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Rob Pocock:  MORE NEWS ABOUT 
SUTTON PARK 
 
Following my piece last month about 
the Annual Sutton Park Wildlife Nature 
Tour in September, there’s another 

event now coming in October. This time it’s an 
official Archaeology Walk, starting from the 
Banners Gate entrance on Sat 11th October, 
leaving 11am.  
 
This will be led by Dr Mike Hodder, former City 
Council Archaeologist and now a retired member 
of FOSPA (Friends of Sutton Park Association – a 
great and longstanding group of volunteers, find 
them on www.fospa.org.uk). Dr Hodder will walk 
visitors round the many historic sites in the Park. 
Don’t forget – in addition to the Park being a 
National Nature Reserve and a Site of Special 
Scientific Interest, it is also a nationally 
recognised ‘Scheduled Ancient Monument’!  
 
No booking is needed for this event, please note 
it’s £3 for non-FOSPA members. While on the 
wider subject of the Park, a few recent ‘nature 
notes’: 
 

• The cattle are now back at their winter 
quarters in Staffordshire countryside after 
the summer grazing season in Sutton Park. 
They had to go home early because of a 
surfeit of acorns threatening their daily diet! 

• The Ponies are to be rounded up shortly for 
their autumn ‘vet check’. We have a number 

of ageing ponies, over 20 years old and 
nearing the end of their natural lives. The 
herd may be stocked up with new arrivals if 
necessary next autumn. 

• There is now an agreed Woodland 
Management Plan for the next 10 years 
approved by the national regulator Natural 
England. 

• Concrete blocks probably from the old WW1 
Military training camp have been exposed 
after the recent scrubland fire around 
Boldmere Gate. Dr Hoidder’s archaeology 
team are investigating! 

• Finally, great news from the City Council 
who have formally designated the Sutton 
Park National Nature Reserve as a 
‘Destination Park’ status – this should 
enable extra resources and wider 
sponsorship such as from the National 
Lottery to be levered in in future. 

 
BOLDMERE LIBRARY SAFE AT LAST! 
 
Finally, I’m delighted to announce that there is an 
agreement at last between the City Council and 
the Sutton Town Council that will retain the 
Boldmere Library long-term. The City Council 
retain the premises and keep the Library staff on 
the payroll as professional City Librarians, and 
residents will continue to get full access to the 
whole City bookstore; meanwhile the Town 
Council take on the day-to-day supervisory 
running costs over the years to come. 
 

 

 197th  September 2025 

Banners Gate & Parklands 
 

 Community & Neighbourhood Forum  

bannersgateneighbourhoodforum.com  

The next Banners Gate Neighbourhood Forum meeting is on Thursday, 27th 

November, 7.30pm at the Community Hall in Reay Nadin Drive, B73 6UR.  

We are hoping to have a police presence from Sutton Coldfield and 

Kingstanding for an update on the local concerns. 

It is an open meeting and all are welcome, coffee/tea and nibbles provided. 

mailto:bgatepost@gmail.com
mailto:bgatepost@gmail.com
http://www.fospa.org.uk
http://www.bannersgateneighbourhoodforum.com


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Max Hatton:  away at the conference, 
sorry. 
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BANNERS GATE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 

Together with 

GUIDE DOGS FOR THE BLIND 

ARE ORGANSING A FASHION SHOW OF 
OVERMAKES OF HIGH STREET STORES. 

PRICES OF GARMENTS ARE REASONABLE. 

SATURDAY 22ND NOVEMBER 1-30 AT  

THE COMMUNITY HALL. REAY NADIN 
DRIVE. 

TICKETS ARE LIMITED.  COST OF £5 ENTRY 
TO INCLUDE A GLASS OF WINE. 

ALL PROCEEDS GO TO GUIDE DOGS. 

TO OBTAIN TICKETS PLEASE TEXT 07964 
213 229, STATING NUMBER REQUIRED. 

YOUR NAME AND EMAIL ADDRESS. 

WE ARE ALSO LOOKING FOR SIX MODELS 

FOR THIS EVENT, WHICH IS A VERY 

RELAXED, FUN AFTERNOON. 



John Cooper: Of all the matters on our minds one matter 
currently takes the lead; Royal Sutton Coldfield Libraries.   
Labour BCC in its efforts to assist its financial frailties had 
decided to close Seven libraries throughout the city, oddly 
three of those seven are in RSC, somewhat disproportionate 

given the size of RSC within BCC. 

It is interesting to note that two Labour Councillors within Vesey Ward 
voted in favour of this plan even though one of those libraries is 
Boldmere Library. 

In an attempt to pacify residents of Vesey, Labour proposed a scheme 
whereby they continued to manage the service and the Town Council 
paid for that service with the added bonus of the community being able 
to use the premises on the days the library was closed. The Town 
Council has over the last 8 years paid c£1.2m to the City to enable the 
Library at the Red Rose centre to stay open. During this time the Town 
Council has been allowed no input as to the management of the Red 
Rose Library. You will not be surprised therefore to learn that the Town 
Council is not prepared to continue to put money into the black hole that 
is Labour BCC finances. 

Accordingly, the Town Council’s plan for our remaining Libraries, 
namely Boldmere, Walmley and Mere Green is to take over the 
management of these three Libraries along with the community Centres 
at Walmley and Mere Green extending the opening hours of all three 
libraries. BCC will continue to fund Four Days at Mere Green with the 
Town Council extending the opening hours of all Three by one day. 

This is the Town Council working for residents of RSC and acting in 
their interests to provide an extremely important and valuable service 
all. 

John Cooper  

Sept ‘25 

John.cooper@suttoncoldfieldtowncouncil.gov.uk 

John.cooper@suttoncoldfieldtowncouncil.gov.uk 

 
https://suttoncoldfieldtowncouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/
Strategic-Plan-Consultation.pdf 
townrangers@suttoncoldfieldtowncouncil.gov.uk  
johncooper@suttoncoldfieldtowncouncil.gov.uk 
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https://suttoncoldfieldtowncouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Strategic-Plan-Consultation.pdf
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veseyward@gmail.com 

mailto:veseyward@gmail.com
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Wednesday 15th October 2025, 2pm - 4pm 

In our interactive workshop, learn the science behind eating healthily with 
diabetes with interesting insights, practical tips, and simple food swaps. A 
chance to ask questions and sample healthier twists on classic recipes. 

Can’t read this email?   View it online. 

https://careuk-merciagrange.cmail19.com/t/r-e-tkehjhk-plhkkhdujl-r/
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amy.millichope@suttoncoldfieldtowncouncil.gov.uk 

mailto:amy.millichope@suttoncoldfieldtowncouncil.gov.uk
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Volunteers Wanted 
 Are you interested in volunteering for our dementia inclusive monthly group? 
Do you have personal and or professional experience of supporting someone 
living with a dementia 
We offer extensive preparation and training supported by an experienced 
volunteer to enable you to fulfil the role. 
For further information or to apply please contact sunshineclub2025@outlook.com 

 sunshineclub2025@outlook.com 

mailto:sunshineclub2025@outlook.com
mailto:sunshineclub2025@outlook.com


10 



11 



 

12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Thank you Terry W 
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Saturday 18th October 2025, 10am - 4pm 

Join us for our local craft fair, with live entertainment, delicious food, and local 
stalls from local businesses throughout the day. 

Meet our friendly team, on hand to provide support and guidance in caring for 
an older loved one and take a tour of our beautiful care home 

 

Event: Open day and craft fair – free event at Mercia Grange 
Date: Saturday 18th October 2025 
Time: 10am - 4pm 
Location: Mercia Grange Care Home, 538 Lichfield Road, Sutton Coldfield, 
B74 4EH 

BOOK NOW 
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Did you know those five?  More next month. 

13 Fascinating & Funny UK Facts to Know Before 
Your Working Holiday in the UK — for Canadians.  
Here’s 4 to 8. 
 
4. There are approximately 45,350 pubs in the UK alone (as of 
2023!) 
 
No, we are not saying you need to visit all of them during your working 
holiday in the UK, but you must visit quite a few, as this shows you how 
important pub culture is in the UK!  
 

5. Throughout the UK there are as many as 482 festivals per year 
(2025). There are over 192 music festivals in London alone! 
 
Can you imagine how many you can attend if you stay in the UK for up 
to 3 years? How many cool artists you can see live!! 
Check out our blog on UK music festivals to learn more or read more 
about UK facts below. 
 

