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See next page 
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It is time to use the magnifying icons at the bottom right of the screen. 
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Continued on next page... 

BOOK NOW 

mailto:rachel.mackay@careuk.com
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REGISTER YOUR INTEREST 

mailto:rachel.mackay@careuk.com
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Would you like your  

free advertisement 

here 
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bootiquefitness66@gmail.com 

classeswithgem@outlook.com 
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www.scurc.org.uk 
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http://www.scurc.org.uk


SignVideo BSL interpreting service for deaf people 
Read about how you can use SignVideo BSL interpreting service for deaf people to 
contact Birmingham City Council. 

Contact Birmingham City Council using SignVideo BSL interpreting service for deaf 
people 

 

Next Generation Text 
If you have a speech impairment, are deaf or hard of hearing you can contact 
Birmingham City Council by Next Generation Text (also known as Text 
Relay and TypeTalk). 

Dial 18001 before the full national phone number. 

Council service Contact number 

Adults social care 0121 303 1234 

Adults Out of Hours Home Care Service 0121 464 5001 

Anti social behaviour 0121 303 1111 

Benefits (includes Housing Benefit/Council Tax Support)                                                                                                                              

Cemeteries (out of hours emergencies only) 0121 464 8728 

Child protection - concerned about a child? 0121 303 1888 

Council tax 0121 303 1113 

Domestic violence 0121 303 0368 or 0121 303 0369 

Emergency duty team 0121 675 4806 

Environmental health 0121 303 6007 

Highways/Flooding/Transportation (out of hours only) 0121 303 4149 

Homelessness 0121 303 7410 

Housing repairs 0121 216 3330 

Parks emergencies 0121 464 8728 

Planning 0121 303 1115 

Pollution of brooks and streams or report an environmental 0800 807060 

Register office 0121 675 1000 

Rubbish (Waste and Recycling) 0121 303 1112 

School admissions and pupil placements 0121 303 1888 

Switchboard 0121 303 9944 

Transportation emergencies 0121 303 4149 

Useful Birmingham City Council phone numbers 
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Admiral Nurse Service Useful Contacts for Carers/Dementia: Birmingham 

Age Concern 0121 362 3650 

Information, advice, support, day care, community hubs & cafes https://
ageconcernbirmingham.org.uk/ info@ageconcernbirmingham.org.uk 

Age UK 0121 437 0033 

Information, advice, support, memory café, Carers Hub, local and national guides www.ageuk.org.uk/
birmingham/ contactus@ageukbirmingham.org.uk 

Admiral Nurse Service 0121 301 5830 

Information advice & support in caring or supporting a person with dementia, groups, talks https://
www.bsmhft.nhs.uk/our-services/services-a-to-z/ bsmhft.admiralnursingservice@nhs.net 

Alzheimer’s Society/Dementia Connect 0333 150 3456 

Information, advice, literature on all aspects of caring, Cafes, Carer Support, Singing for the Brain 
www.alzheimers.org.uk dementiasupport@alzheimers.org.uk 

BSMHFT Customer Relations/PALS 0800 953 0045 Text: 07985 883509 
Advice, support, information on NHS and social services, put you in touch with other sources of 
help https://www.bsmhft.nhs.uk/service-users-and-carers/customer-relations/pals/ 

bsmhft.customerrelations@nhs.net 

Birmingham Healthy Minds 0121 301 2525 

Free psychological therapies service for people who are feeling anxious, low in mood or depressed http://
www.bsmhft.nhs.uk/our-services/birmingham-healthy-minds/ bsmhft.bhm@nhs.net 

Citizen’s Advice Bureau (Birmingham) 08082787990 (local) or 0800 144 8848 Free, independent, confi-
dential & impartial advice on rights, responsibilities, benefits https://www.bcabs.org.uk/  enquir-
ies@bcabs.cabnet.org.uk 

Birmingham Carers HUB (ran by Forward Carers) 0333 006 9711 

Support, info, advice, financial/welfare benefit advice, carers assessments, groups, befriending 
https://birminghamcarershub.org.uk/about-us/ info@birminghamcarershub.org.uk 

