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If you want Gatepost emailed to you, including cartoons and 
puzzles, in full colour, wherever you live, free of charge, every 
month, please send an email to bgatepost@gmail.com with 
“Email Gatepost” in the subject line.  You can cancel at any time 
by email with “Stop Gatepost” in the subject line.   Alternatively, 
you can click on the address under the date above, or put 
Gatepost Forum Newsletter in Google scroll down to 40 pages 
Gatepost or Gatepost and Gatepost Supplement. 

Councillor John Cooper: 

John.cooper@birmingham.gov.uk  

I wrote last month in Gatepost of 
the need for change and that has 

resulted in Anja Pawson and myself being 
elected as Councillors to both Birmingham 
City and Sutton Coldfield Town councils for 
the Sutton Vesey Ward. 

We are both quite honoured to be 
appointed to both councils and look forward 
to serving all people in Sutton Vesey with 
determination, care and improvement for 
the ward and ALL residents in this ward. 

There are many issues already raised with 
us and we are currently organising 
ourselves to accommodate all these issues 
and more we are sure. I don’t think that we 

should have fixed priorities but there are 
certain matters that are close to our hearts. 
Speaking for myself our park and all our 
green spaces are the fundamental to my 
ambition, in this connection the Town 
Council has a proposal on the table to take 
the park into a trust, something the previous 
administration has flatly rejected. We will 
endeavour to complete the programme of 
transfer of assets the Town has proposed 
and seek a decisive change for our Sutton 
Vesey Ward and Town as a whole. 

We mourn the loss of some of our 

colleagues but look to the future with great 

enthusiasm. 

John.cooper@suttoncoldfieldtowncouncil.g

ov.uk 

 204
th

 
 
May 2026 

Banners Gate & Parklands 

 Community & Neighbourhood Forum  

bannersgateneighbourhoodforum.com  

New look Gatepost 

As and from April’s edition there will be a rearrangement of Gatepost content. 

Most of Gatepost and the Supplement is static, that is, little changes each month.  I have therefore 
decided to extract the items that do change from month to month and put them in the 40 pages 
printed edition.   

I will leave Gatepost and the Supplement on the internet because I have been thanked several times 
for leaving, for example, adverts for treatment of dementia when a relative is diagnosed and the 
associated advert was remembered and looked up. 

mailto:bgatepost@gmail.com
mailto:bgatepost@gmail.com
mailto:John.cooper@birmingham.gov.uk
mailto:John.cooper@suttoncoldfieldtowncouncil.gov.uk
mailto:John.cooper@suttoncoldfieldtowncouncil.gov.uk
http://www.bannersgateneighbourhoodforum.com
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Rob Pocock, still campaigning locally  
LOCAL POLICE SET UP ‘OPERATION GREENWAY’! 
 
Troublesome off-road motorbikes have been a persistent problem on The 
Greenway for many years, Buth things have worsened over the last year or so. 
Residents have been persistently plagued by nuisance from a particular group of 
organised local troublemakers, mainly from the Kingstanding side of The 

Greenway. 
 
I’ve had great difficulty getting the local Neighbourhood Police to take an interest, and to get 
the Council Departments to play ball too. But the good news is that we now have a new and 
larger Sutton Vesey Neighbourhood Policing team, led by Sgt Charlotte Price and PC Ben 
Cordell. They have been out on site recently talking to residents and getting a grip on the 
problem at last.  
 
I’ve been working alongside their enthusiastic new leadership and they have agreed to mount 
a coordinated action under the banner of ‘Operation Greenway’ involving both the 
Kingstanding and Sutton Vesey neighbourhood teams. Last week we had a further joint 
meeting between myself, the police, and Council officers from Housing, Youth Offending, 
Parks and Highways departments. All these agencies need to be part of a long-term solution. 
Operation Greenway will involve not just a police patrolling operation, it involves tracking down 
and dealing with the offenders long term. And also possible physical measures to deter bikes 
from getting onto the Greenway too.  
 
The recent problems were apparently triggered by the accidental death of one young driver in 
a police incident which has led to a ‘shrine’ being created on the site too. Thanks to the 
networking done by the Police, it now appears family members of the deceased are now 
calling on the troublemakers to call it a day and quit their nuisance activities too. 
 
If problems continue please log them with the Police under the special dedicated incident 
number that’s now been established, 20/174969/26, using either the 101 call line or the chat 
icon on West Midlands Police website. Hopefully this concerted effort by a range of authorities 
will get on top of the problem. It may take some time to fully bear fruit, but the good news is 
that there is strong leadership being shown over the problem now. 
 
We all hope that many warm summer evenings are shortly on the way, let’s hope they will be 
quiet and peaceful evenings too! 
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The Banners Gate 
Community 
Association, who run 
the Community Hall, will 
be holding their AGM, to 
be held in the Hall, at 
6.00 pm on 6th July. 

