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Rob Pocock:  MORE CASH 
FOR LOCAL COMMUNITIES! 
 
To follow up my Gatepost news 
piece last month, there is more 

good news now that the City Council’s 
finances are back on track. Last month I 
set out the proposals for us having an 
independent Council Officer appointed to 
our Sutton Vesey Ward area. That officer 
would assist community groups such as 
the Banners Gate Neighbourhood Forum, 
Friends of King George V Playing Fields, 
The Greenway, Prince Alice Park, Friends 
of Banners Gate and Boldmere Park 
Gates, and all the users of the Banners 
Gate Community Hall etc - and 
independently help them develop local 
community projects.  
 
On top of that announcement, there is 
more fresh good news. The ‘Local 
Partnership Officer’ of the City Council will 
also administer another new local 
neighbourhood investment scheme – this 
is a new community fund of £20,000 a 
year for our area, to help support these 
groups and local projects. I hope we can 
actually expand this fund in future.  

 
This ‘Thriving Communities Fund’ is being 
lined up for every local ward in the city – 
on an equal basis, irrespective of where 
they are or what people live there. In 
Sutton Vesey we will get exactly our fair 
share, per head of population, as 
anywhere else across the City. 
 
Once the City Council has confirmed its 
coming year’s budget this will come into 
play in the new financial year from April 
2026-07 and beyond. Details of how the 
scheme will work will be announced 
shortly – watch this space! 
 
And this community fund is not all. 
Announced this week is a proposed huge 
increase in a devolved ‘environment and 
transport’ funding pot. For our Sutton 
Vesey area this new fund would be an 
additional £100,000 extra a year for 3 
years, for local areas and residents to 
improve road safety, environmental 
quality, traffic problems and pollution. It’s 
funded not from your Council Tax, but 
from the Clean Air Zone fees that are paid 
by drivers of polluting vehicles who drive 
into the central city clen air zone.  
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Again, we need to wait for a final budget 
decision before these funds are released. 
But it is all good news for local residents at 
long last. Birmingham Council has been 
through a rocky patch but with spring now 
in the air, there are green shoots showing 
at last! 
 

  Max Hatton:  Hello Gatepost 
readers! With longer days, brighter 
mornings and the first splashes of 
blossom, spring is making itself 
known across our neighbourhood. 

It’s a season of spring cleaning—whether 
that means a long-overdue clear-out in the 
garden, a first picnic if the weather 
behaves, or simply opening the windows 
and letting in some much-needed fresh air. 
Keep an eye out for daffodils, tulips and 
early bees on the move; they’re a good 
reminder that warmer weeks are on the 
way. 

Spring gardening: simple jobs that make 
a big difference 

• Give borders a tidy-up: remove winter 
debris, cut back dead growth, and leave 
any healthy new shoots. 

• Feed and mulch: a thin layer of compost 
or well-rotted manure helps retain moisture 
and improves soil as it breaks down. 

• Start sowing: hardy annuals and 
salad leaves can often be started 
now—check seed packets for guidance 
and protect young plants from late 
frosts. 

• Pot and plan: if you’re short on 
space, pots and window boxes are 
perfect for herbs (parsley, chives, mint) 
and spring colour. 

• Prune with purpose: trim roses and 
summer-flowering shrubs if you haven’t 
already, and remove any damaged 
branches after winter winds. 

Be kind to wildlife: a shallow dish of 
water, a log pile, or letting a corner grow 
a little wild can all help pollinators and 
birds. 

With the Easter holidays approaching, 
it’s also a great time to plan a few low-
key activities that make the most of the 
season: a family walk to spot blossom, 
a simple scavenger hunt in the park, or 
an afternoon of planting sunflower 
seeds to see whose grows tallest by 
summer. 

Wherever spring finds you this year, I 

hope it brings a little extra light and 

energy to your days. Wishing you all a 

peaceful (and chocolate-filled) Easter!                                                          
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Boldmere Summer Festival  
Sunday 7

th
 June 2026 
 

Go to page 5 for details if you want to book a space for 
your stall,  or if you want to volunteer to help run the 

festive, keeping the site in order during the day, tidying 
up at the end. 

Don’t miss the PLANT SALE on page 6. 



John Cooper  

Royal Sutton Coldfield Town Councillor  

 johncooper@suttoncoldfieldtowncouncil.gov.uk 
 

2026 marks the end of the third session of the Town Council and has 
seen the last years as maturing years being able to take on more 
responsibilities from the City and funding these new services in an 
appropriate manner. The libraries are now open for an extra day and 
money is being spent on repairs to the fabric of the buildings. 
Although we still await the transfer of half of the ten allotments, the TC 
is spending money on all the allotments sites to improve them and 
make the management of them match the care and enthusiasm shown 
by the plot holders, the Town Council continues to develop the florals 
within the town and will be entering the Britain in Bloom contest once 
again. 
The much-appreciated Town Ranger service continues to expand 
offering even more great work for our Town, taking responsibility for 
traffic islands and verges on a progressive basis with regular scheduled 
visit to sites supplemented by one off requests. 
The elections next month will decide how this endeavour develops but 
there are many more things that can be done to make this lovely Town 
of ours even more special. The next major development will be Sutton 
Park as to its future management; a vital decision to be made very soon. 
Sutton Park is very precious to all its users and needs investment 
urgently. 
 
April ‘26 

 
johncooper@suttoncoldfieldtowncouncil.gov.uk 

John.cooper@suttoncoldfieldtowncouncil.gov.uk 

https://suttoncoldfieldtowncouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/
uploads/2024/10/Strategic-Plan-Consultation.pdf 

townrangers@suttoncoldfieldtowncouncil.gov.uk  

johncooper@suttoncoldfieldtowncouncil.gov.uk 
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Boldmere Summer Festival – Sunday 7
th

 June 2026 
 
Please read carefully as this includes a lot of information about the Summer festi-
val.  If you have a neighbouring business or organisation that is new to Boldmere, 
please ask them to email us info@boldmere.org so we can pass on information to 
them in the future.  
Boldmere Summer Festival – Sunday 7th June 2026 
 This year’s Summer festival will take place on Sunday 7th June 2026 from 1pm 
to 6pm with the road closed from 10am to 9pm.  Details of the event are 
at https://www.boldmere.org/community-festivals/summer-2026/    
 
Boldmere Businesses Booking Gazebos and Pitch Space 
 We always give priority to Boldmere’s own businesses and organisations and so 
we would urge you to fill in the form at www.boldmere.org/stalls to let us know if 
you would like to book pitch space from us.  Boldmere businesses hiring pitch 
space get a gazebo included free of charge if you don’t have your own.  We need 
to know by the end of March so that we can then allocate any remaining gazebos 
and pitch space to other stalls.  I’d also like to welcome Alexandria to the team 
who will be managing the stalls for this festival and thank Sophie for her efforts 
for the previous 2 festivals.  
 
A Risky Summer Festival 
 We are taking a risk with this festival as we haven’t yet secured funding.  We had 
to cancel Christmas 2025 due to a lack of funding.  If we don’t get grant funding 
for this festival or contributions from businesses on the street that benefit most 
from the festival then we will most likely exhaust all of our reserves which will 
make it extremely difficult to attract grant funding in the future and therefore mean 
an end to the festivals and most likely Boldmere Futures CIC which does so 
much to keep Boldmere buzzing for everyone.     
If you are interested in sponsoring the event, please contact info@boldmere.org  
  
Would you like to Volunteer to help? 
 We are always looking for people who have a passion for Boldmere to join us at 
Boldmere Futures CIC (a not-for-profit community group) or to help with the run-
ning of festivals.  If you could help with the festivals, please have a look 
at www.boldmere.org/volunteer where there is further information and a very 
short application form to fill in.  If you are interested in helping Boldmere Futures 
CIC as a wider organisation beyond the festivals, then please 
email info@boldmere.org 

  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me after 2nd March 
(please note that I will be on holiday for the rest of February).  
  
Kind regards 
 
On behalf of Boldmere Futures CIC 
 
Paull Long Event Manager 

mailto:info@boldmere.org
https://www.boldmere.org/community-festivals/summer-2026/
http://www.boldmere.org/stalls
mailto:info@boldmere.org
http://www.boldmere.org/volunteer
mailto:info@boldmere.org
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St Columba’s Hall Hire 
Tables & chairs to accommodate 80 people in comfort 

Hall 12m x 12m 

Adjoining Kitchen 4.7m x 3.2m is also available for hire when 
booking hall 

Ideal venue for leisure activities e.g., dance groups, keep fit, etc. 

