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Rob Pocock:   
LOCAL POLICE SET UP 
‘OPERATION GREENWAY’! 
 
Troublesome off-road motorbikes 
have been a persistent problem 

on The Greenway for many years, But 
things have worsened over the last year or 
so. Residents have been persistently 
plagued by nuisance from a particular group 
of organised local troublemakers, mainly 
from the Kingstanding side of The 
Greenway. 
 
I’ve had great difficulty getting the local 
Neighbourhood Police to take an interest, 
and to get the Council Departments to play 
ball too. But the good news is that we now 
have a new and larger Sutton Vesey 
Neighbourhood Policing team, led by Sgt 
Charlotte Price and PC Ben Cordell. They 
have been out on site recently talking to 
residents and getting a grip on the problem 
at last.  
 
I’ve been working alongside their 
enthusiastic new leadership and they have 
agreed to mount a coordinated action under 
the banner of ‘Operation Greenway’ 
involving both the Kingstanding and Sutton 

Vesey neighbourhood teams. Last week we 
had a further joint meeting between myself, 
the police, and Council officers from 
Housing, Youth Offending, Parks and 
Highways departments. All these agencies 
need to be part of a long-term solution. 
Operation Greenway will involve not just a 
police patrolling operation, it involves 
tracking down and dealing with the 
offenders long term. And also possible 
physical measures to deter bikes from 
getting onto the Greenway too.  
 
The recent problems were apparently 
triggered by the accidental death of one 
young driver in a police incident which has 
led to a ‘shrine’ being created on the site 
too. Thanks to the networking done by the 
Police, it now appears family members of 
the deceased are now calling on the 
troublemakers to call it a day and quit their 
nuisance activities too. 
 
If problems continue please log them with 
the Police under the special dedicated 
incident number that’s now been 
established, 20/174969/26, using either the 
101 call line or the chat icon on West 
Midlands Police website. Hopefully this 
concerted effort by a range of authorities will 
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get on top of the problem. It may take some 
time to fully bear fruit, but the good news is 
that there is strong leadership being shown 
over the problem now. 
 
We all hope that many warm summer 
evenings are shortly on the way, let’s hope 
they will be quiet and peaceful evenings too! 
 

 
  Max Hatton:  

Here is my text for the Gatepost this 
month 

Hello Gatepost readers! What a 
glorious start to the month! After 

what felt like an endless grey winter, Sutton 
Coldfield has been bathed in glorious spring 
sunshine these past few weeks. Blue skies, 
warm days, and that unmistakable feeling 
that summer is just around the corner have 
lifted everyone’s spirits. Whether you’ve been 
enjoying morning walks in the park, al fresco 
coffees, or simply pottering in the garden, it’s 
been a welcome reminder of how wonderful 
our local green spaces can be. 

Speaking of gardens, don’t forget No Mow 
May is now underway! Leaving your lawn to 
grow this month supports bees, butterflies, 
and other vital pollinators at a critical time in 
their life cycle. Many residents are already 
taking part, and the results are proving both 
beautiful and beneficial for local wildlife. Why 

not join in? Your mower can take a well-
earned rest while nature puts on its own 
colourful show. 

Town centre news continues to be 
encouraging too. The arrival of the 
new Harvey Norman store has been a 
real boost, bringing fresh energy and an 
impressive range of home and lifestyle 
products right into the heart of Sutton 
Coldfield. Combined with the existing mix 
of independent shops, cafés, and familiar 
high-street names, the centre feels 
vibrant and convenient once again. It’s 
lovely to see people enjoying the 
improved public spaces, benches, and 
that sense of community pride returning 
to our high street. 

Looking ahead, mark your calendars for 
the return of the ever-popular Boldmere 
Summer Festival on Saturday 7th 
June. Organised by local volunteers, this 
much-loved family event promises a 
fantastic day out with dozens of local 
vendors offering crafts, food, and unique 
gifts, plus children’s rides, inflatables, and 
brilliant live entertainment throughout the 
afternoon and evening. It’s the perfect 
opportunity to catch up with neighbours, 
support local businesses, and enjoy live 
music under the summer sky. 

Let’s make the most of this beautiful 
season together!  
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Don’t miss the PLANT SALE on page 7. 

New look Gatepost 

As and from April’s edition there will be a rearrangement of Gatepost content. 

Most of Gatepost and the Supplement is static, that is, little changes each month.  I 
have therefore decided to extract the items that do change from month to month and 
put them in the 40 pages printed edition.   

I will leave Gatepost and the Supplement on the internet because I have been thanked 
several times for leaving, for example, adverts for treatment of dementia when a 
relative is diagnosed and the associated advert was remembered and looked up. 



John Cooper  

Royal Sutton Coldfield Town Councillor  

 johncooper@suttoncoldfieldtowncouncil.gov.uk 
 

Well here we are May ’26 a time of change for us all. 

Royal Sutton Coldfield is a wonderful place to live, we have Sutton 
Park, somewhere many people attracted to the Town settle 
because of its wide offering of something special for each and 
everyone. 

The park should be cherished by all; residents, people from outside 
the Town, anyone passing through. This relationship has another 
side to it one that urgently needs to be upheld, we as users are in 
some ways neglectful of its needs but not as neglectful as those 
who are the temporary custodians of this magnificent natural asset.  

The Park is a SSSI and NNR, nationally recognised as extremely 
valuable and also recognised as declining. The Park Rangers do a 
wonderful job but with limited resources, manpower and finance 
they can only hope to fight off some of the decline, without averting 
the decline. 

The Town Council recently funded an investigation into aspects of 
the Roman Road that runs through the park picking it up around 
Rose Cottage location of Rose Gate and travelling through what is 
now a Golf Course and onto around Streetly Gate. This 
investigation whilst completed by Leicester University some time 
ago is not yet fully available for examination. The Roman Road in 
Sutton Park is recognised as being one of the best examples of 
such structures in the country. If you were to go there you will not 
see one single “POT HOLE” unlike the roads that surround the 
Park, Town and City. 

 
johncooper@suttoncoldfieldtowncouncil.gov.uk 

John.cooper@suttoncoldfieldtowncouncil.gov.uk 

https://suttoncoldfieldtowncouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/
uploads/2024/10/Strategic-Plan-Consultation.pdf 

townrangers@suttoncoldfieldtowncouncil.gov.uk  

johncooper@suttoncoldfieldtowncouncil.gov.uk 
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Please read carefully as this includes a lot of information about the Summer Festival.  If you have 
a neighbouring business or organisation that is new to Boldmere, please ask them to email 
us info@boldmere.org so we can pass on information to them in the future.  
This year’s Summer festival will take place on Sunday 7th June 2026 from 1pm to 6pm with the 
road closed from 10am to 9pm.  Details of the event are at https://www.boldmere.org/community-
festivals/summer-2026/    
 
Boldmere Businesses Booking Gazebos and Pitch Space 
 We always give priority to Boldmere’s own businesses and organisations and so we would urge 
you to fill in the form at www.boldmere.org/stalls to let us know if you would like to book pitch 
space from us.  Boldmere businesses hiring pitch space get a gazebo included free of charge if 
you don’t have your own.  We need to know by the end of March so that we can then allocate any 
remaining gazebos and pitch space to other stalls.  I’d also like to welcome Alexandria to the team 
who will be managing the stalls for this festival and thank Sophie for her efforts for the previous 2 
festivals.  
 
A Risky Summer Festival 
 We are taking a risk with this festival as we haven’t yet secured funding.  We had to cancel 
Christmas 2025 due to a lack of funding.  If we don’t get grant funding for this festival or 
contributions from businesses on the street that benefit most from the festival then we will most 
likely exhaust all of our reserves which will make it extremely difficult to attract grant funding in the 
future and therefore mean an end to the festivals and most likely Boldmere Futures CIC which 
does so much to keep Boldmere buzzing for everyone.     
If you are interested in sponsoring the event, please contact info@boldmere.org  
  
Would you like to Volunteer to help? 
 We are always looking for people who have a passion for Boldmere to join us at Boldmere 
Futures CIC (a not-for-profit community group) or to help with the running of festivals.  If you could 
help with the festivals, please have a look at www.boldmere.org/volunteer where there is further 
information and a very short application form to fill in.  If you are interested in helping Boldmere 
Futures CIC as a wider organisation beyond the festivals, then please email info@boldmere.org 
  
 Kind regards 
On behalf of Boldmere Futures CIC,  Paul Long,  Event Manager 
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St Columba’s Hall Hire 
Tables & chairs to accommodate 80 people in comfort 

Hall 12m x 12m 

Adjoining Kitchen 4.7m x 3.2m is also available for hire when 
booking hall 

Ideal venue for leisure activities e.g., dance groups, keep fit, etc. 

