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Rob Pocock:   

BRING BACK A BOLDMERE 
PHARMACY! 

If you ever go shopping on 
Boldmere High Street you’ll have spotted the 
closure of the Boots Chemist (pharmacy) 

store last year. Since that time we have been 
calling for a new pharmacy to be re-instated in 

the Boldmere shopping area. You would think 
this was a straightforward job, but that’s far 
from the truth! Read on to see how YOU can 

help the cause.  

The NHS have to issue a ‘dispensing contract’ 

to anyone wanting to run a pharmacy. As we 
mentioned last year, the NHS has a very long-
winded way of doing this but things are now 

in motion at last. When Boots closed, they 
returned their ‘dispensing contract’ to the 

NHS. The NHS can then ‘re-tender’ the 
contract for other local pharmacy companies 
or independents, to apply to take it back on. 

BUT … before they can do this, they have to 
run a survey to make sure it’s still needed. 

That’s what is happening now, and it will help 
enormously if YOU can make this point via the 
survey.  This link will take you to the online 

survey: Birmingham and Solihull 

Pharmaceutical Needs Assessment Public 

Survey. It’s a very fancy title - but don’t be 
put off, it’s really simple and should only 

take 5 minutes. All you really need to do is 
basically this:  

Q4 in space at end, put ‘bring back a 

pharmacy to Boldmere’ 

Q11 say NO and then in Q12 say ‘bring 

back a pharmacy to Boldmere’ 

Q15 just put ‘bring back a pharmacy to 
Boldmere’. 

If you can’t access the online link in this 
newsletter, just drop me an email to 

rob.pocock@birmingham.gov.uk and I’ll send 
you a copy you can print off and post back to 
the local NHS. Note you need to do this 

before the closing date 14th May. Please 
also pass this news on to anyone else you 

think may wish to support this. Also by the 
way, a new pharmacy does not need to use 
the old Boots store, which is probably too big 

anyway for an independent pharmacy. A new 
pharmacy can open up in any vacant 

premises in the Boldmere shopping centre 
once they secure the new ‘dispensing 
contract’ from the NHS. We will keep you 

updated with progress.  

 

 192nd  April 2025 

Banners Gate & Parklands 
 

 Community & Neighbourhood Forum  

bannersgateneighbourhoodforum.com  

The Forum had an AGM at the Banners Gate Community Hall on Thursday 27th March.  Two 

police officers were present, one from Sutton Coldfield and one from Kingstanding,  Apart from 

other matters, we had a long discussion on the anti-social behaviour at the Greenway, which will 

continue next meeting on Thursday 29th May at 7.30pm when a progress report will be given. 

For a progress report on the bins collection situation, please read Rob Pocock piece below and 

also the item on page 10.  
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community vibe. The fantastic weather 
only added to the festive spirit, making it 
one of the most successful food festivals 
the town has seen. A huge thank you to 
the organisers, traders, and volunteers 
who made it all possible! 

 
Over the Easter holidays, Sutton Coldfield 
was a hub of family-friendly fun. From 
Easter egg hunts in our parks to creative 
workshops at the library and bustling cafés 
full of families enjoying spring treats, the 
community really made the most of the 
break. A special thanks to our local 
attractions and businesses for hosting 
such fantastic activities! 

Annual Town Council Meeting – Have Your 

Say! The Annual Town Council Meeting 

will take place on Wednesday 7th May 

from 6pm. This important event is your 

chance to hear about the council’s work 

over the past year, plans for the future, and 

to ask questions or share your thoughts. 

Everyone is welcome—let’s continue to 

shape our town together. Until next time 

Gatepost readers, have a great month. 

Bins Bulletin  

At the time of writing the ‘bins dispute’ is still 
going on. But the Police have now stepped in 
to prevent the obstructive picketing at the 
depots, and that means the crews who are 
still at work can run a basic collection service 

for your general ‘grey bin’ 
waste.  So please still put out your 
grey bin for collection on your 
normal day.  

  

Once the strikes are over, the Council 
is bringing in a major upgrade in the bin service. A 
note on this should have been in your Council Tax letter. 
Not before time!  

Max Hatton:  

Gatepost April 

Hello Gatepost Readers! I hope you’ve all 
enjoyed the recent nice weather and a Happy 
Easter to you all! 

The sun was shining and the streets were 
bustling as the Sutton Coldfield Food Festival 
brought the town centre to life! Thousands of 
residents and visitors came out to enjoy a 
weekend filled with mouth-watering street 
food, local produce, live music, and a buzzing 
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amymillichope@outlook.com Just in time, thank you Amy. 

mailto:amymillichope@outlook.com


John Cooper:  

We certainly live in interesting times, the bin strike 
continues and one must admire those non striking staff 
and agency workers who at least in Sutton Coldfield offer 

something similar to a normal service, at least collecting the 
household waste. We have all read much about the causes of the 
strike and how many personnel it actually affects but one thing is 
crystal clear; the creation of the grade of the job the council now 
wishes to remove is the very job that was introduced to settle the 
dispute in 2017. We in Sutton Coldfield do not face the piles of 
rubbish on the streets that inner city Birmingham face on a daily 
basis but there are parts of Sutton that are very much affected. 

The sale of the Coleshill Road Nursery is another great blow to 
Sutton Coldfield, especially as the Town Council has been buying its 
florals from the Birmingham nursery service. Speaking for myself; in 
a cooperative relationship the cost of the Coleshill Road Nursery 
could have been saved by BCC if the facility had just transferred to 
the Town’s ownership. The Town now supplies and manages all the 
florals, hanging baskets and rail-hanging planters and tubs 
throughout the town and will now have to buy these plants from 
outside sources.  

The sale of any pre 1974 asset is a real loss to the Town as BCC 
pursue its fire sale throughout the wider City area. The Town will be 
poorer for it going forward as we are following the sale of the Town 
Council offices in King Edward’s Square some years ago. 

On a totally separate matter, I am sorry to report that our efforts, so 
far, to secure a crossing on Antrobus Road from the Boldmere 
Spinney to Mossy Bank for the school children at Boldmere J&I 
school, have been rejected by the Highways engineers having 
taken the view of others due it is said to other priorities. We will 
continue to fight for this important safety measure for parents and 
children. 

John Cooper April ‘25 

https://suttoncoldfieldtowncouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/
uploads/2024/10/Strategic-Plan-Consultation.pdf 
 
townrangers@suttoncoldfieldtowncouncil.gov.uk  
 
johncooper@suttoncoldfieldtowncouncil.gov.uk 
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The heather has all been mowed.  It is 
clear to see as it is a different colour but 
cut short. 

The wooden frame on the butterfly 
patch has all disappeared and not a lot 
growing.  

Good news that the old dustbin and 
contents at the Cooksey Lane Car Park 
have been taken by the council.  It has 
remained clean up to now. 
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Not much growing on the 
butterfly patch although 
there are some, as yet, 
unidentified seedlings. 

But two rose 
bushes are 

growing well. 

Sadly, the 
litter bin 
looks like 
it’s been 
attacked by 
foxes or the 
wind. 



book a slot at a Household Recycling Centre 
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https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/50277/household_recycling_centres/94/book_a_hrc_appointment
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This is our monthly newsletter with information about funding available to eligible 
voluntary, community, faith and social economy organisations (VCFSEs). In this 
newsletter we share opportunities both within Birmingham City Council as well as 
funding available 'externally'. 

Highlights of this month's Funding Bulletin (more detail below the 
introduction): 

• Good news for Neighbourhood Forums in Birmingham (NDSU) 

• Deadline approaching - The Lord Mayor of Birmingham's Charity - Funds for 
local not-for-profit organisations and charities that impact the people of Birmingham 
- applications close Friday 25 April 

• Changes to The National Lottery's Reaching Communities grants 

• Heritage at Risk Capital Fund - aimed at preserving England's most 
vulnerable historic sites 

• New grant fund, Roots & Routes for youth-led (18-30) organisations, who are 
fighting for climate justice in England 

Barclays 'Community Football Fund' is now 'Barclays Community Sport Fund' 
opening this month. 

