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Updated items 

 

Trains from Alan Ledger on pages 33, 34, 35, 36. 

 

Sutton Coldfield Neighbourhood Network Scheme 

February Newsletter on pages 50  -  55 

 

What’s On at Theatres on pages 63  -  72 

New look Gatepost 

As and from April’s edition there will be a rearrangement of Gatepost content. 

Most of Gatepost and the Supplement is static, that is, little changes each 

month.  I have therefore decided to extract the items that do change from month 

to month and put them in the 40+ pages printed edition.   

I will leave Gatepost and the Supplement on the internet because I have been 
thanked several times for leaving, for example, adverts for treatment of dementia 
when a relative is diagnosed and the associated advert was remembered and 
looked up. 

mailto:bgatepost@gmail.com
http://www.bannersgateneighbourhoodforum.com
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See next page 
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It is time to use the magnifying icons at the bottom right of the screen. 
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Continued on next page... 

BOOK NOW 

mailto:rachel.mackay@careuk.com
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REGISTER YOUR INTEREST 

mailto:rachel.mackay@careuk.com
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Would you like your  

free advertisement 

here 
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bootiquefitness66@gmail.com 

classeswithgem@outlook.com 
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mailto:bootiquefitness66@gmail.com
mailto:classeswithgem@outlook.com
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www.scurc.org.uk 

20 

http://www.scurc.org.uk


SignVideo BSL interpreting service for deaf people 
Read about how you can use SignVideo BSL interpreting service for deaf people to 
contact Birmingham City Council. 

Contact Birmingham City Council using SignVideo BSL interpreting service for deaf 
people 

 

Next Generation Text 
If you have a speech impairment, are deaf or hard of hearing you can contact 
Birmingham City Council by Next Generation Text (also known as Text 
Relay and TypeTalk). 

Dial 18001 before the full national phone number. 

Council service Contact number 

Adults social care 0121 303 1234 

Adults Out of Hours Home Care Service 0121 464 5001 

Anti social behaviour 0121 303 1111 

Benefits (includes Housing Benefit/Council Tax Support)                                                                                                                              

Cemeteries (out of hours emergencies only) 0121 464 8728 

Child protection - concerned about a child? 0121 303 1888 

Council tax 0121 303 1113 

Domestic violence 0121 303 0368 or 0121 303 0369 

Emergency duty team 0121 675 4806 

Environmental health 0121 303 6007 

Highways/Flooding/Transportation (out of hours only) 0121 303 4149 

Homelessness 0121 303 7410 

Housing repairs 0121 216 3330 

Parks emergencies 0121 464 8728 

Planning 0121 303 1115 

Pollution of brooks and streams or report an environmental 

incident 

0800 807060 

Register office 0121 675 1000 

Rubbish (Waste and Recycling) 0121 303 1112 

School admissions and pupil placements 0121 303 1888 

Switchboard 0121 303 9944 

Transportation emergencies 0121 303 4149 

Useful Birmingham City Council phone numbers 
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https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/signvideo
https://birminghamcc.signvideo.net/
https://birminghamcc.signvideo.net/
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/contactadultsocialcare
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/asb
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https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/parks
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/planning
https://www.gov.uk/report-an-environmental-incident
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/registeroffice
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/waste
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/schooladmissions
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/transport


Admiral Nurse Service Useful Contacts for Carers/Dementia: Birmingham 

Age Concern 0121 362 3650 

Information, advice, support, day care, community hubs & cafes https://
ageconcernbirmingham.org.uk/ info@ageconcernbirmingham.org.uk 

Age UK 0121 437 0033 

Information, advice, support, memory café, Carers Hub, local and national guides www.ageuk.org.uk/
birmingham/ contactus@ageukbirmingham.org.uk 

Admiral Nurse Service 0121 301 5830 

Information advice & support in caring or supporting a person with dementia, groups, talks https://
www.bsmhft.nhs.uk/our-services/services-a-to-z/ bsmhft.admiralnursingservice@nhs.net 