Available for one-off events as well as regular bookings 

Bookings available 52 weeks of the year including Saturdays 

Facilities 

Large easy access car park with 32 spaces 

Ground level wheelchair access to all areas 

Male / female/ disabled toilets 

A Kitchen is available for hire. Suitable for light refreshments 

Please contact Alison Jolley, email: st.columbahall@yahoo.com 

for further details. 
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Maria Mitchell. Tropic 
Skincare Ambassador. 
07400894034. 
Flf7b@yahoo.co.uk. 
Contact me to discuss 
products, book a 
pamper party or 
discuss possibilities for 
fundraising events. 
Tropic is an ethical 
company that is 
certified vegan and 
organic. 
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15 Thank you Terry W 
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Saving the Heather 
 

Purple Horizons Nature Recovery Project was launched by Lichfield and 
Walsall Councils, funded by Natural England and supported by various 
other agencies.  The aim is to restore as much of the ancient heathland that 
once covered the area between Cannock Chase in South Staffordshire and 
Sutton Park. Small areas still exist and it is hoped to preserve and improve 
these, creating a corridor for wildlife between the two main sites.  

In August 2022 I noticed an area of heather King George V Playing Field off 
Sutton Oak Rd, close to the Millenium Wood, which is in direct line between 
Sutton Park and Barr Beacon, one of the main sites in the corridor. We’ve 
since heard that it was always there, but persistent mowing has almost 
eliminated it.  Since then Friends of King George V Playing Field have been 
trying to stop BCC mowing the heather but, in spite of messages to the 
Wildlife Trust (who were keen to preserve the heather), the BCC Parks 
Services Manager, our local councillors and anyone else we thought could 
help, the message never got to the man driving the mower, nothing 
happened and the heather continued to be mown – until 15

th
 April this year 

that is.  On that date a meeting was held on the field between the Friends 
group, a city councillor, one of the BCC parks managers and the man in 
charge of mowing.  Finally, the situation could be explained to the person 
actually doing the work and, this week, the field was mown but the heather 
wasn’t.  We look forward to seeing a small Purple Horizon on our field. 
Watch this space!!! 

For more information on the Purple Horizon project click or just Google it, 
there’s a lot of information online.  It’s 
also well worth going to Barr Beacon to 
see what they’re doing to improve their 
heathland. 

The heather as it is now and how we 
hope to see it in the future. 

https://naturalengland.blog.gov.uk/2024/12/04/purple-horizons-nature-recovery-project-helping-a-post-industrial-landscape-bloom-and-buzz/
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Cartoons  from Chris. Thank you Chris W 
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Here’s your quiz - some hard, but look upon it as education. 
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1.Durum. 2. Cheese. 3.Blackcurrants. 4.Cauliflower. 5.Victoria sandwich. 6.whole 

lemon. 7.New South Wales. 8.Bear. 9.Mexico. 10.Cyprus. 11.Redcurrant. 12.Czech 

Republic. 13.Linguini. 14.Honey. 15.Delia Smith. 16.(Hot dog or Vienna) sausage.  

17.Mackeson. 18.Salmon. 19.Cointreau. 20.Vegetables. 

Answers 

1. What type of wheat is generally used to make pasta? 
2. If you were a Turophile of what foodstuff would you be a 
lover? 
3. The sweet red liquor, Creme de Cassis is made from which 
fruit? 
4. What foodstuff did Mark Twain describe as "a cabbage with 
a college education"? 
5. What cake consisting of two layers of sponge filled with jam 
is named after a British Queen? 
6. What fruit can be found in the centre of a Sussex Pond 
Pudding? 
7. In which Australian state is the wine growing region of 
Hunter Valley? 
8. What animal features on the logo for Toblerone chocolate? 
9. Consisting of a sweet or savoury covered in corn dough and 
wrapped in corn husks or banana leaves, Tamales are normally 
associated with which country? 
10.On which Mediterranean island did Halloumi cheese 
originate? 
11.From what fruit is Cumberland Sauce traditionally made? 
12.In which European country did Pilsner beer originate? 
13.What type of pasta translates from the Italian as "Little 
Tongues"? 
14.What foodstuff if stored properly can last indefinitely? 
15.Which famous TV cook was a long-time major shareholder 
in Norwich City football club? 
16.In the USA what is a Weiner? 
17.Which beer was advertised on TV using the slogan, "Looks 
good, tastes good and by golly it does you good"? 
18.The Nordic dish of Gravlax is usually made with which fish? 
19.What liqueur is added to brandy in making a "Sidecar" 
cocktail? 
20.Translating from the Italian as "little bundles" or "little 
parcels", what are Fagottini usually filled with? 
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Weekly round-up from Sutton Vesey NHT 

• Online meeting with partners with regards to The Greenway (more updates to 
follow with regards to this). Several walk throughs have been conducted and 
residents liaised with. 

• A couple of arrests during the set male arrested for robbery and failing to 
appear at court, males arrested for having a large amount of money unaccounted 
for, assisted with male being arrested for public indecency and racially aggravated 
offences. Male arrested for a immigration offence. 

• Reassurance visits completed. 

• Schools patrols 

• Drop in meetings conducted 

• Joint visits with the Birmingham City Council officers to serve warning letters. 
Burnt out vehicle reported to Birmingham City Council which was promptly 
recovered from Browns Drive.  

 

Upcoming Police & Community Engagements  
·  Event Name: Communitea Cafe Police Surgery 

 Date/Time: 11:00AM - 12:00PM, Wed 29th April 2026 

 Location: Communitea Cafe Boldmere Road, Sutton Coldfield 
Details: Neighbourhood surgery for residents to speak to local PCSO 
·  Event Name: Sweetfields Police Surgery 

 Date/Time: 11:00AM - 12:00PM, Thu 30th April 2026 

 Location:  141 Sutton Road, Wylde Green, Sutton Coldfield 
Details: Neighbourhood surgery for residents to speak to local PCSO 
·  Event Name: Sutton Rose Police Surgery 

 Date/Time: 11:00AM - 12:00PM, Wed 06th May 2026 

 Location: Sutton Rose Care Home Bistro,St Michael's Rd, Sutton Coldfield 
B73 5FU 

 Details: Neighbourhood surgery for residents to speak to local PCSO 

 

How to Contact Us or Report Information  
·  Non-Emergency: 101 
·  Emergency: 999 / 112 (if crime in progress or immediate danger) 
·  Report Online: West Midlands Police 
·  Anonymous Reporting: Crimestoppers 

https://s-url.co/-tYtAA
https://s-url.co/-9YtAA
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West Midlands Fire and Rescue Authority’s 
Appointments, Standards and Appeal Committee, 

has recommended that Deputy Assistant 
Commissioner Paul Askew of London Fire Brigade 
be appointed as West Midlands Fire Service’s 

Deputy Chief Fire Officer. 
 
Paul has served with the London Fire Brigade 

(LFB) since 2001, following earlier service in the 
British Army. He has been Deputy Assistant 
Commissioner since 2023, initially leading the 

development and implementation of operational fire 
tactics, policies, and capabilities in response to 
emerging environmental risks. This role included 

responsibility for hazardous materials policy, specialist teams, and research and development 
activity. 
 

He subsequently assumed command of the North West area, with responsibility for the safety of 
2.7 million residents across 28 fire stations serving nine London boroughs. 
 

Chief Fire Officer Simon Tuhill said: “During a competitive process, Paul’s experience, attitude 
and track record of making considered and effective decisions stood out and will be a great 

asset to our brigade. 
 
“Our paths crossed at LFB, and I know him to be an excellent professional, a great commander 

and someone who will be a huge asset to the West Midlands. 
 
“It would be remiss of me not to thank our interim Deputy Chief Fire Officer, Simon Barry, for the 

calm and meaningful leadership, support and guidance he has given the service in both difficult 
and transitional periods for us.” 
 

DAC Askew said: “It is a real privilege to be appointed to such a vital role in West Midlands Fire 
Service. I know some excellent leaders have taken this role on before, and I hope to have the 
same positive impact on the service and the West Midlands as they did." 

 
DAC Askew will join West Midlands Fire Service in the Spring. 
 

You can read the full announcement on our 
website: https://wmfs.link/4qYrvtk 

 at Saturday’s Litter Pick at King George V 
Playing Field. 

 

https://wmfs.link/4qYrvtk


 

Are you a good guesser? 
What are these objects. Answers on the bottom of next page. 

1 

2 

3 

Found at my local 
community park, 

no openings I 
could see, maybe 
15ft tall. 

Found this in the 
attic, made of wood 

and steel, 4-5 
inches, with other 
World War I 
memorabilia 

This 7-inch tin has 
a handle on the 

outside that turns a 
small, half cup at 
the bottom. What is 
this thing? 
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Answers from last page 

1. I am very certain this is for Chimney Swifts (birds)!  
They also nest on cliffs and other vertical places but 
prefer fully enclosed areas like chimneys and wells 
and such  

2That is a knife specifically for cutting this kind of 
tobacco. You could adjust it for the thickness of the 

plug that you bought. 

3. It's a retro Giusto Coffee Tin, from what I 
understand the flap worked as a flap for dispensing 

the coffee without using spoons, A Dossacafe Reddit 
Link showing how it works. 