All residents welcome 
to attend and exchange 
ideas. 

The film opposite will be 
shown in the Forum 
meeting on Thursday, 
30th July at the hall at 
7.30pm. 

 



 

Dear Residents of Vesey Ward and the Wider Sutton Coldfield areas.  

We Trustees at Banners Gate Community Association and Community Hall 
had applied to Birmingham City Council and the UK Shared Prosperity Fund 
for a grant to renovate the Community Hall with Ceiling Baffles in order to 
reduce echo within the Hall, a new Kitchen and grab bars within the 
disabled toilets and repairs to the rear fence and rear fire door.  

The grant was awarded through our Chairperson Margaret Dilloway and 
works implemented by the Banners Gate Community Trust team.  

We are pleased to say all work has now been completed to a high standard 
and the Hall is now a more pleasant facility to hire and use. We have had an 
abundance of positive feedback from our users in the form of our user 
survey.  

The Hall is now available for hire for Children’s Parties, Classes, Meetings 
or Seminars.  

If you have a general enquiry for Banners Gate Community 
Association, please telephone: 07513 184845  

Banners Gate Community Hall & Association, Sutton Coldfield | 
General Enquiries  

As our Hall is run by local volunteers who work during the daytime, please 
leave a voice message or preferably, if you are able, send a text message 
indicating the nature of your enquiry if your initial call is unanswered. Your 
call will be returned the same day unless it is picked up unsociably late, in 
which case it will be returned the following day.  

Thank you for your interest in Banners Gate Community Association.  

Business Secretary , Kind Regards, Gary Hall  
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Older adults Day care in Sutton Coldfield  
Our Day Centres are all about enriching the lives of older adults — we’re dedicated to meeting the 
individual care and support 

needs of our citizens while providing a friendly, engaging space where they can truly feel part of a 
community. Every day, we aim to 

create a positive, stimulating environment that promotes wellbeing, independence, and 
connection. 

We’re proud to provide welcoming, well-established Day Centres for individuals aged 50 and over, 
located in Mere Green and Boldmere. 

With over 14 years of experience, our team is passionate about supporting older adults to live 
fulfilling lives through personalised 

care, engaging activities, and meaningful social connections. 

Our daily rate is currently £45.50, which includes a light breakfast, a freshly prepared two-course 
lunch, and regular refreshments throughout 

the day. Each day is shaped by the citizens themselves — with activities chosen to reflect their 
interests and abilities — ensuring 

everyone can participate in something that brings them joy and purpose. 

We understand that joining a new setting can be a big step, so we warmly offer a free trial 
session. You’re welcome to attend with 

a family member or carer to get a real feel for what we do and to see whether it’s the right fit for 
your loved one. 

Additionally, as a day centre service we are extending our current offers as we understand the 
demand and need in more flexibility 

for both the cared-for and unpaid carers involved. I have put some more information regarding this 
below: 

• Flexi Days – For those who find set days difficult, there will now be an option to book more 
flexible attendance to better suit 

individual needs. 

• Rest n Refresh Sessions – New 2.5-hour sessions that can be booked the evening before or 
on the morning of attendance. 

These shorter visits are perfect for carers who need time for appointments, shopping, or a short 
break. Cost: £25 (optional 

lunch £6 and pudding £1.50). 

• Pay as You Go – We are aware that citizens and their families may be hesitant to commit to 
contracts straight away. To 

support this, we are offering a pay-as-you-go option for up to 4 weeks, giving people time to 
decide whether regular 

attendance is right for them. 

Please find our current venues and days of operation below: 



 

St Columba’s Hall Hire 
Tables & chairs to accommodate 80 people in comfort 

Hall 12m x 12m 

Adjoining Kitchen 4.7m x 3.2m is also available for hire when 
booking hall 

Ideal venue for leisure activities e.g., dance groups, keep fit, etc. 

Available for one-off events as well as regular bookings 

Bookings available 52 weeks of the year including Saturdays 

Facilities 

Large easy access car park with 32 spaces 

Ground level wheelchair access to all areas 

Male / female/ disabled toilets 

A Kitchen is available for hire. Suitable for light refreshments 

Please contact Alison Jolley, email: st.columbahall@yahoo.com 

for further details. 
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Birmingham’s Mobile Library Service  

 
For over 30 years the Mobile Library has taken library services out into many 
diverse communities across the city. 

Everyone is welcome to join the Mobile Library. You can register with us, or you 
can use your existing Birmingham library card on the vehicle. You can borrow a 
maximum of 10 items at any one time (including items borrowed from our other 
libraries). The Mobile Library vehicle carries over 3,500 items of stock for adults, 
young people and children of all ages. The stock is changed frequently, and new 
items are added regularly. 