Alzheimer’s Society/Dementia Connect 0333 150 3456 

Information, advice, literature on all aspects of caring, Cafes, Carer Support, Singing for the Brain 
www.alzheimers.org.uk dementiasupport@alzheimers.org.uk 

BSMHFT Customer Relations/PALS 0800 953 0045 Text: 07985 883509 
Advice, support, information on NHS and social services, put you in touch with other sources of 
help https://www.bsmhft.nhs.uk/service-users-and-carers/customer-relations/pals/ 

bsmhft.customerrelations@nhs.net 

Birmingham Healthy Minds 0121 301 2525 

Free psychological therapies service for people who are feeling anxious, low in mood or depressed http://
www.bsmhft.nhs.uk/our-services/birmingham-healthy-minds/ bsmhft.bhm@nhs.net 

Citizen’s Advice Bureau (Birmingham) 08082787990 (local) or 0800 144 8848 Free, independent, confi-
dential & impartial advice on rights, responsibilities, benefits https://www.bcabs.org.uk/  enquir-
ies@bcabs.cabnet.org.uk 

Birmingham Carers HUB (ran by Forward Carers) 0333 006 9711 

Support, info, advice, financial/welfare benefit advice, carers assessments, groups, befriending 
https://birminghamcarershub.org.uk/about-us/ info@birminghamcarershub.org.uk 

Birmingham Irish Association 0121 604 6111 

www.birminghamirish.org.uk/ http://www.birminghamirish.org.uk/contact-us 

CERS (Carer Emergency Response Service) 0121 
442 2960 Free emergency back up service to provide sup-
port to carers 

https://birminghamcarershub.org.uk/carer-support/back-up-emergency-care/ info@cers.org.uk 

Mental Health: Urgent Help 0121 262 3555 or 0800 915 9292 

24 hour 7 days a week advise, information & support whether you have used services before or 
not https://www.bsmhft.nhs.uk/service-users-and-carers/how-to-get-urgent-mental-health-help/ 

Samaritans (also have local branch) 116 123 (free to call) 

Offer safe place for you to talk any time you like, in your own way about whatever’s getting to you http://
www.samaritans.org/ jo@samaritans.org 

Social Care and Health 0121 303 1234 

Social care, community services, day care, respite, long term care, occupational therapy, safeguarding 
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/health-social-care acap@birmingham.gov.uk 

Social care, education, family services, info, advice: www.mycareinbirmingham.co.uk 

The Waiting Room  https://the-waitingroom.org/
contact/ Information about health and social care https://the-waitingroom.org/ 
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Alzheimer’s Research Trust 0300 111 
5555 Research into dementia, information about dementia 

http://www.alzheimersresearchuk.org enquiries@alzheimersresearchuk.org 

Dementia Explained 

Info for children about dementia https://kids.alzheimersresearchuk.org/ 
CQC: (Care Quality Commission) 03000 616161 

Inspection reports, search for care& care homes, concerns about care services/providers http://
www.cqc.org.uk/ enquiries@cqc.org.uk 

Carers UK 

Help, advise and support for Carers https://www.carersuk.org/ 

Dementia UK (Admiral Nurses) 0800 888 6678 Admiral Nurse Helpline Open Mon – Fri 9 am – 9pm, Sat 
& Sun 9 am – 5 pm, Bank holidays 9 am – 5 pm except 25 Dec Support for families facing dementia, infor-
mation about dementia, caring, information guides https://www.dementiauk.org/  help-
line@dementiauk.org 

Dementia Carers Count/Virtual Carers Centre  https://
dementiacarers.org.uk/ Free online Resources/Courses https://
dementiacarers.org.uk/vcc/ 

Safe and Well Visit (West Midlands Fire Service) 0800 389 5525 

Free home fire/safety check, tips, advise on reducing risks carried out by operational fire fighters https://
www.wmfs.net/our-services/safe-and-well/ homesafety.centre@wmfs.net 

Independent Age 0800 319 6789 (free helpline) Advise, support, information guides around variety of 
topics for over older people https://www.independentage.org/  advice@independentage.org 