Now at: Oscott Social Club 
Witton Lodge Road. B23 5LX 
Thursdays 8.30—8.45pm 
Fundamentals and techniques with 
practise time 
8.45—10pm 
With practise time 
Improvers / intermediate level 
Taking your tango to the next level 
*Please wear non-rubber sole shoes* 

https://www.reddit.com/r/mokapot/comments/1bjgz51/how_the_dosacaffe_works_from_my_previous_post/
https://www.reddit.com/r/mokapot/comments/1bjgz51/how_the_dosacaffe_works_from_my_previous_post/
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Things you may not know in Wales 

The breathtaking 180-foot-long archway is said to be the longest in the United Kingdom. It was 
planned by Henry Davis Pochin, the man who created the Bodnant Garden in 1875, and has been 
enchanting those who pass beneath the ceiling of dangling flowers ever since. 

Every spring, this mesmerizing flower arch blooms within a Welsh botanic garden. Golden flowers 
burst from the branches of the laburnum tree, draping downward to creating a tunnel capped by a 
lush ceiling of blossoms 

The Llechwedd 
Caverns in the 

town of 
Blaenau 
Ffestiniog have 

been 
transformed 
into a 

trampoline 
playground 
aptly named 

Bounce Below. 
Huge 
springy nets 

suspended 
underground 
propel visitors 

around the old 
mine to create 
a unique 

subterranean 
bounce park. 
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Simply School Supplies C.I.C is a community interest company 

committed to reducing inequalities in the school environment. In our first 

six months of operating, we have helped over 300 children with school 

uniforms. We do this by collecting and sorting pre-loved school uniforms 

and making them available through pop-ups, an online second-hand 

uniform shop, partnerships with local schools, and a referral scheme for 

local children's charities. Everything we do is to promote equal 

opportunities in the school environment for all children. 

This year, we aim to support 500 children, and we can only do this with 

your support. To meet our target, we need to raise £2,500 to purchase 

the branded items we do not have in stock. In the coming months, we will 

be fundraising at local craft fairs, conducting bucket collections at Asda 

Queslett, and partnering with local schools and charities to reach as 

many families as possible. 

This is your invitation to join our appeal, whether by simply following us 

on Facebook to help spread the word or by donating your old uniform at 

one of our donation points. More information about our events, donation 

points and volunteering opportunities can be found on our website at 

www.simplyschoolsupplies.co.uk. 

Any support is greatly appreciated. 

Nearest Donation Points: 

• St Columbas Church Hall Entrance - Friday and Sunday mornings. 

• ASDA Queslett - Trolley by Cafe Entrance, open 24 hours. 
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Book a household recycling 
centre appointment 

 
Unite the Union is currently taking industrial action, which may impact 
collections and waste disposal. 
See how this may affect your bin collections and what you can do with 
your waste. 
If you would like to know more, you can find more details on our Waste 
and recycling industrial action - FAQ for residents page. 
 
Sutton Coldfield 
Norris Way, B75 7BB 
Monday to Friday: 7:00am to 9:00pm 
Saturday and Sunday: 8:00am to 6:00pm 
 
Booking 
You can book: 

• not less than 2 hours before the time you want to attend the HRC 

• no more than 3 days before your visit 
2 visits at the same time - these could be on the same day or in the same 
week 

Your confirmation should be emailed to you within an hour. This email will 
tell you the 15-minute slot that you have been allocated. If you cannot see 
this email in your inbox, check your spam or junk folder. 
When you have 2 visits booked, you can book further visits from the day 
after you have attended the first visit. For example, if you book for Monday 
and Thursday then you can book your next visit from Tuesday. 
From Monday 12 May, the booking system will be temporarily removed 
from the Castle Bromwich HRC, and a pre-booked slot won't be required 
to visit the site. This is subject to change. You still need to bring proof of 
address to show you live in Birmingham. The booking system remains in 
place for the other 4 HRCs. 
 

Book an appointment 

You need to bring proof of address to show you live in Birmingham. This 
evidence could be: 

• driving licence 

• utility bill 
Council tax bill - paper or digital 

Read the instructions on the booking website carefully. For example, there 
are height restrictions at some sites. 

https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/industrialaction
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/industrialaction
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/industrialaction
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/industrialaction
https://www.veolia.co.uk/birmingham/household-recycling-centres
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YOUR LOCAL AUDIO NEWSPAPER - a real lifeline 
for hundreds, yes hundreds! of people across 
Birmingham. 
 

Birmingham Talking Newspaper For The Blind 
And Visually Impaired 

btnbvi.org 

When my own mother-in-law’s health was fading, we 
discovered this remarkable service and it gave her a 
new lease of life at 93! 

Do you know anyone who is partially sighted or blind? If 
so, they may benefit from listening to a local audio 
newspaper. Or indeed a monthly magazine and a 
history talk? This is a completely free of charge service, 
including the loan of equipment to allow you to listen to 
these articles. It is enjoyed by many people of all ages, 
some of whom are housebound. 

Blind and visually impaired people in the wider 
Birmingham area can obtain audio versions of local 
newspaper articles and a range of weekly and monthly 
audio magazines. These are provided free of charge for 
listeners who have registered with our service. 

You can apply by filling out the registration form which 
can be found at www.btnbvi.org. Or by contacting 0300 
330 1404 for more information. We will then explain the 
service that we provide, all completely free of charge. 

Please note that we never pass your information to 
anyone else and you can unsubscribe from our service 
at any time. 
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Banners Gate Community Hall 



Under the new Friends First Project, Age Concern Birmingham are now able to offer their Befriending 
Service across Birmingham city. 
On an assessed basis, our Community Reconnectors can provide up to 10 weeks support to individuals who 
may be isolated/vulnerable or feeling unconfident about accessing/ engaging in the wider community. 
This project also offers new social experiences/encourages new friendships through our tailored support. 
Further support is also offered through our new friendship groups situated in Sutton Coldfield and across 
the city. 
  
Please contact 0121 362 3650 for more information if: 
  
*You are feeling isolated, or would welcome the chance to meet new people in your community. 
*Maybe you already run a coffee morning/community group and would like to work with us to widen your 
reach. 
 *You would like to increase your social opportunities.   
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slimmingworld.co.uk 

sharedreading@foliosuttoncoldfield.org.uk 

 Classes at St Columba’s Church 
 

Monday  Brownies  6 o’clock 
Tuesday  Brownies  6 o’clock 
Thursday  Rainbows 
Friday  Coffee Morning, see above 
Sunday  Morning Worship 10 o’clock 

 

 Hope Food North Birmingham are currently looking for a new base 
in/around Sutton Coldfield.  We need it to store food and prepare 
food bags.  We would need access in the day and evening Monday 
to Friday.   We run 3 food banks weekly in Erdington, Falcon Lodge 
and Mere Green.   If anyone has any premises with vehicle access 
that they would think would suit us, please get in touch.  Thank you.  

 
T: 07869 822502   E: info@hopefood.org.uk 
 
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO SUPPORT OUR WORK PLEASE MAKE A DONATION USING THIS LINK: 

https://www.justgiving.com/hopefoodnb  
Hope Food – North Birmingham.  A charitable incorporated organisation registered in 
England.  Charity registration number 1195019.  Registered office 407 Jockey Road, Sutton 
Coldfield B73 5XH 

 St Columba’s Church Hall 
 

Hall letting for St Columba’s Church.  
 

Weekday lettings are available for the 
large Church Hall which includes a  

well equipped kitchen.  
 

Entrance to the hall is step free and is 
suitable for wheel chair access 

throughout the premises. 
 

Male, Female and disabled toilet facilities  
 

All enquiries to Alison via email please.  
 

st.columbahall@yahoo.com 

10:00 -12:00 

Not on 
Friday 29th 
December 

http://www.slimmingworld.co.uk
mailto:sharedreading@foliosuttoncoldfield.org.uk
mailto:info@hopefood.org.uk
https://www.justgiving.com/hopefoodnb
https://www.justgiving.com/hopefoodnb
mailto:st.columbahall@yahoo.com
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St Columba’s Church hall 
Banners Gate Road/
Chester Road North 
Sutton Coldfield B73 6TX 

helenwilliamsmusic@gmail.com 
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Do you have an 
advertisement for this 

space, it’s free. 
Email 

bgatepost@gmail.com 

mailto:helenwilliamsmusic@gmail.com
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www.scurc.org.uk 

http://www.scurc.org.uk
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www.suttoncoldfieldsocietyofartists.co.uk 

If you are of a different bent, you may be interested in the two links below, sent in by John S. 

http://messybeast.com/dragonqueen/real-haynes.htm 
 

Also, I'm going to assume you've heard this but just in case: 
https://www.airliners.net/forum/viewtopic.php?t=1113747 

http://www.suttoncoldfieldsocietyofartists.co.uk
http://messybeast.com/dragonqueen/real-haynes.htm
https://www.airliners.net/forum/viewtopic.php?t=1113747
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Just in case you missed it, see page 10 for a competition. 
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HANDBOOK: 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100086596932293 

https://birmingham.connecttosupport.org/ 

https://www.calameo.com/read/00067546760ea7e9396a0
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100086596932293
https://birmingham.connecttosupport.org/
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www.applyforleap.org.uk 

https://applyforleap.org.uk/
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Criminals are experts at impersonating people or organisations (like 
banks, the tax office or even the police).  