The Mobile Library has access to the full library catalogue. It operates a free 
reservation service for any items you may wish to order. You can return items 
from other Birmingham libraries at any Mobile Library stop too. The Mobile 
Library vehicle is also fitted with a lift allowing for easy access. 

Did you know that the service comes into the heart of our community? 

It currently operates every 2nd, 3rd and 4th Monday between 10.00 – 
11.00 parked outside Sutton Park Academy on Coppice View Road, B73 
6UE. 

Go along and see what’s on board. Use it – Or lose it! 

For more information, please use one of the methods detailed below -  

Phone: 0121 464 6171    Mobile: 07766 923344 

Email: mobile.library.service@birmingham.gov.uk 

FaceBook: Mobile Library Service - Birmingham UK    Twitter: bhammobilelib 

www.birmingham.gov.uk/mobile-library 
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amy.millichope@suttoncoldfieldtowncouncil.gov.uk 

mailto:amy.millichope@suttoncoldfieldtowncouncil.gov.uk
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14 Thank you Terry W 

An Adventure in Japan 

MY wife and I thought long and hard about travelling to Japan, we are both of a certain age 
and we thought the travelling might be too much for us. However, we "took the plunge " and 
we were more then rewarded with such a magnificent Country and People. 

We decided to travel in April to see the Cherry Blossoms in bloom, we were more than 
rewarded with the magnificent blossoms and we also witnessed the start of the Apple Blossom 
season. 

Japan is a cultural paradox, a rich history of emperors, samurais and martial arts contrasting 
with a place of tranquillity of geishas, colourful kimonos and exquisite gardens, palaces, 
temples and shrines. 

We travelled on the Bullet Train (Shinkansen) between Tokyo and Osaka and then onto 
Hiroshima. The train travels at more than 200mph without you noticing the speed because of 
the amazing smooth ride. The only negative is that you only have 2minutes to get on/off the 
train. The train doesn't wait and is never more than 20 seconds late and the timetable is 
guaranteed. 

We saw the famous sites of Tokyo including the world-famous Shibuya pedestrian crossing, 
Tokyo's most photographed road intersection and rumoured to the busiest in the World. The 
Tokyo Tower and a boat trip around Tokyo Bay. 

We enjoyed astonishing views of Mount Fuji, Lake Kawaguchi and the hot spring Mountain 
Spa of Hakone. Onto the City of Hiroshima and the horrors of war and the atomic bomb, 
numbing. 

A Japanese Tea ceremony, where a cup of green tea takes 45 minutes to make! But what a 
ceremony to witness with all the exquisite detail and art. 

The shops are bright, and colourful, the restaurants and places to eat cater for tastes from all 
around the World.  The longest escalators I have ever seen at Kyoto Railway Station, they 
seem to go to Heaven. 

My overwhelming memory is one of a wonderful clean Country of extremely polite people, no 
litter, graffiti. No one eats in the Street, and no loud voices are heard. 

And so, a return to UK, what a shock in the contrast between the two Countries. 
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Saving the Heather 
 

Purple Horizons Nature Recovery Project was launched by Lichfield and 
Walsall Councils, funded by Natural England and supported by various 
other agencies.  The aim is to restore as much of the ancient heathland that 
once covered the area between Cannock Chase in South Staffordshire and 
Sutton Park. Small areas still exist and it is hoped to preserve and improve 
these, creating a corridor for wildlife between the two main sites.  

In August 2022 I noticed an area of heather King George V Playing Field off 
Sutton Oak Rd, close to the Millenium Wood, which is in direct line between 
Sutton Park and Barr Beacon, one of the main sites in the corridor. We’ve 
since heard that it was always there, but persistent mowing has almost 
eliminated it.  Since then Friends of King George V Playing Field have been 
trying to stop BCC mowing the heather but, in spite of messages to the 
Wildlife Trust (who were keen to preserve the heather), the BCC Parks 
Services Manager, our local councillors and anyone else we thought could 
help, the message never got to the man driving the mower, nothing 
happened and the heather continued to be mown – until 15

th
 April this year 

that is.  On that date a meeting was held on the field between the Friends 
group, a city councillor, one of the BCC parks managers and the man in 
charge of mowing.  Finally, the situation could be explained to the person 
actually doing the work and, this week, the field was mown but the heather 
wasn’t.  We look forward to seeing a small Purple Horizon on our field. 
Watch this space!!! 

For more information on the Purple Horizon project click or just Google it, 
there’s a lot of information online.  It’s 
also well worth going to Barr Beacon to 
see what they’re doing to improve their 
heathland. 