Birmingham Irish Association 0121 604 6111 

www.birminghamirish.org.uk/ http://www.birminghamirish.org.uk/contact-us 

CERS (Carer Emergency Response Service) 0121 
442 2960 Free emergency back up service to provide sup-
port to carers 

https://birminghamcarershub.org.uk/carer-support/back-up-emergency-care/ info@cers.org.uk 

Mental Health: Urgent Help 0121 262 3555 or 0800 915 9292 

24 hour 7 days a week advise, information & support whether you have used services before or 
not https://www.bsmhft.nhs.uk/service-users-and-carers/how-to-get-urgent-mental-health-help/ 

Samaritans (also have local branch) 116 123 (free to call) 

Offer safe place for you to talk any time you like, in your own way about whatever’s getting to you http://
www.samaritans.org/ jo@samaritans.org 

Social Care and Health 0121 303 1234 

Social care, community services, day care, respite, long term care, occupational therapy, safeguarding 
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/health-social-care acap@birmingham.gov.uk 

Social care, education, family services, info, advice: www.mycareinbirmingham.co.uk 

The Waiting Room  https://the-waitingroom.org/
contact/ Information about health and social care https://the-waitingroom.org/ 
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Alzheimer’s Research Trust 0300 111 
5555 Research into dementia, information about dementia 

http://www.alzheimersresearchuk.org enquiries@alzheimersresearchuk.org 

Dementia Explained 

Info for children about dementia https://kids.alzheimersresearchuk.org/ 
CQC: (Care Quality Commission) 03000 616161 

Inspection reports, search for care& care homes, concerns about care services/providers http://
www.cqc.org.uk/ enquiries@cqc.org.uk 

Carers UK 

Help, advise and support for Carers https://www.carersuk.org/ 

Dementia UK (Admiral Nurses) 0800 888 6678 Admiral Nurse Helpline Open Mon – Fri 9 am – 9pm, Sat 
& Sun 9 am – 5 pm, Bank holidays 9 am – 5 pm except 25 Dec Support for families facing dementia, infor-
mation about dementia, caring, information guides https://www.dementiauk.org/  help-
line@dementiauk.org 

Dementia Carers Count/Virtual Carers Centre  https://
dementiacarers.org.uk/ Free online Resources/Courses https://
dementiacarers.org.uk/vcc/ 

Safe and Well Visit (West Midlands Fire Service) 0800 389 5525 

Free home fire/safety check, tips, advise on reducing risks carried out by operational fire fighters https://
www.wmfs.net/our-services/safe-and-well/ homesafety.centre@wmfs.net 

Independent Age 0800 319 6789 (free helpline) Advise, support, information guides around variety of 
topics for over older people https://www.independentage.org/  advice@independentage.org 

MIND (Birmingham) 0121 262 3555 
Mental Health information/advise, support Mental Health & Wellbeing 
Hubs 

https://birminghammind.org/ help@birminghammind.org 

NHS 111 service 111 (free from landlines and mobiles) Helps 
people get the right advice and treatment when they urgently need it https://www.england.nhs.uk/
ourwork/pe/nhs-111/ 

Healthcare at Home 0808 239 
0591 Eye and Hearing Tests at Home 

https://www.outsideclinic.co.uk/ info@outsideclinic.com 

Please note other local & high street retailers may also provide these services so please check 
this and any cost first 

The Silverline (Run by Age UK) 0800 4 70 80 90 (24 hours a day) Confidential helpline, 
groups, resources, friendship, conversation and support to those over 55 https://
www.thesilverline.org.uk/ info@thesilverline.org.uk 

Turn2us – benefits calculator, charitable grants & support https://www.turn2us.org.uk 

Admiral Nurse Service Useful Contacts for Carers/Dementia: Birmingham 

National and other Organisations 
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We collect, donate and sell pre-loved care equipment to enhance people’s quality of 

life, support care workers and older people in need with grants and community groups 

and leave a better planet for future generations. 

 

One of the ways we support our local community of Lichfield is by holding monthly tea 

Grace Cares 

We collect, donate and sell pre-loved care equipment to enhance people’s quality of life, support care workers and older 

people in need with grants and community groups and leave a better planet for future generations. 