You may already be aware of / subscribed to our NDSU Newsletter, which shares 
information relevant to VCFSEs in the city - read the April edition online. 

If you have been forwarded this newsletter, or are reading it via an online link, you 
can sign up to receive our newsletters online to receive them directly to your inbox. 

If you have anything you would like to share in a future newsletter, or if you have 
been successful with funding please let us know – we'd love to hear from 
you. ndsu@birmingham.gov.uk 

Kind regards 
Neighbourhood Development and Support Unit (NDSU) 
Neighbourhoods, City Operations, Birmingham City Council 

Learn more about NDSU 

Click View in Browser for more news 

RESET RESHAPE RESTART 
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Thank you Terry W 



Under the new Friends First Project, Age Concern Birmingham are now able to offer their Befriending 
Service across Birmingham city. 
On an assessed basis, our Community Reconnectors can provide up to 10 weeks support to individuals who 
may be isolated/vulnerable or feeling unconfident about accessing/ engaging in the wider community. 
This project also offers new social experiences/encourages new friendships through our tailored support. 
Further support is also offered through our new friendship groups situated in Sutton Coldfield and across 
the city. 
  
Please contact 0121 362 3650 for more information if: 
  
*You are feeling isolated, or would welcome the chance to meet new people in your community. 
*Maybe you already run a coffee morning/community group and would like to work with us to widen your 
reach. 
 *You would like to increase your social opportunities.   
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slimmingworld.co.uk 

sharedreading@foliosuttoncoldfield.org.uk 

 Classes at St Columba’s Church 
 

Monday  Brownies  6 o’clock 
Tuesday  Brownies  6 o’clock 
Thursday  Rainbows 
Friday  Coffee Morning, see above 
Sunday  Morning Worship 10 o’clock 

 

 Hope Food North Birmingham are currently looking for a new base 
in/around Sutton Coldfield.  We need it to store food and prepare 
food bags.  We would need access in the day and evening Monday 
to Friday.   We run 3 food banks weekly in Erdington, Falcon Lodge 
and Mere Green.   If anyone has any premises with vehicle access 
that they would think would suit us, please get in touch.  Thank you.  

 
T: 07869 822502   E: info@hopefood.org.uk 
 
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO SUPPORT OUR WORK PLEASE MAKE A DONATION USING THIS LINK: 

https://www.justgiving.com/hopefoodnb  
Hope Food – North Birmingham.  A charitable incorporated organisation registered in 
England.  Charity registration number 1195019.  Registered office 407 Jockey Road, Sutton 
Coldfield B73 5XH 

 St Columba’s Church Hall 
 

Hall letting for St Columba’s Church.  
 

Weekday lettings are available for the 
large Church Hall which includes a  

well equipped kitchen.  
 

Entrance to the hall is step free and is 
suitable for wheel chair access 

throughout the premises. 
 

Male, Female and disabled toilet facilities  
 

All enquiries to Alison via email please.  
 

st.columbahall@yahoo.com 

10:00 -12:00 

Not on 
Friday 29th 
December 

http://www.slimmingworld.co.uk
mailto:sharedreading@foliosuttoncoldfield.org.uk
mailto:info@hopefood.org.uk
https://www.justgiving.com/hopefoodnb
https://www.justgiving.com/hopefoodnb
mailto:st.columbahall@yahoo.com
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Eric Jones March 2025           
As we approach Easter, I am mindful of a true story regarding a five-year-old 
grandson. Grandma was looking after three grandchildren over the Easter 
weekend and had organised activities to entertain them all. She was brilliant with 
them, and had them making Easter bonnets and painting eggs, helping her baking 
hot cross buns along with storytelling about Easter and its meaning. The following 
week Grandma asked her young grandson what he remembered about Easter. His 
reply after some deep thought was, ‘’Jesus dies on the Friday and comes back as a 
hot cross bun on Monday.’’ Out of the mouth of babes, eh.  
Another true story involved a friend’s 
five-year-old grandson. One Friday 
the child came downstairs for 
breakfast along with his older 
brother. The older brother had the 
day off due to a teachers’ training 
day so had no uniform on, the 
younger brother also no uniform. His 
Mother said to the young son, why 
haven’t you got your school uniform 
on. He replied ‘’Same as my brother, 
Mom, no school today’’. She 
immediately told him, ‘’You’re at a 
different school, go and get your 
uniform on.  Nice try.’’ He stormed 
off in a huff and was taken, very 
reluctantly, to school by his mom.  
On picking him up from school she 

reported to her husband later that 

evening that she had a very grown-

up conversation with their son when 

he came out of school and sat in the 

car. She said, ‘’Well, how did you get 

on at school today?” His reply, 

bearing in mind he was only five-

year-old, he said in a matter-of-fact 

tone, ‘’I have had the worst day of 

my life; I hope when I get home, I 

have a more pleasant evening.’’  She 

was so shell shocked that  she had to 

choke  back the laughter.  On a later occasion she was scolding him saying, ‘’ Who 

do you think you are?’’  His reply, ‘’I’m Jake, and you are my mother.  Don’t you 

forget it.’’  This boy is destined for fame, methinks. 
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veseyward@gmail.com 

mailto:veseyward@gmail.com


St Columba’s Church hall 
Banners Gate Road/
Chester Road North 
Sutton Coldfield B73 6TX 

helenwilliamsmusic@gmail.com 
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www.scurc.org.uk 

http://www.scurc.org.uk
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I know some of you are allergic to puns so blame Margaret D.  The rest are thanks to Hazel. 



1. How many balls of marzipan should be on the top of a 

traditional Simnel cake? 
2. What flower is considered an Easter symbol? 
3. In which year did Cadbury's produce their first Easter eggs; 

[a] 1925, [b] 1865, [c] 1965 or [d] 1875? 
4. What was the purpose of the Easter Act passed in 1928 by 

the UK Parliament? 
5. What colour were the first Easter eggs dyed? 
6. In which country did the tradition of Easter eggs begin? 
7. In which sport did Nick Easter represent England? 
8. Who starred as Don Hewes in the 1948 movie "Easter 

Parade"? 
9. In Switzerland, which creature delivers Easter eggs to 

children? 
10.In which ocean is Easter Island? 
11.What is banned in the German state of Bavaria on Good 

Friday? 
12.What is the Feast of Easter officially called in the Orthodox 

Church? 
13.What is the Sunday before Easter known as? 
14.On which New York street does the annual Easter parade 

take place? 
15.What household chore is considered bad luck if carried out 

on Good Friday? 
16.Which actor played Pat Hancock in "Brookside" and Mac 

Nightingale in "Hollyoaks"? 
17.In what year were Cadbury's Creme Eggs first introduced? 
18.In which country does a massive water fight take place on 

Easter Monday? 
19.What name is given to a message or image hidden within a 

video game? 
What is the earliest possible date that Easter Sunday can 
occur? 

1. Eleven.  2. Lily.  3. [d] 1875.  4. To fix the date of Easter (it has never 

been enacted).  5. Red (to represent Christ's blood).  6. Germany.  7. Rugby 

Union.  8. Fred Astaire.  9. Easter cuckoo.  10. Pacific.  11. Dancing.  12. Pascha.  

13. Palm Sunday.  14. Fifth Avenue.  15. Washing clothes.  16. David Easter.  

17. 1963 (as Fry's Creme Eggs).  18. Poland.  19. Easter Egg.  20. March 22nd. 

Answers 
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Are you a good guesser? 
What are these objects. Answers on the bottom of page 34 

1 

2 

3 

This box 
containing an 
instrument of 
some kind 
found at an 
antique store: 

This stone 
box 

containing 
small stone 

objects:  

This plastic 
bust 

containing 
two metal 

balls held in 
with a metal 

clip:  
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Answers from page 32 
 

1.  "That is a Shore Scleroscope! It's an instrument that was used to 
test the hardness of metals. It does so by dropping a weight down the 
tube and measuring how high it bounces back, hence the numbered 

marks”. 
2.  It’s a seal/stamp set. If the bottom of each small piece is smooth, 

they are for you to custom carve your name (pen name). A lot of 
workshops in China can do it easily. Maybe your local Chinatown will 

be able to do it as well. Cool stuff.  