The heather as it is now and how we 
hope to see it in the future. 

https://naturalengland.blog.gov.uk/2024/12/04/purple-horizons-nature-recovery-project-helping-a-post-industrial-landscape-bloom-and-buzz/
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Cartoons  from Chris. Thank you Chris W 
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Here’s your quiz - some hard, but look upon it as education. 
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1.Henry III.  2.Denis Lillie.  3.Gard du Nord.  4.November.  5.[a] "I'll Never Get Over You", reached no4, [b] "Forever is Over", 

no2, [c] "All Over", no2, [d] "(Just Like) Starting Over", no1 and [e] "I Get a Little Sentimental Over You",no5.  6.Peacock.  

7.Thirty-Five.  8.Ian Beale.  9.Haiti, Honduras and Hungary.  10.Triton.  11.Susan Coolidge.  12.Dauphin.  13.Ben Affleck (Batman) 

and Henry Cavill (Superman).  14.Mike Hawthorn, Graham Hill, James Hunt, Damon Hill and Lewis Hamilton.  15.Revolver.  

16.Raleigh.  17.Switzerland (Lys Assia with "Refrain").  18.[a] Henry II, [b] William IV, [c] George VI, [d] Charles II and [e] Edward 

IV.  19.Brazil.  20.Durham. 

Answers 

1. Which of the English Kings named Henry reigned for the longest period? 
2. Who in 1981, became the first Australian cricketer to take 300 test 
wickets? 
3. At which station in Paris does the Eurostar train terminate? 
4. In which month of the year is Beaujolais Nouveau launched? 
5. What songs with "Over" in the title were UK Top five hits for the 
following artists, [a] Johnny Kidd and the Pirates (1963), [b] The Saturdays 
(2009), [c] Lisa Maffia (2003), [d] John Lennon (1980) and [e] The New 
Seekers (1974)? 
6. What is the national bird of India? 
7. What is the minimum age at which someone can stand for US President? 
8. In the TV soap "Eastenders", what character is played by the actor Adam 
Woodyatt? 
9. Which THREE countries have an English name that begins with the letter 
"H"? 
10.What is the name of the largest moon of Neptune? 
11.Who wrote the "What Katy Did" series of children's books? 
12.What title was traditionally bestowed on the eldest sons of French 
Kings? 
13.Who played the title characters in the 2016 movie "Batman vs 
Superman: Dawn of Justice"? 
14.Who are the FIVE British Formula One World Champions whose 
surnames begin with the letter "H"? 
15.On which of The Beatles albums would you find the songs "Taxman", 
"Eleanor Rigby" and "Good Day Sunshine"? 
16.What is the State Capital of the US State of North Carolina? 
17.Which country won the first ever Eurovision Song Contest in 1956? 
18.Which English Kings were married to the following [a] Eleanor of 
Aquitaine, [b] Adelaide of Saxe-Coburg, [c] Elizabeth Bowes-Lyon, [d] 
Catherine of Braganza and [e] Elizabeth Woodville? 
19.Which is the only country crossed by both the Equator and the Tropic of 
Capricorn? 
Of which see was Justin Welby Bishop immediately prior to becoming 
Archbishop of Canterbury? 
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Have you read our ASB action plan yet? 

You might remember that we reached out to you earlier in the year asking you to complete 
our antisocial behaviour (ASB) survey.  

We want to thank every single person who responded to the survey or replied to our 
WMNow messages. All your responses have now been collated, analysed and fed into local 
policing ASB plans that has now been shared with your Commander Every police force 
across England and Wales creates an ASB action plan. The plans explain how each police 
force intends to reduce and prevent ASB.  

You can find our force-wide ASB plan here. We’ve also attached a simple infographic on 
the 10-points of our plan below.  

The aim of the plan is to make your communities safer by stopping, preventing, and 
responding to ASB more effectively.  

The action plan details how we will work with partners, like the Council, to identify issues. 
We’ve also included how we intend to solve these challenges from 2026 onwards.  
A key objective of the plan is to have a victim and harm-focused approach to ASB. This 
means that the victims’ needs are always put first. To do this, we want to create strong 
partnerships that allow us to gather and use local knowledge better.  

Superintendent Simon Inglis, the force’s lead for antisocial behaviour, said: “Thank you to 
everyone who shared or filled in our Action on ASB survey. We had just under 13K 
responses from across the West Midlands, which is a staggering amount and believed to be 
the highest response rate for any force across the UK.   

“While we may know where and when it is occurring, we now know more about how ASB 
makes people feel, the impact it has on local communities, and how we can deal with it 
more effectively. 

“Our ASB plan is here, and we want you to use it. We encourage you to continually talk to 
your local police officers about ASB concerns or issues in your area. 

“I will be updating the ASB plan with specific actions, operations, and processes the force 
has done to work towards each of the 10-points on the plan, so do check back in via our 
website for updates.  

