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Rob Pocock:   
FREE HERITAGE TOUR OF THE 
HISTORIC BIRMINGHAM CITY 
COUNCIL HOUSE  
 
Looking for an interesting local trip out 

over the lazy weeks of summer? Ever wondered 
what goes on inside the mysterious Victorian 
edifice of the Birmingham City Council House in 
Victoria Square? A nice cool building to visit to 
escape the summer heatwaves? Well I’m 
organising  a new scheme inviting groups of local 
Sutton Vesey residents to a guided tour of this 
historic civic building, which was built in the height 
of the Victorian Birmingham heyday in 1875 - 
exactly 150 years ago this year.  
 
Get a private official guided tour, covering the 
celebrated Lord Mayor’s Parlour (where Joseph 
Chamberlain’s original desk is still there and 
being used), historic chains of office, the signed 
visitors book (with celebrity sign-in guests ranging 
from Bill Clinton to Charles and Princess Diana) 
the fabulously decorated Victorian Banqueting 
Suite (where the historic G8 summit reception of 
world leaders was hosted in 2000). 
 
Enter the original oak-panelled Victorian Debating 
Chamber (where current City Council meetings 
are still held) – plus the Lord Mayors Gallery with 
photos of Birmingham’s famous mayors from Joe 
and Neville Chamberlain, the Cadburys, Sir Wilfrid 
Martineau, George Canning and many more, and 
onto recent figures like Dick Knowles, David Roy, 

John Hood who may be known to some of you. 
 
There are also fine portrait paintings of 
celebrated historic Victorian figures such as Rev 
George Dawson who was the original architect of 
the ‘civic gospel’ which led to much of the 
Victorian municipal enterprise that took off in the 
mid-1850s both in Birmingham and also other 
major industrial cities such as Manchester.  The 
tour also reveals the secret emblem embedded 
within the Birmingham Civic Crest that marks 
Sutton Coldfield’s arrival as an integral part of the 
City in 1974! Try and guess what it is…. 
 
Depending on numbers, we will be arranging this 
tour over the summer or early autumn, it will take 
about 90 minutes all in all. Children and families 
welcome too, it’s an amazing educational 
experience for young and old alike! Just drop an 
email to express interest to 
rob.pocock@birmingham.gov.uk by early July 
and I’ll get back with the final arrangements. We 
hope to end with tea and cake in the newly re-
opened Edwardian Team Rooms in the adjoining 
Museum and Art Gallery. (And by the way, did 
you know there is a secret ‘glass corridor’ 
passageway that links straight between the 
Council House and the Art Gallery? All will be 
revealed…) 

 
Max Hatton: Hello Gatepost readers! 
I hope you’re all enjoying the summer 
so far – we've certainly been lucky 
with some beautiful weather this 
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event it was! Despite a bit of typical British 
summer rain, the festival was a great success, 
drawing large crowds and plenty of smiles. For 
those who don’t know, the Boldmere Summer 
Festival is Sutton’s largest non-sporting 
summer event, and it continues to grow year 
after year. 
This event wouldn’t be possible without the 
incredible support from our public donors, stall 
holders, and the generous contribution from 
the Sutton Coldfield Charitable Trust. A huge 
thank you to everyone involved, from 
volunteers, stall-holders, business and the 
public – your support truly makes a difference. 
The range of stalls this year was outstanding, 
offering everything from handcrafted gifts to 
delicious street food. And the performance 
acts? Absolutely top-notch! 
While the heavens did open briefly during the 
early morning gazebo setup (we definitely got 
a bit soggy!), the skies cleared just in time to 
welcome the crowds. If you're interested in 
volunteering, performing, or hosting a stall at 
next year’s festival, I highly encourage you to 
get involved – it’s a brilliant way to connect 
with the community and support local causes. 
You can find more information at https://
www.boldmere.org/community-festivals/. 
Looking ahead, our next Full Town Council 
Meeting will take place on Tuesday 17th July 
at 7pm at the Trinity Centre, Sutton Coldfield. 
As always, all residents are welcome to attend 
– it’s a great opportunity to stay informed and 
have your say on local matters. 
That’s all for now – thank you for reading, and 

I wish you all a joyful and sunny July. Until 

next time, take care! 

month! June has been a lively and rewarding time 
across our community, filled with events, familiar 
faces, and a real sense of togetherness. 
Early in the month, I had the pleasure of 
organising a visit from the Army Reserves to my 
workplace. They came along to speak with 
colleagues about the important role they play in 
supporting our Armed Forces and protecting the 
country. This idea actually came about after a 
great conversation I had with Sergeant Suresh, 
whom I met during an Army Reserves 
presentation at BMet College a few weeks earlier. 
It was inspiring to see how engaged my 
colleagues were with the session – many didn’t 
realise the wide range of opportunities and 
responsibilities within the Reserves, and it 
sparked some great conversations about service, 
training, and community involvement. 
Later in the month, I had the absolute joy of 
attending the New Oscott Primary School Open 
Day. The event was brilliantly hosted by the 
school's dedicated teachers and staff, and it 
brought back a flood of memories. I had a lovely 
catch-up with Ms Harris, who taught in the infant 
school many years ago – back when I was a pupil 
myself! It was heartwarming to see the school one 
last time before it is demolished this summer, with 
the new school almost complete, ready for the 
next year of education this coming September. To 
top it all off, I ran into a few old school friends – 
many of whom also grew up with me on 
Welshmans Hill. We shared some laughs 
reminiscing about the “good old days,” and I even 
unearthed a Year 1 school photo of myself – a 
true blast from the past! 
Of course, June wouldn’t be complete without the 
return of the Boldmere Summer Festival, which 
took place last weekend – and what a fantastic 
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Sutton Vesey e-news Bulletin 
City Councillors Rob Pocock and Kath Scott   
 
 For attention of all Residents and Community Groups in Sutton Vesey Ward. This 
e-news letter is to update you about local events in our local Sutton Vesey Ward. Please 
feel free to pass on to interested friends, neighbours or local street WhatsApp groups. It ’s 
totally non-political and non-adversarial: 
 
A. Sutton Coldfield Community Groups Roadshow Thursday 26th June 
  
B. Sutton Park – future Shared Partnership Agreement. The BCC Sutton Vesey Ward 
Plan 2022-26 contains, at item 3(d), a commitment to work towards creating a ‘Shared 
Partnership Agreement’ between the City and Town Councils – so the two Councils work 
together on jointly managing the future of Sutton Park. The ‘rivalry’ between City and 
Town Councils over this for the past 10 years has bedevilled the need to make 
improvements to the Park and the aim is to settle for once and for all the question of 
ownership. As your local Councillors on both the City and Town Councils, we have been 
beavering away behind the scenes to seek to bring this compromise about, and to bring 
people together. An agreed Shared Partnership Agreement and joint Council investment 
plan is the way forward, as confirmed in our publicly agreed Ward Plan. We are 
prioritising this work in the coming year and aim to ‘get a deal signed’ on this. We’ll 
update on progress over the year. 
 
C. New announced – Free Heritage Tour of the historic Birmingham City Council 
House (Victoria Square, City centre) – we are announcing a new scheme inviting groups 
of local Sutton Vesey residents to a guided tour of this historic civic building, built exactly 
150 years ago this year. Get a private official guided tour, covering the celebrated Lord 
Mayor’s Parlour (where Joseph Chamberlain’s original desk is still there and being used), 
historic chains of office, the signed visitors book (with celebrity sign-in guests ranging 
from Bill Clinton to Charles and Princess Diana) the decorated Victorian Banqueting 
Suite (where the historic G8 summit reception of world leaders was hosted in 2000), 
enter the original oak-panelled Victorian Debating Chamber (where current City Council 
meetings are still held) – plus the Lord Mayors Gallery with photos of Birmingham’s 
famous mayors from Joe and Neville Chamberlain, Sir Wilfrid Martineau, George 
Canning and may more. There are also fine portrait paintings of historic Victorian figures 
such as Rev George Dawson who was the original architect of the ‘civic gospel’ which led 
to much of the Victorian municipal enterprise that took off in the mid-1850s both in 
Birmingham and also other major industrial cities such as Manchester.  The tour also 
reveals the secret emblem embedded within the Birmingham Civic Crest that marks 
Sutton Coldfield’s arrival as an integral part of the City in 1974! Try and guess what it 
is….Depending on numbers, we will be arranging this tour over the summer or early 
autumn. Children and families welcome too, it’s an amazing educational experience for 
young and old alike! Just drop an email to express interest 
to rob.pocock@birmingham.gov.uk by the end of June and we’ll get back with the final 
arrangements. 
 
D. Highbury Theatre Centre (Sheffield Rd) – the summer season at our excellent local 
community mini-theatre is under way,  a reminder to view the link below to see their 
updated current summer programme Highbury Theatre Centre – A good theatre never 
stands still 

With our very best wishes, 
Rob & Kath 
Councillors Rob Pocock and Kath Scott 
Community Campaigner, Sutton Vesey Ward – find me on twitter @RobPocock1 

mailto:rob.pocock@birmingham.gov.uk
https://highburytheatre.co.uk/
https://highburytheatre.co.uk/


John Cooper: John.cooper@suttoncoldfieldtowncouncil.gov.uk 
As I have said previously we certainly live in interesting times and 
these times get more interesting by the day. The closure of the Main 
Library in the Red Rose Centre has been confirmed to be 27 June, no 
doubt when you read this the Library will be no more. This is a very 

sad day indeed, I know of nobody other than Labour BCC Councillors who 
think this is a good idea and I think that it is yet another expression of the City 
Council’s Labour Administration view of the residents of the Royal Town. I have 
been working hard with Anja Pawson to try and find a way to save key local 
libraries including Boldmere Library, including regular meetings with Cllr Simon 
Ward the Leader of the Town Council. Following those meetings the Town 
Council has agreed to look at an options appraisal to see if they are able to save 
Sutton Coldfield's Libraries from Birmingham City Councils axe. The Town 
Council has 5 options to consider in its reaction to these closures to ensure 
that any change in the management of Libraries will be on a sustainable basis. 
Another Birmingham City Council project is to charge residents to park in Sutton 
Park, amongst other considerations it is suggested by The City Council 
administration that the Town Council might like to reinstate the pre1974 
arrangement whereby Sutton Residents were issued with a windscreen sticker 
that allowed free access to park in Sutton Park. Another attempt by BCC to take 
away the precept we all pay and simply pass it to BCC. The implications of such a 
move, issuing just one pass per property would cost ALL of the precept, simply 
passing it to BCC. The flowers now planted throughout the Town, the Christmas 
Lights, the Christmas Trees, the Rangers service would be no more, Funding of 
various charities and events in the Town would be no more, in fact no more 
Town Council. One could say mission accomplished by the ruling administration 
at BCC. 
The suggestion that any surplus money will be “Ploughed back into Park 
Services” is really quite laughable as the loan to equip the park/s will have to be 
paid back first and “Park Services” means throughout the BCC area e.g. all parks 
in Birmingham, so Sutton Park will receive about what it gets now, and we can 
all see the downward spiral the park has been in for several long years. 
None of this considers the impact to residents of adjoining roads or grass verges 
such as those along  Monmouth Drive, the cash provision for Traffic Regulation 
Orders (TROs) is wholly inadequate to cover the roads around the park also 
TROs are only as good as the enforcement to support them. 
John Cooper June ‘25 

 
https://suttoncoldfieldtowncouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/
Strategic-Plan-Consultation.pdf 
townrangers@suttoncoldfieldtowncouncil.gov.uk  
johncooper@suttoncoldfieldtowncouncil.gov.uk 
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Thank you Terry Wood 

Things people actually said in court and taken down into the formal 
record by court reporters 

 
Q: Are you sexually active? A: No, I just lie there. 
 