MIND (Birmingham) 0121 262 3555 
Mental Health information/advise, support Mental Health & Wellbeing 
Hubs 

https://birminghammind.org/ help@birminghammind.org 

NHS 111 service 111 (free from landlines and mobiles) Helps 
people get the right advice and treatment when they urgently need it https://www.england.nhs.uk/
ourwork/pe/nhs-111/ 

Healthcare at Home 0808 239 
0591 Eye and Hearing Tests at Home 

https://www.outsideclinic.co.uk/ info@outsideclinic.com 

Please note other local & high street retailers may also provide these services so please check 
this and any cost first 

The Silverline (Run by Age UK) 0800 4 70 80 90 (24 hours a day) Confidential helpline, 
groups, resources, friendship, conversation and support to those over 55 https://
www.thesilverline.org.uk/ info@thesilverline.org.uk 

Turn2us – benefits calculator, charitable grants & support https://www.turn2us.org.uk 

Admiral Nurse Service Useful Contacts for Carers/Dementia: Birmingham 

National and other Organisations 
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We collect, donate and sell pre-loved care equipment to enhance people’s quality of 

life, support care workers and older people in need with grants and community groups 

and leave a better planet for future generations. 

 

One of the ways we support our local community of Lichfield is by holding monthly tea 

Grace Cares 

We collect, donate and sell pre-loved care equipment to enhance people’s quality of life, support care workers and older 

people in need with grants and community groups and leave a better planet for future generations. 

One of the ways we support our local community of Lichfield is by holding monthly tea parties for the over 75’s which 

provide vital, life-enhancing social connections for older people at a time in their lives when  their social circles are 

diminishing. 
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The following advertisements may benefit 

you, or people you know.  

https://grace-cares.com/shop/
https://grace-cares.com/grants/
https://grace-cares.com/donate/
https://grace-cares.com/
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amy.millichope@birmingham.gov.uk 

mailto:amy.millichope@birmingham.gov.uk
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Carers Hub : 

 ‘’Caring for a family member or friend? 

 If you support someone in Birmingham who needs your help due to a disability, 

serious illness, frailty or addiction, we’re here to help you. Whatever your 

unpaid caring role, you’ve come to the right place. Age Concern Birmingham 

are part of a partnership of local not-for-profits who have come together as 

Birmingham Carers Hub to provide a wide range of free support to help you in 

your caring role. 

 What do we do? 

 Birmingham Carers Hub delivers support and services for unpaid Carers in 

Birmingham. If the individual receiving care resides outside of Birmingham, we 

will provide links to the appropriate local government. 

 You can get help even if you only provide a few hours of care every week, and 

you do not have to be receiving carer benefits. 
Continued on next page... 
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 We provide guidance and assistance to unpaid carers who are 

registered with Birmingham Carers Hub and we follow them on their 

caring journey continuously offering help and support. Birmingham 

Carers Hub can offer support with: 

• • Statutory Carers Assessments – available if you care for 

someone 18 years old or over and the cared for live and pay 

council tax or receive council tax benefit from Birmingham City 

Council. 

• Follow up reviews 4-6 monthly

• • Signposting and referrals to other services to support your 

caring role. 

• • Attending carer support groups which offer a wide range of 

different stimulating activities or therapy to suit everyone’s needs. 

This includes walking groups, pottery groups, coffee mornings 

and more. 

 Visit us at www.birminghamcarershub.org.uk to look at the 

comprehensive services and support on offer for unpaid carers in 

Birmingham from us and our partner organisations. 

 Registering with us as a carer or referring a carer is quick and simple. 

Additionally the website has: 

• • Cost of Living support which will give you an indication of any 

entitlement which you can then apply for via DWP 

• • The is also an online daily chat/activity that is available to carers 
across the city, where you can join to suit yourself called Kissing it 
Better https://kissingitbetter.co.uk/ 

• • Information on the Social Enterprise Bridgit Care that provides 
access to online support for anyone who assists a friend, 
neighbour or relative https://bridgit.care/ The Birmingham Carers 
Hub partnership is managed by Forward Carers CIC and funded 
by Birmingham City Council, and Birmingham and Solihull 
Integrated Care Board who are integrated with the Birmingham 
Children’s Trust. 