Available for one-off events as well as regular bookings 

Bookings available 52 weeks of the year including Saturdays 

Facilities 

Large easy access car park with 32 spaces 

Ground level wheelchair access to all areas 

Male / female/ disabled toilets 

A Kitchen is available for hire. Suitable for light refreshments 

Please contact Alison Jolley, email: st.columbahall@yahoo.com 

for further details. 
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Maria Mitchell. Tropic 
Skincare Ambassador. 
07400894034. 
Flf7b@yahoo.co.uk. 
Contact me to discuss 
products, book a 
pamper party or 
discuss possibilities for 
fundraising events. 
Tropic is an ethical 
company that is 
certified vegan and 
organic. 
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amy.millichope@suttoncoldfieldtowncouncil.gov.uk 

mailto:amy.millichope@suttoncoldfieldtowncouncil.gov.uk
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15 Thank you Terry W 



16 

Banners Gaters - Friends of the Gates 

At the beginning of June last year Banners Gaters were told that, due to the 
BCC drastic reduction of the number of park rangers in the city, resulting in the 
effective withdrawal of the rangers from Sutton Park, our group would have to 
be axed.  We weren’t going to give up that easily, so we all joined Friends of 
the Gates, which meant we had the necessary insurance to continue without a 
ranger present, albeit with severe limitations on what we’re allowed to do.  
Although we are fully insured to use domestic power tools, up to and including 
petrol mowers, we need the permission of the landowner, in this case 
Birmingham City Council, and they have a policy that forbids volunteers to use 
any power tools.   

We are told that updating this policy is in progress, but nothing has happened 
so far.  We could clear a lot more nettles and brambles that are encroaching 
on paths with a strimmer or hedge trimmer, as many passersby keep telling us! 

For the past few months, using loppers and hand saws, we have been clearing 
holly, which has been allowed to grow without coppicing for many years, from 
Westwood Coppice.  This allows light to reach the woodland floor so that other 
plants, long since missing, can grow again.  

At first, we used holly trimmings to build dry hedges on the ancient boundary, 
to protect them but, now we’ve moved away from the banks, it’s too far to carry 
them so we’ve left them in piles which will eventually rot down.  We’re careful 
to leave most of the female (berry bearing) trees intact plus enough male trees 
for fertilisation and we take care not to disturb nesting birds or other animals. 

It will take years to clear the whole of Westwood Coppice of overgrown holly 

by hand, and most of our group are pensioners.  More volunteers are needed 

so, if you can, please join us.   

We meet every 

Monday at 11am on 

Banners Gate car 

park except on Bank 

holidays or if the 

weather’s really bad 

and finish at 2pm. 

Coffee break is at 

12.30 so bring a drink.  

Wear old clothes and, 

if you have them, bring 

any suitable hand 

tools with you.   
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Cartoons  from Chris. Thank you Chris W 
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Here’s your quiz - some hard, but you may disagree! 
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Mycology  2  Fight Club  3  Kuala Lumpur  4  Kola Peninsula  5  1918  6  George   

Frideric Handel  7  Ostrich  8  Winston Churchill  19  Forint  10  Horse  11  Giuseppe Verdi  

12  In Persia  13  Purple  14 Claire Foy  15  The Huns, led by Attila  16  Michael Jackson  

17  Margaret Thatcher  18  D'oh!  19  Mediterranean Sea  20  Nelson Mandela  Answers 

1. What is the study of mushrooms called? 
2. Which movie, starring Brad Pitt and Edward Norton, 

is based on a novel by Chuck Palahniuk? 
3. What is the capital of Malaysia? 
4. What is the name of the peninsula located in the 

northern part of Norway, Finland, and Russia? 
5. In which year did the First World War end? 
6. Who composed the music for "The Messiah"? 
7. What is the largest bird in the world? 
8. Who succeeded Neville Chamberlain as Prime 

Minister in 1940? 
9. What is the currency of Hungary? 
10. Which animal can be seen on the Porsche logo? 
11. Who composed the music for "Aida"? 
12. Where did backgammon originate? 
13. Named after the mallow flower, mauve is a shade of 

what? 
14. Who played Queen Elizabeth II in the first two 

seasons of ‘The Crown’? 
15. Which empire, led by which charismatic general, 

conquered a vast part of Europe (Hungary, most of 
Ukraine, much of Germany and Poland and parts of 
the Balkans) in the fifth century, before the empire 
dissolved just as quickly after the death of the 
leader? 

16. Who is the American artist known for hits like "Man 
in the Mirror" and "Thriller"? 

17. Who was known as the 'Iron Lady'? 
18. In the Simpsons, what’s Homer’s catchphrase? 
19. What is the name of the sea located between Italy 

and Tunisia? 
20. What famous man became president of his country 

after being in jail for 18 years? 
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Online marketplaces and selling platforms have made it easier than ever 

to turn unwanted items into cash. Whether you’re clearing out your 

wardrobe, selling electronics or passing on furniture, the internet offers a 

huge audience and fast, easy transactions. 

But with convenience comes risk: it’s commonplace for fraudsters to 
target sellers with scams designed to steal money or goods. Get Safe 
Online has put together some clear, practical advice to help you sell 
confidently and securely, however much or little experience you have. 
Selling online safely - Get Safe Online 
 
Secondly, as many small businesses will be required to use HMRC’s 
Making Tax Digital from April 6th, there is no better time to reflect online 
habits too. Latest data shows that companies in the plumbing and heating 
sector are currently being heavily targeted by fraudsters, so, if you are in 
this trade, it has never been more important to be tooled up with expert 
fraud prevention advice. Read our expert advice, which can be accessed 
here:  
Plumbers: Get Safe Online - Get Safe Online 
 
Many thanks 
the Get Safe Online team 

Attachments 
March26_Safe_Selling_Leaflet.pdf 
FINAL -GSO_Biz_Plumbers_Leaflet.pdf 

https://s-url.co/LCMtAA
https://s-url.co/LSMtAA
https://members.wmnow.co.uk/AlertMessage/Attachment/F1B5FF03C73B2FE86F1CBE07ECEFFC6F
https://members.wmnow.co.uk/AlertMessage/Attachment/2A7B896920C83B1B9AEDDEC992C1BF3B
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A massive thank you  to all who helped at Saturday’s 
Litter Pick at King George V Playing Field. 



 

Are you a good guesser? 
What are these objects. Answers on the bottom of next page. 

1 

2 

3 

This rusty old 
thing found in a 
river in central 
France, it's 
slightly convex.  

This metal 
triangle, about two 
inches long on 
each side. 

A solid, 
white 
material 
contained in 
a lipstick 
tube. 
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Answers from last page 

1. It's a plaque for the head tube of a 
bicycle frame from the Ajax cycle brand. 
That's why it's slightly convex.  

2. That's a wet film comb; here's how it's 
used.  

3. Styptic pencil. You dab it on shaving 
cuts to stop them from bleeding. 

Now at: Oscott Social Club 
Witton Lodge Road. B23 5LX 
Thursdays 8.30—8.45pm 
Fundamentals and techniques with 
practise time 
8.45—10pm 
With practise time 
Improvers / intermediate level 
Taking your tango to the next level 
*Please wear non-rubber sole shoes* 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=INnx7g5TF-k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=INnx7g5TF-k


A Mediterranean-style village, Portmeirion. 
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Things you may not know in Wales 

The Longest place Name in the UK 

On the next page, St. Govan lived his life as a hermit in a cliffside cave and those 
willing to make the steep hike can still visit his mystical hermitage by the sea.  

https://portmeirion.wales/
https://www.google.com/search?q=llanfair+PG&sca_esv=cc82f2eb9b71854e&rlz=1C1ONGR_en-GBGB1046GB1047&sxsrf=ANbL-n6chG_vVvO6THaxTMBGmQ_tw5scoQ%3A1774899810666&ei=YtLKaeauKJ2hhbIPjdDJ8A4&biw=1680&bih=881&ved=0ahUKEwjm5-eFsciTAxWdUEEAHQ1oEu4Q4dUDCBE&uact=5&oq=l
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Govan


St. Govan's Chapel 
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Click here and scroll down to CHS Healthcare. 

https://bannersgateneighbourhoodforum.com/
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Book a household recycling 
centre appointment 

 
Unite the Union is currently taking industrial action, which may impact 
collections and waste disposal. 
See how this may affect your bin collections and what you can do with 
your waste. 
If you would like to know more, you can find more details on our Waste 
and recycling industrial action - FAQ for residents page. 
 