One of the ways we support our local community of Lichfield is by holding monthly tea parties for the over 75’s which 

provide vital, life-enhancing social connections for older people at a time in their lives when  their social circles are 

diminishing. 
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The following advertisements may benefit 

you, or people you know.  

https://grace-cares.com/shop/
https://grace-cares.com/grants/
https://grace-cares.com/donate/
https://grace-cares.com/
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mailto:amy.millichope@suttoncoldfieldtowncouncil.gov.uk


27 

amy.millichope@birmingham.gov.uk 
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Carers Hub : 

 ‘’Caring for a family member or friend? 

 If you support someone in Birmingham who needs your help due to a disability, 

serious illness, frailty or addiction, we’re here to help you. Whatever your 

unpaid caring role, you’ve come to the right place. Age Concern Birmingham 

are part of a partnership of local not-for-profits who have come together as 

Birmingham Carers Hub to provide a wide range of free support to help you in 

your caring role. 

 What do we do? 

 Birmingham Carers Hub delivers support and services for unpaid Carers in 

Birmingham. If the individual receiving care resides outside of Birmingham, we 

will provide links to the appropriate local government. 

 You can get help even if you only provide a few hours of care every week, and 

you do not have to be receiving carer benefits. 
Continued on next page... 
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 We provide guidance and assistance to unpaid carers who are 

registered with Birmingham Carers Hub and we follow them on their 

caring journey continuously offering help and support. Birmingham 

Carers Hub can offer support with: 

• • Statutory Carers Assessments – available if you care for 

someone 18 years old or over and the cared for live and pay 

council tax or receive council tax benefit from Birmingham City 

Council. 

• Follow up reviews 4-6 monthly

• • Signposting and referrals to other services to support your 

caring role. 

• • Attending carer support groups which offer a wide range of 

different stimulating activities or therapy to suit everyone’s needs. 

This includes walking groups, pottery groups, coffee mornings 

and more. 

 Visit us at www.birminghamcarershub.org.uk to look at the 

comprehensive services and support on offer for unpaid carers in 

Birmingham from us and our partner organisations. 

 Registering with us as a carer or referring a carer is quick and simple. 

Additionally the website has: 

• • Cost of Living support which will give you an indication of any 

entitlement which you can then apply for via DWP 

• • The is also an online daily chat/activity that is available to carers 
across the city, where you can join to suit yourself called Kissing it 
Better https://kissingitbetter.co.uk/ 

• • Information on the Social Enterprise Bridgit Care that provides 
access to online support for anyone who assists a friend, 
neighbour or relative https://bridgit.care/ The Birmingham Carers 
Hub partnership is managed by Forward Carers CIC and funded 
by Birmingham City Council, and Birmingham and Solihull 
Integrated Care Board who are integrated with the Birmingham 
Children’s Trust. 

 Please contact the team on 03330 069711 or 

Email: info@birminghamcarershub.org.uk’’ 

...continued from last page 

http://www.birminghamcarershub.org.uk/
https://kissingitbetter.co.uk/
https://bridgit.care/
mailto:info@birminghamcarershub.org.uk
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Dementia Carers Hub: 

 ‘’Age Concern Birmingham’s qualified Dementia Advisors, provide specialist one to-one support, Wellbeing support, 

Carer’s Assessments, referral to groups & workshops including information & advice. 

 You will also receive a FREE Carers card from the point of registration and throughout your caring journey. 

 You will benefit from: 

• An allocated advisor 

• Assistance with obtaining Power of Attorney and will advise on Advocacy services including support with Social Ser-

vices, GP’s, Memory Assessment Teams, District Nurses, Occupational Health Therapy etc 

• Support with respite care, care homes and care agencies 

• Ongoing health and wellbeing checks • Support and information to access dementia clinics 

• Referrals to the Bereavement Service 

• Specialist advice and information on explaining dementia, behaviour, infection control, eating and drinking and end of 

life care 

• Statutory and Enhanced Carer’s Assessment, to help establish what support is required 

 For information, help and advice, call 0333 006 9711 and ask to speak to one of our Specialist Dementia Carer Advisors, 

or email: dementiacarers@ birminghamcarershub.org.uk’’ 

http://birminghamcarershub.org.uk/
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Hi all, 

Here are a couple of 

really nice shots 

taken on my fifth 

visit to Austria. 

Almost all of the 

standard gauge 

steam had now 

finished in the 

country and so I 

was now 

concentrating here 

on the Garsten 

narrow gauge line 

which would almost 

certainly be closed 

by the OBB 

Austrian state 

railway, which it 

eventually was. But 

the section between 

Styer and Grunburg 

has now become a 

17 km steam 

operated museum 

railway. 