They spend hours researching you for their scams, hoping you’ll let 
your guard down for just a moment. Stop and think. It could protect 
you and your money.  

Stop: Taking a moment to stop and think before parting with your 
money or information could keep you safe.  

Challenge: Could it be fake? It’s OK to reject, refuse or ignore any 
requests. Only criminals will try to rush or panic you.  

Protect: Contact your bank immediately if you think you’ve fallen for a 
scam and report it to Action Fraud here: Action Fraud 

For more information please click on the link below or see the attached 
Phone Scams Booklet 

45788196-0bc9-42a4-87cc-371f2710914e.pdf 
(neighbourhoodalert.co.uk)  

 

Attachments 
Phone Scams Booklet - Final.pdf  
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https://s-url.co/tmceAA
https://s-url.co/wV8eAA
https://s-url.co/wV8eAA
https://members.wmnow.co.uk/AlertMessage/Attachment/E8603F5E1E1A36724005CAC1AEA5C9EA


 

Action on ASB - Have your say on antisocial behaviour 
in your community 

We’re launching a new survey in partnership with the Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner 
to capture your thoughts and concerns about antisocial behaviour in your community.   
 
  We've developed a plan to reduce antisocial behaviour for 2026 onwards, and your views are 
central to helping this plan continue to grow and work effectively for our communities.    
  
The survey will give you the opportunity to share your experiences and ideas to help ensure the 
plan reflects the needs of our community, and how well police are delivering a service for you.    
 
  Antisocial behaviour can have a real impact on how safe people feel where they live. By taking 
part in the survey, you can help West Midlands Police identify what matters most in your area and 
where action should be focused.   
 
  The survey will be open throughout February, and  
 
  Feedback from the survey will directly inform the approach taken by West Midlands Police and 
partners to reduce and prevent antisocial behaviour moving forward.   
 
  To have your say, complete the survey before 28 February: 

Please click here to complete the survey 
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https://survey.wmnow.co.uk/Survey/HASH/648CE27F34B4325678F2E1FC3EBAB758


 

Protect yourself from courier fraud 
Criminals are targeting people by posing as police officers and banks to steal life 
savings and we need your help to stop them. 

Courier fraud relies entirely on fear and urgency. A caller will claim to be a police 
officer or a bank official and tell you that your account is at risk or that your 
identity has been stolen. They might ask for your bank card PIN, tell you to 
withdraw or transfer large sums of money, or even pressure you into buying 
luxury items like gold, jewellery, or high-end electronics. 

They often claim this is part of a secret investigation to catch a corrupt bank 
employee. Once you have the money or goods, they send a courier to your door 
to collect them. 

It is important to remember that the police or your bank will never ask for your 
PIN, tell you to withdraw or transfer money, or send someone to your home to 
collect money or valuables. They will also never ask you to move your savings 
into a so-called safe account. 

If you receive a call like this, the best thing you can do is hang up immediately. 

If you have already been targeted by this scam, please know that this is not your 
fault. These fraudsters are professional manipulators who are trained to deceive. 

Support is available for you and reporting the incident is the most effective way 
to help us catch those responsible. If a courier is on the way or already at your 
door, call 999 immediately as this is a crime in progress. 

Please share this warning with your loved ones and keep a close eye on elderly 
family members or neighbours who may be more vulnerable to these tactics. 
 
Watch how fraudsters operate: Stay wise, don't compromise. 
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https://s-url.co/iswqAA
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What’s On at Streetly Community Library Autumn 2025 

 

1st Wednesday of each month 11-12 Adult Reading Group 

2nd Wednesday of each month 10.30-12 Poetry Group 

3rd Tuesday of each month 11-12 Crime Club Reading Group 

3rd Wednesday of each month 10-12 Knit, Stitch and Chat 

Every  Wednesday 10-12 Knit, Stitch & Chat Extra—drop in with your current project or just      

enjoy some company 

Every Friday during term time 10.30-11 Story & Rhyme Time 

Every Friday 10-11.30 Reading Friends Social Group—join us for a cuppa and a chat 

Every Saturday 1-3 Board Games Afternoon—something for all, drop in and play 

3rd Saturday of each month 9.30-11.30 and other Saturdays 11-1 Local Councillors’ Surgery—   

no appointment needed 

3rd Tuesday of each month 2-4 Resilient Communities Advice Surgery for Voluntary &             

Community Organisations - no appointment needed 

CV and job search help from Walsall Works - various dates available, please ask at the counter  

to book an appointment 

Tuesdays 30th September, 14th & 28th October 9.30-1 Citizens’ Advice Bus on Library Car Park—

no appointment needed 

Tuesdays 30th September, 14th & 28th October 10-12 Chess Club for Adults 

Saturdays 18th October, 1st, 15th & 29th November 2.30-3 Saturday Story Time 

 

Saturday 27th September 10-12 Mental Health drop-in—no appointment needed 

Saturday 27th September 11-12.30 Lego Fun 

Saturday 18th October 10-12 Mental Health Drop-in - no appointment needed 

Saturday 25th October 11-12.30 Lego Fun 

Saturday 8th November 10.30-11.20 & 11.30-12.20 Story Tent Workshops for children              

aged 3-7—free event, online booking essential 

 Blackwood Road, Streetly, B74 3PL      01922 654864      streetlylibrary@walsall.gov.uk 

mailto:streetlylibrary@walsall.gov.uk


 
Birmingham’s Mobile Library Service  

 
For over 30 years the Mobile Library has taken library services out into many 
diverse communities across the city. 

Everyone is welcome to join the Mobile Library. You can register with us, or 
you can use your existing Birmingham library card on the vehicle. You can 
borrow a maximum of 10 items at any one time (including items borrowed 
from our other libraries). The Mobile Library vehicle carries over 3,500 items 
of stock for adults, young people and children of all ages. The stock is 
changed frequently, and new items are added regularly. 

The Mobile Library has access to the full library catalogue. It operates a free 
reservation service for any items you may wish to order. You can return items 
from other Birmingham libraries at any Mobile Library stop too. The Mobile 
Library vehicle is also fitted with a lift allowing for easy access. 

Did you know that the service comes into the heart of our community? 

It currently operates every Tuesday between 10.00 – 11.00 parked 
outside Sutton Park Academy on Coppice View Road, B73 6UE. 

Go along and see what’s on board. Use it – Or lose it! 

For more information, please use one of the methods detailed below -  

Phone: 0121 464 6171    Mobile: 07766 923344 

Email: mobile.library.service@birmingham.gov.uk 

FaceBook: Mobile Library Service - Birmingham UK    Twitter: bhammobilelib 

www.birmingham.gov.uk/mobile-library 
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mailto:mobile.library.service@birmingham.gov.uk
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/mobile-library


 

Kingstanding Library 
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See next page 
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www.elimlifechurch.co.uk 

 
 

Your free advertisement 
could go here. 

 
Email 

bgatepost@gmail.com. 

https://www.elimlifechurch.co.uk/
mailto:bgatepost@gmail.com
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www.birmingham.gov.uk/warmwelcome 

www.birmingham.gov.uk/energyhelp 

www.birmingham.gov.uk/healthystart 

http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/foodhelp 

www.birmingham.gov.uk/school-meals 

www.birmingham.gov.uk/energyscam 

www.gov.uk/check-benefits-financial-support 

www.birmingham.gov.uk/debtadviceteam 

www.birmingham.gov.uk/helpinbrum 

www.theprojectbirmingham.org 

www.bcabs.org.uk 

www.disability.co.uk 

www.ageuk.org.uk/birmingham 

www.birminghammind.org 

www.moneyhelper.org.uk 

www.stoploansharks.co.uk 

www.turn2us.org.uk 

www.bswaid.org 

england.shelter.org.uk 

www.theaws.co.uk/listen-connect 

www.rmcentre.org.uk 

www.spitfireservices.org.uk 

It is time to use the magnifying icons at the bottom right of the screen. 

http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/warmwelcome
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/energyhelp
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/healthystart
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/foodhelp
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/school-meals
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/energyscam
http://www.gov.uk/check-benefits-financial-support
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/debtadviceteam
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/helpinbrum
http://www.theprojectbirmingham.org
http://www.bcabs.org.uk
http://www.disability.co.uk
http://www.ageuk.org.uk/birmingham
http://www.birminghammind.org
http://www.moneyhelper.org.uk
http://www.stoploansharks.co.uk
http://www.turn2us.org.uk
http://www.bswaid.org
http://england.shelter.org.uk
http://www.theaws.co.uk/listen-connect
http://www.rmcentre.org.uk
http://www.spitfireservices.org.uk
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Line Dancing 

Absolute Beginners Class 

to be held at 

Banners Gate Community Hall 

Tuesdays 5 - 6 pm 

Everyone welcome 

Please phone Diane 

On 07711 048 215 

For further information 
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www.ourplacesupport.org 

Email: adviceservice@ 
ourplacesupport.org 

@OurPlaceSupport 

communityconnectors@ourplacesupport.org 

Email: healandtransform@yahoo.com 

Website: www.healandtransform.co.uk 

http://www.ourplacesupport.org
mailto:adviceservice@%20ourplacesupport.org
mailto:adviceservice@%20ourplacesupport.org
mailto:communityconnectors@ourplacesupport.org
mailto:healandtransform@yahoo.com
https://www.healandtransform.co.uk/
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Here at the RSPB, we often say spring is nature’s party season. Birds are singing noisily, much-loved 
migrants like Swallows and Swifts are flying in, and everywhere new life is unfurling. 
 