 Please contact the team on 03330 069711 or 

Email: info@birminghamcarershub.org.uk’’ 

...continued from last page 

http://www.birminghamcarershub.org.uk/
https://kissingitbetter.co.uk/
https://bridgit.care/
mailto:info@birminghamcarershub.org.uk
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Dementia Carers Hub: 

 ‘’Age Concern Birmingham’s qualified Dementia Advisors, provide specialist one to-one support, Wellbeing support, 

Carer’s Assessments, referral to groups & workshops including information & advice. 

 You will also receive a FREE Carers card from the point of registration and throughout your caring journey. 

 You will benefit from: 

• An allocated advisor 

• Assistance with obtaining Power of Attorney and will advise on Advocacy services including support with Social Ser-

vices, GP’s, Memory Assessment Teams, District Nurses, Occupational Health Therapy etc 

• Support with respite care, care homes and care agencies 

• Ongoing health and wellbeing checks • Support and information to access dementia clinics 

• Referrals to the Bereavement Service 

• Specialist advice and information on explaining dementia, behaviour, infection control, eating and drinking and end of 

life care 

• Statutory and Enhanced Carer’s Assessment, to help establish what support is required 

 For information, help and advice, call 0333 006 9711 and ask to speak to one of our Specialist Dementia Carer Advisors, 

or email: dementiacarers@ birminghamcarershub.org.uk’’ 

http://birminghamcarershub.org.uk/
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Hi all, 

Our second trip to Austria, the first being in mid-winter, February 1971. Things were 

moving fast and there was still plenty of steam to see but for how Long? But now 

we were here mid-summer, June for two weeks in a hire car from Linz eastern Aus-

tria. 

 This was our first visit to the Linz Summerau line, a very busy single line 100% 

steam worked. Heavy freight trains climbing all the way to Summerau for about 30-

40 miles through really beautiful 

 rolling hill country to the Czech border where their steam engines exchanged 

trains. 

Freistadt where we stayed for two nights is a really lovely small walled town, very 

old and this is where these pictures are taken of 52-6208 2-10-0 German built 

Kriegs Lok working the 16.25 Linz Summerau passenger on a nice sunny evening. 

 The weather had been great all day and we got some really nice pictures. We 

were to be treated to lunch and wine by a local couple who spoke English and lived 

next to the railway, having found the woodland track to their secluded house. 

26th June 1972. 

Regards 

Ledg. 
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Hi all, 

Below is the write up and picture I did for the 18th January 2010, 

picture writing done January 2015. Obviously, the temperature will 

be different this year 2025 as will be the weather. Just happened 

to have my camera out at the time when I spied this chap battling 

along the platform so just took it on the spur of the moment. 

We have had another snow fall since then but can’t remember the 

date, sometime around 2018, I think. 

Hi all 

I took this picture (on next page) at Kidderminster of Great West-

ern 4-6-0 7802 “Bradley Manor” during our last very heavy snow 

fall in the Midlands during December 2010. The Santa Specials 

on the Severn Valley railway valiantly continued to run but not 

many of those that had booked were able to turn up. Tomorrow is 

the same date as five years ago and the temperature is expected 

to be 12.C, not much prospect of snow then. 

We only got there with our grandson by going from Birmingham 

via Wolverhampton! as the M5 motorway was blocked with snow 

much deeper than here. We almost had the train to ourselves and 

got to meet a very underworked Father Christmas at Arley. Can 

you spot Stanier 2-6-0 42965 in the picture? (You can see the 

number on the smokebox) 

Picture taken Saturday 18th December 2010. 

 Regards 

Ledg. 
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On the corner opposite CEX in The Parade 

Opposite CEX on the corner. 
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We are a group of crafters who meet in House of Fraser's Caffè Botanico every 
Wednesday. We're a very friendly and supportive group and always welcome new 
people.  A casual group with varied skills and skill levels.  Bring along a craft or just 
drop in for a chat and a coffee. Wednesdays 12-2pm. 