298-53 by the river 

Styer soon after 

leaving 

Haunoldmuhl with the 14.57 Garsten to Molln. Tuesday 11th July 1978. 

298-56 after following the banks of the river Styer from Garsten to Haunoldmuhl 

the railway climbs high above the river to Leostein which is where 298-56 is 

approaching with the 14.57 from Garsten to Molln. 

Wednesday 12th July 1978. 

Regards 

Ledg. 



 
Hi all, 

An age old daily occurrence on the railways during steam days, taking 

water, OK on a nice day like here but not so much fun on a bitter cold 

day in the winter or any time really when the rain was lashing down and 

the wind was blowing, being on the back of a tender, waiting for the tank 

to fill in those conditions was no joke. Your hands became numb with 

cold holding down a thick wet leather bag trying to keep it in place.  

The fireman of 4277 a Great Western 2-8-0 looks the part. They are at 

Pickering on the North Yorkshire Moors Railway and will return to 

Grosmont once rejoined with its train. Most of these engines spent their 

lives in South Wales hauling coal from the pits in the valleys to the docks 

at Newport, Cardiff, Barry and Swansea as well as the steel works in the 

area. They were powerful beasties. 

June 1997.  

Regards 

Ledg. 
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Hi all, 

Still cleaning up my Black and White photographs and have 

now arrived In China and thought you might like this one 

taken at Shenyang up in the northeast of the country. This is 

one of a number of railway yards in the city. This is one of the 

many QJ. class 2-10-2s number 137, one of the early models, 

we were to see numbers in the 6000 series being built at 

Datong works, that was the size of the fleet at this date, they 

could haul huge weights and did any work thrown at them.  

On the next road is QJ 141.The train leaving is destined for 

Harbin on this very busy main line. Two men can be seen 

servicing the lights on the overhead gantry on what was a 

bitterly cold day, it was bad enough for use waiting on a 

bridge but must have been even worse up there. 

25th March 1983. 

Regards 

Ledg. 
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On the corner opposite CEX in The Parade 

Opposite CEX on the corner. 
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We are a group of crafters who meet in House of Fraser's Caffè Botanico every 
Wednesday. We're a very friendly and supportive group and always welcome new 
people.  A casual group with varied skills and skill levels.  Bring along a craft or just 
drop in for a chat and a coffee. Wednesdays 12-2pm. 



Here is a new class starting at St. Columba's Church.  For details please call 07940547492 or go to 

www.loveforbabies.co.uk or email becky@loveforbabies.co.uk 
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See next page 
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alzheimers.org.uk/get-support 

enquires@alzheimers.org.uk 

https://www.alzheimers.org.uk/get-support
mailto:enquires@alzheimers.org.uk
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HANDBOOK: 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100086596932293 

https://birmingham.connecttosupport.org/ 
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For live links go HERE 

1 / 6 

https://bannersgateneighbourhoodforum.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/jan-26-sutton-coldfield-nns-newsletter.pdf
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https://www.calameo.com/read/000675467e8ca2443dd9b 

https://suttoncoldfieldnns.blogspot.com/ 

nns@ageconcernbirmingham.org.uk 
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highburytheatre.co.uk/ 

https://highburytheatre.co.uk/
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          enquiries@suttoncoldfieldtownhall.com 

What’s On: suttoncoldfieldtownhall.com/events/ 

https://suttoncoldfieldtownhall.com/events/  

mailto:enquiries@suttoncoldfieldtownhall.com
https://suttoncoldfieldtownhall.com/events/
https://suttoncoldfieldtownhall.com/events/
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DO YOU KNOW THAT FOR EACH PRODUCTION WE DO IT TAKES A MINIMUM OF 

15 VOLUNTEERS PER NIGHT… AND THAT DOESN’T INCLUDE THE ACTORS! 

Acting, Directing, Musical Theatre, Backstage, Stage Management, Props, Set Building, Maintenance, Bar, Box Office, Coffee/Programme Selling, Sweets, Costume & 

Dressmaking, Front of House, Fundraising, Publicity, Lighting, Sound 

IF YOU ARE A MEMBER AND ARE INTERSTED IN HELPING US WITH ANY OF THE ABOVE PLEASE LET US KNOW.  