6. Northern Ireland is one of the Game of Thrones Territories 
 
This picturesque region is home to more Game of Thrones locations 
than anywhere else in the world! Slaver’s Bay (Murlough Bay), the 
Haunted Forest (Tollymore Forest Park), Riverrun (Inch Abbey) and 
Winterfell (Castle Ward) are just some of the real-life filming locations. 
Please visit during your working holiday, if you watch the movie again 
after you will notice so many familiar places! 
 

7. The UK is home to numerous UNESCO World Heritage Sites. 
 
With over 30 listed locations, from the Roman Baths in Bath to the 
Edinburgh Old Town and the Jurassic Coast. These locations preserve 
the country’s rich history. 
How easy is it to travel and visit within the UK? And what’s best is that 
as a Canadian you won’t find it far at all (compared to Canada) – Did you 
know that there is not a single point in Britain that is more than 75 miles 
away from a coastline? 
 

8. Scotland’s national animal is the Unicorn 
 
Scotland is known for its love of myths and legends, so, it comes as no 
surprise that a fabled creature is Scotland’s national animal.  
And yes, even if you ended up spending most of your working holiday in 
any other part of the UK, we highly recommend you to visit Scotland!! 
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https://stepabroad.com/blog/working-holiday/top-10-uk-music-festivals/


 

Thank you, Hazel 

I know some of you are allergic to puns so blame Margaret D.  The rest are thanks to Hazel. 
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1. What is the capital of the Central American country 
Costa Rica? 

2. Which English monarch was the signatory of Magna 
Carta? 

3. Which digestive fluid is stored in the gallbladder? 

4. Whose debut album was entitled "Greetings from Asbury 
Park, N.J."? 

5. On a standard dartboard which two numbers are 
adjacent to the number 20? 

6. The bands Pearl Jam and Nirvana both originated in 
which U.S. city? 

7. Which English National Park borders Scotland? 

8. Which was the first Stephen King story to make it to the 
big screen? 

9. Which element has the chemical symbol Sb? 

10.In the Royal Navy what rank lies between Captain and 
Rear Admiral? 

11.Which two Arab nations have the letter Q in their 
name? 

12.What is the capital of the US state of New Mexico? 

13.In the game "Rock, Paper, Scissors", what beats Paper? 

14.Who starred as Von Ryan in the 1965 movie "Von 
Ryan's Express"? 

15.What birds were used to test for gas in coal mines? 

16.Who created the TV series "Star Trek"? 

17.Cagliari is the capital of which Mediterranean island? 

18.Which 1979 movie starring Sigourney Weaver had the 
working title of "Star Beast"? 

19.Who did England defeat in the final to become Women's 
European Football champions in 2022? 

20. What 1980s pop singer won a 2013 Tony for Best  
 Original Score for the musical "Kinky Boots"? 

1. San Jose. 2.King John. 3.Bile. 4.Bruce Springsteen. 5.1(to the right) and 5 
(to the left). 6.Seattle. 7.Northumberland. 8.Carrie (1976). 9.Antimony. 
10.Commodore. 11.Iraq and Qatar. 12.Santa Fe. 13.Scissors. 14.Frank Sinatra. 
15.Canaries. 16.Gene Roddenberry. 17.Sardinia. 18.Alien. 19.Germany. 
20.Cyndi Lauper. 

Here’s your quiz—some easy, some not so easy. 

Answers 
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Are you a good guesser? 
What are these objects. Answers on the bottom of page 21 

1 

2 

3 

A pointy metal tool 
with a metal 
handle that was 
found at a thrift 
store. 

A pair of heavy 
metal legs that 
contain screw 
holes. 

A big hunk of 
metal found near 
some train tracks: 

20 
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Answers from page 18 

1     It’s an ice cream scoop.  

3.  From welding the tracks, there’s tons of slag left behind.  

2. They are from a Cast Iron Antique School 
Desk With Folding Seat.  

Now at: Oscott Social Club 
Witton Lodge Road. B23 5LX 
Thursdays 8.30—8.45pm 
Fundamentals and techniques with 
practise time 
8.45—10pm 
With practise time 
Improvers / intermediate level 
Taking your tango to the next level 
*Please wear non-rubber sole shoes* 
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View in Browser 

Library upgrades to create warmer, safer 
spaces for Birmingham communities 

https://news.comms.birmingham.gov.uk/0318A259BA506D8F7E24952D8765BA9535E54C903E57A0925F80D80FBC0A6447/E11C2C179C577DB4A7208A747D971E85/VIB
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Click here and scroll down to CHS Healthcare. 

https://bannersgateneighbourhoodforum.com/
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Book a household recycling 
centre appointment 

 
Unite the Union is currently taking industrial action, which may impact 
collections and waste disposal. 
See how this may affect your bin collections and what you can do with 
your waste. 
If you would like to know more, you can find more details on our Waste 
and recycling industrial action - FAQ for residents page. 
 
Sutton Coldfield 
Norris Way, B75 7BB 
Monday to Friday: 7:00am to 9:00pm 
Saturday and Sunday: 8:00am to 6:00pm 
 
Booking 
You can book: 

• not less than 2 hours before the time you want to attend the HRC 

• no more than 3 days before your visit 
2 visits at the same time - these could be on the same day or in the same 
week 

Your confirmation should be emailed to you within an hour. This email will 
tell you the 15-minute slot that you have been allocated. If you cannot see 
this email in your inbox, check your spam or junk folder. 
When you have 2 visits booked, you can book further visits from the day 
after you have attended the first visit. For example, if you book for Monday 
and Thursday then you can book your next visit from Tuesday. 
From Monday 12 May, the booking system will be temporarily removed 
from the Castle Bromwich HRC, and a pre-booked slot won't be required 
to visit the site. This is subject to change. You still need to bring proof of 
address to show you live in Birmingham. The booking system remains in 
place for the other 4 HRCs. 
 

Book an appointment 

You need to bring proof of address to show you live in Birmingham. This 
evidence could be: 

• driving licence 

• utility bill 
Council tax bill - paper or digital 

Read the instructions on the booking website carefully. For example, there 
are height restrictions at some sites. 

https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/industrialaction
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/industrialaction
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/industrialaction
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/industrialaction
https://www.veolia.co.uk/birmingham/household-recycling-centres
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YOUR LOCAL AUDIO NEWSPAPER - a real lifeline 
for hundreds, yes hundreds! of people across 
Birmingham. 
 

Birmingham Talking Newspaper For The Blind 
And Visually Impaired 

btnbvi.org 

When my own mother-in-law’s health was fading, we 
discovered this remarkable service and it gave her a 
new lease of life at 93! 

Do you know anyone who is partially sighted or blind? If 
so, they may benefit from listening to a local audio 
newspaper. Or indeed a monthly magazine and a 
history talk? This is a completely free of charge service, 
including the loan of equipment to allow you to listen to 
these articles. It is enjoyed by many people of all ages, 
some of whom are housebound. 

Blind and visually impaired people in the wider 
Birmingham area can obtain audio versions of local 
newspaper articles and a range of weekly and monthly 
audio magazines. These are provided free of charge for 
listeners who have registered with our service. 

You can apply by filling out the registration form which 
can be found at www.btnbvi.org. Or by contacting 0300 
330 1404 for more information. We will then explain the 
service that we provide, all completely free of charge. 

Please note that we never pass your information to 

anyone else and you can unsubscribe from our service 
at any time. 
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Banners Gate Community Hall 



Under the new Friends First Project, Age Concern Birmingham are now able to offer their Befriending 
Service across Birmingham city. 
On an assessed basis, our Community Reconnectors can provide up to 10 weeks support to individuals who 
may be isolated/vulnerable or feeling unconfident about accessing/ engaging in the wider community. 
This project also offers new social experiences/encourages new friendships through our tailored support. 
Further support is also offered through our new friendship groups situated in Sutton Coldfield and across 
the city. 
  
Please contact 0121 362 3650 for more information if: 
  
*You are feeling isolated, or would welcome the chance to meet new people in your community. 
*Maybe you already run a coffee morning/community group and would like to work with us to widen your 
reach. 
 *You would like to increase your social opportunities.   

33 
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slimmingworld.co.uk 

sharedreading@foliosuttoncoldfield.org.uk 

 Classes at St Columba’s Church 
 

Monday  Brownies  6 o’clock 
Tuesday  Brownies  6 o’clock 
Thursday  Rainbows 
Friday  Coffee Morning, see above 
Sunday  Morning Worship 10 o’clock 

 

 Hope Food North Birmingham are currently looking for a new base 
in/around Sutton Coldfield.  We need it to store food and prepare 
food bags.  We would need access in the day and evening Monday 
to Friday.   We run 3 food banks weekly in Erdington, Falcon Lodge 
and Mere Green.   If anyone has any premises with vehicle access 
that they would think would suit us, please get in touch.  Thank you.  

