

The Sutton Coldfield Fuchsia Society & Gardening Guild. 
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More on next page 



81 



 

These ladies meet in the Botanico Café in House of Fraser every 
Wednesday at noon for a couple of hours of knitting, crocheting 
and other gentle sports.  Full instruction given to beginners. 
Go on, give it a try, you may enjoy it, at least you’ll learn 
something. 
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Email: s.summerfield@ageconcernbirmingham.org.uk 

 

Do you want your advert 
here, for free of charge. 

 
Email 

bgatepost@gmail.com 

mailto:s.summerfield@ageconcernbirmingham.org.uk
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Hope Food North Birmingham 
are currently looking for a new 
base in/around Sutton 
Coldfield.  We need it to store 

food and prepare food bags.  We would need 
access in the day and evening Monday to 
Friday.   We run 3 food banks weekly in 
Erdington, Falcon Lodge and Mere Green.   If 
anyone has any premises with vehicle access 
that they would think would suit us, please get 
in touch.  Thank you.  

T: 07869 822502   E: info@hopefood.org.uk 
 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO SUPPORT OUR 
WORK, PLEASE MAKE A DONATION USING 

THIS LINK. 
https://link.justgiving.com/v1/charity/donate/
charityId/3143929?
tipScheme=TipJar2.1&reference=givingcheckout_tj
21 

 
Hope Food – North Birmingham.  A charitable incorporated 

organisation registered in England.  Charity registration 
number 1195019. 

Registered office 407 Jockey Road, Sutton Coldfield B73 5XH 

mailto:info@hopefood.org.uk
https://link.justgiving.com/v1/charity/donate/charityId/3143929?tipScheme=TipJar2.1&reference=givingcheckout_tj21
https://link.justgiving.com/v1/charity/donate/charityId/3143929?tipScheme=TipJar2.1&reference=givingcheckout_tj21
https://link.justgiving.com/v1/charity/donate/charityId/3143929?tipScheme=TipJar2.1&reference=givingcheckout_tj21
https://link.justgiving.com/v1/charity/donate/charityId/3143929?tipScheme=TipJar2.1&reference=givingcheckout_tj21
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Age concern no longer have their: 
Our Trusted Tradesperson Scheme has 
the right trade, whatever you job. From 
builders to plumbers and electricians all of 
our tradespeople are vetted, DBS checked 
and working to current guidelines. 
 
But you could try the NO ROGUE TRADERS 
HERE scheme run by many councils, 
including Birmingham. 
 
No Rogue Traders Here works in partnership 
with Trading Standards to keep a list of 
traders across the West Midlands who have 
been interviewed and quality checked.  
 
Click here for the link that takes you through 
the Birmingham City Council website for 
additional confirmation. 

 
Contact number above if interested. 

Do you want your advert 
here, for free of charge. 

 
Email 

bgatepost@gmail.com 

https://noroguetradershere.com/
https://noroguetradershere.com/
https://noroguetradershere.com/
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/20108/trading_standards/1058/find_an_approved_trader


 

Discourage lawless individuals from breaking into your 
property with the modern security systems we provide for 
properties throughout Birmingham. Based in Great Barr, 
we are a small family-run business committed to 
providing state-of-the-art security systems which 
effectively protect your property from harm. Primarily 
serving domestic and commercial customers, we design, 
supply, install, commission, and service all security 
systems in full accordance and compliance with the latest 
British and European standards. From supplying high-
tech CCTV systems and Burglar Alarms to installing fob 
Access Control systems and Fire Alarms, we are the first 
choice when you want to increase your property’s 
security. To arrange a free, no-obligation consultation for 
any of the security systems we supply, please get in 
touch.   