3.  Vintage Adam's Pluck - Em Puzzle, Lady's Bust with Marbles, 
Pluckem Made USA Risqué Trick, 1950s Joke Gag, Bar Man Cave 

Gift, 3" tall  
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Thursday 
Now at: Oscott Social Club 
Witton Lodge Road. B23 5LX 
Thursdays 8.30—8.45pm 
Fundamentals and techniques with 
practise time 
8.45—10pm 
With practise time 
Improvers / intermediate level 
Taking your tango to the next level 
*Please wear non-rubber sole shoes* 
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www.suttoncoldfieldsocietyofartists.co.uk 

If you are of a different bent, you may be interested in the two links below, sent in by John S.  

http://messybeast.com/dragonqueen/real-haynes.htm 
 

Also, I'm going to assume you've heard this but just in case: 
https://www.airliners.net/forum/viewtopic.php?t=1113747 

http://www.suttoncoldfieldsocietyofartists.co.uk
http://messybeast.com/dragonqueen/real-haynes.htm
https://www.airliners.net/forum/viewtopic.php?t=1113747
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RESET RESHAPE RESTART 

View in browser 
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https://news.comms.birmingham.gov.uk/NLI/ViewHtmlEmail.aspx?a=D860CC38B67C677BB8497486EEA61D00&b=277796C8C171A7147F4DECB7A8D33805
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HANDBOOK: 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100086596932293 

https://birmingham.connecttosupport.org/ 

https://www.calameo.com/read/00067546760ea7e9396a0
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100086596932293
https://birmingham.connecttosupport.org/
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www.applyforleap.org.uk 

https://applyforleap.org.uk/
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The year is 1964 and we ask you to join us on Friday 11th July for a 
1960’s – inspired murder mystery night, The Murder of Brother 
Bartholemew. 

Fancy your chances as a detective or know someone who thinks they are 
the next Sherlock Holmes? 

If so, then come join us after hours in the atmospheric setting of the 
Victorian Lock Up. 

There’s been a murder and we need your help to conduct the 
investigation. 

You will need to look at the evidence, follow the clues and interrogate the 
suspects in their cells as you attempt to get to the bottom of what 
happened to poor Brother Bartholemew. 

You must work out who, what, how and perhaps most chillingly of all why 
he was murdered. 

Our actors will transport you back in time in this immersive setting. 

Click on the links to get your tickets  

The Murder of Brother Bartholemew: A 1960's Murder Mystery - (west-
midlands.police.uk 

Are you ready for the challenge? Book your tickets now! 
Please feel free to dress up in your finest 1960’s themed 
attire.Tickets are priced at £24pp 

Event start at 18:30 doors open at 18:15 
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Continued on next page... 

https://s-url.co/RHUeAA
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The Lock Up has stood on Steelhouse 
Lane since 1891. In that time, it has 
seen some of Birmingham’s worst 
criminals. Join us for this special one of 
a kind event and  hear tales of true 
crime, horrendous acts and deeds. 
Come and join us on 21st  

Have ever wanted to hear about some 
of the darker stories of the Lock Up’s 
history? If so, this is the event for you! 

Join us on Sunday 8th September at 
the old Victorian Lock Up. In the very 
building these people were held, you’ll 

walk the same steps as the criminals we talk about. From our expert volunteers, 
you’ll hear tales of the real Peaky Blinders, Birmingham’s connection to Jack the 
Ripper and see some of the most notorious items in our archives. 

Time: Tours run every 20 minutes starting from 11:00am 

This event is over 18’s only 

Click on the link to get your tickets 

The Macabre Museum- Stories of Murder and Mayhem - (west-midlands.police.uk) 

Tickets are priced from £15 
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Criminals are experts at impersonating people or organisations (like 
banks, the tax office or even the police).  

They spend hours researching you for their scams, hoping you’ll let 
your guard down for just a moment. Stop and think. It could protect 
you and your money.  

Stop: Taking a moment to stop and think before parting with your 
money or information could keep you safe.  

Challenge: Could it be fake? It’s OK to reject, refuse or ignore any 
requests. Only criminals will try to rush or panic you.  

Protect: Contact your bank immediately if you think you’ve fallen for a 
scam and report it to Action Fraud here: Action Fraud 

For more information please click on the link below or see the attached 
Phone Scams Booklet 

45788196-0bc9-42a4-87cc-371f2710914e.pdf 
(neighbourhoodalert.co.uk)  

 

Attachments 
Phone Scams Booklet - Final.pdf  
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Hello everyone, 

In Action Fraud's new 
campaign, we are urging 
people planning to buy 
tickets or attend this 
summer’s events and 
concerts to stay vigilant to 
criminals. 

According to new data, 

£9.7 million was lost to 
ticket fraud in 2024 in the 

UK alone. Action Fraud, the 
national fraud and 

cybercrime reporting 
service, has launched a 

new ticket fraud awareness 

campaign, warning people 
to be alert to fraudsters trying to catch out people planning for popular and sold-out events.  

Follow our top tips to avoid falling victim to ticket fraud. 
 

• Only buy tickets from the venue’s box office, official promoter or agent, or a well-known 
ticketing website.  

• Avoid paying for tickets by bank transfer, especially if buying from someone unknown. 
Credit card or payment services such as PayPal give you a better chance of recovering 
the money if you become a victim of fraud. 

• The password you use for your email account, as well as any other accounts you use to 
purchase tickets, should be different from all your other passwords. Use three random 
words to create a strong and memorable password, and enable 2-step verification (2SV). 

• Be wary of unsolicited emails, texts or adverts offering unbelievably good deals on tickets. 

• Is the vendor a member of STAR? If they are, the company has signed up to their strict 

governing standards. STAR also offers an approved Alternative Dispute Resolution service 

to help customers with outstanding complaints. For more information visit star.org.uk/
buy_safe  

 

If you think you’ve been a victim of fraud, contact your bank immediately and report it to Action 
Fraud online at actionfraud.police.uk or by calling 0300 123 2040, or call Police Scotland on 101. 
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https://s-url.co/aF0eAA
https://s-url.co/aV0eAA
https://s-url.co/aV0eAA
https://s-url.co/al0eAA


 

Today marks the start of National Stalking Awareness Week and we 
want to help people understand what stalking is and highlight the 
support available for victims. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stalking often follows a harmful pattern known as FOUR: Fixated, 
Obsessed, Unwanted, and Repeated.  

Any persistent, unwanted contact that causes distress is stalking and 
it’s never acceptable. 

Stalking can take many forms, such as offline behaviour - visiting 
someone’s home or workplace, following them, or leaving unwanted 
gifts. 

This behaviour can also happen online such as unwanted social media 
messages, calls, texts, emails, hacking, or installing spyware. 
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Continued on next page... 



 It could be someone you know, like an ex-partner or acquaintance, or 
even a stranger. If you’re being stalked, it’s not your fault, and there is 
help available. 

Media portrayals of stalking, which sometimes romanticise obsessive 
behaviour, can make victims question their experiences. 

However, stalking and harassment aren’t romantic. They’re serious 
crimes with devastating consequences. 

Click here to watch our film to learn more about stalking and how to 
spot the signs.  

As part of our commitment to tackling stalking, we’ve been working hard 
to improve our response. We’ve implemented updated training and 
guidance for our officers and staff to ensure they better understand 
stalking and harassment behaviours. This training also focuses on 
recognising the impact on victims and using existing police powers 
effectively to pursue offenders and protect those at risk. 

If you believe you’re being stalked, here’s how you can get help: 

If you’re in immediate danger, call 999. Otherwise, you can report online 
using Live Chat or by calling police on 101. 

If you are not ready to speak to police, please reach out for support 
from the Suzy Lamplugh Trust and National Stalking Helpline.   

The unwanted, repeated attention can have a serious impact on your 
physical or mental health, as well as your day-to-day life. Some people 
who have been stalked or harassed have had to make changes to their 
daily lives; some have changed jobs or moved house. 