 
T: 07869 822502   E: info@hopefood.org.uk 
 
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO SUPPORT OUR WORK PLEASE MAKE A DONATION USING THIS LINK: 

https://www.justgiving.com/hopefoodnb  
Hope Food – North Birmingham.  A charitable incorporated organisation registered in 
England.  Charity registration number 1195019.  Registered office 407 Jockey Road, Sutton 
Coldfield B73 5XH 

 St Columba’s Church Hall 
 

Hall letting for St Columba’s Church.  
 

Weekday lettings are available for the 
large Church Hall which includes a  

well equipped kitchen.  
 

Entrance to the hall is step free and is 
suitable for wheel chair access 

throughout the premises. 
 

Male, Female and disabled toilet facilities  
 

All enquiries to Alison via email please.  
 

st.columbahall@yahoo.com 

10:00 -12:00 

Not on 
Friday 29th 
December 

http://www.slimmingworld.co.uk
mailto:sharedreading@foliosuttoncoldfield.org.uk
mailto:info@hopefood.org.uk
https://www.justgiving.com/hopefoodnb
https://www.justgiving.com/hopefoodnb
mailto:st.columbahall@yahoo.com
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St Columba’s Church hall 
Banners Gate Road/
Chester Road North 
Sutton Coldfield B73 6TX 

helenwilliamsmusic@gmail.com 
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Do you have an 
advertisement for this 

space, it’s free. 
Email 

bgatepost@gmail.com 

mailto:helenwilliamsmusic@gmail.com
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www.scurc.org.uk 

http://www.scurc.org.uk
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www.suttoncoldfieldsocietyofartists.co.uk 

If you are of a different bent, you may be interested in the two links below, sent in by John S. 

http://messybeast.com/dragonqueen/real-haynes.htm 
 

Also, I'm going to assume you've heard this but just in case: 
https://www.airliners.net/forum/viewtopic.php?t=1113747 

http://www.suttoncoldfieldsocietyofartists.co.uk
http://messybeast.com/dragonqueen/real-haynes.htm
https://www.airliners.net/forum/viewtopic.php?t=1113747
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Just in case you missed it, see page 10 for a competition. 
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It is time to use the magnifying icons at the bottom right of the screen. 
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HANDBOOK: 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100086596932293 

https://birmingham.connecttosupport.org/ 

https://www.calameo.com/read/00067546760ea7e9396a0
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100086596932293
https://birmingham.connecttosupport.org/
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www.applyforleap.org.uk 

https://applyforleap.org.uk/


51 



 

 

52 

Students can be a prime target for fraud and cyber crime. Whether you're banking, browsing, 
shopping, dating, gaming, or sharing content on social media, it’s crucial to take steps to protect 
yourself. Follow these steps to secure your personal and financial information. 

Job Application Fraud 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students looking for job opportunities can be targeted by fraudulent adverts aimed at 
stealing personal information or money. Students might be asked for an upfront payment 
for a fake consultation or extra help finding a job, but the fraudster does not deliver. Stay 
safe by: 

• Fraudsters will often use fake job adverts and impersonate legitimate companies to 
lure job seekers. Always do some research to check that you’re dealing with a genuine 
employer.   

• A legitimate employer or agency will not ask you for money to work for them.  

• Look out for job offers that claim they can make you rich quickly and offer incredibly 
high salaries for very few hours.  

• Use trusted recruitment websites to find jobs and research an employer to check they 
are real before handing over any personal details.  

Continued on next page... 



 

 Rental Fraud 

Looking for student housing? Rental fraudsters often target students looking for 
university housing, asking you to pay advance fees for properties that don’t event 
exist. Follow our tips here: 

• Always view the property: You, or someone you trust, should view the property 
in-person before you sign any contracts or make payment.   

• Overseas students and workers: If you need to secure accommodation in the 
UK from overseas, seek advice from the employer or university you are coming to. If 
you are unsure about anything a prospective landlord is asking you to do, speak to a 
trusted friend or family member, or seek professional independent advice.  

• Signs of fraud: Use the information provided in the property listing, such as the 
address and photos, to look online for what other information you can find about the 
property you would like to rent. Fraudsters often steal information from legitimate 
listings to create fake listings of their own.  

Payment: Where possible, avoid bank transfer payments; use credit or debit cards for 
better protection against fraud.   

General online safety tips 

Here’s how you can protect yourself further as you start your new university year: 

• Protect your accounts: Use unique passwords for each account. A strong 
password is key—try using three random words and enable 2-step verification (2SV) 
for extra security. 

• Pay safely: Avoid paying by bank transfer and don’t feel pressured into quick 
payments. Use a credit card for online purchases whenever possible. 

• Beware of unsolicited messages: Fraudsters often use emails, texts, and social 
media to lure you in. Always double-check before making any purchases or paying 
upfront fees. 

Report suspicious emails to: report@phishing.gov.uk 

Report suspicious texts or scam calls to 7726 (free of charge). 

Have you been a victim to fraud? 

If you’ve lost money or shared financial information due to online fraud, contact your 
bank immediately and report it to Action Fraud at actionfraud.police.uk or by calling 

0300 123 2040. In Scotland, contact Police Scotland at 101.  
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...continued from last page 

mailto:report@phishing.gov.uk
https://s-url.co/13klAA
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Share 

Be a safe student  -  Get Safe Online 

Sept25 Student campaign Leaflet.pdf 

https://members.wmnow.co.uk/AlertMessage/ShareMessageToSocialMedia/7F7DA1D77F20FB7F6DC77A113A4C157D
https://www.getsafeonline.org/safeonlinestudentlife/
https://members.wmnow.co.uk/AlertMessage/Attachment/ABCFE6442CF99E1B795A9776CB7E289A


 

Criminals are experts at impersonating people or organisations (like 
banks, the tax office or even the police).  

They spend hours researching you for their scams, hoping you’ll let 
your guard down for just a moment. Stop and think. It could protect 
you and your money.  

Stop: Taking a moment to stop and think before parting with your 
money or information could keep you safe.  

Challenge: Could it be fake? It’s OK to reject, refuse or ignore any 
requests. Only criminals will try to rush or panic you.  

Protect: Contact your bank immediately if you think you’ve fallen for a 
scam and report it to Action Fraud here: Action Fraud 

For more information please click on the link below or see the attached 
Phone Scams Booklet 

45788196-0bc9-42a4-87cc-371f2710914e.pdf 
(neighbourhoodalert.co.uk)  

 

Attachments 
Phone Scams Booklet - Final.pdf  
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Action Fraud is urging people to look out for rogue QR codes, after 784 
reports of ‘quishing’ were made to Action Fraud between April 2024 and 

April 2025, with almost £3.5 million lost. 

A new alert has been issued by Action Fraud, warning about quishing, a 
form of phishing where a fraudulent QR code is scanned, designed to steal 
personal and financial information. The warning encourages people to stay 
vigilant and double check QR codes to see if they are malicious, or have 
been tampered with, before scanning them online or in public spaces.  

Claire Webb, Acting Director of Action Fraud, said:  
“QR codes are becoming increasingly common in everyday life, whether 
it’s scanning one to pay for parking, or receiving an email asking to verify 
an online account. However, reporting shows cyber criminals are 
increasingly using quishing as a way to trick the public out of their personal 
and financial information.  

“We’re urging people to stop and check before scanning QR codes, to 
avoid becoming a victim of quishing. Look out for QR codes that may have 
been tampered with in open spaces, or emails and texts that might include 

Continued on next page... 



 
rogue codes. If you’re in doubt, contact the organisation directly. You can 
follow our advice on quishing, on our website at www.actionfraud.police.uk to 
help protect yourself.” 

Action Fraud can reveal that quishing happens most frequently in car parks, 
with criminals using stickers to tamper with QR codes on parking machines. 
Quishing also occurred on online shopping platforms, where sellers received 
a QR code via email to either verify accounts or to receive payment for sold 
items.  

Reports also showed phishing attacks were taking place impersonating 
HMRC, or other UK government schemes, targeting people with QR codes 
designed to steal personal and financial details.  

What can you do avoid being a victim of quishing? 

• QR codes used in pubs or restaurants are usually safe to scan. 
 

• Scanning QR codes in open spaces (like stations and car parks) might 
pose a greater risk. Check for signs that codes may have been 
tampered with (usually by a sticker placed over the legitimate QR code). 
If in doubt, do not scan them: use a search engine to find the official 
website or app for the organisation you need to make a payment to. 

 

• If you receive an email with a QR code in it, and you're asked to scan it, 
you should be cautious due to an increase in these types of 'quishing' 
attacks. 