Q: What is your date of birth? A: July 18th. 
Q: What year? A: Every year.  
 
Q: What gear were you in at the moment of the impact? A: Gucci sweats and 
Reeboks. 
 
Q: This myasthenia gravis. does it affect your memory at all?  
 A: Yes.  
Q: And in what ways does it affect your memory?  A: I forget. 
Q: You forget? Can you give us an example of something that you've 
forgotten? 
 
Q: How old is your son. the one living with you? A: Thirty-eight or thirty-five. I 
can't remember which.  
Q. How long has he lived with you? A: Forty-five years. 
 
A. What was the first thing your hus­band said to you when he woke up that 
morning? A: He said, "Where am I, Cathy?  
Q: And why did that upset you?  A: My name is Susan. 
 
A. Do you know if your daughter has ever been involved in voodoo or the 
occult? A: We both do.   
Q: Voodoo? A: We do.   
Q: You do? A: Yes, voodoo. 
 
Q: Now doctor, isn’t it true that when a person dies in his sleep, he doesn’t 
know about it until the next morning? A: Did you actually pass the bar exam? 
 
Q: The youngest son. the twenty-year-old, how old is he?  
 
Q: Were you present when your picture was taken?  
 
Q: So, the date of conception (of the baby) was August 8th.  A: Yes. 
Q: And what were you doing at that time? 
 
Q: She had three children, right? A: Yes.   
Q: How many were boys? A: None.  
Q: Were there any girls? 
 
Q: How was your first marriage terminated? A: By death. 
Q: And by whose death was it termi­nated? 



 

Our reliable milk man . . . Up at the crack of dawn and through rain, wind and 
shine and ice to bring our deliveries. -  often attacked by blue tits, pecking 
through the foil caps to reach the gorgeous cream!   But . . . When frozen solid, 
you had to wait for it to thaw before you could make a cuppa!!!   But so useful to 
have a sturdy glass bottle once empty to water your house plants and always 

shine with glistening 
cleanliness even 
put out for 
collection, complete 
with a little note with 
your requirements 
for next 
day!    Much 
healthier than 
plastic bottles, 
imparting 
microplastic 
particles for us all to 
ingest!!!   Rarely 
see a milkman any 
more -  such a 
loss!!!  

 

Another blast 
from the past 
Tony  !!!!!     Do 
you remember 
when we RAN 
to catch the 
bus, often 
jumping onto 
the platform 
whilst the bus 
was 
moving !!!!    
Wish I still had 
that 
athleticism 
now 
hey ?!!!!!!      
Pat x 
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FUNDING BULLETIN  

Neighbourhood Development and 
Support Unit (NDSU)  

 
 
 

FUNDING BULLETIN  
Neighbourhood Development and Support Unit (NDSU)  
 
 
 
 
Welcome to Birmingham City Council's June Funding Bulletin by 
Neighbourhood Development and Support Unit (NDSU).  
 
This is our monthly newsletter with information about funding available to 
eligible voluntary, community, faith and social economy (VCFSE) 
organisations. In this newsletter we share opportunities both within Birmingham 
City Council as well as funding available 'externally'  
 
You may already be aware of / subscribed to our NDSU Newsletter, which 
shares information relevant to VCFSEs in the city - read the June edition 
online. 
 
If you have been forwarded this newsletter, or are reading it via an online link, 
you can sign up to receive our newsletters online, to receive them directly to 
your inbox. 
 
If you have anything you would like to share in a future newsletter, or if you 
have been successful with funding please let us know – we'd love to hear from 
you. ndsu@birmingham.gov.uk 
 
Recently we heard from Victoria Road Evangelical Church in Aston, who 
discovered the Anchor Foundation via our newsletter, they have been 
awarded £7500 for a retreat for 50 people to Yorkshire, to provide a refreshing 
getaway for the group that will foster community bonding, spiritual reflection, 
and shared responsibilities in a relaxed, countryside setting.  
 
Kind regards 
Neighbourhood Development and Support Unit (NDSU) 
Neighbourhoods, City Operations, Birmingham City Council  
 
Learn more about NDSU  

https://news.comms.birmingham.gov.uk/10640FDED1D0684CB7BE579A7BF29D5164E29EC4236C95F19AF0F5EBA1A6C2D3/277796C8C171A7147F4DECB7A8D33805/VIB
https://news.comms.birmingham.gov.uk/2B650D585A2339A0CDE21B8F2B931B222BEC64DF1E9255F478CF7C9162AE93AD/277796C8C171A7147F4DECB7A8D33805/LE35
https://news.comms.birmingham.gov.uk/C7D61A2572AF3AED81895CE15E7F847BF573DF1C4E01CB0316E8FBA6D10D57D1/277796C8C171A7147F4DECB7A8D33805/LE35
https://news.comms.birmingham.gov.uk/C7D61A2572AF3AED81895CE15E7F847BF573DF1C4E01CB0316E8FBA6D10D57D1/277796C8C171A7147F4DECB7A8D33805/LE35
https://news.comms.birmingham.gov.uk/DAA141DC2C82871EC9BC40A1A98FAF586CB909665F07AD97F03A017F13CA0279/277796C8C171A7147F4DECB7A8D33805/LE35
https://news.comms.birmingham.gov.uk/DAA141DC2C82871EC9BC40A1A98FAF586CB909665F07AD97F03A017F13CA0279/277796C8C171A7147F4DECB7A8D33805/LE35
mailto:ndsu@birmingham.gov.uk
https://news.comms.birmingham.gov.uk/E68D147EB10CB2313BC9AE730E256E89C50D99029EDAAA9846D9AE7E080F0FC9/277796C8C171A7147F4DECB7A8D33805/LE35
https://news.comms.birmingham.gov.uk/1521B90E97824472FC41A5EF118F434A20ACC6F6351BD0ADE0DB7CF379330830/277796C8C171A7147F4DECB7A8D33805/LE35
https://news.comms.birmingham.gov.uk/CC83E63506197A788304A2A2AF5863EB8425675D1050A46B390EB0EF69605287/277796C8C171A7147F4DECB7A8D33805/LE35
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Last Thursday of every month 2pm—3pm 
 
Our feel-good fitness classes help you stay active and mobile, enabling you to live 
more independently. Meet other, like-minded members of the community and enjoy 
light refreshments in our Saddlers café after class. 
 
Event: Feel good fitness 
Date: Last Thursday of every month 
Time: 2pm- 3pm 
Location: Mercia Grange Care Home, 538 Lichfield Road, Sutton Coldfield, B74 
4EH 
 
We will have complimentary refreshments on hand, including freshly baked cakes 
prepared by our chef. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Rachel Mackay 

BOOK NOW 

 

BOOK NOW 

mailto:rachel.mackay@careuk.com
mailto:rachel.mackay@careuk.com
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See next page... 
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REGISTER YOUR INTEREST 

...from last page 

mailto:rachel.mackay@careuk.com
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Of the other 7 people, one was taking this photo and the others we 
picking up the rubbish dropped by those who should know better - take 

a hint, bin it or take it home. please. 
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Not much growing on the 
butterfly patch although 
there are some, as yet, 
unidentified seedlings. 

But two rose 
bushes are 

growing well. 

Sadly, the 
litter bin 
looks like 
it’s been 
attacked by 
foxes or the 
wind. 
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Book a household recycling 
centre appointment 

 
Unite the Union is currently taking industrial action, which may impact 
collections and waste disposal. 
See how this may affect your bin collections and what you can do with 
your waste. 
If you would like to know more, you can find more details on our Waste 
and recycling industrial action - FAQ for residents page. 
 
Sutton Coldfield 
Norris Way, B75 7BB 
Monday to Friday: 7:00am to 9:00pm 
Saturday and Sunday: 8:00am to 6:00pm 
 
Booking 
You can book: 

• not less than 2 hours before the time you want to attend the HRC 

• no more than 3 days before your visit 
2 visits at the same time - these could be on the same day or in the same 
week 

Your confirmation should be emailed to you within an hour. This email will 
tell you the 15-minute slot that you have been allocated. If you cannot see 
this email in your inbox, check your spam or junk folder. 
When you have 2 visits booked, you can book further visits from the day 
after you have attended the first visit. For example, if you book for Monday 
and Thursday then you can book your next visit from Tuesday. 
From Monday 12 May, the booking system will be temporarily removed 
from the Castle Bromwich HRC, and a pre-booked slot won't be required 
to visit the site. This is subject to change. You still need to bring proof of 
address to show you live in Birmingham. The booking system remains in 
place for the other 4 HRCs. 
 

Book an appointment 

You need to bring proof of address to show you live in Birmingham. This 
evidence could be: 

• driving licence 

• utility bill 
Council tax bill - paper or digital 

Read the instructions on the booking website carefully. For example, there 
are height restrictions at some sites. 

https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/industrialaction
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/industrialaction
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/industrialaction
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/industrialaction
https://www.veolia.co.uk/birmingham/household-recycling-centres
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This is our monthly newsletter with information about funding available to eligible 
voluntary, community, faith and social economy organisations (VCFSEs). In this 
newsletter we share opportunities both within Birmingham City Council as well as 
funding available 'externally'. 

Highlights of this month's Funding Bulletin (more detail below the 
introduction): 

• Good news for Neighbourhood Forums in Birmingham (NDSU) 

• Deadline approaching - The Lord Mayor of Birmingham's Charity - Funds for 
local not-for-profit organisations and charities that impact the people of Birmingham 
- applications close Friday 25 April 

• Changes to The National Lottery's Reaching Communities grants 

• Heritage at Risk Capital Fund - aimed at preserving England's most 
vulnerable historic sites 

• New grant fund, Roots & Routes for youth-led (18-30) organisations, who are 
fighting for climate justice in England 

Barclays 'Community Football Fund' is now 'Barclays Community Sport Fund' 
opening this month. 

You may already be aware of / subscribed to our NDSU Newsletter, which shares 
information relevant to VCFSEs in the city - read the April edition online. 

If you have been forwarded this newsletter, or are reading it via an online link, you 
can sign up to receive our newsletters online to receive them directly to your inbox. 

If you have anything you would like to share in a future newsletter, or if you have 
been successful with funding please let us know – we'd love to hear from 
you. ndsu@birmingham.gov.uk 

Kind regards 
Neighbourhood Development and Support Unit (NDSU) 
Neighbourhoods, City Operations, Birmingham City Council 

Learn more about NDSU 

Click View in Browser for more news 

RESET RESHAPE RESTART 
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https://news.comms.birmingham.gov.uk/6BE5EC6F77F470DE67421F3BEBB809592681830A6BC51EAA2303586F79106226/277796C8C171A7147F4DECB7A8D33805/LE35
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https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/ndsu
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https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
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Banners Gate Community Hall 



Under the new Friends First Project, Age Concern Birmingham are now able to offer their Befriending 
Service across Birmingham city. 
On an assessed basis, our Community Reconnectors can provide up to 10 weeks support to individuals who 
may be isolated/vulnerable or feeling unconfident about accessing/ engaging in the wider community. 
This project also offers new social experiences/encourages new friendships through our tailored support. 
Further support is also offered through our new friendship groups situated in Sutton Coldfield and across 
the city. 
  
Please contact 0121 362 3650 for more information if: 
  
*You are feeling isolated, or would welcome the chance to meet new people in your community. 
*Maybe you already run a coffee morning/community group and would like to work with us to widen your 
reach. 
 *You would like to increase your social opportunities.   
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slimmingworld.co.uk 

sharedreading@foliosuttoncoldfield.org.uk 

 Classes at St Columba’s Church 
 

Monday  Brownies  6 o’clock 
Tuesday  Brownies  6 o’clock 
Thursday  Rainbows 
Friday  Coffee Morning, see above 
Sunday  Morning Worship 10 o’clock 

 

 Hope Food North Birmingham are currently looking for a new base 
in/around Sutton Coldfield.  We need it to store food and prepare 
food bags.  We would need access in the day and evening Monday 
to Friday.   We run 3 food banks weekly in Erdington, Falcon Lodge 
and Mere Green.   If anyone has any premises with vehicle access 
that they would think would suit us, please get in touch.  Thank you.  