It's important that you get the support you need if this is something 
you're experiencing. If you're not ready to report to us, that's OK, there 
are other organisations that can give you advice and help. 

Keep a record of events: 

 
•    Note details of witnesses if there are any. 
•    Save text messages, calls, voicemails, or social media 
communications. 
•    Keep a diary of events, including dates, times, locations, and 
descriptions of incidents. 

For more advice and support on reporting stalking and harassment, visit 
our crime prevention page here  
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https://s-url.co/NqMeAA
https://s-url.co/NqMeAA
https://s-url.co/N6MeAA
https://s-url.co/OKMeAA
https://s-url.co/OaMeAA
https://s-url.co/OaMeAA


StreetWatch leaflet.pdf 
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https://www.westmidlands-pcc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/StreetWatch-Leaflet.pdf?x88178
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Are you thinking about a career change in 2025? Or know someone who is? 
Maybe a family member, friend, colleague or neighbour? 

We’re currently recruiting for a range of roles, from police officers and PCSOs to 
various police staff positions and volunteer opportunities. 

Why join us? 

Earn a starting salary of £29,907 as a police officer and watch it grow to over 
£46,000 within seven years with annual increments. 

Plus, enjoy a range of benefits like enhanced maternity/paternity pay, a great 
pension, and exclusive discounts on everything from holidays to shopping. 

There’s many ways to train as a police officer and we’re one of the only forces 
currently recruiting into a wide range of those available. Whether you're a practical 
learner, aspiring detective, or looking to earn a degree, we've got a path for you. 

We pride ourselves in creating a supportive and inclusive environment for all our 
employees, with dedicated support networks for underrepresented groups. 

Want to get a head start on your New Year’s resolution? 

Apply now and start your journey with West Midlands Police. 

Find out more and apply by clicking this link.  

Please share this message with your family, friends and neighbours. 

We wish you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

https://s-url.co/VosZAA
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sutton.coldfield.library@birmingham.gov.uk 

www.facebook.com/SuttonColdfieldLibrary 

www.twitter.com/SuttonLibrary 
www.instagram.com/suttoncoldfieldlibrary 

mailto:sutton.coldfield.library@birmingham.gov.uk
https://www.facebook.com/SuttonColdfieldLibrary
https://twitter.com/SuttonLibrary
http://www.instagram.com/suttoncoldfieldlibrary
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Streetly Community Library, Blackwood Road, Streetly, B74 3PL 
 

01922 654864  streetlylibrary@walsall.gov.uk 

mailto:streetlylibrary@walsall.gov.uk
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Kingstanding Library 
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See next page 
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www.elimlifechurch.co.uk 

 
 

Your free advertisement 
could go here. 

 
Email 

bgatepost@gmail.com. 

https://www.elimlifechurch.co.uk/
mailto:bgatepost@gmail.com
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streetlylibrary@walsall.gov.uk 

mailto:streetlylibrary@walsall.gov.uk


 
Birmingham’s Mobile Library Service  

 
For over 30 years the Mobile Library has taken library services out into many 
diverse communities across the city. 

Everyone is welcome to join the Mobile Library. You can register with us, or 
you can use your existing Birmingham library card on the vehicle. You can 
borrow a maximum of 10 items at any one time (including items borrowed 
from our other libraries). The Mobile Library vehicle carries over 3,500 items 
of stock for adults, young people and children of all ages. The stock is 
changed frequently, and new items are added regularly. 

The Mobile Library has access to the full library catalogue. It operates a free 
reservation service for any items you may wish to order. You can return items 
from other Birmingham libraries at any Mobile Library stop too. The Mobile 
Library vehicle is also fitted with a lift allowing for easy access. 

Did you know that the service comes into the heart of our community? 

It currently operates every Tuesday between 10.00 – 11.00 parked 
outside Sutton Park Academy on Coppice View Road, B73 6UE. 

Go along and see what’s on board. Use it – Or lose it! 

For more information, please use one of the methods detailed below -  

Phone: 0121 464 6171    Mobile: 07766 923344 

Email: mobile.library.service@birmingham.gov.uk 

FaceBook: Mobile Library Service - Birmingham UK    Twitter: bhammobilelib 

www.birmingham.gov.uk/mobile-library 
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mailto:mobile.library.service@birmingham.gov.uk
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/mobile-library
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www.birmingham.gov.uk/warmwelcome 

www.birmingham.gov.uk/energyhelp 

www.birmingham.gov.uk/healthystart 

http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/foodhelp 

www.birmingham.gov.uk/school-meals 

www.birmingham.gov.uk/energyscam 

www.gov.uk/check-benefits-financial-support 

www.birmingham.gov.uk/debtadviceteam 

www.birmingham.gov.uk/helpinbrum 

www.theprojectbirmingham.org 

www.bcabs.org.uk 

www.disability.co.uk 

www.ageuk.org.uk/birmingham 

www.birminghammind.org 

www.moneyhelper.org.uk 

www.stoploansharks.co.uk 

www.turn2us.org.uk 

www.bswaid.org 

england.shelter.org.uk 

www.theaws.co.uk/listen-connect 

www.rmcentre.org.uk 

www.spitfireservices.org.uk 

http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/warmwelcome
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/energyhelp
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/healthystart
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/foodhelp
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/school-meals
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/energyscam
http://www.gov.uk/check-benefits-financial-support
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/debtadviceteam
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/helpinbrum
http://www.theprojectbirmingham.org
http://www.bcabs.org.uk
http://www.disability.co.uk
http://www.ageuk.org.uk/birmingham
http://www.birminghammind.org
http://www.moneyhelper.org.uk
http://www.stoploansharks.co.uk
http://www.turn2us.org.uk
http://www.bswaid.org
http://england.shelter.org.uk
http://www.theaws.co.uk/listen-connect
http://www.rmcentre.org.uk
http://www.spitfireservices.org.uk
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Line Dancing 

Absolute Beginners Class 

to be held at 

Banners Gate Community Hall 

Tuesdays 5 - 6 pm 

Everyone welcome 

Please phone Diane 

On 07711 048 215 

For further information 
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www.ourplacesupport.org 

Email: adviceservice@ 
ourplacesupport.org 

@OurPlaceSupport 

communityconnectors@ourplacesupport.org 

Email: healandtransform@yahoo.com 

Website: www.healandtransform.co.uk 

http://www.ourplacesupport.org
mailto:adviceservice@%20ourplacesupport.org
mailto:adviceservice@%20ourplacesupport.org
mailto:communityconnectors@ourplacesupport.org
mailto:healandtransform@yahoo.com
https://www.healandtransform.co.uk/


 
 

 

67 

 



 
 
 

The results are in! This year’s Big Garden Birdwatch saw almost 600,000 of us 
come together to count over nine million birds. Thank you so much to everyone 
who took part this year. It’s a great way to help us to get a handle on how birds 
are faring, and the findings make for some interesting reading. 
 
Find out which bird came top of the flocks in 2025 – did you see the nation’s top 
bird in your count? Use the interactive buttons to look at how the results have 
changed over time, or take a look at the top 10 birds by country. 
 
We’re also looking ahead to International Dawn Chorus Day on 4 May and you 
may already have noticed more birdsong where you are. Take a look at our 
guides to birdsong by habitat to help you get to know the birds you hear. Or head 
to an RSPB nature reserve for one of our special dawn chorus events. 

 
Wishing you a wonderful week with nature.  
Siân Duncan 
Notes on Nature editor  
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Shop  Join 

Reveal the results 

https://shopping.rspb.org.uk/?utm_source=notes_on_nature_20250201&utm_medium=email&utm_term=notes_on_nature&utm_content=2&utm_campaign=notes_on_nature
https://www.rspb.org.uk/membership?utm_source=notes_on_nature_20250201&utm_medium=email&utm_term=notes_on_nature&utm_content=3&utm_campaign=notes_on_nature
https://www.rspb.org.uk/membership?utm_source=notes_on_nature_20250201&utm_medium=email&utm_term=notes_on_nature&utm_content=3&utm_campaign=notes_on_nature
https://www.rspb.org.uk/whats-happening/big-garden-birdwatch/results?sourcecode=BWMBBE0085&utm_source=notes_on_nature_20250412&utm_medium=email&utm_term=notes_on_nature&utm_content=4&utm_campaign=notes_on_nature


  
 
 
 
 
 

Scam Alerts  
 

Identity fraud is on the rise  
 

Identity theft is when a fraudster steals parts of your identity, such as 
your name, address and phone number, in order to commit identity 
fraud. It was the most prevalent type of fraud reported last year 
according to fraud prevention service, Cifas. 
 