Sutton Coldfield 
Norris Way, B75 7BB 
Monday to Friday: 7:00am to 9:00pm 
Saturday and Sunday: 8:00am to 6:00pm 
 
Booking 
You can book: 

• not less than 2 hours before the time you want to attend the HRC 

• no more than 3 days before your visit 
2 visits at the same time - these could be on the same day or in the same 
week 

Your confirmation should be emailed to you within an hour. This email will 
tell you the 15-minute slot that you have been allocated. If you cannot see 
this email in your inbox, check your spam or junk folder. 
When you have 2 visits booked, you can book further visits from the day 
after you have attended the first visit. For example, if you book for Monday 
and Thursday then you can book your next visit from Tuesday. 
From Monday 12 May, the booking system will be temporarily removed 
from the Castle Bromwich HRC, and a pre-booked slot won't be required 
to visit the site. This is subject to change. You still need to bring proof of 
address to show you live in Birmingham. The booking system remains in 
place for the other 4 HRCs. 
 

Book an appointment 

You need to bring proof of address to show you live in Birmingham. This 
evidence could be: 

• driving licence 

• utility bill 
Council tax bill - paper or digital 

Read the instructions on the booking website carefully. For example, there 
are height restrictions at some sites. 

https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/industrialaction
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/industrialaction
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/industrialaction
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/industrialaction
https://www.veolia.co.uk/birmingham/household-recycling-centres
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YOUR LOCAL AUDIO NEWSPAPER - a real lifeline 
for hundreds, yes hundreds! of people across 
Birmingham. 
 

Birmingham Talking Newspaper For The Blind 
And Visually Impaired 

btnbvi.org 

When my own mother-in-law’s health was fading, we 
discovered this remarkable service and it gave her a 
new lease of life at 93! 

Do you know anyone who is partially sighted or blind? If 
so, they may benefit from listening to a local audio 
newspaper. Or indeed a monthly magazine and a 
history talk? This is a completely free of charge service, 
including the loan of equipment to allow you to listen to 
these articles. It is enjoyed by many people of all ages, 
some of whom are housebound. 

Blind and visually impaired people in the wider 
Birmingham area can obtain audio versions of local 
newspaper articles and a range of weekly and monthly 
audio magazines. These are provided free of charge for 
listeners who have registered with our service. 

You can apply by filling out the registration form which 
can be found at www.btnbvi.org. Or by contacting 0300 
330 1404 for more information. We will then explain the 
service that we provide, all completely free of charge. 

Please note that we never pass your information to 
anyone else and you can unsubscribe from our service 
at any time. 
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http://www.btnbvi.org/
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Banners Gate Community Hall 



Under the new Friends First Project, Age Concern Birmingham are now able to offer their Befriending 
Service across Birmingham city. 
On an assessed basis, our Community Reconnectors can provide up to 10 weeks support to individuals who 
may be isolated/vulnerable or feeling unconfident about accessing/ engaging in the wider community. 
This project also offers new social experiences/encourages new friendships through our tailored support. 
Further support is also offered through our new friendship groups situated in Sutton Coldfield and across 
the city. 
  
Please contact 0121 362 3650 for more information if: 
  
*You are feeling isolated, or would welcome the chance to meet new people in your community. 
*Maybe you already run a coffee morning/community group and would like to work with us to widen your 
reach. 
 *You would like to increase your social opportunities.   

37 



38 

slimmingworld.co.uk 

sharedreading@foliosuttoncoldfield.org.uk 

 Classes at St Columba’s Church 
 

Monday  Brownies  6 o’clock 
Tuesday  Brownies  6 o’clock 
Thursday  Rainbows 
Friday  Coffee Morning, see above 
Sunday  Morning Worship 10 o’clock 

 

 Hope Food North Birmingham are currently looking for a new base 
in/around Sutton Coldfield.  We need it to store food and prepare 
food bags.  We would need access in the day and evening Monday 
to Friday.   We run 3 food banks weekly in Erdington, Falcon Lodge 
and Mere Green.   If anyone has any premises with vehicle access 
that they would think would suit us, please get in touch.  Thank you.  

 
T: 07869 822502   E: info@hopefood.org.uk 
 
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO SUPPORT OUR WORK PLEASE MAKE A DONATION USING THIS LINK: 

https://www.justgiving.com/hopefoodnb  
Hope Food – North Birmingham.  A charitable incorporated organisation registered in 
England.  Charity registration number 1195019.  Registered office 407 Jockey Road, Sutton 
Coldfield B73 5XH 

 St Columba’s Church Hall 
 

Hall letting for St Columba’s Church.  
 

Weekday lettings are available for the 
large Church Hall which includes a  

well equipped kitchen.  
 

Entrance to the hall is step free and is 
suitable for wheel chair access 

throughout the premises. 
 

Male, Female and disabled toilet facilities  
 

All enquiries to Alison via email please.  
 

st.columbahall@yahoo.com 

10:00 -12:00 

Not on 
Friday 29th 
December 

http://www.slimmingworld.co.uk
mailto:sharedreading@foliosuttoncoldfield.org.uk
mailto:info@hopefood.org.uk
https://www.justgiving.com/hopefoodnb
https://www.justgiving.com/hopefoodnb
mailto:st.columbahall@yahoo.com
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St Columba’s Church hall 
Banners Gate Road/
Chester Road North 
Sutton Coldfield B73 6TX 

helenwilliamsmusic@gmail.com 
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Do you have an 
advertisement for this 

space, it’s free. 
Email 

bgatepost@gmail.com 

mailto:helenwilliamsmusic@gmail.com
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www.scurc.org.uk 

http://www.scurc.org.uk
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www.suttoncoldfieldsocietyofartists.co.uk 

If you are of a different bent, you may be interested in the two links below, sent in by John S. 

http://messybeast.com/dragonqueen/real-haynes.htm 
 

Also, I'm going to assume you've heard this but just in case: 
https://www.airliners.net/forum/viewtopic.php?t=1113747 

http://www.suttoncoldfieldsocietyofartists.co.uk
http://messybeast.com/dragonqueen/real-haynes.htm
https://www.airliners.net/forum/viewtopic.php?t=1113747
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Just in case you missed it, see page 10 for a competition. 
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HANDBOOK: 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100086596932293 

https://birmingham.connecttosupport.org/ 

https://www.calameo.com/read/00067546760ea7e9396a0
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100086596932293
https://birmingham.connecttosupport.org/
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www.applyforleap.org.uk 

https://applyforleap.org.uk/


54 



 

Criminals are experts at impersonating people or organisations (like 
banks, the tax office or even the police).  

They spend hours researching you for their scams, hoping you’ll let 
your guard down for just a moment. Stop and think. It could protect 
you and your money.  

Stop: Taking a moment to stop and think before parting with your 
money or information could keep you safe.  

Challenge: Could it be fake? It’s OK to reject, refuse or ignore any 
requests. Only criminals will try to rush or panic you.  

Protect: Contact your bank immediately if you think you’ve fallen for a 
scam and report it to Action Fraud here: Action Fraud 

For more information please click on the link below or see the attached 
Phone Scams Booklet 

45788196-0bc9-42a4-87cc-371f2710914e.pdf 
(neighbourhoodalert.co.uk)  

 

Attachments 
Phone Scams Booklet - Final.pdf  
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https://s-url.co/tmceAA
https://s-url.co/wV8eAA
https://s-url.co/wV8eAA
https://members.wmnow.co.uk/AlertMessage/Attachment/E8603F5E1E1A36724005CAC1AEA5C9EA


 

Action on ASB - Have your say on antisocial behaviour 
in your community 

We’re launching a new survey in partnership with the Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner 
to capture your thoughts and concerns about antisocial behaviour in your community.   
 
  We've developed a plan to reduce antisocial behaviour for 2026 onwards, and your views are 
central to helping this plan continue to grow and work effectively for our communities.    
  
The survey will give you the opportunity to share your experiences and ideas to help ensure the 
plan reflects the needs of our community, and how well police are delivering a service for you.    
 
  Antisocial behaviour can have a real impact on how safe people feel where they live. By taking 
part in the survey, you can help West Midlands Police identify what matters most in your area and 
where action should be focused.   
 
  The survey will be open throughout February, and  
 
  Feedback from the survey will directly inform the approach taken by West Midlands Police and 
partners to reduce and prevent antisocial behaviour moving forward.   
 
  To have your say, complete the survey before 28 February: 

Please click here to complete the survey 
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https://survey.wmnow.co.uk/Survey/HASH/648CE27F34B4325678F2E1FC3EBAB758


 

Protect yourself from courier fraud 
Criminals are targeting people by posing as police officers and banks to steal life 
savings and we need your help to stop them. 