 
T: 07869 822502   E: info@hopefood.org.uk 
 
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO SUPPORT OUR WORK PLEASE MAKE A DONATION USING THIS LINK: 

https://www.justgiving.com/hopefoodnb  
Hope Food – North Birmingham.  A charitable incorporated organisation registered in 
England.  Charity registration number 1195019.  Registered office 407 Jockey Road, Sutton 
Coldfield B73 5XH 

 St Columba’s Church Hall 
 

Hall letting for St Columba’s Church.  
 

Weekday lettings are available for the 
large Church Hall which includes a  

well equipped kitchen.  
 

Entrance to the hall is step free and is 
suitable for wheel chair access 

throughout the premises. 
 

Male, Female and disabled toilet facilities  
 

All enquiries to Alison via email please.  
 

st.columbahall@yahoo.com 

10:00 -12:00 

Not on 
Friday 29th 
December 

http://www.slimmingworld.co.uk
mailto:sharedreading@foliosuttoncoldfield.org.uk
mailto:info@hopefood.org.uk
https://www.justgiving.com/hopefoodnb
https://www.justgiving.com/hopefoodnb
mailto:st.columbahall@yahoo.com
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Phoenix Singers, family and friends set off from our rehearsal venue, Rowheath 
Pavilion Bournville this April, in a superb double decker coach bound for Belgium. We 
guessed we were sure of a memorable experience full of friendship and vocal 
experiences. We were certainly not disappointed.  
We stayed in Ieper/Ypres Salient, a major battleground and central location for World 
War 1 battlefields, memorials, and cemeteries, including the famous Menin Gate 
Memorial to the Missing. 
Our first performance was at Tyne Cot Cemetery where 11,961 Commonwealth 
servicemen of the First World War are buried or commemorated: 8,373 unidentified. 
The cemetery is located near Passchendaele and is the largest Commonwealth War 
Graves Commission Cemetery on the Western Front. It also features a Memorial to 
the Missing commemorating 35,000 soldiers with no known grave. The rain pelted 
down and disguised our tears as we sang ‘’In Flanders Fields’’ a setting of the 
famous poem by Canadian surgeon and poet, John McCrae, who enlisted to serve in 
World War I and tended those injured during the Second Battle of Ypres. It was 
extremely emotional for us all. 
Every evening, since 1927, the Last Post Ceremony has been performed at the 
Menin Gate to honour the memory of the soldiers of the former British Empire and its 
allies, who died in the Ypres Salient during the First World War. We were honoured 
and privileged to perform at the ceremony and lay a wreath on behalf of Phoenix 
Singers.  James our MD had our a cappella singing finely honed to perform ‘’In 
Flanders Fields’’ and Karl Jenkins’s ‘’Benedictus’’. It was a very moving and poignant 
experience for us in the shadow of so many brave heroes’ names engraved on the 
Menin Gate walls, who gave their lives for our today.         
Singing in the truly beautiful Ypres St Martin’s Cathedral gave us the chance to enjoy 
the amazing acoustics and this was followed by our performance of a very special 
Concert of Remembrance at St George’s Memorial Church which was much 
appreciated by residents and visitors to the area. It was an experience full of joyous 
and memorable singing and friendships and we look forward to future Phoenix 
Singers adventures. 
If you would like to join Phoenix singers and don’t mind traveling across the 

city for Wednesday evening rehearsals, new members always welcomed no 

audition. Contact: https://www.phoenixsingersbham.org/ come along in 

September ready for our Christmas concert rehearsals and perform at 

Birmingham Town Hall.                                                                               Eric Jones  

https://www.phoenixsingersbham.org/


St Columba’s Church hall 
Banners Gate Road/
Chester Road North 
Sutton Coldfield B73 6TX 

helenwilliamsmusic@gmail.com 
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Do you have an 
advertisement for this 

space, it’s free. 
Email 

bgatepost@gmail.com 

mailto:helenwilliamsmusic@gmail.com
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www.scurc.org.uk 

http://www.scurc.org.uk
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I know some of you are allergic to puns so blame Margaret D.  The rest are thanks to Hazel. 

Thank you, Hazel 



1. Justin Fletcher is better known by children as which TV 
character? 

2. What is the only number that when written in English has all the 
letters in alphabetical order? 

3. What is the capital of Switzerland? 

4. In My Fair Lady, what was the occupation of Alfred, Eliza 
Doolittle's father? 

5. Which city hosts the Australian F1 Grand Prix? 

6. Which is the oldest university in the USA? 

7. In which English county would you find Blenheim Palace? 

8. Who in 1946 wrote the book "The Common Sense Book of 
Baby and Childcare"? 

9. What exactly is Dry Ice? 

10.What animal was artist George Stubbs famous for painting? 

11.What was the name of the plane in which Charles Lindberg 
flew solo across the Atlantic? 

12.The Agatha Christie novel "The Murder on the Links" featured 
which detective? 

13.What is the home of a squirrel named? 

14.Casterly Rock and Kings Landing are places in which cult TV 
show? 

15.How are binary numbers expressed? 

16.Which British fashion designer launched the mini-skirt? 

17.Calcio is the Italian word for which sport? 

18.Which Gilbert and Sullivan operetta had the alternative title 
"The Lass That Loved a Sailor"? 

19.In which English city is Strangeways prison? 

20.What military rank did James Bond hold? 

1. Mr Tumble.   2.  FORTY.   3   Berne.   4.  Dustman.   5.  Melbourne.  6. Harvard   

7. Oxfordshire.   8.  Dr Benjamin Spock.   9.  Solid Carbon Dioxide.   10.  Horses.   

11.  Spirit of St Louis.   12.  Hercule Poirot.   13.  A Drey.   14.  Game of Thrones.   

15.  Using 1's and 0's.   16.  Mary Quant.   17.  Football.   18.  HMS Pinafore.   19.  

Manchester   20.  Commander (Royal Navy). Answers 
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Are you a good guesser? 
What are these objects. Answers on the bottom of page 42 

1 

2 

3 

This oval-
shaped, braided 
thing found in a 
box of antiques: 

"A seal from a 
formal document 
of some sort. 
There are some 
pretty similar 
examples here." 

This slimy, orange goo 
covering some tree 
stumps in Germany: 

Fusicolla merismoides is 
an orange fungus that can 
grow on tree sap." 
That is a fluxy stump! Its 
cause is that the roots 
aren't completely dead and 
send sap up, and there's a 
complex colony of 
microbes living off the sap." 

This small, hand-held 
metal tool: 
 
Looks like an antique 
knotter." 

https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/manuscriptsandspecialcollections/researchguidance/medievaldocuments/authentication.aspx
https://collection.sciencemuseumgroup.org.uk/objects/co8405281/barber-colman-knotter
https://collection.sciencemuseumgroup.org.uk/objects/co8405281/barber-colman-knotter
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Answers from page 40 
 

1.  That's an artillery-timed fuse. You set the time to detonation by 
rotating the rings. Don't play with it; call EOD [Explosive Ordnance 
Disposal]. Here's a similar item, although from a different round. 

 
 

2. That’s a fold out recipe card holder like this 
one. 

 
 
 

 

3.  It's a bingo matchbook, a prank device. 
To elaborate on this, you would put a 'cap' inside 
the matchbook, then the flap would hold a spring-
loaded striker down. When somebody opened the matchbook, it 
would release the striker, hit the cap, and set it off ('bang!'). Cap in 
this context is like a 'cap gun' noise-making blank toy for kids. 
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Thursday 
Now at: Oscott Social Club 
Witton Lodge Road. B23 5LX 
Thursdays 8.30—8.45pm 
Fundamentals and techniques with 
practise time 
8.45—10pm 
With practise time 
Improvers / intermediate level 
Taking your tango to the next level 
*Please wear non-rubber sole shoes* 

https://www.invaluable.com/auction-lot/ww1-british-no-80-artillery-22-sec-timed-fuse-349-c-4994d57af6
https://www.etsy.com/listing/1501969227/wood-recipe-card-holder-wall-mount-pull
https://www.etsy.com/listing/1501969227/wood-recipe-card-holder-wall-mount-pull
https://tricksupply.com/product/bingo-book-match-adams
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www.suttoncoldfieldsocietyofartists.co.uk 

If you are of a different bent, you may be interested in the two links below, sent in by John S.  

http://messybeast.com/dragonqueen/real-haynes.htm 
 

Also, I'm going to assume you've heard this but just in case: 
https://www.airliners.net/forum/viewtopic.php?t=1113747 

http://www.suttoncoldfieldsocietyofartists.co.uk
http://messybeast.com/dragonqueen/real-haynes.htm
https://www.airliners.net/forum/viewtopic.php?t=1113747
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RESET RESHAPE RESTART 

View in browser 

https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://news.comms.birmingham.gov.uk/NLI/ViewHtmlEmail.aspx?a=D860CC38B67C677BB8497486EEA61D00&b=277796C8C171A7147F4DECB7A8D33805
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HANDBOOK: 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100086596932293 

https://birmingham.connecttosupport.org/ 

https://www.calameo.com/read/00067546760ea7e9396a0
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100086596932293
https://birmingham.connecttosupport.org/
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www.applyforleap.org.uk 

https://applyforleap.org.uk/
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Action Fraud are urging the public to look out for phishing emails that relate to 
extortion as the Suspicious Email Reporting Service (SERS) received over 2,924 
reports in March 2025, a staggering increase compared to only 133 reports 
made in February. 

The reported phishing emails received by the National Cyber Security Centre’s SERS 
relate to a type of extortion referred to as ‘Financially Motivated Sexual 
Extortion’ (FMSE). 
 
Reports suggests the phrasing of the email and subject lines can vary, but the theme 
remains consistent: the phishing email claims to have installed malware on the 
recipient’s computer and recorded them visiting adult websites. The sender will then 
coerce the email recipient to pay a ransom demand by threatening to release the 
videos. The ransom is usually demanded in a form of cryptocurrency, such as Bitcoin. 

Continued on next page ... 
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In order to make these phishing attacks convincing, emails will often include 
genuine pieces of personal information relating to the victim, such as a 
password or home address. It is likely these would have been obtained from 
historic breaches of personal data.  

Analysis shows that many people who received these emails also later 
reported becoming victims of online account hacking. 
In 2024, a male victim in his thirties received numerous extortion emails that 
contained a password he used for one of his online accounts. The emails 
demanded a ransom of $500. Having correctly identified the emails as a 
scam, he deleted them. However, shortly afterwards he noticed that he was 
unable to login to one of his social media accounts. After some checking, he 
realised that one of his bank accounts and multiple social media accounts 
had been hacked and he was locked out of them. 

What to do if you receive an email like this: 
 

• As with other phishing emails, do not to engage with the phisher, forward 
the email to report@phishing.gov.uk, which is the NCSC's Suspicious 
Email Reporting Service (SERS), and then delete it. 

 

• If you are considering paying the Bitcoin ransom, you should be aware 
that doing so, you will likely become the target of more scams, as the 
phisher will know they have a ‘willing’ customer. 