It can happen to anyone and scammers are now using artificial 
intelligence technology to scale their attacks. Our experts explain what 
you should do if you become a victim.  
 

How to stop scam pop-ups on Windows  
 

Scam pop-ups on your computer are designed to cause panic, using 
urgent messages, flashing warnings and fake alerts to grab your 
attention. Click a link, and you risk handing over your personal 
information to fraudsters. 
 
Our Tech Support experts have found an effective way to keep your 
data safe. Follow their simple steps to adjust your PC settings and 
keep your computer protected  
 

Shopping scam alert  
 

Purchase scams, where you pay for something you never receive, 
continue to lure victims in with tempting offers and adverts online. 
 
Which? is warning online shoppers to be cautious of offers that seem 
too good to be true after spotting several scam ads this week. Find out 
what we discovered and how you can spot, avoid and report a 
purchase scam.  
 

Scam sharer tool  
 
There's now a much easier way to make us aware of scams directly 
with our scam sharer tool. Tell us your experiences of phishing emails, 
fake texts, cold calls and other types of fraud.  
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https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=e65b32a2ebc8b913b59e0a5b3d6587738f454025d38016ec763547748e9b84ec156dec9e07de1514db68cb8858afbe7f9da4961518a553b5844c21466480cf9c
https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=e65b32a2ebc8b913b59e0a5b3d6587738f454025d38016ec763547748e9b84ec156dec9e07de1514db68cb8858afbe7f9da4961518a553b5844c21466480cf9c
https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=e65b32a2ebc8b913abe62ee1d5618795a31753c6480f270e16912ce6914feff79143fcf5e05b6c9f947705852cbcc26c9d72c50aa6804513d5835cf032d279f4
https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=e65b32a2ebc8b913797e9a339bf63d5753e894bf9eea0dc497c3135cafb2d66ab3b62f6c479a81f8306191babb1a8f9c89b2a7300b0776b9ebd881c53c42de6a
https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=e65b32a2ebc8b913797e9a339bf63d5753e894bf9eea0dc497c3135cafb2d66ab3b62f6c479a81f8306191babb1a8f9c89b2a7300b0776b9ebd881c53c42de6a
https://www.which.co.uk/tool/scam-sharer?utm_source=ExactTarget&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=4564254-S_SA_EM_ProdBU__20250227&mi_u=220816452&mi_ecmp=S_SA_EM_ProdBU__20250227


 

Four sneaky text scams  
 
For some mobile users, barely a day goes by without receiving a 
dodgy text. These scams, known as 'smishing', are popular tools 
for fraudsters and some are sneakier than others. 
 
We've rounded up four particularly nasty examples to watch out 
for, including a fake emergency text and a convincing delivery text 
scam.  
 

Rogue traders conned a victim out of £6,000  
 
After contacting what appeared to be a well-reviewed local roofing 
company, Maureen was scammed out of £6,250 by rogue traders. 
 
Initially Santander refused to reimburse her, but after our scams 
expert stepped in and investigated, the bank agreed to pay 
up. Find out what you need to do to recover your money if 
something like this happens to you.  
 

Trending job scams to watch out for  
 
Scammers are preying on job seekers again with appealing, but 
too-good-to-be-true, offers. 
 
The latest examples we've seen have been fraudsters 
impersonating genuine recruitment firms to make their scams 
even more convincing. See what these scams look like so you can 
avoid falling victim.  
 

Scam sharer tool  
 
There's now a much easier way to make us aware of scams 
directly with our scam sharer tool. Tell us your experiences of 
phishing emails, fake texts, cold calls and other types of fraud.  
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https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=a77b9b6d7f0a8ffb0b0b88db048db3def9f59fbdfd3473e3d28fa1fb816e64fa4deb9b843b209799bbf4f5d24dab05a97f67fcccf41d4464dd31ebc0e1c06c61
https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=a77b9b6d7f0a8ffb0b0b88db048db3def9f59fbdfd3473e3d28fa1fb816e64fa4deb9b843b209799bbf4f5d24dab05a97f67fcccf41d4464dd31ebc0e1c06c61
https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=a77b9b6d7f0a8ffb4e7e359c7e7f0c7c6829bf15bda1243738c38f382ce4f1871cdeb2ed39051cfc57826e03347cd2c7235a54358a0b416c4e59b661f3775b3c
https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=a77b9b6d7f0a8ffbd42001582553007c39dc5783028703c99c86eb13b691bfa648e59d47b5592879b81398d23f7d03d85e8a124f4251a7fa779c7752a0010c6a
https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=a77b9b6d7f0a8ffbd42001582553007c39dc5783028703c99c86eb13b691bfa648e59d47b5592879b81398d23f7d03d85e8a124f4251a7fa779c7752a0010c6a
https://www.which.co.uk/tool/scam-sharer?utm_source=ExactTarget&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=4564254-S_SA_EM_ProdBU__20250227&mi_u=220816452&mi_ecmp=S_SA_EM_ProdBU__20250227
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rachel.mackay@careuk.com 

www.healthystart.nhs.uk 

mailto:rachel.mackay@careuk.com
https://www.healthystart.nhs.uk/
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"W" (Double-u) 

 (an abbreviated term for a win) 

Founded in 2020, W was 
created for winners and the 
winning mentality that we stand 
for.  Whatever you are winning 
at in life, whether that's in work, 
sport or your own business, we 
want to celebrate that! 

To us, having that winning 
mentality is giving everything 

you've got in the face of 
adversity. 

Join the Winners Circle! 

Peter Wilson - Director & Founder 

double-u.co.uk 
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https://www.double-u.co.uk/


74 

CSAdultSocialCare@birmingham.gov.uk 

CSAdultSocialCare@birmingham.gov.uk 

mailto:CSAdultSocialCare@birmingham.gov.uk
mailto:CSAdultSocialCare@birmingham.gov.uk
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nasar.mahmood@bsettlement.org.uk 

www.birminghamsettlement.org.uk 

 

mailto:nasar.mahmood@bsettlement.org.uk
https://www.birminghamsettlement.org.uk/
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www.birminghamsettlement.org.uk 

 

www.birminghamsettlement.org.uk 

https://www.birminghamsettlement.org.uk/
https://www.birminghamsettlement.org.uk/
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Donate now 
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https://buddybagfoundation.co.uk/
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SUTTON COLDFIELD JAZZ CLUB 

At Boldmere Sports & Social Club 

323, Boldmere Road, Sutton Coldfield 

                                 West Midlands B73 5HQ 
      

 

Every Wednesday night: 8pm to 10.30pm (Doors open 7pm) 

All Welcome-Pay at the Door (No Club Membership Fee) 

Live Jazz Bands, Bar, Parking, Dancing & Socialising 

We look forward to seeing you to be entertained  

for a great night out. 

For details of the Bands playing and entrance price, please 
see our Facebook Page as listed below:  

https:/

 SUTTON COLDFIELD ACOUSTIC  
GUITAR CLUB 

At The Legion Club, Rectory Road, Sutton Coldfield 
West Midlands B75 7AL  

     
The First Tuesday of every month: 8pm to 10.30pm 

(Doors open 7.30pm) 
All Welcome- Guitarists, Guitar singers, and Listeners. 