Courier fraud relies entirely on fear and urgency. A caller will claim to be a police 
officer or a bank official and tell you that your account is at risk or that your 
identity has been stolen. They might ask for your bank card PIN, tell you to 
withdraw or transfer large sums of money, or even pressure you into buying 
luxury items like gold, jewellery, or high-end electronics. 

They often claim this is part of a secret investigation to catch a corrupt bank 
employee. Once you have the money or goods, they send a courier to your door 
to collect them. 

It is important to remember that the police or your bank will never ask for your 
PIN, tell you to withdraw or transfer money, or send someone to your home to 
collect money or valuables. They will also never ask you to move your savings 
into a so-called safe account. 

If you receive a call like this, the best thing you can do is hang up immediately. 

If you have already been targeted by this scam, please know that this is not your 
fault. These fraudsters are professional manipulators who are trained to deceive. 

Support is available for you and reporting the incident is the most effective way 
to help us catch those responsible. If a courier is on the way or already at your 
door, call 999 immediately as this is a crime in progress. 

Please share this warning with your loved ones and keep a close eye on elderly 
family members or neighbours who may be more vulnerable to these tactics. 
 
Watch how fraudsters operate: Stay wise, don't compromise. 
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What’s On at Streetly Community Library Autumn 2025 

 

1st Wednesday of each month 11-12 Adult Reading Group 

2nd Wednesday of each month 10.30-12 Poetry Group 

3rd Tuesday of each month 11-12 Crime Club Reading Group 

3rd Wednesday of each month 10-12 Knit, Stitch and Chat 

Every  Wednesday 10-12 Knit, Stitch & Chat Extra—drop in with your current project or just      

enjoy some company 

Every Friday during term time 10.30-11 Story & Rhyme Time 

Every Friday 10-11.30 Reading Friends Social Group—join us for a cuppa and a chat 

Every Saturday 1-3 Board Games Afternoon—something for all, drop in and play 

3rd Saturday of each month 9.30-11.30 and other Saturdays 11-1 Local Councillors’ Surgery—   

no appointment needed 

3rd Tuesday of each month 2-4 Resilient Communities Advice Surgery for Voluntary &             

Community Organisations - no appointment needed 

CV and job search help from Walsall Works - various dates available, please ask at the counter  

to book an appointment 

Tuesdays 30th September, 14th & 28th October 9.30-1 Citizens’ Advice Bus on Library Car Park—

no appointment needed 

Tuesdays 30th September, 14th & 28th October 10-12 Chess Club for Adults 

Saturdays 18th October, 1st, 15th & 29th November 2.30-3 Saturday Story Time 

 

Saturday 27th September 10-12 Mental Health drop-in—no appointment needed 

Saturday 27th September 11-12.30 Lego Fun 

Saturday 18th October 10-12 Mental Health Drop-in - no appointment needed 

Saturday 25th October 11-12.30 Lego Fun 

Saturday 8th November 10.30-11.20 & 11.30-12.20 Story Tent Workshops for children              

aged 3-7—free event, online booking essential 

 Blackwood Road, Streetly, B74 3PL      01922 654864      streetlylibrary@walsall.gov.uk 

mailto:streetlylibrary@walsall.gov.uk


 
Birmingham’s Mobile Library Service  

 
For over 30 years the Mobile Library has taken library services out into many 
diverse communities across the city. 

Everyone is welcome to join the Mobile Library. You can register with us, or 
you can use your existing Birmingham library card on the vehicle. You can 
borrow a maximum of 10 items at any one time (including items borrowed 
from our other libraries). The Mobile Library vehicle carries over 3,500 items 
of stock for adults, young people and children of all ages. The stock is 
changed frequently, and new items are added regularly. 

The Mobile Library has access to the full library catalogue. It operates a free 
reservation service for any items you may wish to order. You can return items 
from other Birmingham libraries at any Mobile Library stop too. The Mobile 
Library vehicle is also fitted with a lift allowing for easy access. 

Did you know that the service comes into the heart of our community? 

It currently operates every Tuesday between 10.00 – 11.00 parked 
outside Sutton Park Academy on Coppice View Road, B73 6UE. 

Go along and see what’s on board. Use it – Or lose it! 

For more information, please use one of the methods detailed below -  

Phone: 0121 464 6171    Mobile: 07766 923344 

Email: mobile.library.service@birmingham.gov.uk 

FaceBook: Mobile Library Service - Birmingham UK    Twitter: bhammobilelib 

www.birmingham.gov.uk/mobile-library 
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Kingstanding Library 
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See next page 
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www.elimlifechurch.co.uk 

 
 

Your free advertisement 
could go here. 

 
Email 

bgatepost@gmail.com. 

https://www.elimlifechurch.co.uk/
mailto:bgatepost@gmail.com
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www.birmingham.gov.uk/warmwelcome 

www.birmingham.gov.uk/energyhelp 

www.birmingham.gov.uk/healthystart 

http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/foodhelp 

www.birmingham.gov.uk/school-meals 

www.birmingham.gov.uk/energyscam 

www.gov.uk/check-benefits-financial-support 

www.birmingham.gov.uk/debtadviceteam 

www.birmingham.gov.uk/helpinbrum 

www.theprojectbirmingham.org 

www.bcabs.org.uk 

www.disability.co.uk 

www.ageuk.org.uk/birmingham 

www.birminghammind.org 

www.moneyhelper.org.uk 

www.stoploansharks.co.uk 

www.turn2us.org.uk 

www.bswaid.org 

england.shelter.org.uk 

www.theaws.co.uk/listen-connect 

www.rmcentre.org.uk 

www.spitfireservices.org.uk 

It is time to use the magnifying icons at the bottom right of the screen. 

http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/warmwelcome
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/energyhelp
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/healthystart
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/foodhelp
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/school-meals
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/energyscam
http://www.gov.uk/check-benefits-financial-support
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/debtadviceteam
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/helpinbrum
http://www.theprojectbirmingham.org
http://www.bcabs.org.uk
http://www.disability.co.uk
http://www.ageuk.org.uk/birmingham
http://www.birminghammind.org
http://www.moneyhelper.org.uk
http://www.stoploansharks.co.uk
http://www.turn2us.org.uk
http://www.bswaid.org
http://england.shelter.org.uk
http://www.theaws.co.uk/listen-connect
http://www.rmcentre.org.uk
http://www.spitfireservices.org.uk
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Line Dancing 

Absolute Beginners Class 

to be held at 

Banners Gate Community Hall 

Tuesdays 5 - 6 pm 

Everyone welcome 

Please phone Diane 

On 07711 048 215 

For further information 
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www.ourplacesupport.org 

Email: adviceservice@ 
ourplacesupport.org 

@OurPlaceSupport 

communityconnectors@ourplacesupport.org 

Email: healandtransform@yahoo.com 

Website: www.healandtransform.co.uk 

http://www.ourplacesupport.org
mailto:adviceservice@%20ourplacesupport.org
mailto:adviceservice@%20ourplacesupport.org
mailto:communityconnectors@ourplacesupport.org
mailto:healandtransform@yahoo.com
https://www.healandtransform.co.uk/
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It’s the last Notes on Nature of 2025, and we’ve a bumper issue to see you 
through to the New Year! 

This month wildlife expert Bethany Dean reveals six winter wonders to see 
right now, how birds keep warm, and why you might still be seeing Blackcaps. 

We’d also love you to enjoy a moment reading about some remarkable Wins 
for Wildlife in 2025 – none of which would be possible without your support. 

Discover how many thousands of species live on RSPB nature reserves, 
which birds bred where for the first time ever, and the ambitious landscape-
scale projects delivering for wildlife. 

Together, we’re helping birds bounce back, creating places where wildlife can 
thrive, and taking action for nature that makes a real difference. 

Thank you wholeheartedly for being with us throughout the year. 
Wishing you a very happy festive season! 

 
Siân Duncan 
Notes on Nature editor 
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Shop  Join 

Expert Exclamations 

https://shopping.rspb.org.uk/?utm_source=notes_on_nature_20250201&utm_medium=email&utm_term=notes_on_nature&utm_content=2&utm_campaign=notes_on_nature
https://www.rspb.org.uk/membership?utm_source=notes_on_nature_20250201&utm_medium=email&utm_term=notes_on_nature&utm_content=3&utm_campaign=notes_on_nature
https://www.rspb.org.uk/membership?utm_source=notes_on_nature_20250201&utm_medium=email&utm_term=notes_on_nature&utm_content=3&utm_campaign=notes_on_nature
https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/ask-an-rspb-expert/december?utm_source=notes_on_nature_20251220&utm_medium=email&utm_term=notes_on_nature&utm_content=5&utm_campaign=notes_on_nature


 

Best anti-scam tools from banks  

Fraudsters posing as your bank invent bogus reasons for you to 
share personal details, provide security codes, give them remote 
access to your device, or transfer money to an account they control.  

ew tools are being launched by banks to combat these types of 
scams, including a new 'call checker' feature from Nationwide. We 
examine the best anti-scam measures and which banks are offering 
them.  