It’s incredibly uplifting to savour these moments and why we’ll be celebrating International Dawn Chorus 
Day on 3 May. There’s nothing special you need to do – just open your window or head outdoors and 
enjoy the show. 
 

To get you in the mood, our expert Alex Wilkins answers all your birdsong questions. Discover why birds 
sing, the mechanics behind the melodies, and which bird has the loudest call. 
 
We also share our new advice on bird feeding. With the help of other experts, our scientists have taken a 
fresh look at what happens when we feed garden birds. To help protect bird health in the long term, we all 

need to make some urgent but simple changes to how we feed our garden birds. 
 

Thank you for your support. 

 
Siân Duncan 

Notes on Nature editor 
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Shop  Join 

Ask an RSPB expert 

https://click.email.rspb.org.uk/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4NTB9AAQAAAAAAA-C7KWbPCjmGMSKE67oty7MQxov3I3AR6xmN92xtaPulQHTBcF-r0UQ5adP-t0-0ZWsnpoDa83vDx18WByPeysbeoxnO0XZu6yHj1A
https://click.email.rspb.org.uk/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4NTB9AAQAAAAAAA-C7KWbPCjmGMSKE67oty7MQxov3I3AR6xmN92xtaPulQHTBcF-r0UQ5adP-t0-0ZWsnpoDa83vDx18WByPeysbeoxnO0XZu6yHj1A
https://shopping.rspb.org.uk/?utm_source=notes_on_nature_20250201&utm_medium=email&utm_term=notes_on_nature&utm_content=2&utm_campaign=notes_on_nature
https://www.rspb.org.uk/membership?utm_source=notes_on_nature_20250201&utm_medium=email&utm_term=notes_on_nature&utm_content=3&utm_campaign=notes_on_nature
https://www.rspb.org.uk/membership?utm_source=notes_on_nature_20250201&utm_medium=email&utm_term=notes_on_nature&utm_content=3&utm_campaign=notes_on_nature
https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/ask-an-rspb-expert/april?utm_source=notes_on_nature_20260418&utm_medium=email&utm_term=notes_on_nature&utm_content=5&utm_campaign=notes_on_nature


 

 

Sim-swap fraud warning 

Sim-swap fraud is when a scammer steals your phone number by tricking your 
network provider into transferring it to a Sim card they own. The scammer 
then attempts to hack into your accounts using one-time passwords sent via 
text. 

Recent cases point to weak email security opening the door to fraudsters, but 
are mobile networks doing enough to protect customers? Find out what's 
really happening and what you can do to protect yourself against this nasty 
scam. 

 

5 scam calls and texts to watch out for 

You're much more likely to answer a call or text that comes from a familiar 
contact, but criminals can use software to change the number displayed on 
your phone – they can even mimic your bank's phone number. 

This is known as number spoofing, and despite efforts by the government and 
mobile networks to stop it, fraudsters continue to exploit loopholes to carry out 
their schemes. We reveal the latest tactics and give you four ways to avoid 
number-spoofing scams. 

 

The rise of fake days out on social media 

We're warning social media users about a growing trend for fake days out. 
From Buckingham Palace markets to hot air balloon festivals, scammers are 
using AI images and videos to lure visitors to attractions that don’t exist.  

Our travel experts have investigated – they explain how to identify fake or AI-
generated social media posts, plus tips to buy event tickets safely. 

 

Scam sharer tool  

There's an easy way to make us aware of scams directly with 
our scam sharer tool. Tell us your experiences of phishing emails, 
fake texts, cold calls and other types of fraud.  
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https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4NjJ9AAYAAAAAAIyCPdMOljfnlMSs4Ivm9KFzdmm5DPYUnyvCmLBtUa96qvb8MiEfQXMCg2kxxPIkqf98w1gZQg6q4NkoVTSogPwJ1mTOO595ohqQsXu-2dscftk
https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4NjJ9AAYAAAAAAIyCPdMOljfnlMSs4Ivm9KFzdmm5DPYUnyvCmLBtUa96qvb8MiEfQXMCg2kxxPIkqf98w1gZQg6q4NkoVTSogPwJ1mTOO595ohqQsXu-2dscftk
https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4NjJ9AAYAAAAAAIyCPdMQ2hB9hsaYQTITYnR962TEuec05cOp0MyLlZXE00NV8ZEihSNhWgnYp_DhQQ7tMBBct9ake8fIDrvcEjX_icGyTxXi2Dic29hHXDyyA_0
https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4NjJ9AAYAAAAAAIyCPdMQ2hB9hsaYQTITYnR962TEuec05cOp0MyLlZXE00NV8ZEihSNhWgnYp_DhQQ7tMBBct9ake8fIDrvcEjX_icGyTxXi2Dic29hHXDyyA_0
https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4NjJ9AAYAAAAAAIyCPdMSra_WHtC2zPwdrz2TWxATgkkncPtZypXlIJoKuc1Y8s5xIePUWgjn-X3Yji2ez1skScfREgrpEs4zU1A_NuarkWENI4XhCt5aDvttf3I
https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4NjJ9AAYAAAAAAIyCPdMSra_WHtC2zPwdrz2TWxATgkkncPtZypXlIJoKuc1Y8s5xIePUWgjn-X3Yji2ez1skScfREgrpEs4zU1A_NuarkWENI4XhCt5aDvttf3I
https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=eyJkZWtJZCI6IjAzYWE1NWM5LTUzZTctNGI5OC04OWQ3LTcyYjY5YjZiNDA4YSIsImRla1ZlcnNpb24iOjEsIml2IjoieVJBanYybHc4cHVnamtNT2VSUUFFdz09IiwiY2lwaGVyVGV4dCI6IlgwQmpRa2JqSUNVR3lyY0xJaURlaENEWGlVMCtkY1E4dzlycUVjWTJybU1JRHp5cGI0bVF5Y1dHTWs3


 

How to screen calls and avoid scams  
 
You don’t need extra apps or technical know-how to fight scam calls, 
as your smartphone already has features designed to stop them  
 

If you own an Android, you can use Google Assistant to screen calls 
automatically. Similarly, iPhone users can try Apple's Call Screening 
feature. Our tech expert Tom Morgan talks you through how to do this, 
step by step – and he has tips for landlines, too.  
 

Getting rid of a PC? Keep your data safe  
 

If you're getting rid of an old Windows 10 computer, make sure you 
completely wipe your data. Otherwise, your personal files, passwords 
and photos could fall into the wrong hands.  
 

We take you through the process of resetting your Windows 10 
PC while keeping your files and data safe and secure – it's easier than 
you might think.  
 
 

Password reset emails: how to tell if they're genuine  
 
Instagram users are receiving emails from the platform telling them to 
reset their passwords. And because users didn’t request password 
changes, the emails have prompted worry and confusion.  
 

genuine. Our advice if you receive an email like this: log in to your 
account via the platform’s official website or app and change your 
password that way.  
 

Scam sharer tool  
 

There's an easy way to make us aware of scams directly with 
our scam sharer tool. Tell us your experiences of phishing emails, fake 
texts, cold calls and other types of fraud.  
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https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=eyJkZWtJZCI6ImYwODQxZTA0LTNhOTQtNGEwYi1iM2QyLWJkYWY5ZTVhZjlhNSIsImRla1ZlcnNpb24iOjEsIml2IjoiaEVOL2d6UE10RXNKNHNTRmxOSzR6QT09IiwiY2lwaGVyVGV4dCI6IjFGaHNjUzhxV1RULzhVL0pVWEtQODdabWdFWFNVVGY4VC9FandSTXMzWGxVcEk5c2lJZVJpQ3d2SDVp
https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=eyJkZWtJZCI6ImYwODQxZTA0LTNhOTQtNGEwYi1iM2QyLWJkYWY5ZTVhZjlhNSIsImRla1ZlcnNpb24iOjEsIml2IjoiaEVOL2d6UE10RXNKNHNTRmxOSzR6QT09IiwiY2lwaGVyVGV4dCI6IjFGaHNjUzhxV1RULzhVL0pVWEtQODdabWdFWFNVVGY4VC9FandSTXMzWGxVcEk5c2lJZVJpQ3d2SDVp
https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=eyJkZWtJZCI6IjlkYjI4Yzk0LTgwYzctNGU5ZS1hMjhmLTZlZWYxZWIzZWJkOSIsImRla1ZlcnNpb24iOjEsIml2IjoiK1VxQzVRN3crZyszK01BZ0dLOERJdz09IiwiY2lwaGVyVGV4dCI6InJ2cGxYV25HSy8wWEN4VVEzYVVhVVI1cjQwaFpvdUIrSlFPQjFwY0Jmamk4VzU1SGRVZmQwK3d6eSt2
https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=eyJkZWtJZCI6IjlkYjI4Yzk0LTgwYzctNGU5ZS1hMjhmLTZlZWYxZWIzZWJkOSIsImRla1ZlcnNpb24iOjEsIml2IjoiK1VxQzVRN3crZyszK01BZ0dLOERJdz09IiwiY2lwaGVyVGV4dCI6InJ2cGxYV25HSy8wWEN4VVEzYVVhVVI1cjQwaFpvdUIrSlFPQjFwY0Jmamk4VzU1SGRVZmQwK3d6eSt2
https://click.mail.which.co.uk/?qs=eyJkZWtJZCI6IjZhMWFhYWViLTk1NTEtNDRkOS1iODM3LTlhZmFkOGQwYjg3ZCIsImRla1ZlcnNpb24iOjEsIml2IjoiRXNBUXhjUGVsT1VJYmt0U1czbi8zZz09IiwiY2lwaGVyVGV4dCI6InJ1OEl2dXJXd0RLaGZuZG0wQmNwS2MxaEpxLytCUnBjZzNLVWhzcGVoRHFveDloNEtQRXBteFV2VzRh


