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Rob Pocock: SUTTON PARK 
AUTUMN NATURE AND WILDLIFE 
TOUR   
 
I’m writing this Gatepost piece this 
month from sunny Swanage on the 

Dorset coast – my favourite summer holiday 
hideaway! Looking ahead to autumn however it’s 
already time to plan for the annual woodland and 
heathland wildlife walk that I have arranged for 
several years now in Sutton Park, led by Matthew, 
our amazingly knowledgeable Senior Park 
Ranger. This year it’s scheduled for the morning 
of Saturday 27th September, starting 11am 
from the Visitors Centre. If you’re interested in 
coming along it’s by invitation to control numbers, 
so just drop me an email to 
rob.pocock@birmingham.gov.uk 
 
I started these tours when the felling started in the 
holly woods, and then moved on to overgrowth 
and silver birch woods on the heathland area. 
“What’s going on?” I kept getting asked. 
“Birmingham Council is trashing our precious 
woodlands!”. Well nothing is further from the truth, 
as is now becoming ever more apparent as the 
years go by. The work is part of the long-term 
restoration of the ‘medieval managed landscape’ 
which has its history stretching back to the Tudor 
period. Don’t forget, Sutton Park is not a natural 
open space, it is man-made, everything from the 
pools to the woodlands to the heathland, all was 
created by land management in the medieval 
period and even stretching back to the first human 

inhabitants who took up residence here 6,000 
years ago. 
 
So the annual tour is a brilliant showcase for 
how, after a century or more of neglect, the 
original managed landscape is now being 
restored through a planned schedule of 
woodland and heathland restoration. On the 
walks we can now see sunny woodland glades 
springing up where once the woodland floor was 
dark and dead. New undergrowth is sprouting 
with saplings of rowan trees and bilberries, and 
on the heath there is new scrub and gorse where 
excessive birch cover had removed this valuable 
habitat. 
 
So come and witness the rebirth of a world first 
created many years ago! It’s just 90 minutes with 
the excellent guide ranger Matt, a trip you will 
never forget. 
 
A LAST WORD ON FLAGS… 
 
Finally, as I have said before, I keep party politics 
out of these Gatepost articles, this is not a place 
for all that. So, in regard to the current discussion 
about ‘flags’, all I want to say is to clarify any 
misunderstandings about the Council’s position. 
Anyone is free and welcome to display a national 
flag on their property. Flags or posters can 
indeed also be put on to Council items such as 
lamp posts if a recognised community group 
applies for permission in the proper way – as is 
done for the Sutton Fun Run, scouts’ events, 
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 Boldmere Futures signage etc. The permissions 
state which posts can be used and the safe 
attachment of the item. Random residents putting 
up random flags without approval is not permitted, 
whoever they are and whatever the item. 

 
Max Hatton:   Hello Gatepost Readers! 
 
I hope you're all soaking up the last few 
days of the summer holidays – whether 
you're making the most of the sunshine 
or enjoying some well-earned rest 

before the busy autumn season begins. We’ve 
had some excellent weather over the last few 
weeks, I’ve put my BBQ to good use! I also 
enjoyed a few days in Barmouth, North Wales at 
the start of August, a holiday hotspot close to 
many Brummies hearts! Barmouth beach is only a 
two-and-a-half-hour drive from Birmingham, or 
you can even get the train direct at a reasonable 
price! In fact, the train passes through a section of 
the Cambrian Coast, a beautiful part of our 
country. 
 

A huge congratulations to all GCSE and A Level 

The next Banners Gate Neighbourhood Forum meeting is on 

Thursday, 25th September, 7.30pm at the Community Hall in 

Reay Nadin Drive, B73 6UR.  It is an open meeting and all are 

welcome.  Coffee/tea and nibbles provided. 
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students who’ve recently received their 
results! No matter what grades you achieved, 
be proud of the hard work you’ve put in. And if 
things didn’t go exactly to plan – don’t be 
disheartened. I didn’t get into my first-choice 
university either, but my insurance choice 
turned out to be a far better fit in the end. 
Sometimes, life’s detours lead us exactly 
where we need to be. 
 

In local news, we’re excited to share that the 
Sutton Coldfield Farmers Market is back on 
Sunday, 31st August! It's a fantastic 
opportunity to support local producers, sample 
fresh seasonal goods, and enjoy the vibrant 
community atmosphere. Whether you're after 
artisan bread, locally grown veg, or a treat or 
two, there’ll be plenty to explore. 
 

Our next Full Town Council meeting will be 

held on Tuesday 23rd September from 7pm at 

the Trinity Centre, hope to see you there. Until 

then Gatepost readers, have a great month! 

BANNERS GATE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 

Together with 

GUIDE DOGS FOR THE BLIND 

ARE ORGANSING A FASHION SHOW OF OVERMAKES OF HIGH STREET STORES. 

PRICES OF GARMENTS ARE REASONABLE. 

SATURDAY 22ND NOVEMBER 1-30 AT  

THE COMMUNITY HALL. REAY NADIN DRIVE. 

TICKETS ARE LIMITED.  COST OF £5 ENTRY TO INCLUDE A GLASS OF WINE. 

ALL PROCEEDS GO TO GUIDE DOGS. 

TO OBTAIN TICKETS PLEASE TEXT 07964 213 229, STATING NUMBER REQUIRED. 
YOUR NAME AND EMAIL ADDRESS. 

WE ARE ALSO LOOKING FOR SIX MODELS FOR THIS EVENT, WHICH IS A VERY 
RELAXED, FUN AFTERNOON. 



John Cooper: John.cooper@suttoncoldfieldtowncouncil.gov.uk 

Another month passes and another matter comes to the fore, presenting 
residents of the Town with yet another invasion into our lives. This time it is 
Labour BCC charging to park your car in Sutton Park, the fact that there 
are very few suitable parking places in the park doesn’t seem to matter. 
Until 29 August Labour BCC is running a consultation* to get a feel for your 
thoughts on this proposal, hoping I assume that we will all be very happy to 

pay to park in our park. On the 26th August they plan a Teams* (on Line) meeting to allow 
us all to raise questions and offer views. The last time they introduced this plan they held 
a face to face meeting at the Town Hall, in the words of the officer who headed the 
meeting they got “Roasted” when the financial madness was illustrated and withdrew the 
whole idea. 
Parks are a place to take your leisure, to play games with children, to meet friends, to 
walk your dog, or just walk or run with friends or in many cases just sit and enjoy the 
views, nature and wildlife, not to mention it being contrary to BCCs “Well Being” policy. 
Do they presume that everyone walks to hire a bicycle at Banners Gate to exercise in the 
park?  
As an individual if I “max out” my credit card the solution does not improve by getting 
another card to borrow more. In this case we have a Bankrupt Labour City Council and 
its solution is to take a loan of £700,000 to equip the park in some way to allow us to pay 
for parking. They plan to pay this back over two years and then they just might spend a 
few pennies on the park, desperately in need of maintenance following 50 years of 
neglect. They have already illustrated to us all they are financially incompetent, they 
really don’t need to keep proving it. 
I would urge you all to express your views on this unwanted madness by opposing the 
plan or of course support the plan if you feel it to be a good plan. Whether Labour BCC 
will have taken any of this into account must be viewed as doubtful, as it seems minds 
were made up and closed to any other views long ago. 
It must be clear that Labour BCC see RSC as over privileged and undeserving, they have 
raised over £10m in the last two Council Tax rises and not one penny of which has been 
spent in our Town, this absence of investment following the closure of the Red Rose 
Library with two of our remaining libraries in Boldmere and Walmley, under threat of 
closing soon. We have also lost our Nursery on Coleshill Road, our Police Station 
reduced to a cottage facility to cover our 100,000 population. The Town Council has 
taken on all florals throughout the Town, which it now has to buy outside and also cover 
planting and maintenance of same. After eight long years negotiating with Labour BCC 
the Town Council is nearing the end of taking over ten allotment sites in Sutton Coldfield, 
these he been progressively invested in to make improvements, so very neglected by 
Labour BCC.  The Town generally looks good because of the work of the Town Rangers, 
often unnoticed and taken for granted. Your Precept is wholly spent to the good of our 
Town. 
Time for change May ‘26 
*Sorry to say that by the time you read this, both the Teams meeting and the consultation 

period will have ended, I sincerely hope that you expressed your view for or agin.  