Pay at the Door (No Club Membership Fee) £3.00 entrance fee 
Live Music, Bar, Parking, & Socialising 

We look forward to seeing you to be entertained  
for a great night out. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For more details, please see our Facebook Page as listed below:  

https://www.facebook.com/The-Sutton-Coldfield-Acoustic-
Guitar-Club-109012558287876/ 

                      Or Contact: Sandra on 07932-395158 

  

Contact: Colin – 07966-745741   

Boldmere 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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https://scu3a.org.uk/ 

hope.bourton@englandnetball.co.uk 

https://scu3a.org.uk/
mailto:hope.bourton@englandnetball.co.uk
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www.suttonphoto.club 

www.Trinity-photography-group.com 

www.facebook.com/groups/TrinityPhotographicGroup/

https://www.suttonphoto.club/
http://www.Trinity-photography-group.com
http://www.facebook.com/groups/TrinityPhotographicGroup/
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www.suttoncoldfieldcreativestitchers.co.uk 

BIRMINGHAM COMPUTERS & 
COMPONENTS 

 
Professional supply and support for 

Business and Home in the Birmingham 
area. 

Check our web site for details of our 
services and products. We supply 

Desktops, Laptops – both new & high 
quality refurbished - Gaming 

Computers, Accessories, Web Design. 
 

0121 270 6180 
 

www.birminghamcomputershop.co.uk 
 

We look forward to being of service to you 

http://www.suttoncoldfieldcreativestitchers.co.uk/
https://birminghamcomputershop.co.uk/


We meet monthly 2nd Tues 2.15pm - All 
Saints Church Hall, Foley Rd East, Streetly 
B74 3EX, 
Next meeting Tues 13th May which will be 
the beginning of our Emerald Anniversary 
year - a very special afternoon with National 
Demonstrator   Lorena Dyer 'Are you sitting 
comfortably?'  
Why not join us for a fabulous 
demonstration of Flowers - all designs are 
raffled at end of the afternoon - we'd be 
delighted to welcome you. 
Further details Chris Reeves tel: 0121 354 
6264 

Yesterday’s demonstration was all about 
giving things a new lease of live, like bottles 
cardboard, old tin baths, etc. and saving the 
environment from floral foam.  It is amazing 
what can be used again and again. 
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STREETLY FLOWER ARRANGERS’ CLUB 

 

See photos on next page 



 

84 



85 



We held the first meeting of 2025 in February, and we were 
delighted to welcome a lovely full room. The weather has not been 
very encouraging to gardeners so far this year, but we all know that 
spring is on the way, and the sun will shine!! We kicked the year off 
with one of our own members, Lottie Hammond giving us a talk on 
wildlife gardening, Lottie works as a ecologist and landscape 
architect, and a lot of her work seems to involve her working in the 
middle of know where, in the middle of the night, tracking bats, 
newts, badgers and all sorts of creatures that are so important to 
the biodiversity of our landscape. Lottie also spoke about the 
importance of our gardens, no matter large or small.  We can all 
play our part to preserve our wildlife. Water plays a huge part in all 
gardens, and no matter how small, will attract beneficial insects 

and other creatures instantly. As a keen gardener, we can often 
become too keen on weeding, and this is not always a good thing. 
Maybe we can leave a small patch of nettles. They can be a great 
food source for caterpillars and ladybirds, and frogs and toads will 
happily shelter beneath their leaves. Chopped up nettles are also a 
great compost activator and are also high in minerals. They can 
also be used to make a natural organic plant food, and all for 
free!!!!  

Next month we have the return of a great friend to our club, Mick 
Poultney, the original compost king. Mick will be speaking to us on 
how to make your own compost at home, ready for use in a 
month!!!! An entertaining evening will be guaranteed, so please 
come along and join us, you can come as a visitor for just £2, and 
membership that covers the whole year, plus entry to the show is 
just £10. We meet the second Thursday of each month, at Banners 
Gate Community Church in Westwood. Doors open at 7.30p.m. for 
an 8.00p.m. start. Refreshments are always available, and there is 
plenty of parking.  If you would like any more information, please 
take a look at our website or Facebook group, or give our secretary 
Gail a call on 07307857440 

The attached pictures are from a few years ago when our society 
was asked to put on a display for Sutton Coldfield In Bloom. 

                                                                 See photos on next page. 

The Sutton Coldfield Fuchsia Society & Gardening Guild. 
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More on next page 
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These ladies meet in the Botanico Café in House of Fraser every 
Wednesday at noon for a couple of hours of knitting, crocheting 
and other gentle sports.  Full instruction given to beginners. 
Go on, give it a try, you may enjoy it, at least you’ll learn 
something. 
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Email: s.summerfield@ageconcernbirmingham.org.uk 

mailto:s.summerfield@ageconcernbirmingham.org.uk
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Hope Food North Birmingham 
are currently looking for a new 
base in/around Sutton 
Coldfield.  We need it to store 

food and prepare food bags.  We would need 
access in the day and evening Monday to 
Friday.   We run 3 food banks weekly in 
Erdington, Falcon Lodge and Mere Green.   If 
anyone has any premises with vehicle access 
that they would think would suit us, please get 
in touch.  Thank you.  

T: 07869 822502   E: info@hopefood.org.uk 
 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO SUPPORT OUR 
WORK, PLEASE MAKE A DONATION USING 

THIS LINK. 
https://link.justgiving.com/v1/charity/donate/
charityId/3143929?
tipScheme=TipJar2.1&reference=givingcheckout_tj
21 

 
Hope Food – North Birmingham.  A charitable incorporated 

organisation registered in England.  Charity registration 
number 1195019. 

Registered office 407 Jockey Road, Sutton Coldfield B73 5XH 

mailto:info@hopefood.org.uk
https://link.justgiving.com/v1/charity/donate/charityId/3143929?tipScheme=TipJar2.1&reference=givingcheckout_tj21
https://link.justgiving.com/v1/charity/donate/charityId/3143929?tipScheme=TipJar2.1&reference=givingcheckout_tj21
https://link.justgiving.com/v1/charity/donate/charityId/3143929?tipScheme=TipJar2.1&reference=givingcheckout_tj21
https://link.justgiving.com/v1/charity/donate/charityId/3143929?tipScheme=TipJar2.1&reference=givingcheckout_tj21
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Age concern no longer have their: 
Our Trusted Tradesperson Scheme has 
the right trade, whatever you job. From 
builders to plumbers and electricians all of 
our tradespeople are vetted, DBS checked 
and working to current guidelines. 
 
But you could try the NO ROGUE TRADERS 
HERE scheme run by many councils, 
including Birmingham. 
 
No Rogue Traders Here works in partnership 
with Trading Standards to keep a list of 
traders across the West Midlands who have 
been interviewed and quality checked.  
 
Click here for the link that takes you through 
the Birmingham City Council website for 
additional confirmation. 

 
Contact number above if interested. 

Do you want your advert 
here, for free of charge. 

 
Email 

bgatepost@gmail.com 

https://noroguetradershere.com/
https://noroguetradershere.com/
https://noroguetradershere.com/
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/20108/trading_standards/1058/find_an_approved_trader


 

Discourage lawless individuals from breaking into your 
property with the modern security systems we provide for 
properties throughout Birmingham. Based in Great Barr, 
we are a small family-run business committed to 
providing state-of-the-art security systems which 
effectively protect your property from harm. Primarily 
serving domestic and commercial customers, we design, 
supply, install, commission, and service all security 
systems in full accordance and compliance with the latest 
British and European standards. From supplying high-
tech CCTV systems and Burglar Alarms to installing fob 
Access Control systems and Fire Alarms, we are the first 
choice when you want to increase your property’s 
security. To arrange a free, no-obligation consultation for 
any of the security systems we supply, please get in 
touch.   