 

Spot the signs of a fake retailer  

We regularly hear from people who paid for goods - often advertised 
to them on websites and social media - that either don't exist or do 
arrive but aren’t as described or are of poor quality. Even Which? 
employees can fall victim. One of our clued-up colleagues paid £150 
for some dresses that she never received. Find out how to spot the 
warning signs and what our scam experts recommend you do if 
something similar happens to you.  

 

Scam ads appearing on trusted websites  

Free news sites and apps are almost entirely funded by advertising. 
However, this system is largely automated using AI and algorithms, 
enabling fraudsters to exploit it and post dodgy ads on trusted 
websites.  

ur investigation uncovered several suspicious adverts, ranging from 
outright scams to misleading products and fake videos. We explain 
what we found and the six signs of a scam advert you need be aware 
of when browsing online.  

 

Scam sharer tool  

There's an easy way to make us aware of scams directly with 
our scam sharer tool. Tell us your experiences of phishing emails, 
fake texts, cold calls and other types of fraud.  
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https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=eyJkZWtJZCI6ImIwM2FiOGQ3LTg1NGQtNDhkOS1iYWI5LTBjZTQwOGIxNGI3YyIsImRla1ZlcnNpb24iOjEsIml2IjoiTDIwS0ZhZVVOV3AvWGhtSTU4ZUNhQT09IiwiY2lwaGVyVGV4dCI6Ikp0WWxURmd5ZmIzQk9CTkE0VGtyYklwamFuNmJpR2w0K3Fnc1NkVEVzVC9ra29lRXRHaDNaa0kwZlh1
https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=eyJkZWtJZCI6ImIwM2FiOGQ3LTg1NGQtNDhkOS1iYWI5LTBjZTQwOGIxNGI3YyIsImRla1ZlcnNpb24iOjEsIml2IjoiTDIwS0ZhZVVOV3AvWGhtSTU4ZUNhQT09IiwiY2lwaGVyVGV4dCI6Ikp0WWxURmd5ZmIzQk9CTkE0VGtyYklwamFuNmJpR2w0K3Fnc1NkVEVzVC9ra29lRXRHaDNaa0kwZlh1
https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=eyJkZWtJZCI6IjMxY2RhNDAwLThmM2MtNGQ2My1iNTBmLTEzYTEwNzZkNjE5MCIsImRla1ZlcnNpb24iOjEsIml2IjoiRjBmVW1iMFg3cnlpUnpuM3V2RlB4Zz09IiwiY2lwaGVyVGV4dCI6ImtIQUxhdHZOK0Z1MkF5azBXRE1NQWZuRTJYUkFTZkVZKzBQWVdVNFB6aTRQTEFhZk9CQnVrQ2pLUDd2
https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=eyJkZWtJZCI6IjMxY2RhNDAwLThmM2MtNGQ2My1iNTBmLTEzYTEwNzZkNjE5MCIsImRla1ZlcnNpb24iOjEsIml2IjoiRjBmVW1iMFg3cnlpUnpuM3V2RlB4Zz09IiwiY2lwaGVyVGV4dCI6ImtIQUxhdHZOK0Z1MkF5azBXRE1NQWZuRTJYUkFTZkVZKzBQWVdVNFB6aTRQTEFhZk9CQnVrQ2pLUDd2
https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=eyJkZWtJZCI6IjQ1NTZhYmMwLWI5ODUtNGQ4OS04NWYzLWEzNWU4NDQ5OGJkNCIsImRla1ZlcnNpb24iOjEsIml2IjoieWk0eHpsRkh1Nm1XZGg4eHl5WVhPUT09IiwiY2lwaGVyVGV4dCI6ImFjQnU0RS84emVtbkd1SzR3ekJGaEJVOHZYK25lNXBXb2o4U1Fmb3VrZzdTWThjbUgxYllKRHluTDRH
https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=eyJkZWtJZCI6IjQ1NTZhYmMwLWI5ODUtNGQ4OS04NWYzLWEzNWU4NDQ5OGJkNCIsImRla1ZlcnNpb24iOjEsIml2IjoieWk0eHpsRkh1Nm1XZGg4eHl5WVhPUT09IiwiY2lwaGVyVGV4dCI6ImFjQnU0RS84emVtbkd1SzR3ekJGaEJVOHZYK25lNXBXb2o4U1Fmb3VrZzdTWThjbUgxYllKRHluTDRH
https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=eyJkZWtJZCI6IjAzYWE1NWM5LTUzZTctNGI5OC04OWQ3LTcyYjY5YjZiNDA4YSIsImRla1ZlcnNpb24iOjEsIml2IjoieVJBanYybHc4cHVnamtNT2VSUUFFdz09IiwiY2lwaGVyVGV4dCI6IlgwQmpRa2JqSUNVR3lyY0xJaURlaENEWGlVMCtkY1E4dzlycUVjWTJybU1JRHp5cGI0bVF5Y1dHTWs3


 

How to screen calls and avoid scams  
 
You don’t need extra apps or technical know-how to fight scam calls, 
as your smartphone already has features designed to stop them  
 

If you own an Android, you can use Google Assistant to screen calls 
automatically. Similarly, iPhone users can try Apple's Call Screening 
feature. Our tech expert Tom Morgan talks you through how to do this, 
step by step – and he has tips for landlines, too.  
 

Getting rid of a PC? Keep your data safe  
 

If you're getting rid of an old Windows 10 computer, make sure you 
completely wipe your data. Otherwise, your personal files, passwords 
and photos could fall into the wrong hands.  
 

We take you through the process of resetting your Windows 10 
PC while keeping your files and data safe and secure – it's easier than 
you might think.  
 
 

Password reset emails: how to tell if they're genuine  
 
Instagram users are receiving emails from the platform telling them to 
reset their passwords. And because users didn’t request password 
changes, the emails have prompted worry and confusion.  
 

genuine. Our advice if you receive an email like this: log in to your 
account via the platform’s official website or app and change your 
password that way.  
 

Scam sharer tool  
 

There's an easy way to make us aware of scams directly with 
our scam sharer tool. Tell us your experiences of phishing emails, fake 
texts, cold calls and other types of fraud.  
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https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=eyJkZWtJZCI6ImYwODQxZTA0LTNhOTQtNGEwYi1iM2QyLWJkYWY5ZTVhZjlhNSIsImRla1ZlcnNpb24iOjEsIml2IjoiaEVOL2d6UE10RXNKNHNTRmxOSzR6QT09IiwiY2lwaGVyVGV4dCI6IjFGaHNjUzhxV1RULzhVL0pVWEtQODdabWdFWFNVVGY4VC9FandSTXMzWGxVcEk5c2lJZVJpQ3d2SDVp
https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=eyJkZWtJZCI6IjlkYjI4Yzk0LTgwYzctNGU5ZS1hMjhmLTZlZWYxZWIzZWJkOSIsImRla1ZlcnNpb24iOjEsIml2IjoiK1VxQzVRN3crZyszK01BZ0dLOERJdz09IiwiY2lwaGVyVGV4dCI6InJ2cGxYV25HSy8wWEN4VVEzYVVhVVI1cjQwaFpvdUIrSlFPQjFwY0Jmamk4VzU1SGRVZmQwK3d6eSt2
https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=eyJkZWtJZCI6IjlkYjI4Yzk0LTgwYzctNGU5ZS1hMjhmLTZlZWYxZWIzZWJkOSIsImRla1ZlcnNpb24iOjEsIml2IjoiK1VxQzVRN3crZyszK01BZ0dLOERJdz09IiwiY2lwaGVyVGV4dCI6InJ2cGxYV25HSy8wWEN4VVEzYVVhVVI1cjQwaFpvdUIrSlFPQjFwY0Jmamk4VzU1SGRVZmQwK3d6eSt2
https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=eyJkZWtJZCI6IjZhMWFhYWViLTk1NTEtNDRkOS1iODM3LTlhZmFkOGQwYjg3ZCIsImRla1ZlcnNpb24iOjEsIml2IjoiRXNBUXhjUGVsT1VJYmt0U1czbi8zZz09IiwiY2lwaGVyVGV4dCI6InJ1OEl2dXJXd0RLaGZuZG0wQmNwS2MxaEpxLytCUnBjZzNLVWhzcGVoRHFveDloNEtQRXBteFV2VzRh
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rachel.mackay@careuk.com 

www.healthystart.nhs.uk 

mailto:rachel.mackay@careuk.com
https://www.healthystart.nhs.uk/
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"W" (Double-u) 

 (an abbreviated term for a win) 

Founded in 2020, W was 
created for winners and the 
winning mentality that we stand 
for.  Whatever you are winning 
at in life, whether that's in work, 
sport or your own business, we 
want to celebrate that! 