John.cooper@suttoncoldfieldtowncouncil.gov.uk 

John Cooper August ‘25 

 
https://suttoncoldfieldtowncouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Strategic-Plan-
Consultation.pdf 
townrangers@suttoncoldfieldtowncouncil.gov.uk  
johncooper@suttoncoldfieldtowncouncil.gov.uk 
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veseyward@gmail.com 

mailto:veseyward@gmail.com
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Sutton Coldfield’s newly re-developed police station opened today (Tuesday 22 July), 
to serve the community for years to come.  

 Existing police buildings on the Anchorage Road side of the site, have now been 
redeveloped with the addition of a former small business property next door.  

 This has created a bespoke new location for neighbourhood teams, emergency 
response officers, local crime investigators, offender management and other policing 
functions which were dispersed around the site previously. 

 One of the key developments was the creation of a public contact office where 
people can talk to us if they prefer face to face over telephone and online options.   

 Cash from the sale of the old site – which will also pay for the new station - will be 
reinvested into policing, safeguarding officer numbers and services at a time when 
budgets are under continued pressure locally and nationally. The sale of our surplus 
buildings on the Lichfield Road side of the site provides good value for the public 
purse and local people.  

 The old station cost over of £500,000 each year to run, excluding annual 
maintenance costs and essential upgrades such as those needed to its 66-year-old 
heating system as well as critical safety and security systems.  

Sutton Coldfield’s new police station opens to serve community 
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 The decision to close the former station on Lichfield Road was made in March 2018 
following careful scrutiny at a public meeting of the Police and Crime Commissioner.  

 As part of that decision, a pledge was made to maintain a police presence in the 
town.  

 The re-development was delivered on time and to a tight budget, using local 
businesses employing local people.   

 The old station was largely vacant due the way we work in the 21st century and my 
commitment to keep officers out on the streets serving their communities. The 
building was also very expensive to run.  

 Instead, we made use of the land and buildings we already had, and thanks to the 
purchase of an adjoining property, we’ve been able to create good, modern facilities 
for our officers and a public contact office. 

 There’s no doubt that the redeveloped footprint is smaller than the old facility but 
there is no reduction in officer numbers serving the town. It is people with the right 
skills and equipment which keep people safe, not bricks and expensive empty rooms 
which cost a fortune to heat and maintain. 

 The new building benefits from new CCTV, solar panels, electric vehicle charging and 
LED lights to reduce energy costs. 

 Some officers had already moved into the new space ahead of the official opening.   

 The independent website crimerate.co.uk shows that Sutton Coldfield the safest 
place in the West Midlands.   

 Current priorities for police in the area include reducing business crime, stopping 
antisocial behaviour and increasing their visibility.   

  

The Police and Crime Commissioner owns all West Midlands Police buildings. The 
Chief Constable is responsible for how we use those buildings, to enable police 
officers to keep people safe.  

 The decision to acquire or dispose of sites is made by the PCC, based on operational 
policing recommendations made by the Chief Constable. The recommendations are 
fully scrutinised in public meetings with the relevant documents published on 
the PCC’s website. 

 You can watch a film of the new station on our YouTube channel.  

 

Message Sent By 
Billy Corrigan 
(West Mids Police, Communications Manager, Corporate Communications) 
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https://s-url.co/a8wiAA
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amy.millichope@suttoncoldfieldtowncouncil.gov.uk 
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SUBMIT YOUR PHOTO 

https://suttoncoldfieldtowncouncil.gov.uk/soul-of-sutton-photography-competition-2025/


11 



 

12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Thank you Terry W 
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 £450K in fines issued as Birmingham City 
Council cracks down on unlicensed rental 
properties 
We are encouraging landlords to act urgently and apply for a 
relevant licence or face fines of up to £30,000  

View in Browser 
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https://news.comms.birmingham.gov.uk/13FD509E00AF5E2E189F03458051F63AEB9149F611626D36F1DD8F82F276CC28/E11C2C179C577DB4A7208A747D971E85/VIB
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Click here and scroll down to CHS Healthcare. 

https://bannersgateneighbourhoodforum.com/
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It is time to use the magnifying icons at the bottom right of the screen. 
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Book a household recycling 
centre appointment 

 
Unite the Union is currently taking industrial action, which may impact 
collections and waste disposal. 
See how this may affect your bin collections and what you can do with 
your waste. 
If you would like to know more, you can find more details on our Waste 
and recycling industrial action - FAQ for residents page. 
 
Sutton Coldfield 
Norris Way, B75 7BB 
Monday to Friday: 7:00am to 9:00pm 
Saturday and Sunday: 8:00am to 6:00pm 
 
Booking 
You can book: 

• not less than 2 hours before the time you want to attend the HRC 

• no more than 3 days before your visit 
2 visits at the same time - these could be on the same day or in the same 
week 

Your confirmation should be emailed to you within an hour. This email will 
tell you the 15-minute slot that you have been allocated. If you cannot see 
this email in your inbox, check your spam or junk folder. 
When you have 2 visits booked, you can book further visits from the day 
after you have attended the first visit. For example, if you book for Monday 
and Thursday then you can book your next visit from Tuesday. 
From Monday 12 May, the booking system will be temporarily removed 
from the Castle Bromwich HRC, and a pre-booked slot won't be required 
to visit the site. This is subject to change. You still need to bring proof of 
address to show you live in Birmingham. The booking system remains in 
place for the other 4 HRCs. 
 

Book an appointment 

You need to bring proof of address to show you live in Birmingham. This 
evidence could be: 

• driving licence 

• utility bill 
Council tax bill - paper or digital 

Read the instructions on the booking website carefully. For example, there 
are height restrictions at some sites. 

https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/industrialaction
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/industrialaction
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/industrialaction
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/industrialaction
https://www.veolia.co.uk/birmingham/household-recycling-centres
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YOUR LOCAL AUDIO NEWSPAPER - a real lifeline 
for hundreds, yes hundreds! of people across 
Birmingham. 
 

Birmingham Talking Newspaper For The Blind 
And Visually Impaired 

btnbvi.org 

When my own mother-in-law’s health was fading, we 
discovered this remarkable service and it gave her a 
new lease of life at 93! 

Do you know anyone who is partially sighted or blind? If 
so, they may benefit from listening to a local audio 
newspaper. Or indeed a monthly magazine and a 
history talk? This is a completely free of charge service, 
including the loan of equipment to allow you to listen to 
these articles. It is enjoyed by many people of all ages, 
some of whom are housebound. 

Blind and visually impaired people in the wider 
Birmingham area can obtain audio versions of local 
newspaper articles and a range of weekly and monthly 
audio magazines. These are provided free of charge for 
listeners who have registered with our service. 

You can apply by filling out the registration form which 
can be found at www.btnbvi.org. Or by contacting 0300 
330 1404 for more information. We will then explain the 
service that we provide, all completely free of charge. 

Please note that we never pass your information to 

anyone else and you can unsubscribe from our service 
at any time. 
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Banners Gate Community Hall 



Under the new Friends First Project, Age Concern Birmingham are now able to offer their Befriending 
Service across Birmingham city. 
On an assessed basis, our Community Reconnectors can provide up to 10 weeks support to individuals who 
may be isolated/vulnerable or feeling unconfident about accessing/ engaging in the wider community. 
This project also offers new social experiences/encourages new friendships through our tailored support. 
Further support is also offered through our new friendship groups situated in Sutton Coldfield and across 
the city. 
  
Please contact 0121 362 3650 for more information if: 
  
*You are feeling isolated, or would welcome the chance to meet new people in your community. 
*Maybe you already run a coffee morning/community group and would like to work with us to widen your 
reach. 
 *You would like to increase your social opportunities.   
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slimmingworld.co.uk 

sharedreading@foliosuttoncoldfield.org.uk 

 Classes at St Columba’s Church 
 

Monday  Brownies  6 o’clock 
Tuesday  Brownies  6 o’clock 
Thursday  Rainbows 
Friday  Coffee Morning, see above 
Sunday  Morning Worship 10 o’clock 

 

 Hope Food North Birmingham are currently looking for a new base 
in/around Sutton Coldfield.  We need it to store food and prepare 
food bags.  We would need access in the day and evening Monday 
to Friday.   We run 3 food banks weekly in Erdington, Falcon Lodge 
and Mere Green.   If anyone has any premises with vehicle access 
that they would think would suit us, please get in touch.  Thank you.  