BOX OFFICE 0121 355 5355 
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Popular       Musicals     Plays        Concerts       Comedy 
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For What’s On at the Alex, please click here. 

https://seatplan.com/birmingham/
https://seatplan.com/birmingham/whats-on/musicals/
https://seatplan.com/birmingham/whats-on/plays/
https://seatplan.com/birmingham/whats-on/concerts/
https://seatplan.com/birmingham/whats-on/comedy/
https://www.theatresonline.com/theatres/birmingham-theatres/new-alexandra-theatre-birmingham


 

WHAT’S ON CINEMA SUPPORT US GET INVOLVED ABOUT US COVID-19 ACCESSIBILITY 
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58 

https://www.lichfieldgarrick.com/whats-on/
https://www.lichfieldgarrick.com/cinema/
https://www.lichfieldgarrick.com/support-us/support-the-lichfield-garrick-theatre/
https://www.lichfieldgarrick.com/get-involved/
https://www.lichfieldgarrick.com/about-us/
https://www.lichfieldgarrick.com/covid-19/
https://www.lichfieldgarrick.com/about-us/accessibility/


58 

 

WHAT’S ON CINEMA SUPPORT US GET INVOLVED ABOUT US COVID-19 ACCESSIBILITY 
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Will indifference to the Other get the 

better of us? With its incisive dance, artist Alexandra ‘Spicey’ Landé challenges our perceptions, 

judgements, and the consequences of our choices. In the strange possibility of our own self-destruction, 

the performance reminds us of our luminous capacity for resistance and resilience. 

There will be a 20 minute post show talk. 

Part of THIS IS DANCE, an international dance season in Birmingham, presented in partnership with 
Birmingham Hippodrome, Birmingham Rep, FABRIC, Fierce Festival, Midlands Arts Centre and Sampad 

Arts – find out more. 

MÁM is international dance-theatre at its finest. Described as ‘90 minutes of ritualised ecstasy’ by The 

Irish Times, this visionary piece playfully and provocatively takes you on an otherworldly journey 

steeped in the landscape and culture of West Kerry in Ireland. 

MÁM sees 12 fearless dancers summon a whirlwind of myth and magic, moved by the collaborative 

music making of virtuoso Irish traditional concertina player Cormac Begley and European classical 

contemporary collective s t a r g a z e, performed live on stage. 

Nominated for an Olivier Award, MÁM has enjoyed sell-out performances at Sadler’s Wells, London 
and across Festivals world-wide. This rapturous production now embarks on its debut UK tour 
for Dance Consortium. 

Applications are now open for the National Theatre’s annual Drama Teacher Conference, coming to 

Birmingham Hippodrome on Monday 16 and Tuesday 17 February 2026. 

Across two days of exciting panel talks and workshops, enhance your skills and 
learn from leading industry professionals such as: Graeae Theatre Company, Gecko Theatre, Shakespeare 
North, Indhu Rubasingham (Director and Co-Chief Executive at the National Theatre) and many more. 

Key Information: 
Tickets cost £100 for one day, with an offer of £150 for two days 
Please note, applications are processed in the order that we receive them, with priority applied to certain 
schools where possible. 
A limited number of bursaries are available for eligible schools, please see application form for further details. 

The Ladies Of Laughter are back, flexing their female funny muscles especially for you! 

This hit tour returns for a night made for everybody (whatever your pronoun) so round up your friends & family and join us 
for a guaranteed night of hilarity! 

Acts include: 

• Maureen Younger (Sky TV, BBC/HBO) 

• Ola Labib (Comedy Central, BBC, CH4) 

• Esther Manito (BBC Live At The Apollo, The Stand Up Sketch Show) 

• Samira Banks (SYTYF Winner) 
Shalaka Kurup (King Gong) 
These kick ass comics are certain to leave you in stitches. So leave your worries at the door & join the Ladies Of Laughter 
for a night you won’t forget. 

We pride ourselves on championing comedians who appeal to comedy lovers of all backgrounds – so book up now and 
reserve your seats for a good ol’ gigglefest!  
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For What’s On at Birmingham Hippodrome please click here.   

Birmingham Royal Ballet’s Director Carlos Acosta promises entertainment for all ages 

when he brings an explosion of Spanish sunshine, spectacular dance and vivacious 

comedy to stages across England. 