Here is a new class starting at St. Columba's Church.  For details please call 07940547492 or go to 

www.loveforbabies.co.uk or email becky@loveforbabies.co.uk 
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See next page 
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alzheimers.org.uk/get-support 

enquires@alzheimers.org.uk 

https://www.alzheimers.org.uk/get-support
mailto:enquires@alzheimers.org.uk
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alzheimers.org.uk/get-support 

https://www.alzheimers.org.uk/get-support


 

HANDBOOK: 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100086596932293 

https://birmingham.connecttosupport.org/ 
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https://www.calameo.com/read/00067546760ea7e9396a0
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100086596932293
https://birmingham.connecttosupport.org/


For live links go HERE and scroll down 1 / 6 
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There was no NNS Newsletter in August, so here is July’s Newsletter again. 

https://bannersgateneighbourhoodforum.com/author/bgatepost/
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https://www.calameo.com/read/000675467e8ca2443dd9b 

https://suttoncoldfieldnns.blogspot.com/ 

nns@ageconcernbirmingham.org.uk 
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For live links please go to PDF version here. 

https://bannersgateneighbourhoodforum.com/author/bgatepost/
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What’s On: suttoncoldfieldtownhall.com/events/ 

https://suttoncoldfieldtownhall.com/events/  

          enquiries@suttoncoldfieldtownhall.com 

https://suttoncoldfieldtownhall.com/events/
https://suttoncoldfieldtownhall.com/events/
mailto:enquiries@suttoncoldfieldtownhall.com
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For What’s On at the Alex, please click here. 

Popular       Musicals     Plays        Concerts       Comedy 

https://www.theatresonline.com/theatres/birmingham-theatres/new-alexandra-theatre-birmingham
https://seatplan.com/birmingham/
https://seatplan.com/birmingham/whats-on/musicals/
https://seatplan.com/birmingham/whats-on/plays/
https://seatplan.com/birmingham/whats-on/concerts/
https://seatplan.com/birmingham/whats-on/comedy/
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WHAT’S ON CINEMA SUPPORT US GET INVOLVED ABOUT US COVID-19 ACCESSIBILITY 

https://www.lichfieldgarrick.com/whats-on/
https://www.lichfieldgarrick.com/cinema/
https://www.lichfieldgarrick.com/support-us/support-the-lichfield-garrick-theatre/
https://www.lichfieldgarrick.com/get-involved/
https://www.lichfieldgarrick.com/about-us/
https://www.lichfieldgarrick.com/covid-19/
https://www.lichfieldgarrick.com/about-us/accessibility/
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Helloooo, poppets! MRS. DOUBTFIRE the 
West End’s hit comedy musical based on the beloved film is heading to Birmingham Hippodrome from Thu 13 Aug 
2026. This ‘genuinely funny’ (Time Out) show features all the iconic moments you love, plus fabulous new songs 
and dazzling dance numbers! 
Out-of-work actor Daniel (played by the critically acclaimed Gabriel Vick*, original London company) will do 
anything for his kids. After losing custody in a messy divorce, he creates the alter ego of Scottish nanny Euphegenia 
Doubtfire in a desperate attempt to stay in their lives. As his new character takes on a life of its own, Mrs. Doubtfire 
teaches Daniel more than he bargained for about how to be a father. 
MRS. DOUBTFIRE features all the hilarious moments you love from the movie, plus fabulous new songs and 

dazzling dance numbers! Put it all together, and you’ve got  

Experience the magic of opening night: Wed 23 Sep, 7.30pm  

For best availability, check out the following performances: 

Thu 24 Sep, 2pm 

Fri 25 Sep, 2pm 

Birmingham Royal Ballet revives Sir Peter Wright and Galina Samsova’s glorious journey into Swan Lake – with 

the Royal Ballet Sinfonia performing Tchaikovsky’s superb music live alongside BRB’s spectacular dancers. 

Prince Siegfried is out hunting one night when he happens upon a flock of graceful swans. When one of them turns 

into a beautiful woman, the Prince is utterly smitten – but Odette explains that she has fallen under an evil spell 

cast by Baron von Rothbart, which keeps her in swan form from dawn to dusk. Can Siegfried’s love break the spell? 