 

• Finally, we recommend that you use the QR-scanner that comes with 
your phone, rather than using an app downloaded from an app store. 

 

• If you receive a suspicious email, report it by forwarding it 
to phishing@report.gov.uk  

 

• Find out how to protect yourself from fraud: https://
stopthinkfraud.campaign.gov.uk 

 

• If you’ve been a victim of fraud, report it at www.actionfraud.police.uk or 
by calling 0300 123 2040. In Scotland, contact Police Scotland on 101. 

 

Message Sent By 
Action Fraud  

...continued from last page 
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http://www.actionfraud.police.uk/
mailto:phishing@report.gov.uk
https://s-url.co/OCYhAA
https://s-url.co/OCYhAA
https://s-url.co/OSYhAA
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What’s On at Streetly Community Library Autumn 2025 

 

1st Wednesday of each month 11-12 Adult Reading Group 

2nd Wednesday of each month 10.30-12 Poetry Group 

3rd Tuesday of each month 11-12 Crime Club Reading Group 

3rd Wednesday of each month 10-12 Knit, Stitch and Chat 

Every  Wednesday 10-12 Knit, Stitch & Chat Extra—drop in with your current project or just      

enjoy some company 

Every Friday during term time 10.30-11 Story & Rhyme Time 

Every Friday 10-11.30 Reading Friends Social Group—join us for a cuppa and a chat 

Every Saturday 1-3 Board Games Afternoon—something for all, drop in and play 

3rd Saturday of each month 9.30-11.30 and other Saturdays 11-1 Local Councillors’ Surgery—   

no appointment needed 

3rd Tuesday of each month 2-4 Resilient Communities Advice Surgery for Voluntary &             

Community Organisations - no appointment needed 

CV and job search help from Walsall Works - various dates available, please ask at the counter  

to book an appointment 

Tuesdays 30th September, 14th & 28th October 9.30-1 Citizens’ Advice Bus on Library Car Park—

no appointment needed 

Tuesdays 30th September, 14th & 28th October 10-12 Chess Club for Adults 

Saturdays 18th October, 1st, 15th & 29th November 2.30-3 Saturday Story Time 

 

Saturday 27th September 10-12 Mental Health drop-in—no appointment needed 

Saturday 27th September 11-12.30 Lego Fun 

Saturday 18th October 10-12 Mental Health Drop-in - no appointment needed 

Saturday 25th October 11-12.30 Lego Fun 

Saturday 8th November 10.30-11.20 & 11.30-12.20 Story Tent Workshops for children              

aged 3-7—free event, online booking essential 

 Blackwood Road, Streetly, B74 3PL      01922 654864      streetlylibrary@walsall.gov.uk 

mailto:streetlylibrary@walsall.gov.uk


 
Birmingham’s Mobile Library Service  

 
For over 30 years the Mobile Library has taken library services out into many 
diverse communities across the city. 

Everyone is welcome to join the Mobile Library. You can register with us, or 
you can use your existing Birmingham library card on the vehicle. You can 
borrow a maximum of 10 items at any one time (including items borrowed 
from our other libraries). The Mobile Library vehicle carries over 3,500 items 
of stock for adults, young people and children of all ages. The stock is 
changed frequently, and new items are added regularly. 

The Mobile Library has access to the full library catalogue. It operates a free 
reservation service for any items you may wish to order. You can return items 
from other Birmingham libraries at any Mobile Library stop too. The Mobile 
Library vehicle is also fitted with a lift allowing for easy access. 

Did you know that the service comes into the heart of our community? 

It currently operates every Tuesday between 10.00 – 11.00 parked 
outside Sutton Park Academy on Coppice View Road, B73 6UE. 

Go along and see what’s on board. Use it – Or lose it! 

For more information, please use one of the methods detailed below -  

Phone: 0121 464 6171    Mobile: 07766 923344 

Email: mobile.library.service@birmingham.gov.uk 

FaceBook: Mobile Library Service - Birmingham UK    Twitter: bhammobilelib 

www.birmingham.gov.uk/mobile-library 
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mailto:mobile.library.service@birmingham.gov.uk
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/mobile-library


 

Kingstanding Library 
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See next page 
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www.elimlifechurch.co.uk 

 
 

Your free advertisement 
could go here. 

 
Email 

bgatepost@gmail.com. 

https://www.elimlifechurch.co.uk/
mailto:bgatepost@gmail.com
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www.birmingham.gov.uk/warmwelcome 

www.birmingham.gov.uk/energyhelp 

www.birmingham.gov.uk/healthystart 

http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/foodhelp 

www.birmingham.gov.uk/school-meals 

www.birmingham.gov.uk/energyscam 

www.gov.uk/check-benefits-financial-support 

www.birmingham.gov.uk/debtadviceteam 

www.birmingham.gov.uk/helpinbrum 

www.theprojectbirmingham.org 

www.bcabs.org.uk 

www.disability.co.uk 

www.ageuk.org.uk/birmingham 

www.birminghammind.org 

www.moneyhelper.org.uk 

www.stoploansharks.co.uk 

www.turn2us.org.uk 

www.bswaid.org 

england.shelter.org.uk 

www.theaws.co.uk/listen-connect 

www.rmcentre.org.uk 

www.spitfireservices.org.uk 

It is time to use the magnifying icons at the bottom right of the screen. 

http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/warmwelcome
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/energyhelp
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/healthystart
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/foodhelp
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/school-meals
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/energyscam
http://www.gov.uk/check-benefits-financial-support
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/debtadviceteam
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/helpinbrum
http://www.theprojectbirmingham.org
http://www.bcabs.org.uk
http://www.disability.co.uk
http://www.ageuk.org.uk/birmingham
http://www.birminghammind.org
http://www.moneyhelper.org.uk
http://www.stoploansharks.co.uk
http://www.turn2us.org.uk
http://www.bswaid.org
http://england.shelter.org.uk
http://www.theaws.co.uk/listen-connect
http://www.rmcentre.org.uk
http://www.spitfireservices.org.uk
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Line Dancing 

Absolute Beginners Class 

to be held at 

Banners Gate Community Hall 

Tuesdays 5 - 6 pm 

Everyone welcome 

Please phone Diane 

On 07711 048 215 

For further information 
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www.ourplacesupport.org 

Email: adviceservice@ 
ourplacesupport.org 

@OurPlaceSupport 

communityconnectors@ourplacesupport.org 

Email: healandtransform@yahoo.com 

Website: www.healandtransform.co.uk 

http://www.ourplacesupport.org
mailto:adviceservice@%20ourplacesupport.org
mailto:adviceservice@%20ourplacesupport.org
mailto:communityconnectors@ourplacesupport.org
mailto:healandtransform@yahoo.com
https://www.healandtransform.co.uk/
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September sees the seasons change and it’s all change on the 

bird front too. This week, our expert lifts the lid on a bird whose 
seemingly sudden appearance often creates a buzz at this of year. 
 

We also answer your questions on what to do with nestboxes now 
the chicks have flown, as well as what might move into them in 
winter! Read on for answers to these and more. 

 
Whatever you do this week, make time for nature! 

 
Siân Duncan 
Notes on Nature editor 
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Shop  Join 

Your questions answered 

https://shopping.rspb.org.uk/?utm_source=notes_on_nature_20250201&utm_medium=email&utm_term=notes_on_nature&utm_content=2&utm_campaign=notes_on_nature
https://www.rspb.org.uk/membership?utm_source=notes_on_nature_20250201&utm_medium=email&utm_term=notes_on_nature&utm_content=3&utm_campaign=notes_on_nature
https://www.rspb.org.uk/membership?utm_source=notes_on_nature_20250201&utm_medium=email&utm_term=notes_on_nature&utm_content=3&utm_campaign=notes_on_nature
https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/ask-an-rspb-expert/september?utm_source=notes_on_nature_20250913&utm_medium=email&utm_term=notes_on_nature&utm_content=5&utm_campaign=notes_on_nature


 

The latest scams doing the rounds  

You can always keep up to date on the most recent scams 
targeting people across the UK  

The latest warnings to be aware of include a Utility Warehouse 
impersonation email, a cryptocurrency scam call and fraudsters 
posing as the Financial Conduct Authority. Take a look at the full 
list, based on your reports to our Which? Scam Action Alerts 
Facebook community and to our scam sharer tool  

 

Watch out for fake vehicle giveaways 

We've spotted several premium vehicle competition scams on 
social media, with fraudsters posting tempting giveaways that aim 
to steal your personal and financial information. 

We examine these dodgy competitions and share four telltale signs 
of a social media scam. 