 

• The inclusion of genuine passwords or other personal information in 
phishing emails is a strong indication that you may have been affected by 
a historic data breach. You can use this service to check which of your 
online accounts were affected:  https://haveibeenpwned.com 

 

• If the phishing email includes a password you still use, then change it 
immediately. Advice on how to create suitable passwords and enable 
other factors of authentication is available here: https://
stopthinkfraud.campaign.gov.uk/protect-yourself-from-fraud/protecting-
against-online-fraud/improve-your-password-security/ 

If you have been a victim of extortion, or concerned that someone may be in 
possession of intimate images of you, you should report it to your local police 
force by calling 101.  

Find out how to protect yourself from fraud: https://
stopthinkfraud.campaign.gov.uk 
 
If you’ve lost money or provided financial information as a result of any 
phishing scam, notify your bank 
immediately and report it to Action Fraud 
at  https://www.actionfraud.police.uk/report-
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mailto:report@phishing.gov.uk
https://s-url.co/qYUfAA
https://s-url.co/qYUfAA
https://s-url.co/qoUfAA
https://s-url.co/q4UfAA
https://s-url.co/q4UfAA
https://s-url.co/q4UfAA
https://s-url.co/rIUfAA
https://s-url.co/rIUfAA
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#Sceptre  
 
We're listening to community concerns about knife crime. Officers are doing 
targeted patrols and gathering intel to reduce knife crime in your local area. 
  
If you are concerned about knife crime in your area, or see something 
suspicious, get in touch today Report a crime | West Midlands Police 
 
Follow your local police social media accounts to keep up to date with the latest 
advice and information. 
 
Remember in an emergency, call 999. 
 
All non-urgent crime can be reported via our website or by calling 101. 
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#Sceptre | This week officers across the force 
will be intensifying efforts to reducing knife crime 
and getting weapons off the streets. You can 
help us do this.   
How you can help reduce knife crime in your 
area…  
 
1. If you see something suspicious or know of 
any gang activity, get in touch today Report a 
crime | West Midlands Police You can report 
anonymously through Crime Stoppers by calling 
0800 555 111 or visit https://crimestoppers-
uk.org/give-information 
 
2. Talk to your child or young people about the 
dangers of carrying a knife. Carrying a knife for 
protection is not a valid reason for the police. It 
actually means you’re 51 per cent more likely to 
have it used against you. Visit https://
lifeorknife.west-midlands.police.uk/ 
 
3. Dispose of old knives correctly. Wrap them in 
puncture proof plastic or cardboard. You can hand them in to your local police 
station, place them in a weapon surrender bin, or even pop them in your refuse bin 
wrapped securely and labelled ‘Caution: Sharp’. You can find your nearest weapon 
surrender bin here Weapon Surrender Bins - West Midlands Police & Crime 
Commissioner (westmidlands-pcc.gov.uk) 
 
4. Learn more about knife crime and the laws around carrying a weapon. We have 
created a dedicated educational space for our #LifeOrKnife campaign, click here to 
learn more https://lifeorknife.west-midlands.police.uk/ 
 
Follow your local police social media accounts to keep up to date with the latest 
advice and information.    
Remember in an emergency, call 999. 
All non-urgent crime can be reported via our website or by calling 101 
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https://crimestoppers-uk.org/give-information
https://crimestoppers-uk.org/give-information
https://lifeorknife.west-midlands.police.uk/
https://lifeorknife.west-midlands.police.uk/
http://westmidlands-pcc.gov.uk/
https://lifeorknife.west-midlands.police.uk/


 

Continued on next page... 
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As part of #Sceptre week, a week of intensified action to 
reduce knife crime, we’re encouraging all carers and parents 
to check in with their children. Have they recently used the 
Amazon account to order something unfamiliar? Have they 
answered the door to get a parcel and hidden it away? 

Online retailers have ID checks and policies on selling 
weapons and knives. It is illegal to sell a knife to anyone under 
the age of 18. However, with same-day delivery and locker 
parcel drops it’s easy for delivery drivers to miss out the ID 
check of the recipient at the door. 

Talk to your child if you see they have ordered knives or a 
weapon online, or have received a package you were not 
expecting. It can be difficult but we have plenty of tips and 
advice available on our website to help you start THAT 
conversation. Visit our Life or Knife website here 

If you discover a knife or weapon, be sure to wrap it up safely 
and securely. You can then either surrender this over at your 
local police station or a weapon surrender bin. If you find a 
kitchen knife or sharp tool in your child’s bedroom make sure it 
is secured and check your child is unharmed before you talk to 
them. If you are concerned about knife crime in your area, or 
see something suspicious, get in touch today Report a crime | 
West Midlands Police or call 101. 

Follow your local police social media accounts to keep up to 
date with the latest advice and information. 

Remember in an emergency, call 999. 

...continued from last page 
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The year is 1964 and we ask you to join us on Friday 11th July for a 
1960’s – inspired murder mystery night, The Murder of Brother 
Bartholemew. 

Fancy your chances as a detective or know someone who thinks they are 
the next Sherlock Holmes? 

If so, then come join us after hours in the atmospheric setting of the 
Victorian Lock Up. 

There’s been a murder and we need your help to conduct the 
investigation. 

You will need to look at the evidence, follow the clues and interrogate the 
suspects in their cells as you attempt to get to the bottom of what 
happened to poor Brother Bartholemew. 

You must work out who, what, how and perhaps most chillingly of all why 
he was murdered. 

Our actors will transport you back in time in this immersive setting. 

Click on the links to get your tickets  

The Murder of Brother Bartholemew: A 1960's Murder Mystery - (west-
midlands.police.uk 

Are you ready for the challenge? Book your tickets now! 
Please feel free to dress up in your finest 1960’s themed 
attire.Tickets are priced at £24pp 

Event start at 18:30 doors open at 18:15 
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Continued on next page... 
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The Lock Up has stood on Steelhouse 
Lane since 1891. In that time, it has 
seen some of Birmingham’s worst 
criminals. Join us for this special one of 
a kind event and  hear tales of true 
crime, horrendous acts and deeds. 
Come and join us on 21st  

Have ever wanted to hear about some 
of the darker stories of the Lock Up’s 
history? If so, this is the event for you! 

Join us on Sunday 8th September at 
the old Victorian Lock Up. In the very 
building these people were held, you’ll 

walk the same steps as the criminals we talk about. From our expert volunteers, 
you’ll hear tales of the real Peaky Blinders, Birmingham’s connection to Jack the 
Ripper and see some of the most notorious items in our archives. 

Time: Tours run every 20 minutes starting from 11:00am 

This event is over 18’s only 

Click on the link to get your tickets 

The Macabre Museum- Stories of Murder and Mayhem - (west-midlands.police.uk) 

Tickets are priced from £15 
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Criminals are experts at impersonating people or organisations (like 
banks, the tax office or even the police).  

They spend hours researching you for their scams, hoping you’ll let 
your guard down for just a moment. Stop and think. It could protect 
you and your money.  

Stop: Taking a moment to stop and think before parting with your 
money or information could keep you safe.  

Challenge: Could it be fake? It’s OK to reject, refuse or ignore any 
requests. Only criminals will try to rush or panic you.  

Protect: Contact your bank immediately if you think you’ve fallen for a 
scam and report it to Action Fraud here: Action Fraud 

For more information please click on the link below or see the attached 
Phone Scams Booklet 

45788196-0bc9-42a4-87cc-371f2710914e.pdf 
(neighbourhoodalert.co.uk)  

 

Attachments 
Phone Scams Booklet - Final.pdf  
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Action Fraud is urging people to look out for rogue QR codes, after 784 
reports of ‘quishing’ were made to Action Fraud between April 2024 and 

April 2025, with almost £3.5 million lost. 

A new alert has been issued by Action Fraud, warning about quishing, a 
form of phishing where a fraudulent QR code is scanned, designed to steal 
personal and financial information. The warning encourages people to stay 
vigilant and double check QR codes to see if they are malicious, or have 
been tampered with, before scanning them online or in public spaces.  

Claire Webb, Acting Director of Action Fraud, said:  
“QR codes are becoming increasingly common in everyday life, whether 
it’s scanning one to pay for parking, or receiving an email asking to verify 
an online account. However, reporting shows cyber criminals are 
increasingly using quishing as a way to trick the public out of their personal 
and financial information.  

“We’re urging people to stop and check before scanning QR codes, to 
avoid becoming a victim of quishing. Look out for QR codes that may have 
been tampered with in open spaces, or emails and texts that might include 

Continued on next page... 



 
rogue codes. If you’re in doubt, contact the organisation directly. You can 
follow our advice on quishing, on our website at www.actionfraud.police.uk to 
help protect yourself.” 

Action Fraud can reveal that quishing happens most frequently in car parks, 
with criminals using stickers to tamper with QR codes on parking machines. 
Quishing also occurred on online shopping platforms, where sellers received 
a QR code via email to either verify accounts or to receive payment for sold 
items.  

Reports also showed phishing attacks were taking place impersonating 
HMRC, or other UK government schemes, targeting people with QR codes 
designed to steal personal and financial details.  

What can you do avoid being a victim of quishing? 

• QR codes used in pubs or restaurants are usually safe to scan. 
 

• Scanning QR codes in open spaces (like stations and car parks) might 
pose a greater risk. Check for signs that codes may have been 
tampered with (usually by a sticker placed over the legitimate QR code). 
If in doubt, do not scan them: use a search engine to find the official 
website or app for the organisation you need to make a payment to. 

 

• If you receive an email with a QR code in it, and you're asked to scan it, 
you should be cautious due to an increase in these types of 'quishing' 
attacks. 

 

• Finally, we recommend that you use the QR-scanner that comes with 
your phone, rather than using an app downloaded from an app store. 

 

• If you receive a suspicious email, report it by forwarding it 
to phishing@report.gov.uk  

 

• Find out how to protect yourself from fraud: https://
stopthinkfraud.campaign.gov.uk 

 

• If you’ve been a victim of fraud, report it at www.actionfraud.police.uk or 
by calling 0300 123 2040. In Scotland, contact Police Scotland on 101. 

 

Message Sent By 
Action Fraud  

...continued from last page 

http://www.actionfraud.police.uk/
mailto:phishing@report.gov.uk
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https://s-url.co/OCYhAA
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Are you thinking about a career change in 2025? Or know someone who is? 
Maybe a family member, friend, colleague or neighbour? 

We’re currently recruiting for a range of roles, from police officers and PCSOs to 
various police staff positions and volunteer opportunities. 

Why join us? 

Earn a starting salary of £29,907 as a police officer and watch it grow to over 
£46,000 within seven years with annual increments. 

Plus, enjoy a range of benefits like enhanced maternity/paternity pay, a great 
pension, and exclusive discounts on everything from holidays to shopping. 

There’s many ways to train as a police officer and we’re one of the only forces 
currently recruiting into a wide range of those available. Whether you're a practical 
learner, aspiring detective, or looking to earn a degree, we've got a path for you. 

We pride ourselves in creating a supportive and inclusive environment for all our 
employees, with dedicated support networks for underrepresented groups. 

Want to get a head start on your New Year’s resolution? 

Apply now and start your journey with West Midlands Police. 

Find out more and apply by clicking this link.  

Please share this message with your family, friends and neighbours. 

We wish you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

https://s-url.co/VosZAA


Action Fraud are urging the public to look out for phishing emails that relate to 
extortion as the Suspicious Email Reporting Service (SERS) received over 2,924 
reports in March 2025, a staggering increase compared to only 133 reports 
made in February. 

 
 

The reported phishing emails received by the National Cyber Security Centre’s SERS 
relate to a type of extortion referred to as ‘Financially Motivated Sexual 
Extortion’ (FMSE). 
 