 
T: 07869 822502   E: info@hopefood.org.uk 
 
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO SUPPORT OUR WORK PLEASE MAKE A DONATION USING THIS LINK: 

https://www.justgiving.com/hopefoodnb  
Hope Food – North Birmingham.  A charitable incorporated organisation registered in 
England.  Charity registration number 1195019.  Registered office 407 Jockey Road, Sutton 
Coldfield B73 5XH 

 St Columba’s Church Hall 
 

Hall letting for St Columba’s Church.  
 

Weekday lettings are available for the 
large Church Hall which includes a  

well equipped kitchen.  
 

Entrance to the hall is step free and is 
suitable for wheel chair access 

throughout the premises. 
 

Male, Female and disabled toilet facilities  
 

All enquiries to Alison via email please.  
 

st.columbahall@yahoo.com 

10:00 -12:00 

Not on 
Friday 29th 
December 

http://www.slimmingworld.co.uk
mailto:sharedreading@foliosuttoncoldfield.org.uk
mailto:info@hopefood.org.uk
https://www.justgiving.com/hopefoodnb
https://www.justgiving.com/hopefoodnb
mailto:st.columbahall@yahoo.com
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Thank you, Eric 



St Columba’s Church hall 
Banners Gate Road/
Chester Road North 
Sutton Coldfield B73 6TX 

helenwilliamsmusic@gmail.com 
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Do you have an 
advertisement for this 

space, it’s free. 
Email 

bgatepost@gmail.com 

mailto:helenwilliamsmusic@gmail.com
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www.scurc.org.uk 

http://www.scurc.org.uk
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13 Fascinating & Funny UK Facts to Know Before 
Your Working Holiday in the UK — for Canadians 
 
So many reasons to do a Working Holiday in the UK as a Canadian, but 
we are giving you here some very curious facts that will help you look like 
an expert before you even start your working holiday in the UK!  
Yes, as a Canadian you can work in the UK for up to 3 years – yes! 3 
years, how amazing is that? Besides speaking the same language, you 
will be ready to not only experience a working holiday in such a strategic 
location to visit so many European countries but also to be allowed to stay 
for a long enough period that many Canadians even are able to work in 
their careers or field of study there. Did you know this is the longest you 
can stay in a country working as a Canadian under the International 
Experience Canada program? Let’s take advantage of it! 
At Stepabroad we want to prepare you for your experience so even before 
landing, you are an expert about UK – we will help you look as a local 
pretty much  
To start, did you know that the UK is the union of 4 different countries: 
England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland? Ok, good start, let’s 
know bring some cool facts that you will not forget! 
 

1. French was the official language of the nation for 300 years, 
ending almost 700 years ago. 

2.  
Even when French is not spoken anymore in England, well, during your 
working holiday in the UK you will be so close to France, that we can 
foresee a few trips that you can arrange to France. The Channel Tunnel 
(often called the ‘Chunnel’ for short) is an undersea tunnel linking 
southern England and northern France, so you can do a road trip! 
But also you can fly for approximately 1 hour and you will be in Paris 
through a low cost airline for as little as CAD 80 onwards! Yes, flights in 
the Schengen zone can be very cheap and everything is very well 
connected! 
 

2. Soccer, rugby, golf, boxing, and cricket were ALL invented in the 
United Kingdom. 
 
Did you know that there are lots of sports groups you could join while in 
the UK during your working holiday and that way you can meet lots of 
locals! Well, now you know that these sports were invented there!  
Best way to start your conversation when you join the first Soccer team 
practice! Icebreaker maybe to meet people from the UK?  
 

3. Stonehenge is older than the pyramids!  

A must-visit during your working holiday! 

Did you know those three?  More next month. 
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I know some of you are allergic to puns so blame Margaret D.  The rest are thanks to Hazel. 

Thank you, Hazel 



1. For which MLS side did Lionel Messi sign in July 2023? 
2. In which book might you find Bigwig, Hazel and Fiver? 
3. Canada's capital city, Ottawa, can be found in which 
province? 
4. What flavour is the liqueur, Tia Maria? 
5. Who played Rodney Trotter in the long running series "Only 
Fools and Horses"? 
6. What was the name of the 80's musical duo that consisted of 
Andy Bell and Vince Clarke? 
7. Which fashion designer popularised the Mini-skirt in the 
1960's? 
8. Who featured on the rear of a £10 from 1975 to 1992? 
9. Which British explorer was the first to see Victoria Falls? 
10.Which band had UK no.1 hits in the 1970s with "Rivers Of 
Babylon" and "Mary's Boy Child"? 
11.How many DIFFERENT chess pieces does each player start 
a game of chess with? 
12.Which novel has the opening line "Last night I dreamt I went 
to Manderley again"? 
13.In the TV series what musical instrument does Lisa Simpson 
play? 
14.By what name do we know the English dish of sausages in 
batter? 
15.What tree is the symbol in the centre of the Lebanese flag? 
16.What was the best selling Scotch whisky brand in the world in 
2022? 
17.Which of Henry VIII's wives was known as "The Flanders 
Mare"? 
18.By what name is artist Domenikos Theotokopoulos better 
known? 
19.Which blood group is known as "The Universal Donor"? 
20. What is the name of the restaurant in which SpongeBob 
SquarePants works as a cook? 

1. Inter Miami.  2. Watership Down.  3. Ontario.  4.Coffee.  5 Nicholas 
Lyndhurst. 6. Erasure. 7. Mary Quant. 8. Florence Nightingale. 9. 
David Livingstone. 10. Boney M. 11. Six. 12. Rebecca. 13. Saxophone. 
14. Toad in the Hole. 15. Cedar. 16. Johnnie Walker. 17. Ann of Cleves. 
18. El Greco. 19. Group 'O'. 20. The Krusty Krab. Answers 
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Here’s your quiz—some easy, some not so easy. 
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Are you a good guesser? 
What are these objects. Answers on the bottom of page 43 

1 

2 

3 

What are these five 
identical, thin, wooden 
planks with 3 level steps. 

What are these pieces of 
black, corrugated plastic 
with a fabric cover, in the 
Gower peninsula. 

What is this metal hatch in 
a garden in South Wales, 
attached to a neighbour’s 
wall. 
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Answers from page 35 
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Thursday 
Now at: Oscott Social Club 
Witton Lodge Road. B23 5LX 
Thursdays 8.30—8.45pm 
Fundamentals and techniques with 
practise time 
8.45—10pm 
With practise time 
Improvers / intermediate level 
Taking your tango to the next level 
*Please wear non-rubber sole shoes* 

1. These are for old sash windows that don't stay up. Each step is 
a level for how high you want the window...The joys of living in an 
old home! 

3. It’s a cleanout to their flue pipe/chimney. 
Plus, for chimneys with cooking ranges connected to them via 
horizontal flues, one could also light a very small fire in one of 
these things just to get the updraft in the chimney started so that 
the main fire in the grate would then draw properly. 

2. These are used to survey for small animals, typically newts, 
frogs, snakes, etc., which will shelter under the plastic, making it 
easy to count them. 
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www.suttoncoldfieldsocietyofartists.co.uk 

If you are of a different bent, you may be interested in the two links below, sent in by John S. 

http://messybeast.com/dragonqueen/real-haynes.htm 
 

Also, I'm going to assume you've heard this but just in case: 
https://www.airliners.net/forum/viewtopic.php?t=1113747 

http://www.suttoncoldfieldsocietyofartists.co.uk
http://messybeast.com/dragonqueen/real-haynes.htm
https://www.airliners.net/forum/viewtopic.php?t=1113747


45 



46 



47 

Just in case you missed it, see page 10 for a competition. 
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It is time to use the magnifying icons at the bottom right of the screen. 
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HANDBOOK: 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100086596932293 

https://birmingham.connecttosupport.org/ 

https://www.calameo.com/read/00067546760ea7e9396a0
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100086596932293
https://birmingham.connecttosupport.org/
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www.applyforleap.org.uk 

https://applyforleap.org.uk/
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Our investigation is continuing following a fatal collision in Sutton Coldfield this weekend.  

Officers investigating after a woman was killed in Brassington Avenue are appealing for any 
witnesses who may have seen the collision to come forward. 

Two pedestrians were hit by a car shortly before midnight on Friday. 

A 21-year-old woman sadly died from her injuries at the scene, while another suffered a leg 
injury. 

Two men were arrested on suspicion of causing death by dangerous driving, with one 
released with no further action. 

The other man has been bailed with strict conditions while our enquiries continue.  