Phone no. 0121 386 2639 
Email: info@cw-sec.co.uk  Website: www.cw-sec.co.uk 
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0121 323 4200 

 

Facebook: Only Rosie’s 

Instagram: onlyrosiescakes 
Email: rosie_p25@hotmail.co.uk 

www.healthystart.nhs.uk 

Erdington  Methodist Church, 

Station Road 

mailto:info@cw-sec.co.uk
http://www.cw-sec.co.uk/
mailto:Email:%20rosie_p25@hotmail.co.uk
https://www.healthystart.nhs.uk/
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Contact Michelle on 07933 986 869 
Monday - Friday 10am to 5pm 
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 luchubbard@hotmail.com 

  www.teachitright.com 

2022 

mailto:luchubbard@hotmail.com
mailto:www.teachitright.com
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Monday & Wednesday 
 

Blue Coats School Gym 
 

WS1 2ND 
 

Kids: 6.00pm—7.00pm 

Tuesday 
 

Mere Green 
 

Community Centre 
 

Adults & Juniors: 
 

7.00pm—8.30pm 

Wednesday 
 

Sutton Girls’ School 
 

(Dance Studio at the 
Back of the building) 

 
Adults & Juniors (12+): 

7.00pm—8.30pm 

Thursday 
 

All Saints’ Church Hall 
 

Kids: 6.00pm—7.00pm 
 

Adults: 7.00pm—8.30pm 

*Multi-style martial arts club welcome students of all ages and abilities* 
 

*Enthusiastic and  experienced instructors* 
 

*Four chances to grade a year for lower grades* 
 

*Local and national kickboxing and jujitsu competitions open to all students* 
 

Contact Gary on 07921 132 860 
 

or email: chong.fouroaks@gmail.com  

         *Established in the area for over 22 years* 

Mondays & Wednesdays 
Blue Coat C.E. Academy, Birmingham Street, Walsall WS1 2ND 

Kids  6.00pm  -  7.00pm 
Adults  7.00pm  -  8.30pm 

Pregnancy YogaLates 
Class 

Pregnancy YogaLates 
Class 

mailto:chong.fouroaks@gmail.com
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New Horizons Counselling Services.  

The Community Hall, Reay Nadin Drive, Sutton Coldfield.  

If you would like to know about our service ring the number above 

Or visit our web site www.newhorizonscounselling.org. 

WDC Service Solutions Ltd 
Complete Door Security and Access Solutions 

WDC can repair the following products: UPVC WINDOWS, 
HANDLES, HINGES, LOCKS, ROLLERS FOR PATIO DOORS, 

SECURITY, UPGRADES, REPAIRS TO UPVC DOORS, TIMBER 
DOOR REPAIRS, REPLACEMENT DOORS, GARAGE DOOR 

REPAIRS, REPAIR OR REPLACE, FAULTY CABLES, HANDLES 
AND LOCKS, REMOTE CONTROLS, REPLACEMENT FOBS, 

NEW GARAGE DOOR SYSTEMS, FREE QUOTATIONS. 
www.wdcservicesolutions.com  service@wdcservicesolutions.com 

sales@wdcservicesolutions.com  T: 0121 285 3222 
Unit 16 C, Maybrook Business Park, Maybrook Road,  

Minworth. B76 1AL 
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HATHA YOGA 
 

Banners Gate 
 

Community Hall, 
 

Thursdays 10.00 -11.00 a.m. 

Beginners class £5.50 per session 

Please call Tricia on 07954 403943.  

The Banners Gate Community Hall is 
available at various times during the week, 

including weekends. 
The hall is approx. 38’ x 21’  

(11.6m x 6.4m) 
The kitchen is approx. 11’ x 7’  

(3.4m x 2.2m) 
The Jarrett room is approx. 13’ x 8’  

(4m x 2.5m) 
The ladies has 2 cubicles and a nappy 

changing table.  There is a gents/disabled 
toilet. 

The building is step-free. 
For further booking information go to: 

www.bannersgatecommunityassociation.org 

Public Speaking for Absolute 
Beginners  

by Sally Jenkins 
Tips on constructing and presenting 

all types of speeches.  
Available on Amazon or direct from 

the author: 
sallysjenkins@btinternet.com   0121 

0777 333 9214 

Banners Gate Community  

Hall Coffee Mornings.  

The next is on 18th February 

and will be from 9.30 a.m. to 

noon - note new times. 