Reports suggests the phrasing of the email and subject lines can vary, but the theme 
remains consistent: the phishing email claims to have installed malware on the 
recipient’s computer and recorded them visiting adult websites. The sender will then 
coerce the email recipient to pay a ransom demand by threatening to release the 
videos. The ransom is usually demanded in a form of cryptocurrency, such as Bitcoin. 

order to make these phishing attacks convincing, emails will often include genuine 
pieces of personal information relating to the victim, such as a password or home 
address. It is likely these would have been obtained from historic breaches of personal 
data.  

Analysis shows that many people who received these emails also later reported 
becoming victims of online account hacking. 
In 2024, a male victim in his thirties received numerous extortion emails that contained 
a password he used for one of his online accounts. The emails demanded a ransom of 
$500. Having correctly identified the emails as a scam, he deleted them. However, 
shortly afterwards he noticed that he was unable to login to one of his social media 
accounts. After some checking, he realised that one of his bank accounts and multiple 
social media accounts had been hacked and he was locked out of them. 

What to do if you receive an email like this: 
 

• As with other phishing emails, do not to engage with the phisher, forward the 
email to report@phishing.gov.uk, which is the NCSC's Suspicious Email 
Reporting Service (SERS), and then delete it. 

 

• If you are considering paying the Bitcoin ransom, you should be aware that doing 
so, you will likely become the target of more scams, as the phisher will know they 
have a ‘willing’ customer. 

 

• The inclusion of genuine passwords or other personal information in phishing 
emails is a strong indication that you may have been affected by a historic data 
breach. You can use this service to check which of your online accounts were 
affected:  https://haveibeenpwned.com 

 

• If the phishing email includes a password you 
still use, then change it immediately. Advice 
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Streetly Community Library, Blackwood Road, Streetly, B74 3PL 
 

01922 654864  streetlylibrary@walsall.gov.uk 

mailto:streetlylibrary@walsall.gov.uk


streetlylibrary@walsall.gov.uk 
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Birmingham’s Mobile Library Service  

 
For over 30 years the Mobile Library has taken library services out into many 
diverse communities across the city. 

Everyone is welcome to join the Mobile Library. You can register with us, or 
you can use your existing Birmingham library card on the vehicle. You can 
borrow a maximum of 10 items at any one time (including items borrowed 
from our other libraries). The Mobile Library vehicle carries over 3,500 items 
of stock for adults, young people and children of all ages. The stock is 
changed frequently, and new items are added regularly. 

The Mobile Library has access to the full library catalogue. It operates a free 
reservation service for any items you may wish to order. You can return items 
from other Birmingham libraries at any Mobile Library stop too. The Mobile 
Library vehicle is also fitted with a lift allowing for easy access. 

Did you know that the service comes into the heart of our community? 

It currently operates every Tuesday between 10.00 – 11.00 parked 
outside Sutton Park Academy on Coppice View Road, B73 6UE. 

Go along and see what’s on board. Use it – Or lose it! 

For more information, please use one of the methods detailed below -  

Phone: 0121 464 6171    Mobile: 07766 923344 

Email: mobile.library.service@birmingham.gov.uk 

FaceBook: Mobile Library Service - Birmingham UK    Twitter: bhammobilelib 

www.birmingham.gov.uk/mobile-library 
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mailto:mobile.library.service@birmingham.gov.uk
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/mobile-library


 

Kingstanding Library 
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See next page 
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www.elimlifechurch.co.uk 

 
 

Your free advertisement 
could go here. 

 
Email 

bgatepost@gmail.com. 

https://www.elimlifechurch.co.uk/
mailto:bgatepost@gmail.com
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www.birmingham.gov.uk/warmwelcome 

www.birmingham.gov.uk/energyhelp 

www.birmingham.gov.uk/healthystart 

http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/foodhelp 

www.birmingham.gov.uk/school-meals 

www.birmingham.gov.uk/energyscam 

www.gov.uk/check-benefits-financial-support 

www.birmingham.gov.uk/debtadviceteam 

www.birmingham.gov.uk/helpinbrum 

www.theprojectbirmingham.org 

www.bcabs.org.uk 

www.disability.co.uk 

www.ageuk.org.uk/birmingham 

www.birminghammind.org 

www.moneyhelper.org.uk 

www.stoploansharks.co.uk 

www.turn2us.org.uk 

www.bswaid.org 

england.shelter.org.uk 

www.theaws.co.uk/listen-connect 

www.rmcentre.org.uk 

www.spitfireservices.org.uk 

http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/warmwelcome
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/energyhelp
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/healthystart
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/foodhelp
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/school-meals
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/energyscam
http://www.gov.uk/check-benefits-financial-support
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/debtadviceteam
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/helpinbrum
http://www.theprojectbirmingham.org
http://www.bcabs.org.uk
http://www.disability.co.uk
http://www.ageuk.org.uk/birmingham
http://www.birminghammind.org
http://www.moneyhelper.org.uk
http://www.stoploansharks.co.uk
http://www.turn2us.org.uk
http://www.bswaid.org
http://england.shelter.org.uk
http://www.theaws.co.uk/listen-connect
http://www.rmcentre.org.uk
http://www.spitfireservices.org.uk


74 



Line Dancing 

Absolute Beginners Class 

to be held at 

Banners Gate Community Hall 

Tuesdays 5 - 6 pm 

Everyone welcome 

Please phone Diane 

On 07711 048 215 

For further information 
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www.ourplacesupport.org 

Email: adviceservice@ 
ourplacesupport.org 

@OurPlaceSupport 

communityconnectors@ourplacesupport.org 

Email: healandtransform@yahoo.com 

Website: www.healandtransform.co.uk 

http://www.ourplacesupport.org
mailto:adviceservice@%20ourplacesupport.org
mailto:adviceservice@%20ourplacesupport.org
mailto:communityconnectors@ourplacesupport.org
mailto:healandtransform@yahoo.com
https://www.healandtransform.co.uk/
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Today, we’re 
lifting a lid on 
some of the 
amazing work 
which your 
support of the 
RSPB makes 
possible. Our 
Wildlife Enquiries 
team answers 
the most 
common 
questions we get 
asked about 
birds at this time 
of year – 
including what to 
do if you find a 
baby bird. 
 
We also look at 
the work across 
our 220 plus 
nature reserves. 
These wildlife 
havens are home to an incredible 18,500 species. In a special report, we look at 
how populations of species like the Spoonbill and Great White Egret are 
growing, as well as how conservation efforts are helping Red-listed Ringed 
Plovers and Roseate Terns. 
 
Plus, Springwatch is back on BBC2 from Monday, with live features from RSPB 
nature reserves Rathlin Island and Belfast Window on Wildlife. Don’t miss it! 
 
No future without nature 
 
But away from these special places for nature, we’re deeply worried that wildlife 
is at risk. In recent weeks we've been calling out the UK Government’s Planning 
and Infrastructure Bill, highlighting the dangers to nature and the countryside. 
We've now joined The Wildlife Trusts to call for the most damaging part of the 
Bill to be scrapped completely. Find out more and support by emailing your 
MP. 
 
Thank you for supporting birds and other wildlife, 

 
 
Siân Duncan 
Notes on Nature editor  
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Shop  Join 

Find the answers 

https://click.email.rspb.org.uk/?qs=78db9ec123b66d63828f2590052f3cc65a10ee21cdb489b15b590ea9d9600e1322525f096e3ed62efa70eaf90b9d66e1bc62947d8ee33b7f
https://click.email.rspb.org.uk/?qs=278dac71bf4178066836bebc8b406990f33900ded6aef502b76d92ee2206772cc66d83f7041dfedd6b4ce3b3662e9aff5334b4f417ff7b3f
https://click.email.rspb.org.uk/?qs=fee08a15439f2ff411752e14fb312dee3135a2a430b05bc22cb58109fb780ff16393dfb529336a41ef6617f8e0bc84ee0918b348afd533d3
https://shopping.rspb.org.uk/?utm_source=notes_on_nature_20250201&utm_medium=email&utm_term=notes_on_nature&utm_content=2&utm_campaign=notes_on_nature
https://www.rspb.org.uk/membership?utm_source=notes_on_nature_20250201&utm_medium=email&utm_term=notes_on_nature&utm_content=3&utm_campaign=notes_on_nature
https://www.rspb.org.uk/membership?utm_source=notes_on_nature_20250201&utm_medium=email&utm_term=notes_on_nature&utm_content=3&utm_campaign=notes_on_nature
https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/ask-the-rspb-wildlife-team-may?utm_source=notes_on_nature_20250524&utm_medium=email&utm_term=notes_on_nature&utm_content=5&utm_campaign=notes_on_nature


  

Scam Alerts 

Safer online shopping after a cyberattack 
 
Recent high-profile cyberattacks on businesses including Marks & Spencer and 
Co-op may have left you nervous about sharing your data when shopping 
online. 
We look at the measures shoppers are taking to protect themselves and share 
some simple tips to keep your data safe and avoid scams. 

 

Watch out for scams in Google ads 
 
Dodgy websites are appearing at the top of Google search results, targeting 
drivers who are looking to pay the daily Ultra Low Emissions Zone (ULEZ) 
charge. 
Search queries on Google for ‘pay ULEZ charge’ have been found to generate 
sponsored search results for websites that aren’t affiliated with TfL and that 
could leave you vulnerable to scammers. We explain how to spot and avoid 
these suspicious sites. 

 

Trending tax refund scams 
 
Scammers impersonating HMRC are nothing new, but we've noticed that P800 
(tax refund) scams are trending. This may be a result of scammers taking 
advantage of reported delays to tax refund requests. 
Fraudsters might contact you by phone, text or email, but the real HMRC will 
never ask for your bank account details. We round up the warning signs to look 
out for. 

 

Scam sharer tool 
 
cam sharer tool. Tell us your experiences of phishing emails, fake texts, cold 
calls and other types of fraud. 

 

Which? Scam Alert Team 
 
P.S. Please share this information with your friends, family and neighbours – 
anyone who may find it helpful. Alternatively, they can sign up here to receive 
this directly to their inbox. 

https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=ad9a29a11942ac20b511dfa29a378b6af971da49fd1cacb958565e8287ad55930c30d3e714b2d64767aaa2e33492360c21512ec8757b775230ff323bf78eb999
https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=ad9a29a11942ac20bd7304687768416ce8243d2bf607430cebea5a1b230a61c9479c9180682d221e44959ab2483de2965bbdc46cddedb09f2b837710688d6e3c
https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=ad9a29a11942ac20bd7304687768416ce8243d2bf607430cebea5a1b230a61c9479c9180682d221e44959ab2483de2965bbdc46cddedb09f2b837710688d6e3c
https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=ad9a29a11942ac20b9f0c664453a1d65d788bfc6c1e9706adfacfd6f4bc1156c41bf0248d1fe98054c1207c7608ebb18c190763919eeaea2e75a2e11558e7a1f
https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=ad9a29a11942ac20b9f0c664453a1d65d788bfc6c1e9706adfacfd6f4bc1156c41bf0248d1fe98054c1207c7608ebb18c190763919eeaea2e75a2e11558e7a1f
https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=61b50cab152c864f523145a7f12879518ebf31ef51536dcf84c10dea1fd856c17eab390687659081613807f9f6bbc9d21e2248084537bc96efff9a71f5265077
https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=61b50cab152c864fd5f2bbab86c9d0f0b485d988784c005f85cd163e938e0a1ea579ea2153ac379daef61a4b5fb820ddc9b59d875d0c010193dd18fb750fbae0


 

Holiday villas that don't exist  
 

Imagine arriving in Thailand with your family after a 30-hour 
journey and months of anticipation, only to discover that the 
holiday villa you booked doesn't exist. To make matters worse, it's 
just a few days before Christmas. 
 
We helped a family who experienced just this after paying for a 
scam listing on Booking.com. Find out what happened and how to 
avoid falling for similar accommodation scams ahead of the holiday 
season.  
 