In this production created especially for Birmingham Royal Ballet, Don Quixote introduces 

us to Cervantes’ famous knight himself, lovers Kitri and Basilio, and a host of supporting 

characters. As the Don sets out on a quest to track down his true love, with his loyal 

friend and servant Sancho Panza at his side, he finds himself embroiled in an unlikely 

adventure of love and dreams. 

Join us for the first UK revival of Acosta’s sparkling 21st-century production of this 19th-
century masterpiece. 

Birmingham’s Chinese New Year Celebrations will take place 

Sun 22 Feb to welcome the Year of the Horse. 

Chinese New Year Festival shines a spotlight on the fantastic 

talent within our region and promises to wow audiences with 

both traditional and modern music, dance and 

theatre  performances. 

It’s a time to wish each other Happy New Year, Xin Nian Kuai 

Le (in Mandarin) or Sun Nin Faai Lok (in Cantonese). 

When 16-year-old Percy Jackson discovers that he is the half-blood son of the Greek God, Poseidon, his life takes a dramatic turn as he 

is plunged into a world much bigger than he could possibly have imagined. 

With newly-discovered powers he can’t control, a destiny he doesn’t want and a whole mythology textbook’s worth of mythical monsters 

on his tail, Percy must learn what it means to be a hero. 

The future of the world hangs in the balance as Percy and his friends embark on an epic adventure that will have you on the edge of your 

seat. 

Over the past 20 years, Percy Jackson has become a worldwide phenomenon. First there was the best-selling series of books, then two 

incredible films and a Disney TV series. Now the adventures of Percy Jackson will burst onto the stage at Birmingham Hippodrome. It’s 

the perfect adventure for gods and mortals of all ages with a gripping story that shows that ‘normal’ really is a myth! 

RuPaul’s Drag Race UK champion Danny Beard joins the cast as Mr D. With a dazzling track record, Danny is set to bring his signature 
charisma, powerful vocals, and stage presence to the mythical world of Camp Half-Blood as the delightfully grumpy god of wine, Mr. D. 

https://fabric.dance/this-is-dance/
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/hOE2Cg7XEH1E0WHNfPC4lUJ6?domain=graeae.org/
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/1OwaCjAJKH4o5JFRhRCmGy0n?domain=geckotheatre.com/
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/DORTCk6MLHy2W0UQiRCGT8kh?domain=shakespearenorthplayhouse.co.uk/
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/DORTCk6MLHy2W0UQiRCGT8kh?domain=shakespearenorthplayhouse.co.uk/
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/ZG28Cl86gHwRnKtqs8CzNGKq?domain=nationaltheatre.org.uk/
https://www.birminghamhippodrome.com/whats-on/
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WORLD PREMIERE – PRIOR TO 

WEST END 

London, 1995. Two of the country’s 

biggest bands release singles on the 

same day, commencing the battle of 

Britpop. On one side, clean-cut, art-

school intellectuals from the South. On 

the other: raw and unapologetic lads 

from the North. Rivalries flare, 

friendships fracture and at the centre 

of it all a mania that would define an 

era – were you Blur or Oasis? 

From the chaos of the Brit Awards to 

the infamous chart war, The Battle is 

a wickedly funny dive into one of the 

greatest rivalries in rock history. 

Featuring legendary personalities and 

unforgettable clashes, it was never just 

about the music, but power, pride, and 

uncontrollable competitiveness. 

Expect filthy language and razor-sharp 

dialogue in this cut-throat new comedy 

that puts you right at the heart of the 

feuding, the fame, and the fallout. 

Get ready to roll with it. 

Starring Mathew Horne (Gavin and 
Stacey) as the music industry 
executive who kicked off the race to 
No 1. between the two bands. 

Please note this is a fictionalised 
account of one of the biggest chart 
battles in Rock and Roll history, based 
on research and interviews, it features 
characters inspired by some very real-
life individuals, and some composite 
characters and conversations entirely 
imagined by the writer. 

“Why love, if losing hurts 

so much?” 

Sephy and Callum sit together 

on a beach. They are in love. 

It is forbidden. 

Sephy is a Cross and Callum 

is a Nought. Between 

Noughts and Crosses there 

are racial and social divides. 