72 

rachel.mackay@careuk.com 

www.healthystart.nhs.uk 

mailto:rachel.mackay@careuk.com
https://www.healthystart.nhs.uk/
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"W" (Double-u) 

 (an abbreviated term for a win) 

Founded in 2020, W was 
created for winners and the 
winning mentality that we stand 
for.  Whatever you are winning 
at in life, whether that's in work, 
sport or your own business, we 
want to celebrate that! 

To us, having that winning 
mentality is giving everything 

you've got in the face of 
adversity. 

Join the Winners Circle! 

Peter Wilson - Director & Founder 

double-u.co.uk 
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https://www.double-u.co.uk/
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CSAdultSocialCare@birmingham.gov.uk 

CSAdultSocialCare@birmingham.gov.uk 

mailto:CSAdultSocialCare@birmingham.gov.uk
mailto:CSAdultSocialCare@birmingham.gov.uk
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nasar.mahmood@bsettlement.org.uk 

www.birminghamsettlement.org.uk 

 

mailto:nasar.mahmood@bsettlement.org.uk
https://www.birminghamsettlement.org.uk/
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www.birminghamsettlement.org.uk 

 

www.birminghamsettlement.org.uk 

https://www.birminghamsettlement.org.uk/
https://www.birminghamsettlement.org.uk/
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Donate now 
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https://buddybagfoundation.co.uk/


80 

 
SUTTON COLDFIELD JAZZ CLUB 

At Boldmere Sports & Social Club 

323, Boldmere Road, Sutton Coldfield 

                                 West Midlands B73 5HQ 
      

 

Every Wednesday night: 8pm to 10.30pm (Doors open 7pm) 

All Welcome-Pay at the Door (No Club Membership Fee) 

Live Jazz Bands, Bar, Parking, Dancing & Socialising 

We look forward to seeing you to be entertained  

for a great night out. 

For details of the Bands playing and entrance price, please 
see our Facebook Page as listed below:  

https:/

 SUTTON COLDFIELD ACOUSTIC  
GUITAR CLUB 

At The Legion Club, Rectory Road, Sutton Coldfield 
West Midlands B75 7AL  

     
The First Tuesday of every month: 8pm to 10.30pm 

(Doors open 7.30pm) 
All Welcome- Guitarists, Guitar singers, and Listeners. 

Pay at the Door (No Club Membership Fee) £3.00 entrance fee 
Live Music, Bar, Parking, & Socialising 

We look forward to seeing you to be entertained  
for a great night out. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For more details, please see our Facebook Page as listed below:  

https://www.facebook.com/The-Sutton-Coldfield-Acoustic-
Guitar-Club-109012558287876/ 

                      Or Contact: Sandra on 07932-395158 

  

Contact: Colin – 07966-745741   

Boldmere 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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https://scu3a.org.uk/ 

hope.bourton@englandnetball.co.uk 

https://scu3a.org.uk/
mailto:hope.bourton@englandnetball.co.uk
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www.suttonphoto.club 

www.Trinity-photography-group.com 

www.facebook.com/groups/TrinityPhotographicGroup/

https://www.suttonphoto.club/
http://www.Trinity-photography-group.com
http://www.facebook.com/groups/TrinityPhotographicGroup/
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www.suttoncoldfieldcreativestitchers.co.uk 

BIRMINGHAM COMPUTERS & 
COMPONENTS 

 
Professional supply and support for 

Business and Home in the Birmingham 
area. 

Check our web site for details of our 
services and products. We supply 

Desktops, Laptops – both new & high 
quality refurbished - Gaming 

Computers, Accessories, Web Design. 
 

0121 270 6180 
 

www.birminghamcomputershop.co.uk 
 

We look forward to being of service to you 

http://www.suttoncoldfieldcreativestitchers.co.uk/
https://birminghamcomputershop.co.uk/
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STREETLY FLOWER ARRANGERS’ CLUB 

See photos on next page 

We meet monthly second Tuesday - 2.15 pm 
All Saints Church Hall, Foley Rd East, 
Streetly B74 3EX. 
 
Next meeting Tuesday 14th April - 
Demonstration with Emma Remington ' A Bit 
of This and That! '. 
 
Why not join us - we are an enthusiastic, 
friendly Club and Visitors are always so very 
welcome. 
Further details - Chris Reeves tel 0121 354 
6264. 
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 The Sutton Coldfield Fuchsia Society & Gardening Guild. 

88 

At our September meeting we had something a little different. 

We welcomed Andy and Kate from a company called Urban 

Herbs, who told us not only about the amazing herbs they 

grow, but also about how their company started and the impact 

that COVID and lockdown had. Like many businesses, they 

had to revaluate how they sold their products and a mail order 

company was born. A few years down the line, they can be 

found at the major shows like the BBC Food show at the NEC, 

and have even featured on the TV with James Martin on 

Saturday Morning Kitchen!! 

In October we need to be thinking about protecting our plants 

over winter, so at our next meeting on October 9th, two of our 

more experienced members will be showing you how to 

prepare and protect your plants during the winter months. 

Whether you have a heated greenhouse or just a garden shed, 

many fuchsias are easy to overwinter, by following a few simple 

guidelines. By doing this, fuchsias can be amazing value for 

money, as your hanging basket can go from year to year, 

getting better with age!! 

So, if you fancy an evening out, please come along and join us. 

Come as a visitor for just £2! We meet at Banners Gate 

Community Church in Westwood Rd , B73 6UH on the second 

Thursday of each month, except for January. Doors open at 

7.30pm for an 8.00pm start, until 9.45 

If you would like any more information, please give Gail, our 

secretary a call on 07307857440, a very warm welcome awaits 

you. 

See photos on next page 
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More on next page 
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These ladies meet in the Botanico 
Café in House of Fraser every 
Wednesday at noon for a couple 
of hours of knitting, crocheting 
and other gentle sports.  Full 
instruction given to beginners. 
Go on, give it a try, you may enjoy 
it, at least you’ll learn something. 
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Email: s.summerfield@ageconcernbirmingham.org.uk 

mailto:s.summerfield@ageconcernbirmingham.org.uk
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Hope Food North Birmingham 
are currently looking for a new 
base in/around Sutton 
Coldfield.  We need it to store 

food and prepare food bags.  We would need 
access in the day and evening Monday to 
Friday.   We run 3 food banks weekly in 
Erdington, Falcon Lodge and Mere Green.   If 
anyone has any premises with vehicle access 
that they would think would suit us, please get 
in touch.  Thank you.  

T: 07869 822502   E: info@hopefood.org.uk 
 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO SUPPORT OUR 
WORK, PLEASE MAKE A DONATION USING 

THIS LINK. 
https://link.justgiving.com/v1/charity/donate/
charityId/3143929?
tipScheme=TipJar2.1&reference=givingcheckout_tj
21 

 
Hope Food – North Birmingham.  A charitable incorporated 

organisation registered in England.  Charity registration 
number 1195019. 

Registered office 407 Jockey Road, Sutton Coldfield B73 5XH 

mailto:info@hopefood.org.uk
https://link.justgiving.com/v1/charity/donate/charityId/3143929?tipScheme=TipJar2.1&reference=givingcheckout_tj21
https://link.justgiving.com/v1/charity/donate/charityId/3143929?tipScheme=TipJar2.1&reference=givingcheckout_tj21
https://link.justgiving.com/v1/charity/donate/charityId/3143929?tipScheme=TipJar2.1&reference=givingcheckout_tj21
https://link.justgiving.com/v1/charity/donate/charityId/3143929?tipScheme=TipJar2.1&reference=givingcheckout_tj21
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Age concern no longer have their: 
Our Trusted Tradesperson Scheme has 
the right trade, whatever you job. From 
builders to plumbers and electricians all of 
our tradespeople are vetted, DBS checked 
and working to current guidelines. 
 