Latest scams doing the rounds  
 

Stay in the know about recent scams that are targeting people 
across the UK. 
 
The latest warnings to be aware of include a B&Q scam advert, 
fake council tax calls and texts, and a Marks and Spencer 
impersonation email. Take a look at the full list based on your 
reports to our Which? Scam Action Alerts Facebook community 
and our scam-sharer tool.  
 

A convincing copycat website  
 

We recently spoke to someone who was scammed through a 
copycat Lastminute.com website. The scammers then posed as 
Mastercard to gain access to her phone and steal even more 
money. 
 
This case highlights the danger of scam websites – find out what to 
do if you come across a copycat site and the actions to take if you 
fall victim.  
 

Scam sharer tool  
 

There's an easy way to make us aware of scams directly with 
our scam sharer tool. Tell us your experiences of phishing emails, 
fake texts, cold calls and other types of fraud.  
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https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=ae291e6e2bc59ce5103a84515749e7f36ce5cc505e2b02c6783e15149bb6b9cbfd16a3188e1c93059d81a02d0265b44a9120b9038762a8768f407d0324c0c81e
https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=ae291e6e2bc59ce5103a84515749e7f36ce5cc505e2b02c6783e15149bb6b9cbfd16a3188e1c93059d81a02d0265b44a9120b9038762a8768f407d0324c0c81e
https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=ae291e6e2bc59ce5103a84515749e7f36ce5cc505e2b02c6783e15149bb6b9cbfd16a3188e1c93059d81a02d0265b44a9120b9038762a8768f407d0324c0c81e
https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=5e5e7c392442968062506728ba7703e65ed897a42e380d9eab17b4c8dfd3589594aa60a8ecc71a21dfdc28bc80c6d017ee0e06f4d916464f0a2640a7e595d5fe
https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=5e5e7c392442968068b925bd72d417f4a65ad7a93d62ae3321d61061daafaf13e265c3525fddce71be1d25310866d39e852eb87eafbd38719851757e6963a0e0
https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=5e5e7c392442968068b925bd72d417f4a65ad7a93d62ae3321d61061daafaf13e265c3525fddce71be1d25310866d39e852eb87eafbd38719851757e6963a0e0
https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=5e5e7c392442968068b925bd72d417f4a65ad7a93d62ae3321d61061daafaf13e265c3525fddce71be1d25310866d39e852eb87eafbd38719851757e6963a0e0
https://www.which.co.uk/tool/scam-sharer?utm_source=ExactTarget&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=4617504-S_SA_EM_ProdBU__20250529&mi_u=220816452&mi_ecmp=S_SA_EM_ProdBU__20250529
https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=bc8c5b86199d8d516adc0bda24bfc1cb2253300e2d32e1fc26fbef8daebfeecd0f5426a4de30a866230416d61ecce0890acd53a4721fcc68bc174c7bdb79bd0c


  
 
 
 
 
 

Scam Alerts  
 

Sim-swap scammers exploit weak email security 
 

Sim-swap fraud is when a scammer steals your phone number by tricking 
your mobile network provider into transferring the number to a Sim card that 
they own. The scammers then attempt to hack into your accounts using one
-time passwords sent by text. 
 
Recent cases point to weak email security opening the door to fraudsters, 
but are mobile networks doing enough to protect customers? Find out 
what's really happening and what you can do to protect yourself against this 
nasty scam.  
 

How to block spam emails for good 
 

Spam emails often lead to scams – potentially tricking you into handing over 
personal data and making it harder to spot the emails you actually want to 
see.  
 
Blocking the sender and reporting the message won’t stop spam when the 
sender constantly rotates their address. But our experts at Which? Tech 
Support found a way to block junk before it even appears in your inbox - find 
out how to do it for yourself.  
 

Watch out for fake eBay emails 
 

Concerned recipients of a convincing fake eBay 'purchase confirmation' 
email have taken to social media to warn about this sneaky new scam.  
 
The email claims you have purchased high-value items, and includes a 
number to call for 'assistance'. Calling the number will likely put you through 
to a scammer. Take a look at this example and find out how to spot and 
avoid it.  
 

Scam sharer tool  
 
There's now a much easier way to make us aware of scams directly with our 
scam sharer tool. Tell us your experiences of phishing emails, fake texts, 
cold calls and other types of fraud.  
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https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=345c02c79ba669021cc14bc77f0bc110de707550c9a9041fdb2a0d7e172167c268d660d292820827b00d0b459ebb2b731ee256b129ffa59e4076eec8fd6055b5
https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=345c02c79ba669021cc14bc77f0bc110de707550c9a9041fdb2a0d7e172167c268d660d292820827b00d0b459ebb2b731ee256b129ffa59e4076eec8fd6055b5
https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=345c02c79ba669021cc14bc77f0bc110de707550c9a9041fdb2a0d7e172167c268d660d292820827b00d0b459ebb2b731ee256b129ffa59e4076eec8fd6055b5
https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=345c02c79ba66902284c3dea89b8ec6436e239a15d6a0001d4a82d2076aabe748c72581a30f3b1fae90159bc82537d0dc06470956a92bebf07cebf69cc029424
https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=345c02c79ba66902284c3dea89b8ec6436e239a15d6a0001d4a82d2076aabe748c72581a30f3b1fae90159bc82537d0dc06470956a92bebf07cebf69cc029424
https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=345c02c79ba6690240bd8cba8d1b9f518ee2753bc3d0e1c642ca575cf7bd82ca370924b2260e81fd4461ec6f6652c1f6a26126a653f76786d05267d969d1cbeb
https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=345c02c79ba6690240bd8cba8d1b9f518ee2753bc3d0e1c642ca575cf7bd82ca370924b2260e81fd4461ec6f6652c1f6a26126a653f76786d05267d969d1cbeb
https://www.which.co.uk/tool/scam-sharer?utm_source=ExactTarget&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=4564254-S_SA_EM_ProdBU__20250227&mi_u=220816452&mi_ecmp=S_SA_EM_ProdBU__20250227


 

Fake shopping ads on Google  
 
Scammers are buying up ad space on Google, hoping to trick people into 
clicking on their malicious links that appear at the top of search results. 
These ads seem even more convincing having passed through Google's own 
verification checks.  
 
In a recent example, a dodgy ad led to a fake Costco website with tempting 
deals on a variety of products. Find out more about the scam advertiser 
behind these Google adverts and use our expert's tips to stay safe when 
shopping online.  
 
 

When data breaches lead to scams  
 
Last week we shared our scams advice following the cyberattacks on M&S 
and Co-op. Since then, M&S has confirmed that customer data was stolen by 
the hackers. You should therefore be wary of calls or messages claiming to 
come from either firm. 
 
These companies are not the first to face cyberattacks and they certainly 
won't be the last. Big data breaches are often followed by a wave of 
fraudulent activity – learn the seven steps you should take to protect yourself 
after a data breach.  
 
 

Task scams are circulating  
 
One of the most common types of job scams are task scams. This is where 
you’re asked to complete simple tasks at home on your computer for a small 
fee. It’s also not uncommon for scammers to pay you a small earning at the 
start of a job scam to make it appear legitimate. 
 
We've seen a recent example of this type of scam which claims to offer as 
much as £800 for carrying out simple tasks on eBay. Find out what to look 
out for and the tactics job scammers use to lure in victims. 
 

Scam sharer tool  
 
There's now a much easier way to make us aware of scams directly with our 
scam sharer tool. Tell us your experiences of phishing emails, fake texts, cold 
calls and other types of fraud.  
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https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=40ddc30a97afbfc4b4b79f81a8f7089e3850c0cb24d73db1f2834dd9023b5d2f2edd440bba6cf606b1deeb8223179c719ff1834ba819649fbafdb2acd83665b2
https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=40ddc30a97afbfc4b4b79f81a8f7089e3850c0cb24d73db1f2834dd9023b5d2f2edd440bba6cf606b1deeb8223179c719ff1834ba819649fbafdb2acd83665b2
https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=40ddc30a97afbfc4240c8a90762c52963d8d2409ec47849482c5b1a8eae1a97e70e79ddf9f33b9cc0b7a1de1071735994fdf9c5605631c99da1a8772eac56d08
https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=40ddc30a97afbfc4240c8a90762c52963d8d2409ec47849482c5b1a8eae1a97e70e79ddf9f33b9cc0b7a1de1071735994fdf9c5605631c99da1a8772eac56d08
https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=54c38f6dc3d0c25213a95e68fcd5d2184cf32172473ecb08dd89cedb559f00178d1d539d61acdbcc9acc45cbfa8256ace3d4eb9d56702e05586c36f75380273d
https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=54c38f6dc3d0c25213a95e68fcd5d2184cf32172473ecb08dd89cedb559f00178d1d539d61acdbcc9acc45cbfa8256ace3d4eb9d56702e05586c36f75380273d
https://www.which.co.uk/tool/scam-sharer?utm_source=ExactTarget&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=4564254-S_SA_EM_ProdBU__20250227&mi_u=220816452&mi_ecmp=S_SA_EM_ProdBU__20250227
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rachel.mackay@careuk.com 

www.healthystart.nhs.uk 

mailto:rachel.mackay@careuk.com
https://www.healthystart.nhs.uk/
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"W" (Double-u) 

 (an abbreviated term for a win) 

Founded in 2020, W was 
created for winners and the 
winning mentality that we stand 
for.  Whatever you are winning 
at in life, whether that's in work, 
sport or your own business, we 
want to celebrate that! 

To us, having that winning 
mentality is giving everything 

you've got in the face of 
adversity. 

Join the Winners Circle! 

Peter Wilson - Director & Founder 

double-u.co.uk 
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https://www.double-u.co.uk/
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CSAdultSocialCare@birmingham.gov.uk 

CSAdultSocialCare@birmingham.gov.uk 

mailto:CSAdultSocialCare@birmingham.gov.uk
mailto:CSAdultSocialCare@birmingham.gov.uk
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nasar.mahmood@bsettlement.org.uk 

www.birminghamsettlement.org.uk 

 

mailto:nasar.mahmood@bsettlement.org.uk
https://www.birminghamsettlement.org.uk/
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www.birminghamsettlement.org.uk 

 

www.birminghamsettlement.org.uk 

https://www.birminghamsettlement.org.uk/
https://www.birminghamsettlement.org.uk/
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Donate now 
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https://buddybagfoundation.co.uk/
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SUTTON COLDFIELD JAZZ CLUB 

At Boldmere Sports & Social Club 

323, Boldmere Road, Sutton Coldfield 

                                 West Midlands B73 5HQ 
      

 

Every Wednesday night: 8pm to 10.30pm (Doors open 7pm) 

All Welcome-Pay at the Door (No Club Membership Fee) 

Live Jazz Bands, Bar, Parking, Dancing & Socialising 

We look forward to seeing you to be entertained  

for a great night out. 

For details of the Bands playing and entrance price, please 
see our Facebook Page as listed below:  

https:/

 SUTTON COLDFIELD ACOUSTIC  
GUITAR CLUB 

At The Legion Club, Rectory Road, Sutton Coldfield 
West Midlands B75 7AL  

     
The First Tuesday of every month: 8pm to 10.30pm 

(Doors open 7.30pm) 
All Welcome- Guitarists, Guitar singers, and Listeners. 