 

  

 

http://www.newhorizonscounselling.org
http://www.bannersgatecommunityassociation.org
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SWIMMING LESSONS 
for ages 4 and upwards: 

Wednesday & Friday Evenings 
Local Pools ~ All Abilities 

Badge Work ~ Qualified Instructors 
0121 353 6616 

www.swimminglessonsinsuttoncoldfield.co.uk 

Plastering internal & external 
specialist 
Includes: Dry lining  -  Plaster 
boarding  -  Artex re-skimming  -  
Replacement walls & ceilings  -  
Painting / Decorating  -  Carpentry 
 

Lee Nugent 
 

36 Banners Gate Road 
Sutton Coldfield  B73 6RX 

Office: 0121 354 5446 
Mobile: 07934 15 19 20 
Lee.nugent1@virginmedia.com 

           0 – 13 months 
    Baby Development Class 
 

Wednesdays 9.30, 11.00 and 12.30 
 

 

Music, singing, exercise, massage, signing, light 
shows, bubbles, bells, tickly feathers  and 

many more!!   For more details:  
 

Call Tracy Jones on 07753 82 56 22 
 

Email: suttoncoldfield@babysensory.co.uk 

www.rhythmcircle.co.uk 

HOME TUITION 
 

Key Stage Two SATs tuition:  
English comprehension, spelling, punctuation, and grammar.  

 

Spanish and French: leisure courses and 
exam preparation to GCSE and A-level.  

 

Tracy:  0780 329 3351 

 

Create the best party possible for your little ones 
Birthdays, Weddings, Christenings, Fetes, School Workshops, Plays and much more 

We can cater for anything including: Full Party Entertainment, Mascots, Soft Play, Bouncy Castles, Face 
Painting, 

and Pamper Parties    Facebook: Lucky Buntys Twitter: @LuckyBuntys 

12 Chester Gardens, B73 5BF   0770 7006802 

mailto:Lee,nugent1@virginmedia.com
mailto:suttoncoldfield@babysensory.co.uk
http://www.rhythmcircle.co.uk
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 Lovelight crystals and healing gemstone 
jewellery available at Bert and Gerts!  

 

WWW.BERTANDGERTS.CO.UK 

 
Calebs Rainbows is the dream of 
Rosemary Ferrell a great grandmother 
with a passion for making beautiful dolls 
with a story. “Every doll is different”. 
Rosemary loves all things creative, be it 
sewing, knitting, drawing, or baking and 
she has, having been to college, 
decided to turn her hobby into a 
business as there is a demand for her 
products. 

https://bertandgerts.co.uk/


Banners Gate Community Church - Events 

 
Monday, Thursday, Friday - Baby Phonics 

Contact email: Jenna@robotreg.co.uk for times and availability  

 
Tuesday and Wednesday - Baby Sensory 

Contact Tracy at email: suttoncoldfield@babysensory.co.uk for times and 
availability 

 

 

Please visit our website at  

 

https://www.bannersgatechurch.com/ 

The Scout Hut  -  Coppice View Road  -  Sutton Coldfield  -  B73 6UE. 

Tai Chi Class 

Every Tuesday morning at 11.45 to 12.45. 

The cost is £5 per person. Everyone is welcome and all abilities  

are catered for in a relaxing and enjoyable environment. 

If anyone needs further details, please contact me on  

01543 480151 

 St Columba’s Church Hall 
 

Hall letting for St Columba’s Church.  
 

Weekday lettings are available for the large Church Hall which includes a  
well equipped kitchen.  

 

Entrance to the hall is step free and is suitable for wheel chair access 
throughout the premises. 

 
Male, Female and disabled toilet facilities  

 
All enquiries to Alison via email please.  

 
st.columbahall@yahoo.com 
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mailto:Jenna@robotreg.co.uk
mailto:suttoncoldfield@babysensory.co.uk
https://www.bannersgatechurch.com/
mailto:st.columbahall@yahoo.com


Bookings 

Banners Gate Community Hall  -  Coffee Mornings, third Tuesday of the month 

The next is on 18th February  -  at 9.30 to noon, please note new times. 