Detective Sergeant Paul Hughes, from our Serious Collision Investigation Unit, said: "I 
would like to thank all those who have contacted us so far and all those that went to the aid 
of the two young women on the night. 

"Our investigation is continuing, and we would particularly like to hear from anyone who 
saw the car involved, a silver Toyota Corolla immediately before the collision happened.  

"If you have any CCTV from the surrounding area, you should get in touch with us to share 
what you know. 

"This was a heartbreaking incident which has robbed a young woman of her life. 

"Our officers are working with her family, who remain in our thoughts at this desperately sad 
time, and I would ask that their privacy is respected". 

If you have any further information which could help with our enquiries, call 101 quoting log 
number 5911 of 22 August or email detectives directly at sciu@westmidlands.police.uk. 

We would really appreciate your support in helping share this message with your contacts 
and on local community pages.  

Thank you. 
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Keeping kids safe online this summer 

 
Today’s children are growing up in a connected world 
– but that doesn’t mean they always know how to stay 
safe in it.  As a parent, grandparent or guardian, your 

guidance can make a huge difference.  Our new 
leaflet, attached, provides some practical ways to help 
your child explore the internet with confidence and 
care this summer holiday. 

 

Alternatively, take a look at the advice on the Get Safe 
Online website: Are you in touch with what your kids 
do online? - Get Safe Online 
 

Many thanks, 
The Get Safe Online team  

 

Attachments 
July25_Parents_Leaflet.pdf  
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https://s-url.co/Th8jAA
https://s-url.co/Th8jAA
https://members.wmnow.co.uk/AlertMessage/Attachment/69D2C9618006DCA5B66E2C9E2666CC40
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Trot on Regardless - A History of the Mounted Police - (west-midlands.police.uk) 

 

https://museum.west-midlands.police.uk/product/trot-on-regardless-a-history-of-the-mounted-police-2/


Continued on next page... 
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Continued on next page... 

...continued from last page 
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...continued from last page 

Find out more and apply now 
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https://www.westmidlands.police.uk/police-forces/west-midlands-police/areas/careers/wmp-jobs/


 

Criminals are experts at impersonating people or organisations (like 
banks, the tax office or even the police).  

They spend hours researching you for their scams, hoping you’ll let 
your guard down for just a moment. Stop and think. It could protect 
you and your money.  

Stop: Taking a moment to stop and think before parting with your 
money or information could keep you safe.  

Challenge: Could it be fake? It’s OK to reject, refuse or ignore any 
requests. Only criminals will try to rush or panic you.  

Protect: Contact your bank immediately if you think you’ve fallen for a 
scam and report it to Action Fraud here: Action Fraud 

For more information please click on the link below or see the attached 
Phone Scams Booklet 

45788196-0bc9-42a4-87cc-371f2710914e.pdf 
(neighbourhoodalert.co.uk)  

 

Attachments 
Phone Scams Booklet - Final.pdf  
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https://s-url.co/tmceAA
https://s-url.co/wV8eAA
https://s-url.co/wV8eAA
https://members.wmnow.co.uk/AlertMessage/Attachment/E8603F5E1E1A36724005CAC1AEA5C9EA
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Action Fraud is urging people to look out for rogue QR codes, after 784 
reports of ‘quishing’ were made to Action Fraud between April 2024 and 

April 2025, with almost £3.5 million lost. 

A new alert has been issued by Action Fraud, warning about quishing, a 
form of phishing where a fraudulent QR code is scanned, designed to steal 
personal and financial information. The warning encourages people to stay 
vigilant and double check QR codes to see if they are malicious, or have 
been tampered with, before scanning them online or in public spaces.  

Claire Webb, Acting Director of Action Fraud, said:  
“QR codes are becoming increasingly common in everyday life, whether 
it’s scanning one to pay for parking, or receiving an email asking to verify 
an online account. However, reporting shows cyber criminals are 
increasingly using quishing as a way to trick the public out of their personal 
and financial information.  

“We’re urging people to stop and check before scanning QR codes, to 
avoid becoming a victim of quishing. Look out for QR codes that may have 
been tampered with in open spaces, or emails and texts that might include 

Continued on next page... 



 
rogue codes. If you’re in doubt, contact the organisation directly. You can 
follow our advice on quishing, on our website at www.actionfraud.police.uk to 
help protect yourself.” 

Action Fraud can reveal that quishing happens most frequently in car parks, 
with criminals using stickers to tamper with QR codes on parking machines. 
Quishing also occurred on online shopping platforms, where sellers received 
a QR code via email to either verify accounts or to receive payment for sold 
items.  

Reports also showed phishing attacks were taking place impersonating 
HMRC, or other UK government schemes, targeting people with QR codes 
designed to steal personal and financial details.  

What can you do avoid being a victim of quishing? 

• QR codes used in pubs or restaurants are usually safe to scan. 
 

• Scanning QR codes in open spaces (like stations and car parks) might 
pose a greater risk. Check for signs that codes may have been 
tampered with (usually by a sticker placed over the legitimate QR code). 
If in doubt, do not scan them: use a search engine to find the official 
website or app for the organisation you need to make a payment to. 

 

• If you receive an email with a QR code in it, and you're asked to scan it, 
you should be cautious due to an increase in these types of 'quishing' 
attacks. 

 

• Finally, we recommend that you use the QR-scanner that comes with 
your phone, rather than using an app downloaded from an app store. 

 

• If you receive a suspicious email, report it by forwarding it 
to phishing@report.gov.uk  

 

• Find out how to protect yourself from fraud: https://
stopthinkfraud.campaign.gov.uk 

 

• If you’ve been a victim of fraud, report it at www.actionfraud.police.uk or 
by calling 0300 123 2040. In Scotland, contact Police Scotland on 101. 

 

Message Sent By 
Action Fraud  

...continued from last page 
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http://www.actionfraud.police.uk/
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Blackwood Road, Streetly, B74 3PL      01922 654864      streetlylibrary@walsall.gov.uk 

mailto:streetlylibrary@walsall.gov.uk
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Birmingham’s Mobile Library Service  

 
For over 30 years the Mobile Library has taken library services out into many 
diverse communities across the city. 

Everyone is welcome to join the Mobile Library. You can register with us, or 
you can use your existing Birmingham library card on the vehicle. You can 
borrow a maximum of 10 items at any one time (including items borrowed 
from our other libraries). The Mobile Library vehicle carries over 3,500 items 
of stock for adults, young people and children of all ages. The stock is 
changed frequently, and new items are added regularly. 

The Mobile Library has access to the full library catalogue. It operates a free 
reservation service for any items you may wish to order. You can return items 
from other Birmingham libraries at any Mobile Library stop too. The Mobile 
Library vehicle is also fitted with a lift allowing for easy access. 

Did you know that the service comes into the heart of our community? 

It currently operates every Tuesday between 10.00 – 11.00 parked 
outside Sutton Park Academy on Coppice View Road, B73 6UE. 

Go along and see what’s on board. Use it – Or lose it! 

For more information, please use one of the methods detailed below -  

Phone: 0121 464 6171    Mobile: 07766 923344 

Email: mobile.library.service@birmingham.gov.uk 

FaceBook: Mobile Library Service - Birmingham UK    Twitter: bhammobilelib 

www.birmingham.gov.uk/mobile-library 
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https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/mobile-library


 

Kingstanding Library 
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See next page 
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www.elimlifechurch.co.uk 

 
 

Your free advertisement 
could go here. 