Pay at the Door (No Club Membership Fee) £3.00 entrance fee 
Live Music, Bar, Parking, & Socialising 

We look forward to seeing you to be entertained  
for a great night out. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For more details, please see our Facebook Page as listed below:  

https://www.facebook.com/The-Sutton-Coldfield-Acoustic-
Guitar-Club-109012558287876/ 

                      Or Contact: Sandra on 07932-395158 

  

Contact: Colin – 07966-745741   

Boldmere 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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https://scu3a.org.uk/ 

hope.bourton@englandnetball.co.uk 

https://scu3a.org.uk/
mailto:hope.bourton@englandnetball.co.uk
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www.suttonphoto.club 

www.Trinity-photography-group.com 

www.facebook.com/groups/TrinityPhotographicGroup/

https://www.suttonphoto.club/
http://www.Trinity-photography-group.com
http://www.facebook.com/groups/TrinityPhotographicGroup/
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www.suttoncoldfieldcreativestitchers.co.uk 

BIRMINGHAM COMPUTERS & 
COMPONENTS 

 
Professional supply and support for 

Business and Home in the Birmingham 
area. 

Check our web site for details of our 
services and products. We supply 

Desktops, Laptops – both new & high 
quality refurbished - Gaming 

Computers, Accessories, Web Design. 
 

0121 270 6180 
 

www.birminghamcomputershop.co.uk 
 

We look forward to being of service to you 

http://www.suttoncoldfieldcreativestitchers.co.uk/
https://birminghamcomputershop.co.uk/


We meet monthly second Tuesday 2.15pm - All Saints Church 
Hall, Foley Rd East, Streetly B74 3EX. 

We had a good show of Eastern promise on Tuesday from Minh 
Lane. 

Minh originates from Vietnam. She tells some very interesting 
stories and used some very different materials like banana leaves, 
bamboo, orchids and proteas in some very unusual containers. 

Next meeting - Tuesday 8th July - Demonstration with Marie 
Bradley 'Summer Fun'. 

We are a friendly, enthusiastic Club and visitors are always 
welcome - why not join us?  

Further details: Chris Reeves tel 0121 354 6264. 
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STREETLY FLOWER ARRANGERS’ CLUB 

See photos on next page 
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We held the first meeting of 2025 in February, and we were 
delighted to welcome a lovely full room. The weather has not been 
very encouraging to gardeners so far this year, but we all know that 
spring is on the way, and the sun will shine!! We kicked the year off 
with one of our own members, Lottie Hammond giving us a talk on 
wildlife gardening, Lottie works as a ecologist and landscape 
architect, and a lot of her work seems to involve her working in the 
middle of know where, in the middle of the night, tracking bats, 
newts, badgers and all sorts of creatures that are so important to 
the biodiversity of our landscape. Lottie also spoke about the 
importance of our gardens, no matter large or small.  We can all 
play our part to preserve our wildlife. Water plays a huge part in all 
gardens, and no matter how small, will attract beneficial insects 

and other creatures instantly. As a keen gardener, we can often 
become too keen on weeding, and this is not always a good thing. 
Maybe we can leave a small patch of nettles. They can be a great 
food source for caterpillars and ladybirds, and frogs and toads will 
happily shelter beneath their leaves. Chopped up nettles are also a 
great compost activator and are also high in minerals. They can 
also be used to make a natural organic plant food, and all for 
free!!!!  

Next month we have the return of a great friend to our club, Mick 
Poultney, the original compost king. Mick will be speaking to us on 
how to make your own compost at home, ready for use in a 
month!!!! An entertaining evening will be guaranteed, so please 
come along and join us, you can come as a visitor for just £2, and 
membership that covers the whole year, plus entry to the show is 
just £10. We meet the second Thursday of each month, at Banners 
Gate Community Church in Westwood. Doors open at 7.30p.m. for 
an 8.00p.m. start. Refreshments are always available, and there is 
plenty of parking.  If you would like any more information, please 
take a look at our website or Facebook group, or give our secretary 
Gail a call on 07307857440 

The attached pictures are from a few years ago when our society 
was asked to put on a display for Sutton Coldfield In Bloom. 

                                                                 See photos on next page. 

The Sutton Coldfield Fuchsia Society & Gardening Guild. 
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More on next page 
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These ladies meet in the Botanico Café in House of Fraser every 
Wednesday at noon for a couple of hours of knitting, crocheting 
and other gentle sports.  Full instruction given to beginners. 
Go on, give it a try, you may enjoy it, at least you’ll learn 
something. 
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Email: s.summerfield@ageconcernbirmingham.org.uk 

mailto:s.summerfield@ageconcernbirmingham.org.uk
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Hope Food North Birmingham 
are currently looking for a new 
base in/around Sutton 
Coldfield.  We need it to store 

food and prepare food bags.  We would need 
access in the day and evening Monday to 
Friday.   We run 3 food banks weekly in 
Erdington, Falcon Lodge and Mere Green.   If 
anyone has any premises with vehicle access 
that they would think would suit us, please get 
in touch.  Thank you.  

T: 07869 822502   E: info@hopefood.org.uk 
 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO SUPPORT OUR 
WORK, PLEASE MAKE A DONATION USING 

THIS LINK. 
https://link.justgiving.com/v1/charity/donate/
charityId/3143929?
tipScheme=TipJar2.1&reference=givingcheckout_tj
21 

 
Hope Food – North Birmingham.  A charitable incorporated 

organisation registered in England.  Charity registration 
number 1195019. 

Registered office 407 Jockey Road, Sutton Coldfield B73 5XH 

mailto:info@hopefood.org.uk
https://link.justgiving.com/v1/charity/donate/charityId/3143929?tipScheme=TipJar2.1&reference=givingcheckout_tj21
https://link.justgiving.com/v1/charity/donate/charityId/3143929?tipScheme=TipJar2.1&reference=givingcheckout_tj21
https://link.justgiving.com/v1/charity/donate/charityId/3143929?tipScheme=TipJar2.1&reference=givingcheckout_tj21
https://link.justgiving.com/v1/charity/donate/charityId/3143929?tipScheme=TipJar2.1&reference=givingcheckout_tj21
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Age concern no longer have their: 
Our Trusted Tradesperson Scheme has 
the right trade, whatever you job. From 
builders to plumbers and electricians all of 
our tradespeople are vetted, DBS checked 
and working to current guidelines. 
 
But you could try the NO ROGUE TRADERS 
HERE scheme run by many councils, 
including Birmingham. 
 
No Rogue Traders Here works in partnership 
with Trading Standards to keep a list of 
traders across the West Midlands who have 
been interviewed and quality checked.  
 
Click here for the link that takes you through 
the Birmingham City Council website for 
additional confirmation. 

 
Contact number above if interested. 

Do you want your advert 
here, for free of charge. 

 
Email 

bgatepost@gmail.com 

https://noroguetradershere.com/
https://noroguetradershere.com/
https://noroguetradershere.com/
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/20108/trading_standards/1058/find_an_approved_trader


 

Discourage lawless individuals from breaking into your 
property with the modern security systems we provide for 
properties throughout Birmingham. Based in Great Barr, 
we are a small family-run business committed to 
providing state-of-the-art security systems which 
effectively protect your property from harm. Primarily 
serving domestic and commercial customers, we design, 
supply, install, commission, and service all security 
systems in full accordance and compliance with the latest 
British and European standards. From supplying high-
tech CCTV systems and Burglar Alarms to installing fob 
Access Control systems and Fire Alarms, we are the first 
choice when you want to increase your property’s 
security. To arrange a free, no-obligation consultation for 
any of the security systems we supply, please get in 
touch.   

Phone no. 0121 386 2639 
Email: info@cw-sec.co.uk  Website: www.cw-sec.co.uk 
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0121 323 4200 

 

Facebook: Only Rosie’s 

Instagram: onlyrosiescakes 
Email: rosie_p25@hotmail.co.uk 

www.healthystart.nhs.uk 

Erdington  Methodist Church, 

Station Road 

mailto:info@cw-sec.co.uk
http://www.cw-sec.co.uk/
mailto:Email:%20rosie_p25@hotmail.co.uk
https://www.healthystart.nhs.uk/
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Contact Michelle on 07933 986 869 
Monday - Friday 10am to 5pm 
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 luchubbard@hotmail.com 

  www.teachitright.com 

2022 

mailto:luchubbard@hotmail.com
mailto:www.teachitright.com
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Monday & Wednesday 
 

Blue Coats School Gym 
 

WS1 2ND 
 

Kids: 6.00pm—7.00pm 

Tuesday 
 

Mere Green 
 

Community Centre 
 

Adults & Juniors: 
 

7.00pm—8.30pm 

Wednesday 
 

Sutton Girls’ School 
 

(Dance Studio at the 
Back of the building) 

 
Adults & Juniors (12+): 

7.00pm—8.30pm 

Thursday 
 

All Saints’ Church Hall 
 

Kids: 6.00pm—7.00pm 
 

Adults: 7.00pm—8.30pm 

*Multi-style martial arts club welcome students of all ages and abilities* 
 

*Enthusiastic and  experienced instructors* 
 

*Four chances to grade a year for lower grades* 
 

*Local and national kickboxing and jujitsu competitions open to all students* 
 

Contact Gary on 07921 132 860 
 

or email: chong.fouroaks@gmail.com  

         *Established in the area for over 22 years* 

Mondays & Wednesdays 
Blue Coat C.E. Academy, Birmingham Street, Walsall WS1 2ND 

Kids  6.00pm  -  7.00pm 
Adults  7.00pm  -  8.30pm 

Pregnancy YogaLates 
Class 

Pregnancy YogaLates 
Class 

mailto:chong.fouroaks@gmail.com
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New Horizons Counselling Services.  

The Community Hall, Reay Nadin Drive, Sutton Coldfield.  

If you would like to know about our service ring the number above 

Or visit our web site www.newhorizonscounselling.org. 

WDC Service Solutions Ltd 
Complete Door Security and Access Solutions 

WDC can repair the following products: UPVC WINDOWS, 
HANDLES, HINGES, LOCKS, ROLLERS FOR PATIO DOORS, 

SECURITY, UPGRADES, REPAIRS TO UPVC DOORS, TIMBER 
DOOR REPAIRS, REPLACEMENT DOORS, GARAGE DOOR 

REPAIRS, REPAIR OR REPLACE, FAULTY CABLES, HANDLES 
AND LOCKS, REMOTE CONTROLS, REPLACEMENT FOBS, 

NEW GARAGE DOOR SYSTEMS, FREE QUOTATIONS. 
www.wdcservicesolutions.com  service@wdcservicesolutions.com 

sales@wdcservicesolutions.com  T: 0121 285 3222 
Unit 16 C, Maybrook Business Park, Maybrook Road,  

Minworth. B76 1AL 
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HATHA YOGA 
 

Banners Gate 
 

Community Hall, 
 

Thursdays 10.00 -11.00 a.m. 

Beginners class £5.50 per session 

Please call Tricia on 07954 403943.  

The Banners Gate Community Hall is 
available at various times during the week, 

including weekends. 
The hall is approx. 38’ x 21’  

(11.6m x 6.4m) 
The kitchen is approx. 11’ x 7’  

(3.4m x 2.2m) 
The Jarrett room is approx. 13’ x 8’  

(4m x 2.5m) 
The ladies has 2 cubicles and a nappy 

changing table.  There is a gents/disabled 
toilet. 

The building is step-free. 
For further booking information go to: 

www.bannersgatecommunityassociation.org 

Public Speaking for Absolute 
Beginners  

by Sally Jenkins 
Tips on constructing and presenting 

all types of speeches.  
Available on Amazon or direct from 

the author: 
sallysjenkins@btinternet.com   0121 

0777 333 9214 

Banners Gate Community  
Hall Coffee Mornings.  

The next is on 17th June 
and will be from 9.30 a.m. 

to noon - note new times. 