Phone no. 0121 386 2639 
Email: info@cw-sec.co.uk  Website: www.cw-sec.co.uk 
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0121 323 4200 

 

Facebook: Only Rosie’s 

Instagram: onlyrosiescakes 
Email: rosie_p25@hotmail.co.uk 

www.healthystart.nhs.uk 

Erdington  Methodist Church, 

Station Road 

mailto:info@cw-sec.co.uk
http://www.cw-sec.co.uk/
mailto:Email:%20rosie_p25@hotmail.co.uk
https://www.healthystart.nhs.uk/
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Contact Michelle on 07933 986 869 
Monday - Friday 10am to 5pm 
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 luchubbard@hotmail.com 

  www.teachitright.com 

2022 

mailto:luchubbard@hotmail.com
mailto:www.teachitright.com
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Monday & Wednesday 
 

Blue Coats School Gym 
 

WS1 2ND 
 

Kids: 6.00pm—7.00pm 

Tuesday 
 

Mere Green 
 

Community Centre 
 

Adults & Juniors: 
 

7.00pm—8.30pm 

Wednesday 
 

Sutton Girls’ School 
 

(Dance Studio at the 
Back of the building) 

 
Adults & Juniors (12+): 

7.00pm—8.30pm 

Thursday 
 

All Saints’ Church Hall 
 

Kids: 6.00pm—7.00pm 
 

Adults: 7.00pm—8.30pm 

*Multi-style martial arts club welcome students of all ages and abilities* 
 

*Enthusiastic and  experienced instructors* 
 

*Four chances to grade a year for lower grades* 
 

*Local and national kickboxing and jujitsu competitions open to all students* 
 

Contact Gary on 07921 132 860 
 

or email: chong.fouroaks@gmail.com  

         *Established in the area for over 22 years* 

Mondays & Wednesdays 
Blue Coat C.E. Academy, Birmingham Street, Walsall WS1 2ND 

Kids  6.00pm  -  7.00pm 
Adults  7.00pm  -  8.30pm 

Pregnancy YogaLates 
Class 

Pregnancy YogaLates 
Class 

mailto:chong.fouroaks@gmail.com
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New Horizons Counselling Services.  

The Community Hall, Reay Nadin Drive, Sutton Coldfield.  

If you would like to know about our service ring the number above 

Or visit our web site www.newhorizonscounselling.org. 

WDC Service Solutions Ltd 
Complete Door Security and Access Solutions 

WDC can repair the following products: UPVC WINDOWS, 
HANDLES, HINGES, LOCKS, ROLLERS FOR PATIO DOORS, 

SECURITY, UPGRADES, REPAIRS TO UPVC DOORS, TIMBER 
DOOR REPAIRS, REPLACEMENT DOORS, GARAGE DOOR 

REPAIRS, REPAIR OR REPLACE, FAULTY CABLES, HANDLES 
AND LOCKS, REMOTE CONTROLS, REPLACEMENT FOBS, 

NEW GARAGE DOOR SYSTEMS, FREE QUOTATIONS. 
www.wdcservicesolutions.com  service@wdcservicesolutions.com 

sales@wdcservicesolutions.com  T: 0121 285 3222 
Unit 16 C, Maybrook Business Park, Maybrook Road,  

Minworth. B76 1AL 
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HATHA YOGA 
 

Banners Gate 
 

Community Hall, 
 

Thursdays 10.00 -11.00 a.m. 

Beginners class £5.50 per session 

Please call Tricia on 07954 403943.  

The Banners Gate Community Hall is 
available at various times during the week, 

including weekends. 
The hall is approx. 38’ x 21’  

(11.6m x 6.4m) 
The kitchen is approx. 11’ x 7’  

(3.4m x 2.2m) 
The Jarrett room is approx. 13’ x 8’  

(4m x 2.5m) 
The ladies has 2 cubicles and a nappy 

changing table.  There is a gents/disabled 
toilet. 

The building is step-free. 
For further booking information go to: 

www.bannersgatecommunityassociation.org 

Public Speaking for Absolute 
Beginners  

by Sally Jenkins 
Tips on constructing and presenting 

all types of speeches.  
Available on Amazon or direct from 

the author: 
sallysjenkins@btinternet.com   0121 

0777 333 9214 

Banners Gate Community  
Hall Coffee Mornings.  

The next is on 20th May 
and will be from 9.30 a.m. 

to noon - note new times. 

 

  

 

http://www.newhorizonscounselling.org
http://www.bannersgatecommunityassociation.org
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SWIMMING LESSONS 
for ages 4 and upwards: 

Wednesday & Friday Evenings 
Local Pools ~ All Abilities 

Badge Work ~ Qualified Instructors 
0121 353 6616 

www.swimminglessonsinsuttoncoldfield.co.uk 

Plastering internal & external 
specialist 
Includes: Dry lining  -  Plaster 
boarding  -  Artex re-skimming  -  
Replacement walls & ceilings  -  
Painting / Decorating  -  Carpentry 
 

Lee Nugent 
 

36 Banners Gate Road 
Sutton Coldfield  B73 6RX 

Office: 0121 354 5446 
Mobile: 07934 15 19 20 
Lee.nugent1@virginmedia.com 

           0 – 13 months 
    Baby Development Class 
 

Wednesdays 9.30, 11.00 and 12.30 
 

 

Music, singing, exercise, massage, signing, light 
shows, bubbles, bells, tickly feathers  and 

many more!!   For more details:  
 

Call Tracy Jones on 07753 82 56 22 
 

Email: suttoncoldfield@babysensory.co.uk 

www.rhythmcircle.co.uk 

HOME TUITION 
 

Key Stage Two SATs tuition:  
English comprehension, spelling, punctuation, and grammar.  

 

Spanish and French: leisure courses and 
exam preparation to GCSE and A-level.  

 

Tracy:  0780 329 3351 

 

Create the best party possible for your little ones 
Birthdays, Weddings, Christenings, Fetes, School Workshops, Plays and much more 

We can cater for anything including: Full Party Entertainment, Mascots, Soft Play, Bouncy Castles, Face 
Painting, 

and Pamper Parties    Facebook: Lucky Buntys Twitter: @LuckyBuntys 

206 Westwood Road B73 6UQ  0770 7006802 

mailto:Lee,nugent1@virginmedia.com
mailto:suttoncoldfield@babysensory.co.uk
http://www.rhythmcircle.co.uk


102 



103 

 

 Lovelight crystals and healing gemstone 
jewellery available at Bert and Gerts!  

 

WWW.BERTANDGERTS.CO.UK 

 
Calebs Rainbows is the dream of 
Rosemary Ferrell a great grandmother 
with a passion for making beautiful dolls 
with a story. “Every doll is different”. 
Rosemary loves all things creative, be it 
sewing, knitting, drawing, or baking and 
she has, having been to college, 
decided to turn her hobby into a 
business as there is a demand for her 
products. 

https://bertandgerts.co.uk/


Banners Gate Community Church - Events 

 
Monday, Thursday, Friday - Baby Phonics 

Contact email: Jenna@robotreg.co.uk for times and availability  

 
Tuesday and Wednesday - Baby Sensory 

Contact Tracy at email: suttoncoldfield@babysensory.co.uk for times and 
availability 

 

 

Please visit our website at  

 

https://www.bannersgatechurch.com/ 

The Scout Hut  -  Coppice View Road  -  Sutton Coldfield  -  B73 6UE. 

Tai Chi Class 

Every Tuesday morning at 11.45 to 12.45. 

The cost is £5 per person. Everyone is welcome and all abilities  

are catered for in a relaxing and enjoyable environment. 

If anyone needs further details, please contact me on  

01543 480151 

 St Columba’s Church Hall 
 

Hall letting for St Columba’s Church.  
 

Weekday lettings are available for the large Church Hall which includes a  
well equipped kitchen.  

 

Entrance to the hall is step free and is suitable for wheel chair access 
throughout the premises. 

 
Male, Female and disabled toilet facilities  

 
All enquiries to Alison via email please.  

 
st.columbahall@yahoo.com 
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mailto:Jenna@robotreg.co.uk
mailto:suttoncoldfield@babysensory.co.uk
https://www.bannersgatechurch.com/
mailto:st.columbahall@yahoo.com


Bookings 

Banners Gate Community Hall  -  Coffee Mornings, third Tuesday of the month 

The next is on 20th May  -  at 9.30 to noon, please note new times. 