“Thank you again for contributing to our ASB plan. Remember you can always report ASB 
to us in-person, online, and via 101. ”  

For more information about ASB and how to report, click here.  
You can also view the ASB plan here.   

https://s-url.co/-9gvAA
https://s-url.co/_NgvAA
https://s-url.co/-9gvAA
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West Midlands Fire and Rescue Authority’s 
Appointments, Standards and Appeal Committee, 

has recommended that Deputy Assistant 
Commissioner Paul Askew of London Fire Brigade 
be appointed as West Midlands Fire Service’s 

Deputy Chief Fire Officer. 
 
Paul has served with the London Fire Brigade 

(LFB) since 2001, following earlier service in the 
British Army. He has been Deputy Assistant 
Commissioner since 2023, initially leading the 

development and implementation of operational fire 
tactics, policies, and capabilities in response to 
emerging environmental risks. This role included 

responsibility for hazardous materials policy, specialist teams, and research and development 
activity. 
 

He subsequently assumed command of the North West area, with responsibility for the safety of 
2.7 million residents across 28 fire stations serving nine London boroughs. 
 

Chief Fire Officer Simon Tuhill said: “During a competitive process, Paul’s experience, attitude 
and track record of making considered and effective decisions stood out and will be a great 

asset to our brigade. 
 
“Our paths crossed at LFB, and I know him to be an excellent professional, a great commander 

and someone who will be a huge asset to the West Midlands. 
 
“It would be remiss of me not to thank our interim Deputy Chief Fire Officer, Simon Barry, for the 

calm and meaningful leadership, support and guidance he has given the service in both difficult 
and transitional periods for us.” 
 

DAC Askew said: “It is a real privilege to be appointed to such a vital role in West Midlands Fire 
Service. I know some excellent leaders have taken this role on before, and I hope to have the 
same positive impact on the service and the West Midlands as they did." 

 
DAC Askew will join West Midlands Fire Service in the Spring. 
 

You can read the full announcement on our 
website: https://wmfs.link/4qYrvtk 

 at Saturday’s Litter Pick at King George V 
Playing Field. 

 

https://wmfs.link/4qYrvtk


 

Are you a good guesser? 
What are these objects. Answers on the bottom of next page. 

1 

2 

3 

This small bendable 
item with one 
adhesive side. 

This little, tiny pocket 
on the back of this shirt. 

This large piece of 
playground 
equipment with 
chained-down swings. 
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Answers from last page 

1.  It is a cable manager 

 

3. Apparently, they are 'mini-hammocks' 
for toddlers. 

Now at: Oscott Social Club 
Witton Lodge Road. B23 5LX 
Thursdays 8.30—8.45pm 
Fundamentals and techniques with 
practise time 
8.45—10pm 
With practise time 
Improvers / intermediate level 
Taking your tango to the next level 
*Please wear non-rubber sole shoes* 

2. It's a vestigial device deliberately installed into a great 

number of imported shirts so that they classify as a specific 
article of clothing which avoids a tariff. 

https://www.kompan.com/en/us/p/pcm804


23 

Things you may not know in Wales 
Deep Sleep runs generally once per week on a Saturday night through to Sunday 
morning, all year round. During the summer we typically run an additional trip each 
week on a Friday night. We also offer a number of special dates for our Xclusive trip. 

Your trip leader will be waiting to meet you at 5PM at our Tanygrisiau Base, near 
Blaenau Ffestiniog. From here we begin a 45 minute walk up into the mountains, steep 
at times, but remote and very beautiful at the top! 

Here we stop at a little cottage to kit up with a helmet, headtorch, harness and 
Wellington boots. Then it's time to say goodbye to the outside world and head into the 
depths of the worlds largest and deepest abandoned slate mine. 

The route down through the old workings is steep and challenging. There are ancient 
miners stairways, decaying bridges and scrambles to negotiate. Your instructor will 
provide plenty of historical information about the fascinating environment - there is no 
rush. After around an hour, you'll be 1,375 feet underground - and a large steel door 
tells you that you've arrived at Deep Sleep! 

A warm drink and some information will be provided - then it's time to relax for the rest 
of the evening. We'll provide you with a complimentary expedition-style meal (meat, 
vegan and vegetarian options available) to enjoy at our large covered picnic table. Then 
you are welcome to retire to your bed for a very deep sleep! 

Your instructor will remain in their own cabin in the Deep Sleep chamber with you for the 
night (you won't be left alone in the mine!). Then we wake for 8am, to a warm drink and 
some simple breakfast snacks before starting the long ascent up to the surface and 
daylight again. Your party can expect to be back down to the cars around 10am - 
10:30am, roughly. 

 
Total Price for Two in Private Cabin £399 (standard) 
Total Price for Two in Grotto £599 
Total Price for Two in Grotto £799 (Xclusive experience) 
This includes evening expedition-style meal, all hot drinks, and breakfast snacks 
in the morning. All bedding provided. These prices are for the whole cabin/grotto. 