 

Avoid scams when booking last-minute holidays 

Searches on Google for 'last minute holidays' have spiked in recent 
weeks as hopeful holidaymakers try to book an escape before the 
summer is out, but those 'deals' may not be all they seem.  

Take a look at some of the most common ways fraudsters carry out 
holiday scams and how you can spot the signs. 

 

Scam sharer tool 

There's an easy way to make us aware of scams directly with 
our scam sharer tool. Tell us your experiences of phishing emails, 
fake texts, cold calls and other types of fraud. 
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https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=edaef0160c6c2386bd17b8ea30e3b638c2b6d3ff8b248f16fd9366c344a316fc07c8882432c0aed853868ae6adc6d59984be15538caf1a56012da3ad150be707
https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=edaef0160c6c2386bd17b8ea30e3b638c2b6d3ff8b248f16fd9366c344a316fc07c8882432c0aed853868ae6adc6d59984be15538caf1a56012da3ad150be707
https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=edaef0160c6c2386f04a722cb15a8a0f2880f892e2f53ac110e8915ba82038a7557cd1bfe9fcee71f231aa13dd31aac1f44a6d11c22c3a0432c8ba3334db56ff
https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=edaef0160c6c2386f04a722cb15a8a0f2880f892e2f53ac110e8915ba82038a7557cd1bfe9fcee71f231aa13dd31aac1f44a6d11c22c3a0432c8ba3334db56ff
https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=edaef0160c6c23864e16a085c6c08a2189aa708b14c031e00b206e3ece8be9342f56872c9cf1d9489c424bedf8c032dc7233a2fea74fb33ee501538c3775a3c6
https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=edaef0160c6c23864e16a085c6c08a2189aa708b14c031e00b206e3ece8be9342f56872c9cf1d9489c424bedf8c032dc7233a2fea74fb33ee501538c3775a3c6
https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=a39a13e9ad8529216d263ef30b268595258ab2512f67e2b7b39ccb1c2a3734d8a454cb4ca5ba14dd4c58e7803c616a71eee983366573de0ad75f788208caf258


 

 

New parking fine scam texts 
 

Convincing parking charge scam text messages continue to 
circulate, targeting people with warnings about a non-existent 
unpaid fine. 
A recent example of this scam involves a copycat government 
website that aims to earn your trust by mimicking Gov.uk. We 
examine this scam text and explain how you can identify it. 

 

Debt collection scam warning 
 

Debt demands can be alarming, which makes them an effective 
scam. In recent weeks, there has been a spike in reports of dodgy 
debt collection letters and cold calls claiming to be from HM Courts 
& Tribunals Service. 
If you receive a demand you're not sure about, don't pay it – find out 
how to verify a genuine debt collection letter and spot the fakes. 

 

Mystery shopping job scams exposed 
 

Scam victims are being hired as mystery shoppers by fake research 
companies and dumped with the bill. 
We heard from a student who faced debts in the thousands when 
he took out expensive phone contracts as a 'secret shopper' for a 
sham agency – find out how we helped him get his money back. 

 

Scam sharer tool 
 

There's an easy way to make us aware of scams directly with 
our scam sharer tool. Tell us your experiences of phishing emails, 
fake texts, cold calls and other types of fraud. 
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https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=032c59ac4f19d113719591399201c226c140b3619e66e3ea752f3a7d0bb687da347ad58bb4196c12a3143da221903443f17357448a9b359c1ba1731b749b1c86
https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=032c59ac4f19d113719591399201c226c140b3619e66e3ea752f3a7d0bb687da347ad58bb4196c12a3143da221903443f17357448a9b359c1ba1731b749b1c86
https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=032c59ac4f19d113c807397f3c1e9c504f84732e43f2a19326d619993b69ac471b9421b18815e89272c3cf664416a2008020c885c7422970e4f30f9a784b4708
https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=032c59ac4f19d113c807397f3c1e9c504f84732e43f2a19326d619993b69ac471b9421b18815e89272c3cf664416a2008020c885c7422970e4f30f9a784b4708
https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=032c59ac4f19d113e5a2dd8a91ec0b8d57354a4337ceec21fc2e04764d9e7242b655f75418bf184051841c57b84d89867f63dfb06ae1cd920cc5349c7049ca9e
https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=1cde6a65ed351d8ec6f7329f0605e11c4fa938fd05ad4eccf7bf95225cbdc9719fc129175f17273d1ff97933fe856eb4afbbc896b68437375b8358e1daaf4810


 

 

Convincing WhatsApp delivery scams  
 
Watch out for WhatsApp messages from compromised verified 
business accounts, telling you that your delivery has ‘failed’ with links 
to copycat Evri websites. 
 
We've recently found four new examples. So find out what these 
delivery scams look like – and how to spot and avoid them. 
 

How vulnerable are you to scams? 
 
Any of us can end up becoming a victim of a scam. While some might 
seem obvious to you, one could catch you out  
We reveal the traits, factors and triggers that make us all susceptible 
to scams. 
 

Copycat Which? website taken down 

A fake Which? website featuring a bogus article about the best debit 
cards was set up by scammers looking to steal contact details. 

Which? is no stranger to impersonation attempts and we caught this 
one early, but we're warning the public to be on high alert for 
scammers impersonating our brand. 
 

Scam sharer tool 

There's an easy way to make us aware of scams directly with our scam 
sharer tool. Tell us your experiences of phishing emails, fake texts, 
cold calls and other types of fraud  

Stay safe, 

 

Which? Scam Alert Team 

P.S. Please share this information with your friends, family and 
neighbours – anyone who may find it helpful. Alternatively, they 
can sign up here to receive this directly to their inbox. 
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https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=1abd96567c565bb6834d05be94f03d4863b233dba348a182c1f7919adf19a20ddd739b649f3802ab24f02aabb0f5db6ad998fb8aac5c8c2bd6158375d1f6a3c2
https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=1abd96567c565bb6834d05be94f03d4863b233dba348a182c1f7919adf19a20ddd739b649f3802ab24f02aabb0f5db6ad998fb8aac5c8c2bd6158375d1f6a3c2
https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=1abd96567c565bb68698259acdb7aed0acd561375adb2f9760c25b40871ccf7ce5b6f92db5d027fc5097c823d68c276ffb40d7a205fa5d24c38c03f5b5164f81
https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=1abd96567c565bb68698259acdb7aed0acd561375adb2f9760c25b40871ccf7ce5b6f92db5d027fc5097c823d68c276ffb40d7a205fa5d24c38c03f5b5164f81
https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=1abd96567c565bb61e1be95bc9c03f89b790cd6ebfe504bfdbf861a04c33dda79988aff48c6107851a7e8b0b772562e174b3a475be7d972ee2b6f42b3d6ad520
https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=1abd96567c565bb61e1be95bc9c03f89b790cd6ebfe504bfdbf861a04c33dda79988aff48c6107851a7e8b0b772562e174b3a475be7d972ee2b6f42b3d6ad520
https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=771fbef3f54ba8aea7be913bac6d604c937d3a7f038f54f840375d1a22bdfafe05f9cf0fdc72951aa76526af5b1def7ff4a5a04a5b90b05a5684ca86bca02b01
https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=771fbef3f54ba8aea7be913bac6d604c937d3a7f038f54f840375d1a22bdfafe05f9cf0fdc72951aa76526af5b1def7ff4a5a04a5b90b05a5684ca86bca02b01
https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=771fbef3f54ba8ae36749f464cafb75495f7b99c2655b3cb61895e26d52afd0d2ff52f1f7f221718008054fc6c9771255ea6f5c4fd4fca4885b785b07bfdfc95


The scale of Booking.com scams 
 
Nearly one in 10 Booking.com customers in our survey believe they 
have been sent scam messages. These are often dangerously 
convincing messages sent by third-party scammers but which 
appear to come from Booking.com itself. 
We're calling on Ofcom to investigate whether the site is doing 
enough to remove illegal content and protect users. Find out how 
these scams work so you can protect yourself. 
 

Pension scam victims owed compensation 
 
Around £81.5m in compensation has been paid out to victims of 
pension scams – and thousands more could still be eligible for a 
payout. 
We explain how the compensation scheme works, who might 
qualify and how to spot the warning signs and avoid falling victim to 
a pension scam. 
 

What are screen-sharing scams? 
 
Santander’s latest app feature aims to protect customers from 
scams involving remote access or screen-sharing tools by blurring 
their screens when the software is detected. 
We look at what banks are doing to combat fraud and give you tips 
to stay safe from screen-sharing scams. 
 