105 

welcome          what’s on            hire our hall           view our hall             committee           contact           links 

As a community hall we are trying to create activities for the benefit of the 
community so if you have any ideas in that direction, please get in touch and 

share those ideas with us—no obligation. 
If you need any information please message on 07964 213 229 

https://www.bannersgatecommunityassociation.org/bg2/hallhire.php
https://www.bannersgatecommunityassociation.org/bg2/index.php
https://www.bannersgatecommunityassociation.org/bg2/whatson.php
https://www.bannersgatecommunityassociation.org/bg2/hallhire.php
https://www.bannersgatecommunityassociation.org/bg2/viewourhall.php
https://www.bannersgatecommunityassociation.org/bg2/contact.php
https://www.bannersgatecommunityassociation.org/bg2/links.php
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Useful telephone 
numbers 

  Sutton and Kingstanding 

Police: 101 

Good Hope: 424 2000 

Outpatients: 424 2000 

NHS Health helpline: 

Call 111 it’s 24/7 

Citizens Advice 

03444 111 444 

BANNERS GATE 
COUNSELLING CENTRE 

 

Accessible and Affordable 
Counselling to Adults in the 

Community.  The Upper Room 
St. Michael’s House 
198 Boldmere Road 

Sutton Coldfield 
Tel : 0121 354 6544 
For information or an 

appointment please ring after 
10 a.m. daily, except 

Wednesday 

Banners Gate 
Community hall 
Coffee Mornings 

The next is on 
20th May starting at 
9.30a.m. until noon, 

please note new 
times. 

DAY/TIME ACTIVITY VENUE CONTACT TEL. 

Sun  (1st) 10.30 –2.30 pm 
10.00 am 

10.30 am (fortnightly) 
11.00 am 

7.30—8.30pm 

Create at Gate with K & S 
Family Communion 
Sunday Gathering 
Chikara Karate Kai 
Soul Yoga -1st Sunday 

Community Hall 
St. Columba's 
Banners Gate CC 
Scout Hall 
Community Hall 

Kathy Weston 
 
Nigel Willis 
Paul Murphy    07837 
Cath Hussey 

628 6651 
354 5873 
353 0230 
39 57 89 
 

Mon                  6.00—7.00 
11amto12.00pm 

1.00—2.00 
5.45—6.45   

7.30 – 9.00 pm            
                      
 

Self |Defence & Fitness 
Sign Language Classes 
Sign Language Classes 
Sign Language Classes 
Line Dancing 
 
 

Community Hall 
Community Hall 
Community Hall 
Community Hall 
Community Hall 
 
 

Adam Claxton       07376 
Shakila Kosar       07825 
Shakila Kosar       07825 
Shakila Kosar       07825 
Diane Pursall 
 
 

27 90 15 
255042 
255042 
255042 
747 4659 
 
 

Tues          9.15 -  1.15pm.    
3rd Tues 9.15 - 12.00pm 

11.45am  - 12.45pm 
 8.00 – 9.00  

7.45 pm 
 

Born to Spa, Baby Spa 
Coffee Morning 3rd Tuesdays 
Tai Chi 
Line Dancing 
Chikara Karate Kai 

Community Hall 
Community Hall 
Scout Hut 
Community Hall 
St. Columba's 

Anna Madge      07833 
Dave Cockbill 
Neil  Rankine    07721 
Diane Pursall 
Paul Murphy       07837 

45 70 74 
 
67 09 13 
747 4659 
39 57 89 

Wed          9.30, 11.00 &12 
10.30 - 12.30 
6.30 — 7.30 

7.00 pm 

Baby Sensory 
Guide Dog Training 
Pregnancy Yoga 
SlimmingWorld 

Banners Gate CC 
Community Hall 
 
St Columba’s 

Tracy Jones     0775 
Madge Nightingale 
 
Karen                07759 

82 56 22 
360 0286  
 
17 02 89 

                                                       
Thurs      10.00—11.00 am 

12  -  2.00 
6.30 – 9.45 pm 

(3rd of each month) 7.00 pm 
 

 
Yoga 
Home Education W Mids 
Zig Zag Dance Studio 
Townswomen's Guild 
 

 
Community Hall 
Community Hall 
St. Columba's  
Banners Gate CC 
 

  
Tricia                  07954 
Pauls & Kelly       07891 
 Warren               01902 
Janice Jones       07955 
 

 
40 39 43 
82 63 80 
897 900 
65 59 10 
 

Fri               9.30  -  11.15                     
5.00-6.30 

7.00  -  8.00  pm       
5.00   -   6.30 

 The Creation Station 
Repertoire Dance Studio 
Sign Language Classes 
Amalia’s Dance Academy 
 

Community Hall 
Community Hall 
Community Hall 
Community Hall 

Avne Wilson         07793 
Chloe Lloyd          07729 
Shakila Kosar       07825 
Amalia                  07535 

54 26 48 
47 79 46 
25 50 42 
60 40 44 

1st Saturday Yoga and Pilates Community Hall                            

Girlguiding gives girls and young women a voice.....has done so for 100 years.....be part of the next 100 
Could you spare 1½ hours a week to help with the St Columba’s Guide unit? Gain real satisfaction in volunteering and helping to ensure 

girls in Banners Gate aged 10 – 14 can continue to enjoy games, projects, badges and outings at Guides. 
There are also places available in both Brownie units in September for girls aged 7 or 8. 

For more information contact Carol Gardner on 350 7191. 
 

      Day/Time                   Activity                     Venue                       Contact                   Tel 
Mon 6.00 - 7.30pm    39th Brownies     St Columba's Hall                                          354 5873 
Tues 6.00 - 7.30pm   45th Brownies     St Columba's Hall           Carol Gardner        350 7191 
Thurs 5.00 - 6.00pm  39th Rainbows    St Columba's Hall                                          354 5873 

33rd Sutton Coldfield Scout Group,  
H.Q. Coppice View Road 

Monday    Beavers  5.30 p.m. – 6.45 p.m. ages 6 – 8 years 
      Scouts     7.00 p.m. – 9.00 p.m. ages 10 ½ – 14 years 
Tuesday    Beavers  5.40 p.m. – 6.40 p.m. ages 6 – 8 years 
      Cubs       7.00 p.m. – 8.30 p.m. ages 8 – 10 ½ years 
Thursday  Cubs       7.00 p.m. – 8.30 p.m. ages 8 – 10 ½ years 

Contact 0121 353 5203 
Email: margaretdrummond1@btinternet.com 

 
 

Thurs. 15th May    Lola Lamour - 
Lord Lichfield 

 
Our vibrant Guild meets on the 3rd 

Thursday of the month, 7.00 - 10.00 
in the Westwood Hall,  

Banners Gate Community Church. 
Janice Jones 07955 65 59 10 

The 18th Sutton Coldfield West 
Scout Group and the 15th 
Sutton Coldfield West Scout 
Group have merged and are 
now named the 33rd  
Headquarters are at the Scout 
Hut, Coppice View Road.  
B73 6UE. 

 

 

St Columba’s 
Church 

Coffee Morning 

Every Friday of  
the month 

10.00  -  Noon 

All Welcome 

For details see website at www.stcolumbasbannersgate.co.uk

www.bannersgatechurch.com

The Townswomen's Guild  Banners Gate Community Church 

 Westwood Road. B73 6UH 

We meet weekly on Sunday mornings from 

10.30am for fellowship, worship, prayer 

and learning together in an informal setting, 

with other gatherings throughout the week. 

To find out more visit our website at 

www.bannersgatechurch.com. 

UNIFORMED ORGANISATIONS: 
Scouts:  Margaret Drummond,  33rd GSL    
353 5203    Girlguiding: Carol Gardner, 
Vesey West District Commissioner  350 7191 

BOOKING SECRETARIES: 
Community Hall mobile:  075 65 54 68 21 
Banners Gate CC - Nigel Willis   07711 284562  
St. Columba's     -   Alison Jolley st.columbahall@yahoo.com 
Scout Hall           -   A & R Talliss  353 8166 

http://www.stcolumbasbannersgate.co.uk
http://www.bannersgatechurch.com
http://www.bannersgatechurch.com/
mailto:st.columbahall@yahoo.com