 

https://www.go-below.co.uk/contact.asp#Tanygrisiau


Simply School Supplies C.I.C is a community interest company 

committed to reducing inequalities in the school environment. In our first 

six months of operating, we have helped over 300 children with school 

uniforms. We do this by collecting and sorting pre-loved school uniforms 

and making them available through pop-ups, an online second-hand 

uniform shop, partnerships with local schools, and a referral scheme for 

local children's charities. Everything we do is to promote equal 

opportunities in the school environment for all children. 

This year, we aim to support 500 children, and we can only do this with 

your support. To meet our target, we need to raise £2,500 to purchase 

the branded items we do not have in stock. In the coming months, we will 

be fundraising at local craft fairs, conducting bucket collections at Asda 

Queslett, and partnering with local schools and charities to reach as 

many families as possible. 

This is your invitation to join our appeal, whether by simply following us 

on Facebook to help spread the word or by donating your old uniform at 

one of our donation points. More information about our events, donation 

points and volunteering opportunities can be found on our website at 

www.simplyschoolsupplies.co.uk. 

Any support is greatly appreciated. 

Nearest Donation Points: 

• St Columbas Church Hall Entrance - Friday and Sunday mornings. 

• ASDA Queslett - Trolley by Cafe Entrance, open 24 hours. 
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Hi all,  
Nighttime at the junction town of Bebra on the 
East West German border and like many railway 
main lines the trains run all through the night. 
East German Pacific oil burner 01-0523 had just 
arrived in the station with an express from the 
east and now stands waiting to be turned on the 
depot turntable before returning later with a train 
to Leipzig. All the trains working across the 
border into the east were manned by West 
German crews based here at Bebra. 
Sunday 20th February 1972. 
Regards 
Ledg. 
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Hi all, 
 
Nighttime at Wernigerode, all the engines that are here have 
been disposed, fires and smoke boxes cleaned and are now at 
rest until the morning service. There were probably 7 or 8 of 
these 2-10-2 tank engines at rest here at Wernigrode in the 
Hartz mountain region of what used to be East Germany. 
What a great railway it was and still is to this day to visit I 
managed to get there on 5 occasions. These huge narrow-
gauge engines were built to climb the hilly terrain of the area 
and are still masters of the job if you wish to see them at work. 
Other engines of the class would be overnighting at various 
locations on the system also waiting for the night to pass. 
 
Wednesday 27th February 1991. 
 
Regards Ledg. 
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What’s On: suttoncoldfieldtownhall.com/events/ 

https://suttoncoldfieldtownhall.com/
events/  

https://suttoncoldfieldtownhall.com/events/
https://suttoncoldfieldtownhall.com/events/
https://suttoncoldfieldtownhall.com/events/
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WHAT’S ON CINEMA SUPPORT US GET INVOLVED ABOUT US COVID-19 ACCESSIBILITY 

31 

https://www.lichfieldgarrick.com/whats-on/
https://www.lichfieldgarrick.com/cinema/
https://www.lichfieldgarrick.com/support-us/support-the-lichfield-garrick-theatre/
https://www.lichfieldgarrick.com/get-involved/
https://www.lichfieldgarrick.com/about-us/
https://www.lichfieldgarrick.com/covid-19/
https://www.lichfieldgarrick.com/about-us/accessibility/


 

 

WHAT’S ON CINEMA SUPPORT US GET INVOLVED ABOUT US COVID-19 ACCESSIBILITY 
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https://www.lichfieldgarrick.com/whats-on/
https://www.lichfieldgarrick.com/cinema/
https://www.lichfieldgarrick.com/support-us/support-the-lichfield-garrick-theatre/
https://www.lichfieldgarrick.com/get-involved/
https://www.lichfieldgarrick.com/about-us/
https://www.lichfieldgarrick.com/covid-19/
https://www.lichfieldgarrick.com/about-us/accessibility/
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slimmingworld.co.uk 

sharedreading@foliosuttoncoldfield.org.uk 

 Classes at St Columba’s Church 
 

Monday  Brownies  6 o’clock 
Tuesday  Brownies  6 o’clock 
Thursday  Rainbows 
Friday  Coffee Morning, see above 
Sunday  Morning Worship 10 o’clock 

 

 Hope Food North Birmingham are currently looking for a new base 
in/around Sutton Coldfield.  We need it to store food and prepare 
food bags.  We would need access in the day and evening Monday 
to Friday.   We run 3 food banks weekly in Erdington, Falcon Lodge 
and Mere Green.   If anyone has any premises with vehicle access 
that they would think would suit us, please get in touch.  Thank you.  

 
T: 07869 822502   E: info@hopefood.org.uk 
 
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO SUPPORT OUR WORK PLEASE MAKE A DONATION USING THIS LINK: 

https://www.justgiving.com/hopefoodnb  
Hope Food – North Birmingham.  A charitable incorporated organisation registered in 
England.  Charity registration number 1195019.  Registered office 407 Jockey Road, Sutton 
Coldfield B73 5XH 

 St Columba’s Church Hall 
 

Hall letting for St Columba’s Church.  
 