Scam sharer tool 
 
There's an easy way to make us aware of scams directly with 
our scam sharer tool. Tell us your experiences of phishing emails, 
fake texts, cold calls and other types of fraud. 
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https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=c1fd86a102d6d636c38df2637fcd49c36d5d4b6237f70e173b0c60b38a6ac8bd05a83d7622d468d7a8c22512cf1a7c3acb9899b451eb396df884c3d6a93f4e3a
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rachel.mackay@careuk.com 

www.healthystart.nhs.uk 

mailto:rachel.mackay@careuk.com
https://www.healthystart.nhs.uk/
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"W" (Double-u) 

 (an abbreviated term for a win) 

Founded in 2020, W was 
created for winners and the 
winning mentality that we stand 
for.  Whatever you are winning 
at in life, whether that's in work, 
sport or your own business, we 
want to celebrate that!  

To us, having that winning 
mentality is giving everything 

you've got in the face of 
adversity. 

Join the Winners Circle!  

Peter Wilson - Director & Founder 

double-u.co.uk 
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https://www.double-u.co.uk/
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CSAdultSocialCare@birmingham.gov.uk 

CSAdultSocialCare@birmingham.gov.uk 

mailto:CSAdultSocialCare@birmingham.gov.uk
mailto:CSAdultSocialCare@birmingham.gov.uk
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nasar.mahmood@bsettlement.org.uk 

www.birminghamsettlement.org.uk 

 

mailto:nasar.mahmood@bsettlement.org.uk
https://www.birminghamsettlement.org.uk/
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www.birminghamsettlement.org.uk 

 

www.birminghamsettlement.org.uk 

https://www.birminghamsettlement.org.uk/
https://www.birminghamsettlement.org.uk/
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Donate now 
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https://buddybagfoundation.co.uk/
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SUTTON COLDFIELD JAZZ CLUB 

At Boldmere Sports & Social Club 

323, Boldmere Road, Sutton Coldfield 

                                 West Midlands B73 5HQ 
      

 

Every Wednesday night: 8pm to 10.30pm (Doors open 7pm) 

All Welcome-Pay at the Door (No Club Membership Fee) 

Live Jazz Bands, Bar, Parking, Dancing & Socialising 

We look forward to seeing you to be entertained  

for a great night out. 

For details of the Bands playing and entrance price, please 
see our Facebook Page as listed below:  

https:/

 SUTTON COLDFIELD ACOUSTIC  
GUITAR CLUB 

At The Legion Club, Rectory Road, Sutton Coldfield 
West Midlands B75 7AL  

     
The First Tuesday of every month: 8pm to 10.30pm 

(Doors open 7.30pm) 
All Welcome- Guitarists, Guitar singers, and Listeners. 

Pay at the Door (No Club Membership Fee) £3.00 entrance fee 
Live Music, Bar, Parking, & Socialising 

We look forward to seeing you to be entertained  
for a great night out. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For more details, please see our Facebook Page as listed below:  

https://www.facebook.com/The-Sutton-Coldfield-Acoustic-
Guitar-Club-109012558287876/ 

                      Or Contact: Sandra on 07932-395158 

  

Contact: Colin – 07966-745741   

Boldmere 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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https://scu3a.org.uk/ 

hope.bourton@englandnetball.co.uk 

https://scu3a.org.uk/
mailto:hope.bourton@englandnetball.co.uk
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www.suttonphoto.club 

www.Trinity-photography-group.com 

www.facebook.com/groups/TrinityPhotographicGroup/

https://www.suttonphoto.club/
http://www.Trinity-photography-group.com
http://www.facebook.com/groups/TrinityPhotographicGroup/
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www.suttoncoldfieldcreativestitchers.co.uk 

BIRMINGHAM COMPUTERS & 
COMPONENTS 

 
Professional supply and support for 

Business and Home in the Birmingham 
area. 

Check our web site for details of our 
services and products. We supply 

Desktops, Laptops – both new & high 
quality refurbished - Gaming 

Computers, Accessories, Web Design. 
 

0121 270 6180 
 

www.birminghamcomputershop.co.uk 
 

We look forward to being of service to you 

http://www.suttoncoldfieldcreativestitchers.co.uk/
https://birminghamcomputershop.co.uk/


 

We meet monthly second Tuesday 2.15 pm - All Saints Church Hall, Foley Rd East, 
Streetly  
B74 3EX. 
Next meeting - Tuesday 14th October - Demonstration with Richard Twistleton ' Age 
of Aquarius'. 
We are a friendly, enthusiastic Club and visitors are always very welcome - why not 
join us? 
Further details: Chris Reeves tel 0121 354 6264 

We had a good workshop this month with Margaret Rumens who was very 
informative. The object was to do a horizontal arrangement and we ended up with 
some lovely designs. 
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STREETLY FLOWER ARRANGERS’ CLUB 

See photos on next page 
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 The Sutton Coldfield Fuchsia Society & Gardening Guild. 

88 

At our September meeting we had something a little different. 

We welcomed Andy and Kate from a company called Urban 

Herbs, who told us not only about the amazing herbs they 

grow, but also about how their company started and the impact 

that COVID and lockdown had. Like many businesses, they 

had to revaluate how they sold their products and a mail order 

company was born. A few years down the line, they can be 

found at the major shows like the BBC Food show at the NEC, 

and have even featured on the TV with James Martin on 

Saturday Morning Kitchen!! 

In October we need to be thinking about protecting our plants 

over winter, so at our next meeting on October 9th, two of our 

more experienced members will be showing you how to 

prepare and protect your plants during the winter months. 

Whether you have a heated greenhouse or just a garden shed, 

many fuchsias are easy to overwinter, by following a few simple 

guidelines. By doing this, fuchsias can be amazing value for 

money, as your hanging basket can go from year to year, 

getting better with age!! 

So, if you fancy an evening out, please come along and join us. 

Come as a visitor for just £2! We meet at Banners Gate 

Community Church in Westwood Rd , B73 6UH on the second 

Thursday of each month, except for January. Doors open at 

7.30pm for an 8.00pm start, until 9.45 

If you would like any more information, please give Gail, our 

secretary a call on 07307857440, a very warm welcome awaits 

you. 

See photos on next page 
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More on next page 
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These ladies meet in the Botanico Café in House of Fraser every 
Wednesday at noon for a couple of hours of knitting, crocheting 
and other gentle sports.  Full instruction given to beginners. 
Go on, give it a try, you may enjoy it, at least you’ll learn 
something. 
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Email: s.summerfield@ageconcernbirmingham.org.uk 

mailto:s.summerfield@ageconcernbirmingham.org.uk
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Hope Food North Birmingham 
are currently looking for a new 
base in/around Sutton 
Coldfield.  We need it to store 

food and prepare food bags.  We would need 
access in the day and evening Monday to 
Friday.   We run 3 food banks weekly in 
Erdington, Falcon Lodge and Mere Green.   If 
anyone has any premises with vehicle access 
that they would think would suit us, please get 
in touch.  Thank you.  

T: 07869 822502   E: info@hopefood.org.uk 
 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO SUPPORT OUR 
WORK, PLEASE MAKE A DONATION USING 

THIS LINK. 
https://link.justgiving.com/v1/charity/donate/
charityId/3143929?
tipScheme=TipJar2.1&reference=givingcheckout_tj
21 

 
Hope Food – North Birmingham.  A charitable incorporated 

organisation registered in England.  Charity registration 
number 1195019. 

Registered office 407 Jockey Road, Sutton Coldfield B73 5XH 

mailto:info@hopefood.org.uk
https://link.justgiving.com/v1/charity/donate/charityId/3143929?tipScheme=TipJar2.1&reference=givingcheckout_tj21
https://link.justgiving.com/v1/charity/donate/charityId/3143929?tipScheme=TipJar2.1&reference=givingcheckout_tj21
https://link.justgiving.com/v1/charity/donate/charityId/3143929?tipScheme=TipJar2.1&reference=givingcheckout_tj21
https://link.justgiving.com/v1/charity/donate/charityId/3143929?tipScheme=TipJar2.1&reference=givingcheckout_tj21
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Age concern no longer have their: 
Our Trusted Tradesperson Scheme has 
the right trade, whatever you job. From 
builders to plumbers and electricians all of 
our tradespeople are vetted, DBS checked 
and working to current guidelines. 
 
But you could try the NO ROGUE TRADERS 
HERE scheme run by many councils, 
including Birmingham. 
 
No Rogue Traders Here works in partnership 
with Trading Standards to keep a list of 
traders across the West Midlands who have 
been interviewed and quality checked.  
 
Click here for the link that takes you through 
the Birmingham City Council website for 
additional confirmation. 

 
Contact number above if interested. 

Do you want your advert 
here, for free of charge. 