97 

welcome          what’s on            hire our hall           view our hall             committee           contact           links 

As a community hall we are trying to create activities for the benefit of the 
community so if you have any ideas in that direction, please get in touch and 

share those ideas with us—no obligation. 
If you need any information please message on 07964 213 229 

https://www.bannersgatecommunityassociation.org/bg2/hallhire.php
https://www.bannersgatecommunityassociation.org/bg2/index.php
https://www.bannersgatecommunityassociation.org/bg2/whatson.php
https://www.bannersgatecommunityassociation.org/bg2/hallhire.php
https://www.bannersgatecommunityassociation.org/bg2/viewourhall.php
https://www.bannersgatecommunityassociation.org/bg2/contact.php
https://www.bannersgatecommunityassociation.org/bg2/links.php
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Useful telephone 
numbers 

  Sutton and Kingstanding 

Police: 101 

Good Hope: 424 2000 

Outpatients: 424 2000 

NHS Health helpline: 

Call 111 it’s 24/7 

Citizens Advice 

03444 111 444 

BANNERS GATE 
COUNSELLING CENTRE 

 

Accessible and Affordable 
Counselling to Adults in the 

Community.  The Upper Room 
St. Michael’s House 
198 Boldmere Road 

Sutton Coldfield 
Tel : 0121 354 6544 
For information or an 

appointment please ring after 
10 a.m. daily, except 

Wednesday 

Banners Gate 
Community hall 
Coffee Mornings 

The next is on 
18th February 

starting at 9.30a.m. 
until noon, please 
note new times. 

DAY/TIME ACTIVITY VENUE CONTACT TEL. 

Sun  (1st) 10.30 –2.30 pm 
10.00 am 

10.30 am (fortnightly) 
11.00 am 

7.30—8.30pm 

Create at Gate with K & S 
Family Communion 
Sunday Gathering 
Chikara Karate Kai 
Soul Yoga -1st Sunday 

Community Hall 
St. Columba's 
Banners Gate CC 
Scout Hall 
Community Hall 

Kathy Weston 
 
Nigel Willis 
Paul Murphy    07837 
Cath Hussey 

628 6651 
354 5873 
353 0230 
39 57 89 
 

Mon                  6.00—7.00 
11amto12.00pm 

1.00—2.00 
5.45—6.45   

7.30 – 9.00 pm            
                      
 

Self |Defence & Fitness 
Sign Language Classes 
Sign Language Classes 
Sign Language Classes 
Line Dancing 
 
 

Community Hall 
Community Hall 
Community Hall 
Community Hall 
Community Hall 
 
 

Adam Claxton       07376 
Shakila Kosar       07825 
Shakila Kosar       07825 
Shakila Kosar       07825 
Diane Pursall 
 
 

27 90 15 
255042 
255042 
255042 
747 4659 
 
 

Tues          9.15 -  1.15pm.    
3rd Tues 9.15 - 12.00pm 

11.45am  - 12.45pm 
 8.00 – 9.00  

7.45 pm 
 

Born to Spa, Baby Spa 
Coffee Morning 3rd Tuesdays 
Tai Chi 
Line Dancing 
Chikara Karate Kai 

Community Hall 
Community Hall 
Scout Hut 
Community Hall 
St. Columba's 

Anna Madge      07833 
Dave Cockbill 
Neil  Rankine    07721 
Diane Pursall 
Paul Murphy       07837 

45 70 74 
 
67 09 13 
747 4659 
39 57 89 

Wed          9.30, 11.00 &12 
10.30 - 12.30 
6.30 — 7.30 

7.00 pm 

Baby Sensory 
Guide Dog Training 
Pregnancy Yoga 
SlimmingWorld 

Banners Gate CC 
Community Hall 
 
St Columba’s 

Tracy Jones     0775 
Madge Nightingale 
 
Karen                07759 

82 56 22 
360 0286  
 
17 02 89 

                                                       
Thurs      10.00—11.00 am 

12  -  2.00 
6.30 – 9.45 pm 

(3rd of each month) 7.00 pm 
 

 
Yoga 
Home Education W Mids 
Zig Zag Dance Studio 
Townswomen's Guild 
 

 
Community Hall 
Community Hall 
St. Columba's  
Banners Gate CC 
 

  
Tricia                  07954 
Pauls & Kelly       07891 
 Warren               01902 
Sue Nation 
 