But you could try the NO ROGUE TRADERS 
HERE scheme run by many councils, 
including Birmingham. 
 
No Rogue Traders Here works in partnership 
with Trading Standards to keep a list of 
traders across the West Midlands who have 
been interviewed and quality checked.  
 
Click here for the link that takes you through 
the Birmingham City Council website for 
additional confirmation. 

 
Contact number above if interested. 

Do you want your advert 
here, for free of charge. 

 
Email 

bgatepost@gmail.com 

https://noroguetradershere.com/
https://noroguetradershere.com/
https://noroguetradershere.com/
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/20108/trading_standards/1058/find_an_approved_trader


 

Discourage lawless individuals from breaking into your 
property with the modern security systems we provide for 
properties throughout Birmingham. Based in Great Barr, 
we are a small family-run business committed to 
providing state-of-the-art security systems which 
effectively protect your property from harm. Primarily 
serving domestic and commercial customers, we design, 
supply, install, commission, and service all security 
systems in full accordance and compliance with the latest 
British and European standards. From supplying high-
tech CCTV systems and Burglar Alarms to installing fob 
Access Control systems and Fire Alarms, we are the first 
choice when you want to increase your property’s 
security. To arrange a free, no-obligation consultation for 
any of the security systems we supply, please get in 
touch.   

Phone no. 0121 386 2639 
Email: info@cw-sec.co.uk  Website: www.cw-sec.co.uk 
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0121 323 4200 

 

Facebook: Only Rosie’s 

Instagram: onlyrosiescakes 

Email: rosie_p25@hotmail.co.uk 

www.healthystart.nhs.uk 

Erdington  Methodist Church, 

Station Road 

mailto:info@cw-sec.co.uk
http://www.cw-sec.co.uk/
mailto:Email:%20rosie_p25@hotmail.co.uk
https://www.healthystart.nhs.uk/
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Contact Michelle on 07933 986 869 
Monday - Friday 10am to 5pm 
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 luchubbard@hotmail.com 

  www.teachitright.com 

2022 

mailto:luchubbard@hotmail.com
mailto:www.teachitright.com
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Monday & Wednesday 
 

Blue Coats School Gym 
 

WS1 2ND 
 

Kids: 6.00pm—7.00pm 

Tuesday 
 

Mere Green 
 

Community Centre 
 

Adults & Juniors: 
 

7.00pm—8.30pm 

Wednesday 
 

Sutton Girls’ School 
 

(Dance Studio at the 
Back of the building) 

 
Adults & Juniors (12+): 

7.00pm—8.30pm 

Thursday 
 

All Saints’ Church Hall 
 

Kids: 6.00pm—7.00pm 
 

Adults: 7.00pm—8.30pm 

*Multi-style martial arts club welcome students of all ages and abilities* 
 

*Enthusiastic and  experienced instructors* 
 

*Four chances to grade a year for lower grades* 
 

*Local and national kickboxing and jujitsu competitions open to all students* 
 

Contact Gary on 07921 132 860 
 

or email: chong.fouroaks@gmail.com  

         *Established in the area for over 22 years* 

Mondays & Wednesdays 
Blue Coat C.E. Academy, Birmingham Street, Walsall WS1 2ND 

Kids  6.00pm  -  7.00pm 
Adults  7.00pm  -  8.30pm 

Pregnancy YogaLates 
Class 

Pregnancy YogaLates 
Class 

mailto:chong.fouroaks@gmail.com
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0777 333 9214 
admin@luckybuntys.co.uk 

 

  

New Horizons Counselling Services.  

The Community Hall, Reay Nadin Drive, Sutton Coldfield.  

If you would like to know about our service ring the number above 

Or visit our web site www.newhorizonscounselling.org. 

WDC Service Solutions Ltd 
Complete Door Security and Access Solutions 

WDC can repair the following products: UPVC WINDOWS, 
HANDLES, HINGES, LOCKS, ROLLERS FOR PATIO DOORS, 

SECURITY, UPGRADES, REPAIRS TO UPVC DOORS, TIMBER 
DOOR REPAIRS, REPLACEMENT DOORS, GARAGE DOOR 

REPAIRS, REPAIR OR REPLACE, FAULTY CABLES, HANDLES 
AND LOCKS, REMOTE CONTROLS, REPLACEMENT FOBS, 

NEW GARAGE DOOR SYSTEMS, FREE QUOTATIONS. 
www.wdcservicesolutions.com  service@wdcservicesolutions.com 

sales@wdcservicesolutions.com  T: 0121 285 3222 
Unit 16 C, Maybrook Business Park, Maybrook Road,  

Minworth. B76 1AL 

         

HATHA YOGA 
 

Banners Gate 
 

Community Hall, 
 

Thursdays 10.00 -11.00 a.m. 

Beginners class £5.50 per session 

Please call Tricia on 07954 403943.  

The Banners Gate Community Hall is 
available at various times during the week, 

including weekends. 
The hall is approx. 38’ x 21’  

(11.6m x 6.4m) 
The kitchen is approx. 11’ x 7’  

(3.4m x 2.2m) 
The Jarrett room is approx. 13’ x 8’  

(4m x 2.5m) 
The ladies has 2 cubicles and a nappy 

changing table.  There is a gents/disabled 
toilet. 

The building is step-free. 
For further booking information go to: 

www.bannersgatecommunityassociation.org 

Public Speaking for Absolute Beginners  
by Sally Jenkins 

Tips on constructing and presenting all types of 
speeches.  

Available on Amazon or direct from the author: 
sallysjenkins@btinternet.com   0121 354 9941 

Banners Gate Community  

Hall Coffee Mornings.  

The next is on 19th May  

and will be from 9.30 a.m. 

to noon - note new times. 

 

mailto:admin@luckybuntys.co.uk
http://www.newhorizonscounselling.org
http://www.bannersgatecommunityassociation.org
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SWIMMING LESSONS 
for ages 4 and upwards: 

Wednesday & Friday Evenings 
Local Pools ~ All Abilities 

Badge Work ~ Qualified Instructors 
0121 353 6616 

www.swimminglessonsinsuttoncoldfield.co.uk 

Plastering internal & external 
specialist 
Includes: Dry lining  -  Plaster 
boarding  -  Artex re-skimming  -  
Replacement walls & ceilings  -  
Painting / Decorating  -  Carpentry 
 

Lee Nugent 
 

36 Banners Gate Road 
Sutton Coldfield  B73 6RX 

Office: 0121 354 5446 
Mobile: 07934 15 19 20 
Lee.nugent1@virginmedia.com 

           0 – 13 months 
    Baby Development Class 
 

Wednesdays 9.30, 11.00 and 12.30 
 

 

Music, singing, exercise, massage, signing, light shows, bubbles, 
bells, tickly feathers  and many more!!   For more details:  

 

Call Tracy Jones on 07753 82 56 22 
 

Email: suttoncoldfield@babysensory.co.uk 

www.rhythmcircle.co.uk 

HOME TUITION 
 

Key Stage Two SATs tuition:  
English comprehension, spelling, punctuation, and grammar.  

 

Spanish and French: leisure courses and 
exam preparation to GCSE and A-level.  

 

Tracy:  0780 329 3351 

 

Create the best party possible for your little ones 
Birthdays, Weddings, Christenings, Fetes, School Workshops, Plays and much more 

We can cater for anything including: Full Party Entertainment, Mascots, Soft Play, Bouncy Castles, Face 
Painting, 

and Pamper Parties    Facebook: Lucky Buntys Twitter: @LuckyBuntys 

206 Westwood Road B73 6UQ  0770 7006802 

mailto:Lee,nugent1@virginmedia.com
mailto:suttoncoldfield@babysensory.co.uk
http://www.rhythmcircle.co.uk
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 Lovelight crystals and healing gemstone 
jewellery available at Bert and Gerts!  

 

WWW.BERTANDGERTS.CO.UK 

 
Calebs Rainbows is the dream of 
Rosemary Ferrell a great grandmother 
with a passion for making beautiful dolls 
with a story. “Every doll is different”. 
Rosemary loves all things creative, be it 
sewing, knitting, drawing, or baking and 
she has, having been to college, 
decided to turn her hobby into a 
business as there is a demand for her 
products. 

https://bertandgerts.co.uk/


Banners Gate Community Church - Events 

 

Monday, Thursday, Friday - Baby Phonics 

Contact email: Jenna@robotreg.co.uk for times and availability  

 

Tuesday and Wednesday - Baby Sensory 

Contact Tracy at email: suttoncoldfield@babysensory.co.uk for times and 
availability 

 

 

Please visit our website at  

 

https://www.bannersgatechurch.com/ 

The Scout Hut  -  Coppice View Road  -  Sutton Coldfield  -  B73 6UE. 

Tai Chi Class 

Every Tuesday morning at 11.45 to 12.45. 