 
Email 

bgatepost@gmail.com 

https://noroguetradershere.com/
https://noroguetradershere.com/
https://noroguetradershere.com/
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/20108/trading_standards/1058/find_an_approved_trader


 

Discourage lawless individuals from breaking into your 
property with the modern security systems we provide for 
properties throughout Birmingham. Based in Great Barr, 
we are a small family-run business committed to 
providing state-of-the-art security systems which 
effectively protect your property from harm. Primarily 
serving domestic and commercial customers, we design, 
supply, install, commission, and service all security 
systems in full accordance and compliance with the latest 
British and European standards. From supplying high-
tech CCTV systems and Burglar Alarms to installing fob 
Access Control systems and Fire Alarms, we are the first 
choice when you want to increase your property’s 
security. To arrange a free, no-obligation consultation for 
any of the security systems we supply, please get in 
touch.   

Phone no. 0121 386 2639 
Email: info@cw-sec.co.uk  Website: www.cw-sec.co.uk 
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0121 323 4200 

 

Facebook: Only Rosie’s 
Instagram: onlyrosiescakes 

Email: rosie_p25@hotmail.co.uk 

www.healthystart.nhs.uk 

Erdington  Methodist Church, 

Station Road 

mailto:info@cw-sec.co.uk
http://www.cw-sec.co.uk/
mailto:Email:%20rosie_p25@hotmail.co.uk
https://www.healthystart.nhs.uk/
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Contact Michelle on 07933 986 869 
Monday - Friday 10am to 5pm 
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 luchubbard@hotmail.com 

  www.teachitright.com 

2022 

mailto:luchubbard@hotmail.com
mailto:www.teachitright.com
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Monday & Wednesday 
 

Blue Coats School Gym 
 

WS1 2ND 
 

Kids: 6.00pm—7.00pm 

Tuesday 
 

Mere Green 
 

Community Centre 
 

Adults & Juniors: 
 

7.00pm—8.30pm 

Wednesday 
 

Sutton Girls’ School 
 

(Dance Studio at the 
Back of the building) 

 
Adults & Juniors (12+): 

7.00pm—8.30pm 

Thursday 
 

All Saints’ Church Hall 
 

Kids: 6.00pm—7.00pm 
 

Adults: 7.00pm—8.30pm 

*Multi-style martial arts club welcome students of all ages and abilities* 
 

*Enthusiastic and  experienced instructors* 
 

*Four chances to grade a year for lower grades* 
 

*Local and national kickboxing and jujitsu competitions open to all students*  
 

Contact Gary on 07921 132 860 
 

or email: chong.fouroaks@gmail.com  

         *Established in the area for over 22 years* 

Mondays & Wednesdays 
Blue Coat C.E. Academy, Birmingham Street, Walsall WS1 2ND 

Kids  6.00pm  -  7.00pm 
Adults  7.00pm  -  8.30pm 

Pregnancy YogaLates 
Class 

Pregnancy YogaLates 
Class 

mailto:chong.fouroaks@gmail.com
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New Horizons Counselling Services.  

The Community Hall, Reay Nadin Drive, Sutton Coldfield.  

If you would like to know about our service ring the number above 

Or visit our web site www.newhorizonscounselling.org. 

WDC Service Solutions Ltd 
Complete Door Security and Access Solutions 

WDC can repair the following products: UPVC WINDOWS, 
HANDLES, HINGES, LOCKS, ROLLERS FOR PATIO DOORS, 

SECURITY, UPGRADES, REPAIRS TO UPVC DOORS, TIMBER 
DOOR REPAIRS, REPLACEMENT DOORS, GARAGE DOOR 

REPAIRS, REPAIR OR REPLACE, FAULTY CABLES, HANDLES 
AND LOCKS, REMOTE CONTROLS, REPLACEMENT FOBS, 

NEW GARAGE DOOR SYSTEMS, FREE QUOTATIONS. 
www.wdcservicesolutions.com  service@wdcservicesolutions.com 

sales@wdcservicesolutions.com  T: 0121 285 3222 
Unit 16 C, Maybrook Business Park, Maybrook Road,  

Minworth. B76 1AL 
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HATHA YOGA 
 

Banners Gate 
 

Community Hall, 
 

Thursdays 10.00 -11.00 a.m. 

Beginners class £5.50 per session 

Please call Tricia on 07954 403943.  

The Banners Gate Community Hall is 
available at various times during the week, 

including weekends. 
The hall is approx. 38’ x 21’  

(11.6m x 6.4m) 
The kitchen is approx. 11’ x 7’  

(3.4m x 2.2m) 
The Jarrett room is approx. 13’ x 8’  

(4m x 2.5m) 
The ladies has 2 cubicles and a nappy 

changing table.  There is a gents/disabled 
toilet. 

The building is step-free. 
For further booking information go to: 

www.bannersgatecommunityassociation.org 

Public Speaking for Absolute 
Beginners  

by Sally Jenkins 
Tips on constructing and presenting 

all types of speeches.  
Available on Amazon or direct from 

the author: 
sallysjenkins@btinternet.com   0121 

0777 333 9214 

Banners Gate Community  
Hall Coffee Mornings.  

The next is on 21st October 
and will be from 9.30 a.m. 
to noon - note new times. 

 

  

 

http://www.newhorizonscounselling.org
http://www.bannersgatecommunityassociation.org
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SWIMMING LESSONS 
for ages 4 and upwards: 

Wednesday & Friday Evenings 
Local Pools ~ All Abilities 

Badge Work ~ Qualified Instructors 
0121 353 6616 

www.swimminglessonsinsuttoncoldfield.co.uk 

Plastering internal & external 
specialist 
Includes: Dry lining  -  Plaster 
boarding  -  Artex re-skimming  -  
Replacement walls & ceilings  -  
Painting / Decorating  -  Carpentry 
 

Lee Nugent 
 

36 Banners Gate Road 
Sutton Coldfield  B73 6RX 

Office: 0121 354 5446 
Mobile: 07934 15 19 20 
Lee.nugent1@virginmedia.com 

           0 – 13 months 
    Baby Development Class 
 

Wednesdays 9.30, 11.00 and 12.30 
 

 

Music, singing, exercise, massage, signing, light 
shows, bubbles, bells, tickly feathers  and 

many more!!   For more details:  
 

Call Tracy Jones on 07753 82 56 22 
 

Email: suttoncoldfield@babysensory.co.uk 

www.rhythmcircle.co.uk 

HOME TUITION 
 

Key Stage Two SATs tuition:  
English comprehension, spelling, punctuation, and grammar.  

 

Spanish and French: leisure courses and 
exam preparation to GCSE and A-level.  

 

Tracy:  0780 329 3351 

 

Create the best party possible for your little ones 
Birthdays, Weddings, Christenings, Fetes, School Workshops, Plays and much more 

We can cater for anything including: Full Party Entertainment, Mascots, Soft Play, Bouncy Castles, Face 
Painting, 

and Pamper Parties    Facebook: Lucky Buntys Twitter: @LuckyBuntys 

206 Westwood Road B73 6UQ  0770 7006802 

mailto:Lee,nugent1@virginmedia.com
mailto:suttoncoldfield@babysensory.co.uk
http://www.rhythmcircle.co.uk
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 Lovelight crystals and healing gemstone 
jewellery available at Bert and Gerts!  

 

WWW.BERTANDGERTS.CO.UK 

 
Calebs Rainbows is the dream of 
Rosemary Ferrell a great grandmother 
with a passion for making beautiful dolls 
with a story. “Every doll is different”. 
Rosemary loves all things creative, be it 
sewing, knitting, drawing, or baking and 
she has, having been to college, 
decided to turn her hobby into a 
business as there is a demand for her 
products. 

https://bertandgerts.co.uk/


Banners Gate Community Church - Events 

 
Monday, Thursday, Friday - Baby Phonics 

Contact email: Jenna@robotreg.co.uk for times and availability  

 
Tuesday and Wednesday - Baby Sensory 

Contact Tracy at email: suttoncoldfield@babysensory.co.uk for times and 
availability 

 

 

Please visit our website at  

 

https://www.bannersgatechurch.com/ 

The Scout Hut  -  Coppice View Road  -  Sutton Coldfield  -  B73 6UE. 

Tai Chi Class 

Every Tuesday morning at 11.45 to 12.45. 

The cost is £5 per person. Everyone is welcome and all abilities  

are catered for in a relaxing and enjoyable environment. 

If anyone needs further details, please contact me on  

01543 480151 

 St Columba’s Church Hall 
 

Hall letting for St Columba’s Church.  
 

Weekday lettings are available for the large Church Hall which includes a  
well equipped kitchen.  