 
Email 

bgatepost@gmail.com. 

https://www.elimlifechurch.co.uk/
mailto:bgatepost@gmail.com
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www.birmingham.gov.uk/warmwelcome 

www.birmingham.gov.uk/energyhelp 

www.birmingham.gov.uk/healthystart 

http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/foodhelp 

www.birmingham.gov.uk/school-meals 

www.birmingham.gov.uk/energyscam 

www.gov.uk/check-benefits-financial-support 

www.birmingham.gov.uk/debtadviceteam 

www.birmingham.gov.uk/helpinbrum 

www.theprojectbirmingham.org 

www.bcabs.org.uk 

www.disability.co.uk 

www.ageuk.org.uk/birmingham 

www.birminghammind.org 

www.moneyhelper.org.uk 

www.stoploansharks.co.uk 

www.turn2us.org.uk 

www.bswaid.org 

england.shelter.org.uk 

www.theaws.co.uk/listen-connect 

www.rmcentre.org.uk 

www.spitfireservices.org.uk 

It is time to use the magnifying icons at the bottom right of the screen. 

http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/warmwelcome
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/energyhelp
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/healthystart
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/foodhelp
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/school-meals
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/energyscam
http://www.gov.uk/check-benefits-financial-support
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/debtadviceteam
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/helpinbrum
http://www.theprojectbirmingham.org
http://www.bcabs.org.uk
http://www.disability.co.uk
http://www.ageuk.org.uk/birmingham
http://www.birminghammind.org
http://www.moneyhelper.org.uk
http://www.stoploansharks.co.uk
http://www.turn2us.org.uk
http://www.bswaid.org
http://england.shelter.org.uk
http://www.theaws.co.uk/listen-connect
http://www.rmcentre.org.uk
http://www.spitfireservices.org.uk
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Line Dancing 

Absolute Beginners Class 

to be held at 

Banners Gate Community Hall 

Tuesdays 5 - 6 pm 

Everyone welcome 

Please phone Diane 

On 07711 048 215 

For further information 
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www.ourplacesupport.org 

Email: adviceservice@ 
ourplacesupport.org 

@OurPlaceSupport 

communityconnectors@ourplacesupport.org 

Email: healandtransform@yahoo.com 

Website: www.healandtransform.co.uk 

http://www.ourplacesupport.org
mailto:adviceservice@%20ourplacesupport.org
mailto:adviceservice@%20ourplacesupport.org
mailto:communityconnectors@ourplacesupport.org
mailto:healandtransform@yahoo.com
https://www.healandtransform.co.uk/
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Ever wondered why your garden seems quieter in late 
summer? Our expert, India James, explains why you might be 
spotting fewer feathered friends and answers your top August 
nature questions. 
 
We’re also celebrating the news that a pair of the UK’s rarest 
breeding birds, the Montagu’s Harrier, have successfully 
raised four chicks. Discover how a dedicated farmer and 
RSPB conservation work helped them fledge safely. 
 
Happy wildlife watching! 

 
Siân Duncan 
Notes on Nature editor 
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Shop  Join 

Our expert explains 

https://shopping.rspb.org.uk/?utm_source=notes_on_nature_20250201&utm_medium=email&utm_term=notes_on_nature&utm_content=2&utm_campaign=notes_on_nature
https://www.rspb.org.uk/membership?utm_source=notes_on_nature_20250201&utm_medium=email&utm_term=notes_on_nature&utm_content=3&utm_campaign=notes_on_nature
https://www.rspb.org.uk/membership?utm_source=notes_on_nature_20250201&utm_medium=email&utm_term=notes_on_nature&utm_content=3&utm_campaign=notes_on_nature
https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/ask-an-rspb-expert/august?utm_source=notes_on_nature_20251608&utm_medium=email&utm_term=notes_on_nature&utm_content=5&utm_campaign=notes_on_nature


 

What to do if your email gets hacked 
 
If you suspect a hacker has infiltrated your email inbox, you need 
to act immediately. With access to your emails, they could 
potentially take over your other online accounts by resetting your 
passwords. 
We explain how to recover your inbox, and even if you're not 
currently dealing with a security threat, it's still worth reading our 
advice to make sure you're prepared. 
 

Steer clear of Apple iCloud scams 
Watch out for four new scam emails impersonating Apple’s iCloud 
service and using various claims to convince recipients to click on 
malicious links within the message. 
These sneaky fake emails look like they’re from iCloud and claim 
that your storage is full, your payment method is outdated or that 
there's suspicious activity on your account. Find out how to spot 
and avoid this type of scam email. 
 

Age verification checks: what are they, and is 
your data safe? 

 
Under the new Online Safety Act regulations, websites hosting 
content which could be harmful to those under 18 must now carry 
out robust age verification checks. 
This has led to a spike in people downloading virtual private 
networks (VPNs) to bypass checks. Reports of scam websites 
offering services to dodge the new checks are also on the rise. We 
explain the age verification checks, what it means for your data 
and what risks you should be aware of. 
 

Scam sharer tool 
There's an easy way to make us aware of scams directly with 
our scam sharer tool. Tell us your experiences of phishing emails, 
fake texts, cold calls and other types of fraud. 
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https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=89d6d77a78206dea123a7cd5c4ccd5780b8bc33a146c166cee4eb89463193855af0819c2052ea05926ab91eaef9fb6c12d80a85acb9d2616588faafcfeaa5fb1
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https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=89d6d77a78206dea8a4502db408008f86fdb88d9f22ec2038597f380ff210395cfc8fe31d48f30d2d742317e21437b23502aa33977167011e3dbe2c7b30d8f7a
https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=89d6d77a78206dea8a4502db408008f86fdb88d9f22ec2038597f380ff210395cfc8fe31d48f30d2d742317e21437b23502aa33977167011e3dbe2c7b30d8f7a
https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=907652d3a113e233d5230d4b2e38a9d9e905a9bf2d1ed8a2f91e770fb6fb742d0508dfc1acbca510f659d1244b8e2ee7cec34ca110dabfd06028b1634bdb6aea


 

 

New parking fine scam texts 
 

Convincing parking charge scam text messages continue to 
circulate, targeting people with warnings about a non-existent 
unpaid fine. 
A recent example of this scam involves a copycat government 
website that aims to earn your trust by mimicking Gov.uk. We 
examine this scam text and explain how you can identify it. 

 

Debt collection scam warning 
 

Debt demands can be alarming, which makes them an effective 
scam. In recent weeks, there has been a spike in reports of dodgy 
debt collection letters and cold calls claiming to be from HM Courts 
& Tribunals Service. 
If you receive a demand you're not sure about, don't pay it – find out 
how to verify a genuine debt collection letter and spot the fakes. 

 

Mystery shopping job scams exposed 
 

Scam victims are being hired as mystery shoppers by fake research 
companies and dumped with the bill. 
We heard from a student who faced debts in the thousands when 
he took out expensive phone contracts as a 'secret shopper' for a 
sham agency – find out how we helped him get his money back. 

 

Scam sharer tool 
 

There's an easy way to make us aware of scams directly with 
our scam sharer tool. Tell us your experiences of phishing emails, 
fake texts, cold calls and other types of fraud. 
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Convincing WhatsApp delivery scams  
 
Watch out for WhatsApp messages from compromised verified 
business accounts, telling you that your delivery has ‘failed’ with links 
to copycat Evri websites. 
 
We've recently found four new examples. So find out what these 
delivery scams look like – and how to spot and avoid them. 
 

How vulnerable are you to scams? 
 
Any of us can end up becoming a victim of a scam. While some might 
seem obvious to you, one could catch you out  
We reveal the traits, factors and triggers that make us all susceptible 
to scams. 
 

Copycat Which? website taken down 

A fake Which? website featuring a bogus article about the best debit 
cards was set up by scammers looking to steal contact details. 

Which? is no stranger to impersonation attempts and we caught this 
one early, but we're warning the public to be on high alert for 
scammers impersonating our brand. 
 

Scam sharer tool 

There's an easy way to make us aware of scams directly with our scam 
sharer tool. Tell us your experiences of phishing emails, fake texts, 
cold calls and other types of fraud  

Stay safe, 

 

Which? Scam Alert Team 

P.S. Please share this information with your friends, family and 
neighbours – anyone who may find it helpful. Alternatively, they 
can sign up here to receive this directly to their inbox. 
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The scale of Booking.com scams 
 
Nearly one in 10 Booking.com customers in our survey believe they 
have been sent scam messages. These are often dangerously 
convincing messages sent by third-party scammers but which 
appear to come from Booking.com itself. 
We're calling on Ofcom to investigate whether the site is doing 
enough to remove illegal content and protect users. Find out how 
these scams work so you can protect yourself. 
 

Pension scam victims owed compensation 
 
Around £81.5m in compensation has been paid out to victims of 
pension scams – and thousands more could still be eligible for a 
payout. 
We explain how the compensation scheme works, who might 
qualify and how to spot the warning signs and avoid falling victim to 
a pension scam. 
 

What are screen-sharing scams? 
 
Santander’s latest app feature aims to protect customers from 
scams involving remote access or screen-sharing tools by blurring 
their screens when the software is detected. 
We look at what banks are doing to combat fraud and give you tips 
to stay safe from screen-sharing scams. 
 