The cost is £5 per person. Everyone is welcome and all abilities  

are catered for in a relaxing and enjoyable environment. 

If anyone needs further details, please contact me on  

01543 480151 

 St Columba’s Church Hall 
 

Hall letting for St Columba’s Church.  
 

Weekday lettings are available for the large Church Hall which includes a  
well equipped kitchen.  

 

Entrance to the hall is step free and is suitable for wheel chair access 
throughout the premises. 

 
Male, Female and disabled toilet facilities  

 
All enquiries to Alison via email please.  

 
st.columbahall@yahoo.com 
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mailto:Jenna@robotreg.co.uk
mailto:suttoncoldfield@babysensory.co.uk
https://www.bannersgatechurch.com/
mailto:st.columbahall@yahoo.com


Bookings 

Banners Gate Community Hall  -  Coffee Mornings, third Tuesday of the month 

The next is on 19th May -  at 9.30 to noon, please note new times. 
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welcome          what’s on            hire our hall           view our hall             committee           contact           links 

As a community hall we are trying to create activities for the benefit of the 
community so if you have any ideas in that direction, please get in touch and 

share those ideas with us—no obligation. 
If you need any information please message on 07964 213 229 

https://www.bannersgatecommunityassociation.org/bg2/hallhire.php
https://www.bannersgatecommunityassociation.org/bg2/index.php
https://www.bannersgatecommunityassociation.org/bg2/whatson.php
https://www.bannersgatecommunityassociation.org/bg2/hallhire.php
https://www.bannersgatecommunityassociation.org/bg2/viewourhall.php
https://www.bannersgatecommunityassociation.org/bg2/contact.php
https://www.bannersgatecommunityassociation.org/bg2/links.php
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Useful telephone 
numbers 

  Sutton and Kingstanding 

Police: 101 

Good Hope: 424 2000 

Outpatients: 424 2000 

NHS Health helpline: 

Call 111 it’s 24/7 

Citizens Advice 

03444 111 444 

BANNERS GATE 
COUNSELLING CENTRE 

 

Accessible and Affordable 
Counselling to Adults in the 

Community.  The Upper Room 
St. Michael’s House 
198 Boldmere Road 

Sutton Coldfield 
Tel : 0121 354 6544 
For information or an 

appointment please ring after 
10 a.m. daily, except 

Wednesday 

Banners Gate 
Community hall 
Coffee Mornings 

The next is on 
19th May starting at 
9.30a.m. until noon, 

please note new 
times. 

DAY/TIME ACTIVITY VENUE CONTACT TEL. 

Sun  (last) 10.30 –2.30 pm 
10.00 am 

10.30 am (fortnightly) 
11.00 am 

7.30—8.30pm 
 

Create at Gate with K & S 
Family Communion 
Sunday Gathering 
Chikara Karate Kai 
Soul Yoga –last Sunday 
 

Community Hall 
St. Columba's 
Banners Gate CC 
Scout Hall 
Community Hall 

Kathy Weston 
 
Nigel Willis 
Paul Murphy    07837 
Cath Hussey 

628 6651 
354 5873 
353 0230 
39 57 89 
 

Mon                           .                     
11.00 to  6.45pm 

 
7.30 – 9.00 pm                      

Sign Language Classes 
Sign Language Classes 
Sign Language Classes 
Line Dancing 

Community Hall 
Community Hall 
Community Hall 
Community Hall 

Shakila Kosar       07825 
Shakila Kosar       07825 
Shakila Kosar       07825 
Diane Pursall 

255042 
255042 
255042 
747 4659 

Tues                6.00—7.00         
  9.15 -  2.00pm.    

3rd Tues 9.15 - 12.00pm 
11.45am  - 12.45pm 

 6.30 – 9.00  
7.45 pm 

 

Soul Yoga 
Born to Spa, Baby Spa 
Coffee Morning 3rd Tuesdays 
Tai Chi 
Line Dancing 
Chikara Karate Kai 

Community Hall 
Community Hall 
Community Hall 
Scout Hut 
Community Hall 
St. Columba's 

 
Anna Madge      07833 
Dave Cockbill 
Neil  Rankine    07721 
Diane Pursall 
Paul Murphy       07837 

 
45 70 74 
 
67 09 13 
747 4659 
39 57 89 

Wed          9.30, 11.00 &12 
10.30 - 12.00 
6.30 — 7.30 

7.00 pm 

Baby Sensory 
Guide Dog Training 
Dance Fitness 
SlimmingWorld 

Banners Gate CC 
Community Hall 
Community Hall 
St Columba’s 

Tracy Jones     0775 
Madge Nightingale 
 
Karen                07759 

82 56 22 
360 0286  
 
17 02 89 

                                                       
Thurs      10.00—11.00 am 

7.30   on last Thursday  
6.30 – 9.45 pm 

(3rd of each month) 7.00 pm 
 

 
Yoga 
Neighbourhood Forum 
Zig Zag Dance Studio 
Townswomen's Guild 
 

 
Community Hall 
Community Hall 
St. Columba's  
Banners Gate CC 
 

  
Tricia                  07954 
Tony Willis 
 Warren               01902 
Janice Jones       07955 
 

 
40 39 43 
605 4947 
897 900 
65 59 10 
 

Fri               11.30  -  3.30                     
5.00—6.30pm 

7.00  -  8.00  pm       
 

 Sign language Classes 
Repertoire Dance Studio 
Sign Language Classes 
 

Community Hall 
Community Hall 
Community Hall 
 

Shakila Kosar       07825 
Chloe Lloyd          07729 
Shakila Kosar       07825 
                  

25 50 42 
47 79 46 
25 50 42 
 

Saturday            9—10am Soul Yoga Community Hall                            

Girlguiding gives girls and young women a voice.....has done so for 100 years.....be part of the next 100 
Could you spare 1½ hours a week to help with the St Columba’s Guide unit? Gain real satisfaction in volunteering and helping to ensure 

girls in Banners Gate aged 10 – 14 can continue to enjoy games, projects, badges and outings at Guides. 
There are also places available in both Brownie units in September for girls aged 7 or 8. 

For more information contact Carol Gardner on 350 7191. 
 

      Day/Time                   Activity                     Venue                       Contact                   Tel 
Mon 6.00 - 7.30pm    39th Brownies     St Columba's Hall                                          354 5873 
Tues 6.00 - 7.30pm   45th Brownies     St Columba's Hall           Carol Gardner        350 7191 
Thurs 5.00 - 6.00pm  39th Rainbows    St Columba's Hall                                          354 5873 

33rd Sutton Coldfield Scout Group,  
H.Q. Coppice View Road 

Monday    Beavers  5.30 p.m. – 6.45 p.m. ages 6 – 8 years 
      Scouts     7.00 p.m. – 9.00 p.m. ages 10 ½ – 14 years 
Tuesday    Beavers  5.40 p.m. – 6.40 p.m. ages 6 – 8 years 
      Cubs       7.00 p.m. – 8.30 p.m. ages 8 – 10 ½ years 
Thursday  Cubs       7.00 p.m. – 8.30 p.m. ages 8 – 10 ½ years 

Contact 0121 353 5203 
Email: margaretdrummond1@btinternet.com 

Banners Gate Ladies Circle 
This is the name of the previously named 
Townswomen's Guild.  Contact details, 

meeting days and times remain the same. 
Hopefully next month will let you know how 

we will be going forward as our new 
group.   

Thurs. 21st May - English Gardens. 
Thurs 18th June—Ukulele Group 
Our vibrant Guild meets on the 3rd 

Thursday of the month, 7.00 - 10.00 in the 
Westwood Hall, Banners Gate 

Community Church. 
Janice Jones 07955 65 59 10 

The 18th Sutton Coldfield West 
Scout Group and the 15th 
Sutton Coldfield West Scout 
Group have merged and are 
now named the 33rd  
Headquarters are at the Scout 
Hut, Coppice View Road.  
B73 6UE. 

 

 

St Columba’s 
Church 

Coffee Morning 

Every Friday of  
the month 

10.00  -  Noon 

All Welcome 

For details see website at www.stcolumbasbannersgate.co.uk www.bannersgatechurch.com

Banners Gate Community Church 

 Westwood Road. B73 6UH 

We meet weekly on Sunday mornings from 

10.30am for fellowship, worship, prayer 

and learning together in an informal setting, 

with other gatherings throughout the week. 

To find out more visit our website at 

www.bannersgatechurch.com. 

UNIFORMED ORGANISATIONS: 
Scouts:  Margaret Drummond,  33rd GSL    
353 5203    Girlguiding: Carol Gardner, 
Vesey West District Commissioner  350 7191 

BOOKING SECRETARIES: 
Community Hall mobile:  075 65 54 68 21 
Banners Gate CC - Nigel Willis   07711 284562  
St. Columba's     -   Alison Jolley st.columbahall@yahoo.com 
Scout Hall           -   A & R Talliss  353 8166 

http://www.stcolumbasbannersgate.co.uk
http://www.bannersgatechurch.com
http://www.bannersgatechurch.com/
mailto:st.columbahall@yahoo.com