 

Entrance to the hall is step free and is suitable for wheel chair access 
throughout the premises. 

 
Male, Female and disabled toilet facilities  

 
All enquiries to Alison via email please.  

 
st.columbahall@yahoo.com 
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mailto:Jenna@robotreg.co.uk
mailto:suttoncoldfield@babysensory.co.uk
https://www.bannersgatechurch.com/
mailto:st.columbahall@yahoo.com


Bookings 

Banners Gate Community Hall  -  Coffee Mornings, third Tuesday of the month 

The next is on 21st October -  at 9.30 to noon, please note new times. 
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welcome          what’s on            hire our hall           view our hall             committee           contact           links 

As a community hall we are trying to create activities for the benefit of the 
community so if you have any ideas in that direction, please get in touch and 

share those ideas with us—no obligation. 
If you need any information please message on 07964 213 229 

https://www.bannersgatecommunityassociation.org/bg2/hallhire.php
https://www.bannersgatecommunityassociation.org/bg2/index.php
https://www.bannersgatecommunityassociation.org/bg2/whatson.php
https://www.bannersgatecommunityassociation.org/bg2/hallhire.php
https://www.bannersgatecommunityassociation.org/bg2/viewourhall.php
https://www.bannersgatecommunityassociation.org/bg2/contact.php
https://www.bannersgatecommunityassociation.org/bg2/links.php
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Useful telephone 
numbers 

  Sutton and Kingstanding 

Police: 101 

Good Hope: 424 2000 

Outpatients: 424 2000 

NHS Health helpline: 

Call 111 it’s 24/7 

Citizens Advice 

03444 111 444 

BANNERS GATE 
COUNSELLING CENTRE 

 

Accessible and Affordable 
Counselling to Adults in the 

Community.  The Upper Room 
St. Michael’s House 
198 Boldmere Road 

Sutton Coldfield 
Tel : 0121 354 6544 
For information or an 

appointment please ring after 
10 a.m. daily, except 

Wednesday 

Banners Gate 
Community hall 
Coffee Mornings 

The next is on 
16th September 

starting at 9.30a.m. 
until noon, please 
note new times. 

DAY/TIME ACTIVITY VENUE CONTACT TEL. 

Sun  (last) 10.30 –2.30 pm 
10.00 am 

10.30 am (fortnightly) 
11.00 am 

7.30—8.30pm 
 

Create at Gate with K & S 
Family Communion 
Sunday Gathering 
Chikara Karate Kai 
Soul Yoga –last Sunday 
 

Community Hall 
St. Columba's 
Banners Gate CC 
Scout Hall 
Community Hall 

Kathy Weston 
 
Nigel Willis 
Paul Murphy    07837 
Cath Hussey 

628 6651 
354 5873 
353 0230 
39 57 89 
 

Mon                           .                     
11.00 to  6.45pm 

 
7.30 – 9.00 pm                      

Sign Language Classes 
Sign Language Classes 
Sign Language Classes 
Line Dancing 

Community Hall 
Community Hall 
Community Hall 
Community Hall 

Shakila Kosar       07825 
Shakila Kosar       07825 
Shakila Kosar       07825 
Diane Pursall 

255042 
255042 
255042 
747 4659 

Tues                6.00—7.00         
  9.15 -  2.00pm.    

3rd Tues 9.15 - 12.00pm 
11.45am  - 12.45pm 

 6.30 – 9.00  
7.45 pm 

 

Soul Yoga 
Born to Spa, Baby Spa 
Coffee Morning 3rd Tuesdays 
Tai Chi 
Line Dancing 
Chikara Karate Kai 

Community Hall 
Community Hall 
Community Hall 
Scout Hut 
Community Hall 
St. Columba's 

 
Anna Madge      07833 
Dave Cockbill 
Neil  Rankine    07721 
Diane Pursall 
Paul Murphy       07837 

 
45 70 74 
 
67 09 13 
747 4659 
39 57 89 

Wed          9.30, 11.00 &12 
10.30 - 12.00 
6.30 — 7.30 

7.00 pm 

Baby Sensory 
Guide Dog Training 
Dance Fitness 
SlimmingWorld 

Banners Gate CC 
Community Hall 
Community Hall 
St Columba’s 

Tracy Jones     0775 
Madge Nightingale 
 
Karen                07759 

82 56 22 
360 0286  
 
17 02 89 

                                                       
Thurs      10.00—11.00 am 

7.30   on last Thursday  
6.30 – 9.45 pm 

(3rd of each month) 7.00 pm 
 

 
Yoga 
Neighbourhood Forum 
Zig Zag Dance Studio 
Townswomen's Guild 
 

 
Community Hall 
Community Hall 
St. Columba's  
Banners Gate CC 
 

  
Tricia                  07954 
Tony Willis 
 Warren               01902 
Janice Jones       07955 
 

 
40 39 43 
605 4947 
897 900 
65 59 10 
 

Fri               11.30  -  3.30                     
5.00—6.30pm 

7.00  -  8.00  pm       
 

 Sign language Classes 
Repertoire Dance Studio 
Sign Language Classes 
 

Community Hall 
Community Hall 
Community Hall 
 

Shakila Kosar       07825 
Chloe Lloyd          07729 
Shakila Kosar       07825 
                  

25 50 42 
47 79 46 
25 50 42 
 

Saturday            9—10am Soul Yoga Community Hall                            

Girlguiding gives girls and young women a voice.....has done so for 100 years.....be part of the next 100 
Could you spare 1½ hours a week to help with the St Columba’s Guide unit? Gain real satisfaction in volunteering and helping to ensure 

girls in Banners Gate aged 10 – 14 can continue to enjoy games, projects, badges and outings at Guides. 
There are also places available in both Brownie units in September for girls aged 7 or 8. 

For more information contact Carol Gardner on 350 7191. 
 

      Day/Time                   Activity                     Venue                       Contact                   Tel 
Mon 6.00 - 7.30pm    39th Brownies     St Columba's Hall                                          354 5873 
Tues 6.00 - 7.30pm   45th Brownies     St Columba's Hall           Carol Gardner        350 7191 
Thurs 5.00 - 6.00pm  39th Rainbows    St Columba's Hall                                          354 5873 

33rd Sutton Coldfield Scout Group,  
H.Q. Coppice View Road 

Monday    Beavers  5.30 p.m. – 6.45 p.m. ages 6 – 8 years 
      Scouts     7.00 p.m. – 9.00 p.m. ages 10 ½ – 14 years 
Tuesday    Beavers  5.40 p.m. – 6.40 p.m. ages 6 – 8 years 
      Cubs       7.00 p.m. – 8.30 p.m. ages 8 – 10 ½ years 
Thursday  Cubs       7.00 p.m. – 8.30 p.m. ages 8 – 10 ½ years 

Contact 0121 353 5203 
Email: margaretdrummond1@btinternet.com 

 
Thurs.  16th Oct.   Don't 

Fret - Guitarists 
Thurs. 20th November -  Christmas 
Past and Present - Mary Bodfish 

Our vibrant Guild meets on the 3rd 
Thursday of the month, 7.00 - 10.00 in 

the Westwood Hall,  
Banners Gate Community Church. 

Janice Jones 07955 65 59 10 

The 18th Sutton Coldfield West 
Scout Group and the 15th 
Sutton Coldfield West Scout 
Group have merged and are 
now named the 33rd  
Headquarters are at the Scout 
Hut, Coppice View Road.  
B73 6UE. 

 

 

St Columba’s 
Church 

Coffee Morning 

Every Friday of  
the month 

10.00  -  Noon 

All Welcome 

For details see website at www.stcolumbasbannersgate.co.uk www.bannersgatechurch.com

The Townswomen's Guild  Banners Gate Community Church 

 Westwood Road. B73 6UH 

We meet weekly on Sunday mornings from 

10.30am for fellowship, worship, prayer 

and learning together in an informal setting, 

with other gatherings throughout the week. 

To find out more visit our website at 

www.bannersgatechurch.com. 

UNIFORMED ORGANISATIONS: 
Scouts:  Margaret Drummond,  33rd GSL    
353 5203    Girlguiding: Carol Gardner, 
Vesey West District Commissioner  350 7191 

BOOKING SECRETARIES: 
Community Hall mobile:  075 65 54 68 21 
Banners Gate CC - Nigel Willis   07711 284562  
St. Columba's     -   Alison Jolley st.columbahall@yahoo.com 
Scout Hall           -   A & R Talliss  353 8166 

http://www.stcolumbasbannersgate.co.uk
http://www.bannersgatechurch.com
http://www.bannersgatechurch.com/
mailto:st.columbahall@yahoo.com