Scam sharer tool 
 
There's an easy way to make us aware of scams directly with 
our scam sharer tool. Tell us your experiences of phishing emails, 
fake texts, cold calls and other types of fraud. 
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rachel.mackay@careuk.com 

www.healthystart.nhs.uk 

mailto:rachel.mackay@careuk.com
https://www.healthystart.nhs.uk/
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"W" (Double-u) 

 (an abbreviated term for a win) 

Founded in 2020, W was 
created for winners and the 
winning mentality that we stand 
for.  Whatever you are winning 
at in life, whether that's in work, 
sport or your own business, we 
want to celebrate that!  

To us, having that winning 
mentality is giving everything 

you've got in the face of 
adversity. 

Join the Winners Circle!  

Peter Wilson - Director & Founder 

double-u.co.uk 
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https://www.double-u.co.uk/
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CSAdultSocialCare@birmingham.gov.uk 

CSAdultSocialCare@birmingham.gov.uk 

mailto:CSAdultSocialCare@birmingham.gov.uk
mailto:CSAdultSocialCare@birmingham.gov.uk
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nasar.mahmood@bsettlement.org.uk 

www.birminghamsettlement.org.uk 

 

mailto:nasar.mahmood@bsettlement.org.uk
https://www.birminghamsettlement.org.uk/
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www.birminghamsettlement.org.uk 

 

www.birminghamsettlement.org.uk 

https://www.birminghamsettlement.org.uk/
https://www.birminghamsettlement.org.uk/
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Donate now 
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https://buddybagfoundation.co.uk/
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SUTTON COLDFIELD JAZZ CLUB 

At Boldmere Sports & Social Club 

323, Boldmere Road, Sutton Coldfield 

                                 West Midlands B73 5HQ 
      

 

Every Wednesday night: 8pm to 10.30pm (Doors open 7pm) 

All Welcome-Pay at the Door (No Club Membership Fee) 

Live Jazz Bands, Bar, Parking, Dancing & Socialising 

We look forward to seeing you to be entertained  

for a great night out. 

For details of the Bands playing and entrance price, please 
see our Facebook Page as listed below:  

https:/

 SUTTON COLDFIELD ACOUSTIC  
GUITAR CLUB 

At The Legion Club, Rectory Road, Sutton Coldfield 
West Midlands B75 7AL  

     
The First Tuesday of every month: 8pm to 10.30pm 

(Doors open 7.30pm) 
All Welcome- Guitarists, Guitar singers, and Listeners. 

Pay at the Door (No Club Membership Fee) £3.00 entrance fee 
Live Music, Bar, Parking, & Socialising 

We look forward to seeing you to be entertained  
for a great night out. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For more details, please see our Facebook Page as listed below:  

https://www.facebook.com/The-Sutton-Coldfield-Acoustic-
Guitar-Club-109012558287876/ 

                      Or Contact: Sandra on 07932-395158 

  

Contact: Colin – 07966-745741   

Boldmere 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank


88 

https://scu3a.org.uk/ 

hope.bourton@englandnetball.co.uk 

https://scu3a.org.uk/
mailto:hope.bourton@englandnetball.co.uk
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www.suttonphoto.club 

www.Trinity-photography-group.com 

www.facebook.com/groups/TrinityPhotographicGroup/

https://www.suttonphoto.club/
http://www.Trinity-photography-group.com
http://www.facebook.com/groups/TrinityPhotographicGroup/


90 

www.suttoncoldfieldcreativestitchers.co.uk 

BIRMINGHAM COMPUTERS & 
COMPONENTS 

 
Professional supply and support for 

Business and Home in the Birmingham 
area. 

Check our web site for details of our 
services and products. We supply 

Desktops, Laptops – both new & high 
quality refurbished - Gaming 

Computers, Accessories, Web Design. 
 

0121 270 6180 
 

www.birminghamcomputershop.co.uk 
 

We look forward to being of service to you 

http://www.suttoncoldfieldcreativestitchers.co.uk/
https://birminghamcomputershop.co.uk/


We meet monthly second Tuesday 2.15pm - All Saints 
Church Hall, Foley Rd East, Streetly B74 3EX. 
Next meeting - Tuesday 9th September - Workshop with 
popular tutor Margaret Rumens   
'A Horizontal Design'. 
We are a friendly, enthusiastic Club and visitors are 
always welcome - why not join us - we'd be delighted to 
see you. 
Further details Chris Reeves tel 0121 354 6264. 
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STREETLY FLOWER ARRANGERS’ CLUB 
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The Sutton Coldfield Fuchsia Society & Gardening Guild. 
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Our annual show took place on August 9th. And what a lovely afternoon was had by 
all. The weather was warm and sunny, and many people sat in the sunshine drinking 
tea and eating cake!! Hopefully they also took the time to look at some of the 

fabulous displays. In total, there were 19 
classes of fuchsias, including hanging 
pots, beginners’ class, species, and 
novelty classes including ' a fuchsia grown 
in an unusual container ' & 'depict the 
name'. The size of some of these plants 
took your breath away, and the skill of 
growing plants, especially during the hot 
conditions of this summer cannot be 
underestimated! 

In the open section there were eight 
classes, something for everyone! From 
flowers arrangements in a cup and saucer, 
to succulent displays, roses, dahlias, 
house plants, and outside a fabulous 
display of Hostas and patio pots. 

The idea is that even if you are no longer 
able to physically garden, there are still 
classes that you can enter. We can allow 
ourselves a short rest before we start 
planning for next year!! 

If you would like 
to join us, we 
meet on the 
second 
Thursday of 
each month at 
Banners Gate 
Community 
Church in 
Westwood Rd. 
Take a look at 
our Facebook 
page or website 
for all the 
information, or 
give our 
secretary, Gail, 
a call on 
07307857440 
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More on next page 
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These ladies meet in the Botanico Café in House of Fraser every 
Wednesday at noon for a couple of hours of knitting, crocheting 
and other gentle sports.  Full instruction given to beginners. 
Go on, give it a try, you may enjoy it, at least you’ll learn 
something. 
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Email: s.summerfield@ageconcernbirmingham.org.uk 

mailto:s.summerfield@ageconcernbirmingham.org.uk
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Hope Food North Birmingham 
are currently looking for a new 
base in/around Sutton 
Coldfield.  We need it to store 

food and prepare food bags.  We would need 
access in the day and evening Monday to 
Friday.   We run 3 food banks weekly in 
Erdington, Falcon Lodge and Mere Green.   If 
anyone has any premises with vehicle access 
that they would think would suit us, please get 
in touch.  Thank you.  

T: 07869 822502   E: info@hopefood.org.uk 
 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO SUPPORT OUR 
WORK, PLEASE MAKE A DONATION USING 

THIS LINK. 
https://link.justgiving.com/v1/charity/donate/
charityId/3143929?
tipScheme=TipJar2.1&reference=givingcheckout_tj
21 

 
Hope Food – North Birmingham.  A charitable incorporated 

organisation registered in England.  Charity registration 
number 1195019. 

Registered office 407 Jockey Road, Sutton Coldfield B73 5XH 

mailto:info@hopefood.org.uk
https://link.justgiving.com/v1/charity/donate/charityId/3143929?tipScheme=TipJar2.1&reference=givingcheckout_tj21
https://link.justgiving.com/v1/charity/donate/charityId/3143929?tipScheme=TipJar2.1&reference=givingcheckout_tj21
https://link.justgiving.com/v1/charity/donate/charityId/3143929?tipScheme=TipJar2.1&reference=givingcheckout_tj21
https://link.justgiving.com/v1/charity/donate/charityId/3143929?tipScheme=TipJar2.1&reference=givingcheckout_tj21
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Age concern no longer have their: 
Our Trusted Tradesperson Scheme has 
the right trade, whatever you job. From 
builders to plumbers and electricians all of 
our tradespeople are vetted, DBS checked 
and working to current guidelines. 
 
But you could try the NO ROGUE TRADERS 
HERE scheme run by many councils, 
including Birmingham. 
 
No Rogue Traders Here works in partnership 
with Trading Standards to keep a list of 
traders across the West Midlands who have 
been interviewed and quality checked.  
 
Click here for the link that takes you through 
the Birmingham City Council website for 
additional confirmation. 

 
Contact number above if interested. 

Do you want your advert 
here, for free of charge. 