A segregated society teeters 

on a volatile knife edge.  As 

violence breaks out, Sephy 

and Callum draw closer, but 

this is a romance that will lead 

them into terrible danger. 

This gripping Romeo and 

Juliet story by acclaimed 

writer Malorie Blackman is a 

captivating drama of love, 

revolution and what it means 

to grow up in a divided world. 

 Finalist for Best Show for 

Children and Young People 

at the UK Theatre Awards. 

  

Reviews from the original 

production 

★★★★ The Observer 

★★★★ The Stage 

Journey from the sun-drenched 

shores of Jamaica to the cold, 

grey streets of 1940s London in 

Small Island, a powerful and 

intimate portrayal of Andrea 

Levy’s multi award-winning novel, 

adapted for the stage by Helen 

Edmundson. Directed 

by Matthew Xia, this bold staging 

offers a fresh perspective on a 

world shaped by empire and 

entitlement, caught between 

belonging and unbelonging, 

disappointment and hope. 

Four unforgettable characters 

bring this Windrush story to life: 

Hortense and Gilbert, determined 

Jamaican migrants in search of 

belonging and respect; Queenie, 

an Englishwoman who defies 

convention; and Bernard, her 

husband, struggling with change. 

Together, they discover love 

across culture, colour and class – 

and the fragile hope of a shared 

future. 

Spanning decades and 
continents, this brand-new 
production draws on the joyful 
rhythms of calypso and the harsh 
realities of post-war Britain to 

explore the emotional truth of our 
collective history, brought vividly 
to life through music, striking 
visuals and a compelling story 
you will never forget. 
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www.ageukbirmingham.org.uk 

www.ageuksandwell.org.uk 

https://www.ageuk.org.uk/birmingham/
https://www.ageuk.org.uk/sandwell/
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info@ageukbirmingham.org.uk 

www.ageukbirmingham.org.uk 

info@ageuksandwell.org.uk 

www.ageuksandwell.org.uk 

mailto:info@ageukbirmingham.org.uk
http://www.ageukbirmingham.org.uk
mailto:info@ageuksandwell.org.uk
http://www.ageuksandwell.org.uk
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www.ageuk.org.uk/services/information-

advice/guides-and-factsheets/ 

http://www.ageuk.org.uk/services/information-advice/guides-and-factsheets/
http://www.ageuk.org.uk/services/information-advice/guides-and-factsheets/
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dementiacarerhub@ageukbirmingham.org.uk 

www.ageukbirmingham.org.uk 

66 

mailto:dementiacarerhub@ageukbirmingham.org.uk
https://www.ageuk.org.uk/birmingham/
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Tuesdays:  United Reformed Church, 1, Brassington Avenue, Sutton Coldfield, B73 6AA 

AM session: 9:30 –12pm; PM session: 12:30pm- 2pm  

https://birmingham.connecttosupport.org/

occupational-therapy/occupational-therapy-

clinics-in-the-community/ 
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https://birmingham.connecttosupport.org/occupational-therapy/occupational-therapy-clinics-in-the-community/
https://birmingham.connecttosupport.org/occupational-therapy/occupational-therapy-clinics-in-the-community/
https://birmingham.connecttosupport.org/occupational-therapy/occupational-therapy-clinics-in-the-community/
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rachel.mackay@careuk.com 

mailto:rachel.mackay@careuk.com
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Classes on: 

Hall, 
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To see the cats and kittens currently needing new homes and how the 'direct re-
homing scheme' works, see the link to the direct rehoming page of the Cats Pro-
tection website:  https://www.cats.org.uk/northbirmingham/adopt-a-cat/adopt-via-
our-direct-homing-scheme 

https://www.cats.org.uk/northbirmingham/adopt-a-cat/adopt-via-our-direct-homing-scheme
https://www.cats.org.uk/northbirmingham/adopt-a-cat/adopt-via-our-direct-homing-scheme
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Cats Protection North Birmingham has a new look - 
locally and nationally!  

  
National news is that CP has rebranded into pink and purple, but 
of course its ‘true colours’ will never change – nationally or 
locally - the charity will continue to do all it can for cats and 
kittens. 
  