Weekday lettings are available for the 
large Church Hall which includes a  

well equipped kitchen.  
 

Entrance to the hall is step free and is 
suitable for wheel chair access 

throughout the premises. 
 

Male, Female and disabled toilet facilities  
 

All enquiries to Alison via email please.  
 

st.columbahall@yahoo.com 

10:00 -12:00 

Not on 
Friday 29th 
December 

http://www.slimmingworld.co.uk
mailto:sharedreading@foliosuttoncoldfield.org.uk
mailto:info@hopefood.org.uk
https://www.justgiving.com/hopefoodnb
https://www.justgiving.com/hopefoodnb
mailto:st.columbahall@yahoo.com


St Columba’s Church hall 
Banners Gate Road/
Chester Road North 
Sutton Coldfield B73 6TX 

helenwilliamsmusic@gmail.com 
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Do you have an 
advertisement for this 

space, it’s free. 
Email 

bgatepost@gmail.com 

mailto:helenwilliamsmusic@gmail.com
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www.applyforleap.org.uk 

https://applyforleap.org.uk/


Bookings 

Banners Gate Community Hall  -  Coffee Mornings, third Tuesday of the month 

The next is on 19th May -  at 9.30 to noon, please note new times. 

39 

welcome          what’s on            hire our hall           view our hall             committee           contact           links 

As a community hall we are trying to create activities for the benefit of the 
community so if you have any ideas in that direction, please get in touch and 

share those ideas with us—no obligation. 
If you need any information please message on 07964 213 229 

https://www.bannersgatecommunityassociation.org/bg2/hallhire.php
https://www.bannersgatecommunityassociation.org/bg2/index.php
https://www.bannersgatecommunityassociation.org/bg2/whatson.php
https://www.bannersgatecommunityassociation.org/bg2/hallhire.php
https://www.bannersgatecommunityassociation.org/bg2/viewourhall.php
https://www.bannersgatecommunityassociation.org/bg2/contact.php
https://www.bannersgatecommunityassociation.org/bg2/links.php
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Useful telephone 
numbers 

  Sutton and Kingstanding 

Police: 101 

Good Hope: 424 2000 

Outpatients: 424 2000 

NHS Health helpline: 

Call 111 it’s 24/7 

Citizens Advice 

03444 111 444 

BANNERS GATE 
COUNSELLING CENTRE 

 

Accessible and Affordable 
Counselling to Adults in the 

Community.  The Upper Room 
St. Michael’s House 
198 Boldmere Road 

Sutton Coldfield 
Tel : 0121 354 6544 
For information or an 

appointment please ring after 
10 a.m. daily, except 

Wednesday 

Banners Gate 
Community hall 
Coffee Mornings 

The next is on 
16th June starting 
at 9.30a.m. until 

noon, please note 
new times. 

DAY/TIME ACTIVITY VENUE CONTACT TEL. 

Sun  (last) 10.30 –2.30 pm 
10.00 am 

10.30 am (fortnightly) 
11.00 am 

7.30—8.30pm 
 

Create at Gate with K & S 
Family Communion 
Sunday Gathering 
Chikara Karate Kai 
Soul Yoga –last Sunday 
 

Community Hall 
St. Columba's 
Banners Gate CC 
Scout Hall 
Community Hall 

Kathy Weston 
 
Nigel Willis 
Paul Murphy    07837 
Cath Hussey 

628 6651 
354 5873 
353 0230 
39 57 89 
 

Mon                           .                     
11.00 to  6.45pm 

 
7.30 – 9.00 pm                      

Sign Language Classes 
Sign Language Classes 
Sign Language Classes 
Line Dancing 

Community Hall 
Community Hall 
Community Hall 
Community Hall 

Shakila Kosar       07825 
Shakila Kosar       07825 
Shakila Kosar       07825 
Diane Pursall 

255042 
255042 
255042 
747 4659 

Tues                6.00—7.00         
  9.15 -  2.00pm.    

3rd Tues 9.15 - 12.00pm 
11.45am  - 12.45pm 

 6.30 – 9.00  
7.45 pm 

 

Soul Yoga 
Born to Spa, Baby Spa 
Coffee Morning 3rd Tuesdays 
Tai Chi 
Line Dancing 
Chikara Karate Kai 

Community Hall 
Community Hall 
Community Hall 
Scout Hut 
Community Hall 
St. Columba's 

 
Anna Madge      07833 
Dave Cockbill 
Neil  Rankine    07721 
Diane Pursall 
Paul Murphy       07837 