 
Email 

bgatepost@gmail.com 

https://noroguetradershere.com/
https://noroguetradershere.com/
https://noroguetradershere.com/
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/20108/trading_standards/1058/find_an_approved_trader


 

Discourage lawless individuals from breaking into your 
property with the modern security systems we provide for 
properties throughout Birmingham. Based in Great Barr, 
we are a small family-run business committed to 
providing state-of-the-art security systems which 
effectively protect your property from harm. Primarily 
serving domestic and commercial customers, we design, 
supply, install, commission, and service all security 
systems in full accordance and compliance with the latest 
British and European standards. From supplying high-
tech CCTV systems and Burglar Alarms to installing fob 
Access Control systems and Fire Alarms, we are the first 
choice when you want to increase your property’s 
security. To arrange a free, no-obligation consultation for 
any of the security systems we supply, please get in 
touch.   

Phone no. 0121 386 2639 
Email: info@cw-sec.co.uk  Website: www.cw-sec.co.uk 
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0121 323 4200 

 

Facebook: Only Rosie’s 
Instagram: onlyrosiescakes 

Email: rosie_p25@hotmail.co.uk 

www.healthystart.nhs.uk 

Erdington  Methodist Church, 

Station Road 

mailto:info@cw-sec.co.uk
http://www.cw-sec.co.uk/
mailto:Email:%20rosie_p25@hotmail.co.uk
https://www.healthystart.nhs.uk/
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Contact Michelle on 07933 986 869 
Monday - Friday 10am to 5pm 
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 luchubbard@hotmail.com 

  www.teachitright.com 

2022 

mailto:luchubbard@hotmail.com
mailto:www.teachitright.com
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Monday & Wednesday 
 

Blue Coats School Gym 
 

WS1 2ND 
 

Kids: 6.00pm—7.00pm 

Tuesday 
 

Mere Green 
 

Community Centre 
 

Adults & Juniors: 
 

7.00pm—8.30pm 

Wednesday 
 

Sutton Girls’ School 
 

(Dance Studio at the 
Back of the building) 

 
Adults & Juniors (12+): 

7.00pm—8.30pm 

Thursday 
 

All Saints’ Church Hall 
 

Kids: 6.00pm—7.00pm 
 

Adults: 7.00pm—8.30pm 

*Multi-style martial arts club welcome students of all ages and abilities* 
 

*Enthusiastic and  experienced instructors* 
 

*Four chances to grade a year for lower grades* 
 

*Local and national kickboxing and jujitsu competitions open to all students*  
 

Contact Gary on 07921 132 860 
 

or email: chong.fouroaks@gmail.com  

         *Established in the area for over 22 years* 

Mondays & Wednesdays 
Blue Coat C.E. Academy, Birmingham Street, Walsall WS1 2ND 

Kids  6.00pm  -  7.00pm 
Adults  7.00pm  -  8.30pm 

Pregnancy YogaLates 
Class 

Pregnancy YogaLates 
Class 

mailto:chong.fouroaks@gmail.com
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New Horizons Counselling Services.  

The Community Hall, Reay Nadin Drive, Sutton Coldfield.  

If you would like to know about our service ring the number above 

Or visit our web site www.newhorizonscounselling.org. 

WDC Service Solutions Ltd 
Complete Door Security and Access Solutions 

WDC can repair the following products: UPVC WINDOWS, 
HANDLES, HINGES, LOCKS, ROLLERS FOR PATIO DOORS, 

SECURITY, UPGRADES, REPAIRS TO UPVC DOORS, TIMBER 
DOOR REPAIRS, REPLACEMENT DOORS, GARAGE DOOR 

REPAIRS, REPAIR OR REPLACE, FAULTY CABLES, HANDLES 
AND LOCKS, REMOTE CONTROLS, REPLACEMENT FOBS, 

NEW GARAGE DOOR SYSTEMS, FREE QUOTATIONS. 
www.wdcservicesolutions.com  service@wdcservicesolutions.com 

sales@wdcservicesolutions.com  T: 0121 285 3222 
Unit 16 C, Maybrook Business Park, Maybrook Road,  

Minworth. B76 1AL 
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HATHA YOGA 
 

Banners Gate 
 

Community Hall, 
 

Thursdays 10.00 -11.00 a.m. 

Beginners class £5.50 per session 

Please call Tricia on 07954 403943.  

The Banners Gate Community Hall is 
available at various times during the week, 

including weekends. 
The hall is approx. 38’ x 21’  

(11.6m x 6.4m) 
The kitchen is approx. 11’ x 7’  

(3.4m x 2.2m) 
The Jarrett room is approx. 13’ x 8’  

(4m x 2.5m) 
The ladies has 2 cubicles and a nappy 

changing table.  There is a gents/disabled 
toilet. 

The building is step-free. 
For further booking information go to: 

www.bannersgatecommunityassociation.org 

Public Speaking for Absolute 
Beginners  

by Sally Jenkins 
Tips on constructing and presenting 

all types of speeches.  
Available on Amazon or direct from 

the author: 
sallysjenkins@btinternet.com   0121 

0777 333 9214 

Banners Gate Community  
Hall Coffee Mornings.  

The next is on 16th September 
and will be from 9.30 a.m. to 

noon - note new times. 

 

  

 

http://www.newhorizonscounselling.org
http://www.bannersgatecommunityassociation.org
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SWIMMING LESSONS 
for ages 4 and upwards: 

Wednesday & Friday Evenings 
Local Pools ~ All Abilities 

Badge Work ~ Qualified Instructors 
0121 353 6616 

www.swimminglessonsinsuttoncoldfield.co.uk 

Plastering internal & external 
specialist 
Includes: Dry lining  -  Plaster 
boarding  -  Artex re-skimming  -  
Replacement walls & ceilings  -  
Painting / Decorating  -  Carpentry 
 

Lee Nugent 
 

36 Banners Gate Road 
Sutton Coldfield  B73 6RX 

Office: 0121 354 5446 
Mobile: 07934 15 19 20 
Lee.nugent1@virginmedia.com 

           0 – 13 months 
    Baby Development Class 
 

Wednesdays 9.30, 11.00 and 12.30 
 

 

Music, singing, exercise, massage, signing, light 
shows, bubbles, bells, tickly feathers  and 

many more!!   For more details:  
 

Call Tracy Jones on 07753 82 56 22 
 

Email: suttoncoldfield@babysensory.co.uk 

www.rhythmcircle.co.uk 

HOME TUITION 
 

Key Stage Two SATs tuition:  
English comprehension, spelling, punctuation, and grammar.  

 

Spanish and French: leisure courses and 
exam preparation to GCSE and A-level.  

 

Tracy:  0780 329 3351 

 

Create the best party possible for your little ones 
Birthdays, Weddings, Christenings, Fetes, School Workshops, Plays and much more 

We can cater for anything including: Full Party Entertainment, Mascots, Soft Play, Bouncy Castles, Face 
Painting, 

and Pamper Parties    Facebook: Lucky Buntys Twitter: @LuckyBuntys 

206 Westwood Road B73 6UQ  0770 7006802 

mailto:Lee,nugent1@virginmedia.com
mailto:suttoncoldfield@babysensory.co.uk
http://www.rhythmcircle.co.uk
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 Lovelight crystals and healing gemstone 
jewellery available at Bert and Gerts!  

 

WWW.BERTANDGERTS.CO.UK 

 
Calebs Rainbows is the dream of 
Rosemary Ferrell a great grandmother 
with a passion for making beautiful dolls 
with a story. “Every doll is different”. 
Rosemary loves all things creative, be it 
sewing, knitting, drawing, or baking and 
she has, having been to college, 
decided to turn her hobby into a 
business as there is a demand for her 
products. 

https://bertandgerts.co.uk/


Banners Gate Community Church - Events 

 
Monday, Thursday, Friday - Baby Phonics 

Contact email: Jenna@robotreg.co.uk for times and availability  

 
Tuesday and Wednesday - Baby Sensory 

Contact Tracy at email: suttoncoldfield@babysensory.co.uk for times and 
availability 

 

 

Please visit our website at  

 

https://www.bannersgatechurch.com/ 

The Scout Hut  -  Coppice View Road  -  Sutton Coldfield  -  B73 6UE. 

Tai Chi Class 

Every Tuesday morning at 11.45 to 12.45. 

The cost is £5 per person. Everyone is welcome and all abilities  

are catered for in a relaxing and enjoyable environment. 

If anyone needs further details, please contact me on  

01543 480151 

 St Columba’s Church Hall 
 

Hall letting for St Columba’s Church.  
 

Weekday lettings are available for the large Church Hall which includes a  
well equipped kitchen.  

 

Entrance to the hall is step free and is suitable for wheel chair access 
throughout the premises. 