To us, having that winning 
mentality is giving everything 

you've got in the face of 
adversity. 

Join the Winners Circle! 

Peter Wilson - Director & Founder 

double-u.co.uk 
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https://www.double-u.co.uk/
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CSAdultSocialCare@birmingham.gov.uk 

CSAdultSocialCare@birmingham.gov.uk 

mailto:CSAdultSocialCare@birmingham.gov.uk
mailto:CSAdultSocialCare@birmingham.gov.uk


75 

nasar.mahmood@bsettlement.org.uk 

www.birminghamsettlement.org.uk 

 

mailto:nasar.mahmood@bsettlement.org.uk
https://www.birminghamsettlement.org.uk/
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www.birminghamsettlement.org.uk 

 

www.birminghamsettlement.org.uk 

https://www.birminghamsettlement.org.uk/
https://www.birminghamsettlement.org.uk/
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Donate now 
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https://buddybagfoundation.co.uk/
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SUTTON COLDFIELD JAZZ CLUB 

At Boldmere Sports & Social Club 

323, Boldmere Road, Sutton Coldfield 

                                 West Midlands B73 5HQ 
      

 

Every Wednesday night: 8pm to 10.30pm (Doors open 7pm) 

All Welcome-Pay at the Door (No Club Membership Fee) 

Live Jazz Bands, Bar, Parking, Dancing & Socialising 

We look forward to seeing you to be entertained  

for a great night out. 

For details of the Bands playing and entrance price, please 
see our Facebook Page as listed below:  

https:/

 SUTTON COLDFIELD ACOUSTIC  
GUITAR CLUB 

At The Legion Club, Rectory Road, Sutton Coldfield 
West Midlands B75 7AL  

     
The First Tuesday of every month: 8pm to 10.30pm 

(Doors open 7.30pm) 
All Welcome- Guitarists, Guitar singers, and Listeners. 

Pay at the Door (No Club Membership Fee) £3.00 entrance fee 
Live Music, Bar, Parking, & Socialising 

We look forward to seeing you to be entertained  
for a great night out. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For more details, please see our Facebook Page as listed below:  

https://www.facebook.com/The-Sutton-Coldfield-Acoustic-
Guitar-Club-109012558287876/ 

                      Or Contact: Sandra on 07932-395158 

  

Contact: Colin – 07966-745741   

Boldmere 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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https://scu3a.org.uk/ 

hope.bourton@englandnetball.co.uk 

https://scu3a.org.uk/
mailto:hope.bourton@englandnetball.co.uk
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www.suttonphoto.club 

www.Trinity-photography-group.com 

www.facebook.com/groups/TrinityPhotographicGroup/

https://www.suttonphoto.club/
http://www.Trinity-photography-group.com
http://www.facebook.com/groups/TrinityPhotographicGroup/
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www.suttoncoldfieldcreativestitchers.co.uk 

BIRMINGHAM COMPUTERS & 
COMPONENTS 

 
Professional supply and support for 

Business and Home in the Birmingham 
area. 

Check our web site for details of our 
services and products. We supply 

Desktops, Laptops – both new & high 
quality refurbished - Gaming 

Computers, Accessories, Web Design. 
 

0121 270 6180 
 

www.birminghamcomputershop.co.uk 
 

We look forward to being of service to you 

http://www.suttoncoldfieldcreativestitchers.co.uk/
https://birminghamcomputershop.co.uk/
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STREETLY FLOWER ARRANGERS’ CLUB 

See photos on next page 

We meet monthly second Tuesday - 2.15 pm 
All Saints Church Hall, Foley Rd East, 
Streetly B74 3EX. 
 
Next meeting Tuesday 14th April - 
Demonstration with Emma Remington ' A Bit 
of This and That! '. 
 
Why not join us - we are an enthusiastic, 
friendly Club and Visitors are always so very 
welcome. 
Further details - Chris Reeves tel 0121 354 
6264. 
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 The Sutton Coldfield Fuchsia Society & Gardening Guild. 

87 

At our September meeting we had something a little different. 

We welcomed Andy and Kate from a company called Urban 

Herbs, who told us not only about the amazing herbs they 

grow, but also about how their company started and the impact 

that COVID and lockdown had. Like many businesses, they 

had to revaluate how they sold their products and a mail order 

company was born. A few years down the line, they can be 

found at the major shows like the BBC Food show at the NEC, 

and have even featured on the TV with James Martin on 

Saturday Morning Kitchen!! 

In October we need to be thinking about protecting our plants 

over winter, so at our next meeting on October 9th, two of our 

more experienced members will be showing you how to 

prepare and protect your plants during the winter months. 

Whether you have a heated greenhouse or just a garden shed, 

many fuchsias are easy to overwinter, by following a few simple 

guidelines. By doing this, fuchsias can be amazing value for 

money, as your hanging basket can go from year to year, 

getting better with age!! 

So, if you fancy an evening out, please come along and join us. 

Come as a visitor for just £2! We meet at Banners Gate 

Community Church in Westwood Rd , B73 6UH on the second 

Thursday of each month, except for January. Doors open at 

7.30pm for an 8.00pm start, until 9.45 

If you would like any more information, please give Gail, our 

secretary a call on 07307857440, a very warm welcome awaits 

you. 

See photos on next page 
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More on next page 
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These ladies meet in the Botanico 
Café in House of Fraser every 
Wednesday at noon for a couple 
of hours of knitting, crocheting 
and other gentle sports.  Full 
instruction given to beginners. 
Go on, give it a try, you may enjoy 
it, at least you’ll learn something. 
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Email: s.summerfield@ageconcernbirmingham.org.uk 

mailto:s.summerfield@ageconcernbirmingham.org.uk
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Hope Food North Birmingham 
are currently looking for a new 
base in/around Sutton 
Coldfield.  We need it to store 

food and prepare food bags.  We would need 
access in the day and evening Monday to 
Friday.   We run 3 food banks weekly in 
Erdington, Falcon Lodge and Mere Green.   If 
anyone has any premises with vehicle access 
that they would think would suit us, please get 
in touch.  Thank you.  

T: 07869 822502   E: info@hopefood.org.uk 
 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO SUPPORT OUR 
WORK, PLEASE MAKE A DONATION USING 

THIS LINK. 
https://link.justgiving.com/v1/charity/donate/
charityId/3143929?
tipScheme=TipJar2.1&reference=givingcheckout_tj
21 

 
Hope Food – North Birmingham.  A charitable incorporated 

organisation registered in England.  Charity registration 
number 1195019. 

Registered office 407 Jockey Road, Sutton Coldfield B73 5XH 

mailto:info@hopefood.org.uk
https://link.justgiving.com/v1/charity/donate/charityId/3143929?tipScheme=TipJar2.1&reference=givingcheckout_tj21
https://link.justgiving.com/v1/charity/donate/charityId/3143929?tipScheme=TipJar2.1&reference=givingcheckout_tj21
https://link.justgiving.com/v1/charity/donate/charityId/3143929?tipScheme=TipJar2.1&reference=givingcheckout_tj21
https://link.justgiving.com/v1/charity/donate/charityId/3143929?tipScheme=TipJar2.1&reference=givingcheckout_tj21
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Age concern no longer have their: 
Our Trusted Tradesperson Scheme has 
the right trade, whatever you job. From 
builders to plumbers and electricians all of 
our tradespeople are vetted, DBS checked 
and working to current guidelines. 
 
But you could try the NO ROGUE TRADERS 
HERE scheme run by many councils, 
including Birmingham. 
 
No Rogue Traders Here works in partnership 
with Trading Standards to keep a list of 
traders across the West Midlands who have 
been interviewed and quality checked.  
 
Click here for the link that takes you through 
the Birmingham City Council website for 
additional confirmation. 

 
Contact number above if interested. 

Do you want your advert 
here, for free of charge. 