 
40 39 43 
82 63 80 
897 900 
353 4114 
 

Fri               9.30  -  11.15                     
5.00-6.30 

7.00  -  8.00  pm       
5.00   -   6.30 

 The Creation Station 
Repertoire Dance Studio 
Sign Language Classes 
Amalia’s Dance Academy 
 

Community Hall 
Community Hall 
Community Hall 
Community Hall 

Avne Wilson         07793 
Chloe Lloyd          07729 
Shakila Kosar       07825 
Amalia                  07535 

54 26 48 
47 79 46 
25 50 42 
60 40 44 

1st Saturday Yoga and Pilates Community Hall                            

Girlguiding gives girls and young women a voice.....has done so for 100 years.....be part of the next 100 
Could you spare 1½ hours a week to help with the St Columba’s Guide unit? Gain real satisfaction in volunteering and helping to ensure 

girls in Banners Gate aged 10 – 14 can continue to enjoy games, projects, badges and outings at Guides. 
There are also places available in both Brownie units in September for girls aged 7 or 8. 

For more information contact Carol Gardner on 350 7191. 
 

      Day/Time                   Activity                     Venue                       Contact                   Tel 
Mon 6.00 - 7.30pm    39th Brownies     St Columba's Hall                                          354 5873 
Tues 6.00 - 7.30pm   45th Brownies     St Columba's Hall           Carol Gardner        350 7191 
Thurs 5.00 - 6.00pm  39th Rainbows    St Columba's Hall                                          354 5873 

33rd Sutton Coldfield Scout Group,  
H.Q. Coppice View Road 

Monday    Beavers  5.30 p.m. – 6.45 p.m. ages 6 – 8 years 
      Scouts     7.00 p.m. – 9.00 p.m. ages 10 ½ – 14 years 
Tuesday    Beavers  5.40 p.m. – 6.40 p.m. ages 6 – 8 years 
      Cubs       7.00 p.m. – 8.30 p.m. ages 8 – 10 ½ years 
Thursday  Cubs       7.00 p.m. – 8.30 p.m. ages 8 – 10 ½ years 

Contact 0121 353 5203 
Email: margaretdrummond1@btinternet.com 

 
 

Thurs. 20th February - Birmingham Blitz 

Thurs. 20th March - AGM 
 

Our vibrant Guild meets on the 3rd 
Thursday of the month, 7.00 - 10.00 in 

the Westwood Hall,  
Banners Gate Community Church. 
Contact Sue Nation on 353 4114 

The 18th Sutton Coldfield West 
Scout Group and the 15th 
Sutton Coldfield West Scout 
Group have merged and are 
now named the 33rd  
Headquarters are at the Scout 
Hut, Coppice View Road.  
B73 6UE. 

 

 

St Columba’s 
Church 

Coffee Morning 

Every Friday of  
the month 

10.00  -  Noon 

All Welcome 

For details see website at www.stcolumbasbannersgate.co.uk

www.bannersgatechurch.com

The Townswomen's Guild  Banners Gate Community Church 

 Westwood Road. B73 6UH 

We currently meet fortnightly on Sunday 

mornings from 10.30am for fellowship, 

worship, prayer and learning together in an 

informal setting, with other gatherings 

throughout the week. 

To find out more visit our website at 

www.bannersgatechurch.com. 

UNIFORMED ORGANISATIONS: 
Scouts:  Margaret Drummond,  33rd GSL    
353 5203    Girlguiding: Carol Gardner, 
Vesey West District Commissioner  350 7191 

BOOKING SECRETARIES: 
Community Hall mobile:  075 65 54 68 21 
Banners Gate CC - Nigel Willis   07711 284562  
St. Columba's     -   Alison Jolley st.columbahall@yahoo.com 
Scout Hall           -   A & R Talliss  353 8166 

http://www.stcolumbasbannersgate.co.uk
http://www.bannersgatechurch.com
http://www.bannersgatechurch.com/
mailto:st.columbahall@yahoo.com