 
Male, Female and disabled toilet facilities  

 
All enquiries to Alison via email please.  

 
st.columbahall@yahoo.com 
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mailto:Jenna@robotreg.co.uk
mailto:suttoncoldfield@babysensory.co.uk
https://www.bannersgatechurch.com/
mailto:st.columbahall@yahoo.com


Bookings 

Banners Gate Community Hall  -  Coffee Mornings, third Tuesday of the month 

The next is on 16th September  -  at 9.30 to noon, please note new times. 

112 

welcome          what’s on            hire our hall           view our hall             committee           contact           links 

As a community hall we are trying to create activities for the benefit of the 
community so if you have any ideas in that direction, please get in touch and 

share those ideas with us—no obligation. 
If you need any information please message on 07964 213 229 

https://www.bannersgatecommunityassociation.org/bg2/hallhire.php
https://www.bannersgatecommunityassociation.org/bg2/index.php
https://www.bannersgatecommunityassociation.org/bg2/whatson.php
https://www.bannersgatecommunityassociation.org/bg2/hallhire.php
https://www.bannersgatecommunityassociation.org/bg2/viewourhall.php
https://www.bannersgatecommunityassociation.org/bg2/contact.php
https://www.bannersgatecommunityassociation.org/bg2/links.php
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Useful telephone 
numbers 

  Sutton and Kingstanding 

Police: 101 

Good Hope: 424 2000 

Outpatients: 424 2000 

NHS Health helpline: 

Call 111 it’s 24/7 

Citizens Advice 

03444 111 444 

BANNERS GATE 
COUNSELLING CENTRE 

 

Accessible and Affordable 
Counselling to Adults in the 

Community.  The Upper Room 
St. Michael’s House 
198 Boldmere Road 

Sutton Coldfield 
Tel : 0121 354 6544 
For information or an 

appointment please ring after 
10 a.m. daily, except 

Wednesday 

Banners Gate 
Community hall 
Coffee Mornings 

The next is on 
16th September 

starting at 9.30a.m. 
until noon, please 
note new times. 

DAY/TIME ACTIVITY VENUE CONTACT TEL. 

Sun  (last) 10.30 –2.30 pm 
10.00 am 

10.30 am (fortnightly) 
11.00 am 

7.30—8.30pm 
 

Create at Gate with K & S 
Family Communion 
Sunday Gathering 
Chikara Karate Kai 
Soul Yoga –last Sunday 
 

Community Hall 
St. Columba's 
Banners Gate CC 
Scout Hall 
Community Hall 

Kathy Weston 
 
Nigel Willis 
Paul Murphy    07837 
Cath Hussey 

628 6651 
354 5873 
353 0230 
39 57 89 
 

Mon                           .                     
11.00 to  6.45pm 

 
7.30 – 9.00 pm                      

Sign Language Classes 
Sign Language Classes 
Sign Language Classes 
Line Dancing 

Community Hall 
Community Hall 
Community Hall 
Community Hall 

Shakila Kosar       07825 
Shakila Kosar       07825 
Shakila Kosar       07825 
Diane Pursall 

255042 
255042 
255042 
747 4659 

Tues                6.00—7.00         
  9.15 -  2.00pm.    

3rd Tues 9.15 - 12.00pm 
11.45am  - 12.45pm 

 6.30 – 9.00  
7.45 pm 

 

Soul Yoga 
Born to Spa, Baby Spa 
Coffee Morning 3rd Tuesdays 
Tai Chi 
Line Dancing 
Chikara Karate Kai 

Community Hall 
Community Hall 
Community Hall 
Scout Hut 
Community Hall 
St. Columba's 

 
Anna Madge      07833 
Dave Cockbill 
Neil  Rankine    07721 
Diane Pursall 
Paul Murphy       07837 

 
45 70 74 
 
67 09 13 
747 4659 
39 57 89 

Wed          9.30, 11.00 &12 
10.30 - 12.00 
6.30 — 7.30 

7.00 pm 

Baby Sensory 
Guide Dog Training 
Dance Fitness 
SlimmingWorld 

Banners Gate CC 
Community Hall 
Community Hall 
St Columba’s 

Tracy Jones     0775 
Madge Nightingale 
 
Karen                07759 

82 56 22 
360 0286  
 
17 02 89 

                                                       
Thurs      10.00—11.00 am 

7.30   on last Thursday  
6.30 – 9.45 pm 

(3rd of each month) 7.00 pm 
 

 
Yoga 
Neighbourhood Forum 
Zig Zag Dance Studio 
Townswomen's Guild 
 

 
Community Hall 
Community Hall 
St. Columba's  
Banners Gate CC 
 

  
Tricia                  07954 
Tony Willis 
 Warren               01902 
Janice Jones       07955 
 

 
40 39 43 
605 4947 
897 900 
65 59 10 
 

Fri               11.30  -  3.30                     
5.00—6.30pm 

7.00  -  8.00  pm       
 

 Sign language Classes 
Repertoire Dance Studio 
Sign Language Classes 
 

Community Hall 
Community Hall 
Community Hall 
 

Shakila Kosar       07825 
Chloe Lloyd          07729 
Shakila Kosar       07825 
                  

25 50 42 
47 79 46 
25 50 42 
 

Saturday            9—10am Soul Yoga Community Hall                            

Girlguiding gives girls and young women a voice.....has done so for 100 years.....be part of the next 100 
Could you spare 1½ hours a week to help with the St Columba’s Guide unit? Gain real satisfaction in volunteering and helping to ensure 

girls in Banners Gate aged 10 – 14 can continue to enjoy games, projects, badges and outings at Guides. 
There are also places available in both Brownie units in September for girls aged 7 or 8. 

For more information contact Carol Gardner on 350 7191. 
 

      Day/Time                   Activity                     Venue                       Contact                   Tel 
Mon 6.00 - 7.30pm    39th Brownies     St Columba's Hall                                          354 5873 
Tues 6.00 - 7.30pm   45th Brownies     St Columba's Hall           Carol Gardner        350 7191 
Thurs 5.00 - 6.00pm  39th Rainbows    St Columba's Hall                                          354 5873 

33rd Sutton Coldfield Scout Group,  
H.Q. Coppice View Road 

Monday    Beavers  5.30 p.m. – 6.45 p.m. ages 6 – 8 years 
      Scouts     7.00 p.m. – 9.00 p.m. ages 10 ½ – 14 years 
Tuesday    Beavers  5.40 p.m. – 6.40 p.m. ages 6 – 8 years 
      Cubs       7.00 p.m. – 8.30 p.m. ages 8 – 10 ½ years 
Thursday  Cubs       7.00 p.m. – 8.30 p.m. ages 8 – 10 ½ years 

Contact 0121 353 5203 
Email: margaretdrummond1@btinternet.com 

 
 

Thurs. 18th Sept.  Quiz - Tombola 
Thurs.  16th Oct.   Don't Fret - Guitarists 

Our vibrant Guild meets on the 3rd 
Thursday of the month, 7.00 - 10.00 in 

the Westwood Hall,  
Banners Gate Community Church. 

Janice Jones 07955 65 59 10 

The 18th Sutton Coldfield West 
Scout Group and the 15th 
Sutton Coldfield West Scout 
Group have merged and are 
now named the 33rd  
Headquarters are at the Scout 
Hut, Coppice View Road.  
B73 6UE. 

 

 

St Columba’s 
Church 

Coffee Morning 

Every Friday of  
the month 

10.00  -  Noon 

All Welcome 

For details see website at www.stcolumbasbannersgate.co.uk www.bannersgatechurch.com

The Townswomen's Guild  Banners Gate Community Church 

 Westwood Road. B73 6UH 

We meet weekly on Sunday mornings from 

10.30am for fellowship, worship, prayer 

and learning together in an informal setting, 

with other gatherings throughout the week. 

To find out more visit our website at 

www.bannersgatechurch.com. 

UNIFORMED ORGANISATIONS: 
Scouts:  Margaret Drummond,  33rd GSL    
353 5203    Girlguiding: Carol Gardner, 
Vesey West District Commissioner  350 7191 

BOOKING SECRETARIES: 
Community Hall mobile:  075 65 54 68 21 
Banners Gate CC - Nigel Willis   07711 284562  
St. Columba's     -   Alison Jolley st.columbahall@yahoo.com 
Scout Hall           -   A & R Talliss  353 8166 

http://www.stcolumbasbannersgate.co.uk
http://www.bannersgatechurch.com
http://www.bannersgatechurch.com/
mailto:st.columbahall@yahoo.com