 
45 70 74 
 
67 09 13 
747 4659 
39 57 89 

Wed          9.30, 11.00 &12 
10.30 - 12.00 
6.30 — 7.30 

7.00 pm 

Baby Sensory 
Guide Dog Training 
Dance Fitness 
SlimmingWorld 

Banners Gate CC 
Community Hall 
Community Hall 
St Columba’s 

Tracy Jones     0775 
Madge Nightingale 
 
Karen                07759 

82 56 22 
360 0286  
 
17 02 89 

                                                       
Thurs      10.00—11.00 am 

7.30   on last Thursday  
6.30 – 9.45 pm 

(3rd of each month) 7.00 pm 
 

 
Yoga 
Neighbourhood Forum 
Zig Zag Dance Studio 
Townswomen's Guild 
 

 
Community Hall 
Community Hall 
St. Columba's  
Banners Gate CC 
 

  
Tricia                  07954 
Tony Willis 
 Warren               01902 
Janice Jones       07955 
 

 
40 39 43 
605 4947 
897 900 
65 59 10 
 

Fri               11.30  -  3.30                     
5.00—6.30pm 

7.00  -  8.00  pm       
 

 Sign language Classes 
Repertoire Dance Studio 
Sign Language Classes 
 

Community Hall 
Community Hall 
Community Hall 
 

Shakila Kosar       07825 
Chloe Lloyd          07729 
Shakila Kosar       07825 
                  

25 50 42 
47 79 46 
25 50 42 
 

Saturday            9—10am Soul Yoga Community Hall                            

Girlguiding gives girls and young women a voice.....has done so for 100 years.....be part of the next 100 
Could you spare 1½ hours a week to help with the St Columba’s Guide unit? Gain real satisfaction in volunteering and helping to ensure 

girls in Banners Gate aged 10 – 14 can continue to enjoy games, projects, badges and outings at Guides. 
There are also places available in both Brownie units in September for girls aged 7 or 8. 

For more information contact Carol Gardner on 350 7191. 
 

      Day/Time                   Activity                     Venue                       Contact                   Tel 
Mon 6.00 - 7.30pm    39th Brownies     St Columba's Hall                                          354 5873 
Tues 6.00 - 7.30pm   45th Brownies     St Columba's Hall           Carol Gardner        350 7191 
Thurs 5.00 - 6.00pm  39th Rainbows    St Columba's Hall                                          354 5873 

33rd Sutton Coldfield Scout Group,  
H.Q. Coppice View Road 

Monday    Beavers  5.30 p.m. – 6.45 p.m. ages 6 – 8 years 
      Scouts     7.00 p.m. – 9.00 p.m. ages 10 ½ – 14 years 
Tuesday    Beavers  5.40 p.m. – 6.40 p.m. ages 6 – 8 years 
      Cubs       7.00 p.m. – 8.30 p.m. ages 8 – 10 ½ years 
Thursday  Cubs       7.00 p.m. – 8.30 p.m. ages 8 – 10 ½ years 

Contact 0121 353 5203 
Email: margaretdrummond1@btinternet.com 

Banners Gate Ladies Circle 
This is the name of the previously named 
Townswomen's Guild.  Contact details, 

meeting days and times remain the same. 
Hopefully next month will let you know how 
we will be going forward as our new group.   

Thurs 18th June—Ukulele Group 
Thurs.16th July - Retro Clothes by Joanne 

Our vibrant Guild meets on the 3rd Thursday 
of the month, 7.00 - 10.00 in the Westwood 
Hall, Banners Gate Community Church. 

Janice Jones 07955 65 59 10 

The 18th Sutton Coldfield West 
Scout Group and the 15th 
Sutton Coldfield West Scout 
Group have merged and are 
now named the 33rd  
Headquarters are at the Scout 
Hut, Coppice View Road.  
B73 6UE. 

 

 

St Columba’s 
Church 

Coffee Morning 

Every Friday of  
the month 

10.00  -  Noon 

All Welcome 

For details see website at www.stcolumbasbannersgate.co.uk www.bannersgatechurch.com

Banners Gate Community Church 

 Westwood Road. B73 6UH 

We meet weekly on Sunday mornings from 

10.30am for fellowship, worship, prayer 

and learning together in an informal setting, 

with other gatherings throughout the week. 

To find out more visit our website at 

www.bannersgatechurch.com. 

UNIFORMED ORGANISATIONS: 
Scouts:  Margaret Drummond,  33rd GSL    
353 5203    Girlguiding: Carol Gardner, 
Vesey West District Commissioner  350 7191 

BOOKING SECRETARIES: 
Community Hall mobile:  075 65 54 68 21 
Banners Gate CC - Nigel Willis   07711 284562  
St. Columba's     -   Alison Jolley st.columbahall@yahoo.com 
Scout Hall           -   A & R Talliss  353 8166 

http://www.stcolumbasbannersgate.co.uk
http://www.bannersgatechurch.com
http://www.bannersgatechurch.com/
mailto:st.columbahall@yahoo.com