 
Email 

bgatepost@gmail.com 

https://noroguetradershere.com/
https://noroguetradershere.com/
https://noroguetradershere.com/
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/20108/trading_standards/1058/find_an_approved_trader


 

Discourage lawless individuals from breaking into your 
property with the modern security systems we provide for 
properties throughout Birmingham. Based in Great Barr, 
we are a small family-run business committed to 
providing state-of-the-art security systems which 
effectively protect your property from harm. Primarily 
serving domestic and commercial customers, we design, 
supply, install, commission, and service all security 
systems in full accordance and compliance with the latest 
British and European standards. From supplying high-
tech CCTV systems and Burglar Alarms to installing fob 
Access Control systems and Fire Alarms, we are the first 
choice when you want to increase your property’s 
security. To arrange a free, no-obligation consultation for 
any of the security systems we supply, please get in 
touch.   

Phone no. 0121 386 2639 
Email: info@cw-sec.co.uk  Website: www.cw-sec.co.uk 
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0121 323 4200 

 

Facebook: Only Rosie’s 
Instagram: onlyrosiescakes 

Email: rosie_p25@hotmail.co.uk 

www.healthystart.nhs.uk 

Erdington  Methodist Church, 

Station Road 

mailto:info@cw-sec.co.uk
http://www.cw-sec.co.uk/
mailto:Email:%20rosie_p25@hotmail.co.uk
https://www.healthystart.nhs.uk/
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Contact Michelle on 07933 986 869 
Monday - Friday 10am to 5pm 
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 luchubbard@hotmail.com 

  www.teachitright.com 

2022 

mailto:luchubbard@hotmail.com
mailto:www.teachitright.com
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Monday & Wednesday 
 

Blue Coats School Gym 
 

WS1 2ND 
 

Kids: 6.00pm—7.00pm 

Tuesday 
 

Mere Green 
 

Community Centre 
 

Adults & Juniors: 
 

7.00pm—8.30pm 

Wednesday 
 

Sutton Girls’ School 
 

(Dance Studio at the 
Back of the building) 

 
Adults & Juniors (12+): 

7.00pm—8.30pm 

Thursday 
 

All Saints’ Church Hall 
 

Kids: 6.00pm—7.00pm 
 

Adults: 7.00pm—8.30pm 

*Multi-style martial arts club welcome students of all ages and abilities* 
 

*Enthusiastic and  experienced instructors* 
 

*Four chances to grade a year for lower grades* 
 

*Local and national kickboxing and jujitsu competitions open to all students* 
 

Contact Gary on 07921 132 860 
 

or email: chong.fouroaks@gmail.com  

         *Established in the area for over 22 years* 

Mondays & Wednesdays 
Blue Coat C.E. Academy, Birmingham Street, Walsall WS1 2ND 

Kids  6.00pm  -  7.00pm 
Adults  7.00pm  -  8.30pm 

Pregnancy YogaLates 
Class 

Pregnancy YogaLates 
Class 

mailto:chong.fouroaks@gmail.com
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0777 333 9214 
admin@luckybuntys.co.uk 

 

  

New Horizons Counselling Services.  

The Community Hall, Reay Nadin Drive, Sutton Coldfield.  

If you would like to know about our service ring the number above 

Or visit our web site www.newhorizonscounselling.org. 

WDC Service Solutions Ltd 
Complete Door Security and Access Solutions 

WDC can repair the following products: UPVC WINDOWS, 
HANDLES, HINGES, LOCKS, ROLLERS FOR PATIO DOORS, 

SECURITY, UPGRADES, REPAIRS TO UPVC DOORS, TIMBER 
DOOR REPAIRS, REPLACEMENT DOORS, GARAGE DOOR 

REPAIRS, REPAIR OR REPLACE, FAULTY CABLES, HANDLES 
AND LOCKS, REMOTE CONTROLS, REPLACEMENT FOBS, 

NEW GARAGE DOOR SYSTEMS, FREE QUOTATIONS. 
www.wdcservicesolutions.com  service@wdcservicesolutions.com 

sales@wdcservicesolutions.com  T: 0121 285 3222 
Unit 16 C, Maybrook Business Park, Maybrook Road,  

Minworth. B76 1AL 

         

HATHA YOGA 
 

Banners Gate 
 

Community Hall, 
 

Thursdays 10.00 -11.00 a.m. 

Beginners class £5.50 per session 

Please call Tricia on 07954 403943.  

The Banners Gate Community Hall is 
available at various times during the week, 

including weekends. 
The hall is approx. 38’ x 21’  

(11.6m x 6.4m) 
The kitchen is approx. 11’ x 7’  

(3.4m x 2.2m) 
The Jarrett room is approx. 13’ x 8’  

(4m x 2.5m) 
The ladies has 2 cubicles and a nappy 

changing table.  There is a gents/disabled 
toilet. 

The building is step-free. 
For further booking information go to: 

www.bannersgatecommunityassociation.org 

Public Speaking for Absolute Beginners  
by Sally Jenkins 

Tips on constructing and presenting all types of 
speeches.  

Available on Amazon or direct from the author: 
sallysjenkins@btinternet.com   0121 354 9941 

Banners Gate Community  

Hall Coffee Mornings.  

The next is on 21st April 

and will be from 9.30 a.m. 

to noon - note new times. 

 

mailto:admin@luckybuntys.co.uk
http://www.newhorizonscounselling.org
http://www.bannersgatecommunityassociation.org
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SWIMMING LESSONS 
for ages 4 and upwards: 

Wednesday & Friday Evenings 
Local Pools ~ All Abilities 

Badge Work ~ Qualified Instructors 
0121 353 6616 

www.swimminglessonsinsuttoncoldfield.co.uk 

Plastering internal & external 
specialist 
Includes: Dry lining  -  Plaster 
boarding  -  Artex re-skimming  -  
Replacement walls & ceilings  -  
Painting / Decorating  -  Carpentry 
 

Lee Nugent 
 

36 Banners Gate Road 
Sutton Coldfield  B73 6RX 

Office: 0121 354 5446 
Mobile: 07934 15 19 20 
Lee.nugent1@virginmedia.com 

           0 – 13 months 
    Baby Development Class 
 

Wednesdays 9.30, 11.00 and 12.30 
 

 

Music, singing, exercise, massage, signing, light shows, bubbles, 
bells, tickly feathers  and many more!!   For more details:  

 

Call Tracy Jones on 07753 82 56 22 
 

Email: suttoncoldfield@babysensory.co.uk 

www.rhythmcircle.co.uk 

HOME TUITION 
 

Key Stage Two SATs tuition:  
English comprehension, spelling, punctuation, and grammar.  

 

Spanish and French: leisure courses and 
exam preparation to GCSE and A-level.  

 

Tracy:  0780 329 3351 

 

Create the best party possible for your little ones 
Birthdays, Weddings, Christenings, Fetes, School Workshops, Plays and much more 

We can cater for anything including: Full Party Entertainment, Mascots, Soft Play, Bouncy Castles, Face 
Painting, 

and Pamper Parties    Facebook: Lucky Buntys Twitter: @LuckyBuntys 

206 Westwood Road B73 6UQ  0770 7006802 

mailto:Lee,nugent1@virginmedia.com
mailto:suttoncoldfield@babysensory.co.uk
http://www.rhythmcircle.co.uk
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 Lovelight crystals and healing gemstone 
jewellery available at Bert and Gerts!  

 

WWW.BERTANDGERTS.CO.UK 

 
Calebs Rainbows is the dream of 
Rosemary Ferrell a great grandmother 
with a passion for making beautiful dolls 
with a story. “Every doll is different”. 
Rosemary loves all things creative, be it 
sewing, knitting, drawing, or baking and 
she has, having been to college, 
decided to turn her hobby into a 
business as there is a demand for her 
products. 

https://bertandgerts.co.uk/


Banners Gate Community Church - Events 

 
Monday, Thursday, Friday - Baby Phonics 

Contact email: Jenna@robotreg.co.uk for times and availability  

 
Tuesday and Wednesday - Baby Sensory 

Contact Tracy at email: suttoncoldfield@babysensory.co.uk for times and 
availability 

 

 

Please visit our website at  

 

https://www.bannersgatechurch.com/ 

The Scout Hut  -  Coppice View Road  -  Sutton Coldfield  -  B73 6UE. 

Tai Chi Class 

Every Tuesday morning at 11.45 to 12.45. 

The cost is £5 per person. Everyone is welcome and all abilities  

are catered for in a relaxing and enjoyable environment. 

If anyone needs further details, please contact me on  

01543 480151 

 St Columba’s Church Hall 
 

Hall letting for St Columba’s Church.  
 

Weekday lettings are available for the large Church Hall which includes a  
well equipped kitchen.  

 

Entrance to the hall is step free and is suitable for wheel chair access 
throughout the premises. 