 

  

 

http://www.newhorizonscounselling.org
http://www.bannersgatecommunityassociation.org
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SWIMMING LESSONS 
for ages 4 and upwards: 

Wednesday & Friday Evenings 
Local Pools ~ All Abilities 

Badge Work ~ Qualified Instructors 
0121 353 6616 

www.swimminglessonsinsuttoncoldfield.co.uk 

Plastering internal & external 
specialist 
Includes: Dry lining  -  Plaster 
boarding  -  Artex re-skimming  -  
Replacement walls & ceilings  -  
Painting / Decorating  -  Carpentry 
 

Lee Nugent 
 

36 Banners Gate Road 
Sutton Coldfield  B73 6RX 

Office: 0121 354 5446 
Mobile: 07934 15 19 20 
Lee.nugent1@virginmedia.com 

           0 – 13 months 
    Baby Development Class 
 

Wednesdays 9.30, 11.00 and 12.30 
 

 

Music, singing, exercise, massage, signing, light 
shows, bubbles, bells, tickly feathers  and 

many more!!   For more details:  
 

Call Tracy Jones on 07753 82 56 22 
 

Email: suttoncoldfield@babysensory.co.uk 

www.rhythmcircle.co.uk 

HOME TUITION 
 

Key Stage Two SATs tuition:  
English comprehension, spelling, punctuation, and grammar.  

 

Spanish and French: leisure courses and 
exam preparation to GCSE and A-level.  

 

Tracy:  0780 329 3351 

 

Create the best party possible for your little ones 
Birthdays, Weddings, Christenings, Fetes, School Workshops, Plays and much more 

We can cater for anything including: Full Party Entertainment, Mascots, Soft Play, Bouncy Castles, Face 
Painting, 

and Pamper Parties    Facebook: Lucky Buntys Twitter: @LuckyBuntys 

206 Westwood Road B73 6UQ  0770 7006802 

mailto:Lee,nugent1@virginmedia.com
mailto:suttoncoldfield@babysensory.co.uk
http://www.rhythmcircle.co.uk
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 Lovelight crystals and healing gemstone 
jewellery available at Bert and Gerts!  

 

WWW.BERTANDGERTS.CO.UK 

 
Calebs Rainbows is the dream of 
Rosemary Ferrell a great grandmother 
with a passion for making beautiful dolls 
with a story. “Every doll is different”. 
Rosemary loves all things creative, be it 
sewing, knitting, drawing, or baking and 
she has, having been to college, 
decided to turn her hobby into a 
business as there is a demand for her 
products. 

https://bertandgerts.co.uk/


Banners Gate Community Church - Events 

 
Monday, Thursday, Friday - Baby Phonics 

Contact email: Jenna@robotreg.co.uk for times and availability  

 
Tuesday and Wednesday - Baby Sensory 

Contact Tracy at email: suttoncoldfield@babysensory.co.uk for times and 
availability 

 

 

Please visit our website at  

 

https://www.bannersgatechurch.com/ 

The Scout Hut  -  Coppice View Road  -  Sutton Coldfield  -  B73 6UE. 

Tai Chi Class 

Every Tuesday morning at 11.45 to 12.45. 

The cost is £5 per person. Everyone is welcome and all abilities  

are catered for in a relaxing and enjoyable environment. 

If anyone needs further details, please contact me on  

01543 480151 

 St Columba’s Church Hall 
 

Hall letting for St Columba’s Church.  
 

Weekday lettings are available for the large Church Hall which includes a  
well equipped kitchen.  

 

Entrance to the hall is step free and is suitable for wheel chair access 
throughout the premises. 

 
Male, Female and disabled toilet facilities  

 
All enquiries to Alison via email please.  

 
st.columbahall@yahoo.com 
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mailto:Jenna@robotreg.co.uk
mailto:suttoncoldfield@babysensory.co.uk
https://www.bannersgatechurch.com/
mailto:st.columbahall@yahoo.com


Bookings 

Banners Gate Community Hall  -  Coffee Mornings, third Tuesday of the month 

The next is on 17th June  -  at 9.30 to noon, please note new times. 

116 

welcome          what’s on            hire our hall           view our hall             committee           contact           links 

As a community hall we are trying to create activities for the benefit of the 
community so if you have any ideas in that direction, please get in touch and 

share those ideas with us—no obligation. 
If you need any information please message on 07964 213 229 

https://www.bannersgatecommunityassociation.org/bg2/hallhire.php
https://www.bannersgatecommunityassociation.org/bg2/index.php
https://www.bannersgatecommunityassociation.org/bg2/whatson.php
https://www.bannersgatecommunityassociation.org/bg2/hallhire.php
https://www.bannersgatecommunityassociation.org/bg2/viewourhall.php
https://www.bannersgatecommunityassociation.org/bg2/contact.php
https://www.bannersgatecommunityassociation.org/bg2/links.php
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Useful telephone 
numbers 

  Sutton and Kingstanding 

Police: 101 

Good Hope: 424 2000 

Outpatients: 424 2000 

NHS Health helpline: 

Call 111 it’s 24/7 

Citizens Advice 

03444 111 444 

BANNERS GATE 
COUNSELLING CENTRE 

 

Accessible and Affordable 
Counselling to Adults in the 

Community.  The Upper Room 
St. Michael’s House 
198 Boldmere Road 

Sutton Coldfield 
Tel : 0121 354 6544 
For information or an 

appointment please ring after 
10 a.m. daily, except 

Wednesday 

Banners Gate 
Community hall 
Coffee Mornings 

The next is on 
17th June starting 

at 9.30a.m. until 
noon, please note 

new times. 

DAY/TIME ACTIVITY VENUE CONTACT TEL. 

Sun  (last) 10.30 –2.30 pm 
10.00 am 

10.30 am (fortnightly) 
11.00 am 

7.30—8.30pm 
 

Create at Gate with K & S 
Family Communion 
Sunday Gathering 
Chikara Karate Kai 
Soul Yoga –last Sunday 
 

Community Hall 
St. Columba's 
Banners Gate CC 
Scout Hall 
Community Hall 

Kathy Weston 
 
Nigel Willis 
Paul Murphy    07837 
Cath Hussey 

628 6651 
354 5873 
353 0230 
39 57 89 
 

Mon                           .                     
11.00 to  6.45pm 

 
7.30 – 9.00 pm                      

Sign Language Classes 
Sign Language Classes 
Sign Language Classes 
Line Dancing 

Community Hall 
Community Hall 
Community Hall 
Community Hall 

Shakila Kosar       07825 
Shakila Kosar       07825 
Shakila Kosar       07825 
Diane Pursall 

255042 
255042 
255042 
747 4659 

Tues                6.00—7.00         
  9.15 -  2.00pm.    

3rd Tues 9.15 - 12.00pm 
11.45am  - 12.45pm 

 6.30 – 9.00  
7.45 pm 

 

Soul Yoga 
Born to Spa, Baby Spa 
Coffee Morning 3rd Tuesdays 
Tai Chi 
Line Dancing 
Chikara Karate Kai 

Community Hall 
Community Hall 
Community Hall 
Scout Hut 
Community Hall 
St. Columba's 

 
Anna Madge      07833 
Dave Cockbill 
Neil  Rankine    07721 
Diane Pursall 
Paul Murphy       07837 

 
45 70 74 
 
67 09 13 
747 4659 
39 57 89 

Wed          9.30, 11.00 &12 
10.30 - 12.00 
6.30 — 7.30 

7.00 pm 

Baby Sensory 
Guide Dog Training 
Dance Fitness 
SlimmingWorld 

Banners Gate CC 
Community Hall 
Community Hall 
St Columba’s 

Tracy Jones     0775 
Madge Nightingale 
 
Karen                07759 

82 56 22 
360 0286  
 
17 02 89 

                                                       
Thurs      10.00—11.00 am 

7.30   on last Thursday  
6.30 – 9.45 pm 

(3rd of each month) 7.00 pm 
 

 
Yoga 
Neighbourhood Forum 
Zig Zag Dance Studio 
Townswomen's Guild 
 

 
Community Hall 
Community Hall 
St. Columba's  
Banners Gate CC 
 

  
Tricia                  07954 
Tony Willis 
 Warren               01902 
Janice Jones       07955 
 

 
40 39 43 
605 4947 
897 900 
65 59 10 
 

Fri               11.30  -  3.30                     
5.00—6.30pm 

7.00  -  8.00  pm       
 

 Sign language Classes 
Repertoire Dance Studio 
Sign Language Classes 
 

Community Hall 
Community Hall 
Community Hall 
 

Shakila Kosar       07825 
Chloe Lloyd          07729 
Shakila Kosar       07825 
                  

25 50 42 
47 79 46 
25 50 42 
 

Saturday            9—10am Soul Yoga Community Hall                            

Girlguiding gives girls and young women a voice.....has done so for 100 years.....be part of the next 100 
Could you spare 1½ hours a week to help with the St Columba’s Guide unit? Gain real satisfaction in volunteering and helping to ensure 

girls in Banners Gate aged 10 – 14 can continue to enjoy games, projects, badges and outings at Guides. 
There are also places available in both Brownie units in September for girls aged 7 or 8. 

For more information contact Carol Gardner on 350 7191. 
 

      Day/Time                   Activity                     Venue                       Contact                   Tel 
Mon 6.00 - 7.30pm    39th Brownies     St Columba's Hall                                          354 5873 
Tues 6.00 - 7.30pm   45th Brownies     St Columba's Hall           Carol Gardner        350 7191 
Thurs 5.00 - 6.00pm  39th Rainbows    St Columba's Hall                                          354 5873 

33rd Sutton Coldfield Scout Group,  
H.Q. Coppice View Road 

Monday    Beavers  5.30 p.m. – 6.45 p.m. ages 6 – 8 years 
      Scouts     7.00 p.m. – 9.00 p.m. ages 10 ½ – 14 years 
Tuesday    Beavers  5.40 p.m. – 6.40 p.m. ages 6 – 8 years 
      Cubs       7.00 p.m. – 8.30 p.m. ages 8 – 10 ½ years 
Thursday  Cubs       7.00 p.m. – 8.30 p.m. ages 8 – 10 ½ years 

Contact 0121 353 5203 
Email: margaretdrummond1@btinternet.com 

 
 

Thurs. 17th July   Medical Detection Dogs 
NO MEETING IN AUGUST 

 
Our vibrant Guild meets on the 3rd 

Thursday of the month, 7.00 - 10.00 in 
the Westwood Hall,  

Banners Gate Community Church. 
Janice Jones 07955 65 59 10 

The 18th Sutton Coldfield West 
Scout Group and the 15th 
Sutton Coldfield West Scout 
Group have merged and are 
now named the 33rd  
Headquarters are at the Scout 
Hut, Coppice View Road.  
B73 6UE. 

 

 

St Columba’s 
Church 

Coffee Morning 

Every Friday of  
the month 

10.00  -  Noon 

All Welcome 

For details see website at www.stcolumbasbannersgate.co.uk www.bannersgatechurch.com

The Townswomen's Guild  Banners Gate Community Church 

 Westwood Road. B73 6UH 

We meet weekly on Sunday mornings from 

10.30am for fellowship, worship, prayer 

and learning together in an informal setting, 

with other gatherings throughout the week. 

To find out more visit our website at 

www.bannersgatechurch.com. 

UNIFORMED ORGANISATIONS: 
Scouts:  Margaret Drummond,  33rd GSL    
353 5203    Girlguiding: Carol Gardner, 
Vesey West District Commissioner  350 7191 

BOOKING SECRETARIES: 
Community Hall mobile:  075 65 54 68 21 
Banners Gate CC - Nigel Willis   07711 284562  
St. Columba's     -   Alison Jolley st.columbahall@yahoo.com 
Scout Hall           -   A & R Talliss  353 8166 

http://www.stcolumbasbannersgate.co.uk
http://www.bannersgatechurch.com
http://www.bannersgatechurch.com/
mailto:st.columbahall@yahoo.com