Nicole Evans, North Birmingham Branch Coordinator, is 
delighted. “We love the new-look - already it's featured in CPs 
Winter Campaign highlighting the support offered by Lifelines - a 
temporary fostering service for those fleeing domestic abuse. It 
will be appearing on our website and social media pages 
throughout 2024 and beyond. With tne new look, we hope to 
bring the work we do to a much wider audience".  
  
The CP media team confirm what’s new and why. “We’ve moved 
to a more eye-catching and modern look to reach new 
audiences, raise more money and increase our impact to help 
more cats.” 
  
*Anyone considering volunteering for CP can call in to the Cats 
Protection charity shop on Erdington High Street, meet the 
team, and express an interest. There are lots of other roles too, 
like fostering and fund-raising.  
  
Direct rehoming – helping owners, potential adopters – and 
cats 
  
CPs direct rehoming scheme is benefitting from the new look too 
- courtesy of a new volunteer - Ellen - who has all the skills to 
cope with the demands of the role. Sadly, more owners than 
ever are contacting CP for help in rehoming their cats for a 
variety of reasons - several associated with the cost of living 
crisis. So anyone keen to adopt a needy cat should take a look 
at the Directs page on the North Birmingham Cats Protection 
website.  
  
** The scheme connects cats in need of a new home with 
potential adopters with no adoption fee involved **  
  
  
Sheila Pennell 
sheilapennell@talktalk.net 
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mailto:sheilapennell@talktalk.net
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Team Cat Rescue has lots of cats and kittens looking 
for their forever homes. Owners often have to give 

them up for a variety of reasons - usually a change of 
circumstances meaning they can no longer care for 
their beloved pet. And some come into care because 

they are found wandering and abandoned. 
If you are not ready to adopt, how about fostering? Or 
helping Team Cat Rescue with driving or fund-raising? 
If so, contact Coordinator Lynne of Team Cat Rescue 

on 0121 373 4596.  
** Team Cat Rescue is local and well-established in 

North Birmingham - and have been helping rescue and 
rehome cats and kittens for 25 years **  

 



 

78 

OLIOex.com/get-involved 

https://olioapp.com/en/
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gap.huboffice@gmail.com 
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nns@ageconcernbirmingham.org.uk 

mailto:gap.huboffice@gmail.com
mailto:nns@ageconcernbirmingham.org.uk
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Banners Gaters clearing fallen leaves near Longmoor Pool. 
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Banners Gaters meet every Monday at 11am in the 
car park at Banners Gate entrance to Sutton Park. 

We no longer have a ranger with us and are limited 
by regulations to what we can do, but are trying to 
get permission to use domestic power tools. 

We need more helpers, contact Gill on 
thechants@btinternet.com if you’d like to join us, or 
call the editor on 0121 605 4947 
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mailto:thechants@btinternet.com
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7.00, 

www.suttoncoldfieldcreativestitchers.co.uk  

 

  

http://www.suttoncoldfieldcreativestitchers.co.uk
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We now have new benches in Perry Park. 

The ones shown here are around the lake.  
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Our last litter pick, 16 bags plus one plastic reindeer, 

collected by 10 volunteers.  
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6 7 

5 

6 7 

The new kids play area intended for children up to 12 

years.  Photo taken on the first Sunday after it had been 

declared open.  There were approximately 200 chil-

dren and parents in the play area on a sunny Sunday in 

March.  It has taken FOPPs 3 years to get this play park 

reinstated.  So it was encouraging to see it in use. 
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Contact us for 

more  



nsparrow@wcg.ac.u

wcg.ac.u info@wcg.ac.uk 
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mailto:nsparrow@wcg.ac.uk
https://wcg.ac.uk/
mailto:info@wcg.ac.uk


Banners Gate Neighbourhood Forum Meetings 

There will be a meeting of the Banners Gate Neighbourhood 

Forum four times a year instead of six times.  The first meeting 

of the New Year will be on Thursday 29th January  at 7.30 p.m., the next is April 30th., 

then July 30th., then October 29th.  Hot drinks and biscuits will be provided.  Come 

and tell us of any problems you have with the area and we will try to get them fixed. 

If you need any more information please call 0121 605 4947 or 07976 550 420 

91 

As a community hall we are trying to create activities for the benefit of 

the community so if you have any ideas in that direction, please get in 

touch and share those ideas with us—no obligation. 

If you need any information please message on 07964 213 229 