 
Male, Female and disabled toilet facilities  

 
All enquiries to Alison via email please.  

 
st.columbahall@yahoo.com 

105 

mailto:Jenna@robotreg.co.uk
mailto:suttoncoldfield@babysensory.co.uk
https://www.bannersgatechurch.com/
mailto:st.columbahall@yahoo.com


Bookings 

Banners Gate Community Hall  -  Coffee Mornings, third Tuesday of the month 

The next is on 21st April -  at 9.30 to noon, please note new times. 
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welcome          what’s on            hire our hall           view our hall             committee           contact           links 

As a community hall we are trying to create activities for the benefit of the 
community so if you have any ideas in that direction, please get in touch and 

share those ideas with us—no obligation. 
If you need any information please message on 07964 213 229 

https://www.bannersgatecommunityassociation.org/bg2/hallhire.php
https://www.bannersgatecommunityassociation.org/bg2/index.php
https://www.bannersgatecommunityassociation.org/bg2/whatson.php
https://www.bannersgatecommunityassociation.org/bg2/hallhire.php
https://www.bannersgatecommunityassociation.org/bg2/viewourhall.php
https://www.bannersgatecommunityassociation.org/bg2/contact.php
https://www.bannersgatecommunityassociation.org/bg2/links.php
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Useful telephone 
numbers 

  Sutton and Kingstanding 

Police: 101 

Good Hope: 424 2000 

Outpatients: 424 2000 

NHS Health helpline: 

Call 111 it’s 24/7 

Citizens Advice 

03444 111 444 

BANNERS GATE 
COUNSELLING CENTRE 

 

Accessible and Affordable 
Counselling to Adults in the 

Community.  The Upper Room 
St. Michael’s House 
198 Boldmere Road 

Sutton Coldfield 
Tel : 0121 354 6544 
For information or an 

appointment please ring after 
10 a.m. daily, except 

Wednesday 

Banners Gate 
Community hall 
Coffee Mornings 

The next is on 
21st Aptil starting 
at 9.30a.m. until 

noon, please note 
new times. 

DAY/TIME ACTIVITY VENUE CONTACT TEL. 

Sun  (last) 10.30 –2.30 pm 
10.00 am 

10.30 am (fortnightly) 
11.00 am 

7.30—8.30pm 
 

Create at Gate with K & S 
Family Communion 
Sunday Gathering 
Chikara Karate Kai 
Soul Yoga –last Sunday 
 

Community Hall 
St. Columba's 
Banners Gate CC 
Scout Hall 
Community Hall 

Kathy Weston 
 
Nigel Willis 
Paul Murphy    07837 
Cath Hussey 

628 6651 
354 5873 
353 0230 
39 57 89 
 

Mon                           .                     
11.00 to  6.45pm 

 
7.30 – 9.00 pm                      

Sign Language Classes 
Sign Language Classes 
Sign Language Classes 
Line Dancing 

Community Hall 
Community Hall 
Community Hall 
Community Hall 

Shakila Kosar       07825 
Shakila Kosar       07825 
Shakila Kosar       07825 
Diane Pursall 

255042 
255042 
255042 
747 4659 

Tues                6.00—7.00         
  9.15 -  2.00pm.    

3rd Tues 9.15 - 12.00pm 
11.45am  - 12.45pm 

 6.30 – 9.00  
7.45 pm 

 

Soul Yoga 
Born to Spa, Baby Spa 
Coffee Morning 3rd Tuesdays 
Tai Chi 
Line Dancing 
Chikara Karate Kai 

Community Hall 
Community Hall 
Community Hall 
Scout Hut 
Community Hall 
St. Columba's 

 
Anna Madge      07833 
Dave Cockbill 
Neil  Rankine    07721 
Diane Pursall 
Paul Murphy       07837 

 
45 70 74 
 
67 09 13 
747 4659 
39 57 89 

Wed          9.30, 11.00 &12 
10.30 - 12.00 
6.30 — 7.30 

7.00 pm 

Baby Sensory 
Guide Dog Training 
Dance Fitness 
SlimmingWorld 

Banners Gate CC 
Community Hall 
Community Hall 
St Columba’s 

Tracy Jones     0775 
Madge Nightingale 
 
Karen                07759 

82 56 22 
360 0286  
 
17 02 89 

                                                       
Thurs      10.00—11.00 am 

7.30   on last Thursday  
6.30 – 9.45 pm 

(3rd of each month) 7.00 pm 
 

 
Yoga 
Neighbourhood Forum 
Zig Zag Dance Studio 
Townswomen's Guild 
 

 
Community Hall 
Community Hall 
St. Columba's  
Banners Gate CC 
 

  
Tricia                  07954 
Tony Willis 
 Warren               01902 
Janice Jones       07955 
 

 
40 39 43 
605 4947 
897 900 
65 59 10 
 

Fri               11.30  -  3.30                     
5.00—6.30pm 

7.00  -  8.00  pm       
 

 Sign language Classes 
Repertoire Dance Studio 
Sign Language Classes 
 

Community Hall 
Community Hall 
Community Hall 
 

Shakila Kosar       07825 
Chloe Lloyd          07729 
Shakila Kosar       07825 
                  

25 50 42 
47 79 46 
25 50 42 
 

Saturday            9—10am Soul Yoga Community Hall                            

Girlguiding gives girls and young women a voice.....has done so for 100 years.....be part of the next 100 
Could you spare 1½ hours a week to help with the St Columba’s Guide unit? Gain real satisfaction in volunteering and helping to ensure 

girls in Banners Gate aged 10 – 14 can continue to enjoy games, projects, badges and outings at Guides. 
There are also places available in both Brownie units in September for girls aged 7 or 8. 

For more information contact Carol Gardner on 350 7191. 
 

      Day/Time                   Activity                     Venue                       Contact                   Tel 
Mon 6.00 - 7.30pm    39th Brownies     St Columba's Hall                                          354 5873 
Tues 6.00 - 7.30pm   45th Brownies     St Columba's Hall           Carol Gardner        350 7191 
Thurs 5.00 - 6.00pm  39th Rainbows    St Columba's Hall                                          354 5873 

33rd Sutton Coldfield Scout Group,  
H.Q. Coppice View Road 

Monday    Beavers  5.30 p.m. – 6.45 p.m. ages 6 – 8 years 
      Scouts     7.00 p.m. – 9.00 p.m. ages 10 ½ – 14 years 
Tuesday    Beavers  5.40 p.m. – 6.40 p.m. ages 6 – 8 years 
      Cubs       7.00 p.m. – 8.30 p.m. ages 8 – 10 ½ years 
Thursday  Cubs       7.00 p.m. – 8.30 p.m. ages 8 – 10 ½ years 

Contact 0121 353 5203 
Email: margaretdrummond1@btinternet.com 

Banners Gate Ladies Circle 
This is the name of the previously named 
Townswomen's Guild.  Contact details, 

meeting days and times remain the same. 
Hopefully next month will let you know how 

we will be going forward as our new 
group.   

Thurs. 16th April - Beetle Drive 
Thurs. 21st May - English Gardens. 

Our vibrant Guild meets on the 3rd 

Thursday of the month, 7.00 - 10.00 in the 
Westwood Hall, Banners Gate 

Community Church. 
Janice Jones 07955 65 59 10 

The 18th Sutton Coldfield West 
Scout Group and the 15th 
Sutton Coldfield West Scout 
Group have merged and are 
now named the 33rd  
Headquarters are at the Scout 
Hut, Coppice View Road.  
B73 6UE. 

 

 

St Columba’s 
Church 

Coffee Morning 

Every Friday of  
the month 

10.00  -  Noon 

All Welcome 

For details see website at www.stcolumbasbannersgate.co.uk www.bannersgatechurch.com

Banners Gate Community Church 

 Westwood Road. B73 6UH 

We meet weekly on Sunday mornings from 

10.30am for fellowship, worship, prayer 

and learning together in an informal setting, 

with other gatherings throughout the week. 

To find out more visit our website at 

www.bannersgatechurch.com. 

UNIFORMED ORGANISATIONS: 
Scouts:  Margaret Drummond,  33rd GSL    
353 5203    Girlguiding: Carol Gardner, 
Vesey West District Commissioner  350 7191 

BOOKING SECRETARIES: 
Community Hall mobile:  075 65 54 68 21 
Banners Gate CC - Nigel Willis   07711 284562  
St. Columba's     -   Alison Jolley st.columbahall@yahoo.com 
Scout Hall           -   A & R Talliss  353 8166 

http://www.stcolumbasbannersgate.co.uk
http://www.bannersgatechurch.com
http://www.bannersgatechurch.com/
mailto:st.columbahall@yahoo.com