Find out in this exquisite production of a true ballet classic. 

Sylvia Pankhurst – fearless, flawed, and unforgettable. The untold story of the rebellious middle child of Emmeline Pankhurst 

takes centre stage in this irresistible hip hop, funk and soul musical that moves your feet and fires your spirit. 

Whilst her mother and sister battled for women’s suffrage, Sylvia ignited a revolution for the forgotten: working women, the 

impoverished, the silenced. Caught between her family and her beliefs, Sylvia risked it all to bring change to millions. 

With an electrifying score by Josh Cohen and DJ Walde, renowned choreographer and storyteller Kate Prince (ZooNation –

 Message in a Bottle, Some Like it Hip Hop, Into the Hoods, The Mad Hatter’s Tea Party) delivers her Olivier-nominated vision in 

this theatrical treat that audiences can’t get enough of. 

Starring powerhouse talent Beverley Knight, (Sister Act, The Drifters Girl, Memphis the Musical) in a show stopping performance 

as Emmeline Pankhurst, this is your chance to see her in a career defining turn that won her the Olivier Award for Best Actress in 

a Supporting Role. 

Naomi Katiyo (Hamilton, Just For One Day: The Live Aid Musical) stars as Sylvia Pankhurst, a role that brings depth, heart, and 

fire to the stage. 

Direct from London’s Old Vic theatre where it played to sold out houses and instant standing ovations, SYLVIA is more than a 
musical – it’s a manifesto set to music, a revolution you can dance to, a story that roars and shakes the rafters. Book now. You 

don’t want to miss this. 

The Stage is proud to be hosting their inaugural “The Stage: On Tour” event at Birmingham Hippodrome. 

This panel discussion will give West Midlands based theatremakers the opportunity to unpick the issues that 

matter to them. Discussing topics including funding challenges, working conditions and issues specific to the 

West Midlands. The Stage hopes to uncover specific themes, giving people working in the West Midlands the 

chance to explore those challenges and their impact further. 

Matt Hemley, Editor of The Stage will host the discussion alongside panellists from across the region: 

• Corey Campbell, creative director at the Belgrade Theatre, Coventry 
• Jon Gilchrist, artistic director and chief executive, Birmingham Hippodrome  
• Adaya Henry, artistic director, Women and Theatre 
• Liz Johnson, Midlands area director, Arts Council England 
Jacqui O’Hanlon, deputy executive director and director of creative learning and engagement, Royal 
Shakespeare Company 
The event will take place at 2.30pm on Thu 24 Sep in Birmingham Hippodrome’s Patrick Studio. The event is 
free to attend, but tickets should be booked in advance. 

For What’s On at Birmingham Hippodrome please click here.   

Have you ever wondered 

just how ballet dancers prepare for each of their performances? Look no further 

than Class on Stage in 2026! 

This is your chance to look behind the scenes and come and watch the danc-

ers of Birmingham Royal Ballet warm-up and complete their final preparations 

ahead of one of their performances. 

This is a great introduction to Ballet and an opportunity to understand about the 
amazing strength, skill and stamina of BRB’s exceptional world-class dancers. 

FINAL REMAINING PLACES! Please contact fundraising@birminghamhippodrome.com for more information or 

call 0121 689 3040. 

Enjoy a spectacular evening of outstanding hospitality and world-class entertainment on Thu 8 Oct! 

Join us for the electrifying, Olivier-Award nominated Sylvia by renowned choreographer and storyteller Kate Prince. Starring 

Olivier-Award winning powerhouse Beverley Knight, this irresistible blend of hip hop, funk and soul tells the untold story of 

the rebellious middle child of Emmeline Pankhurst. This is more than a musical – it’s a manifesto to shake the rafters! 

Our Gala evenings are the perfect opportunity to entertain your valued clients, treat a team, network with other city 

professionals or simply to enjoy with friends. 

By attending this event, you’ll be directly supporting Birmingham Hippodrome’s talent development programmes, that provide 

young people with high quality theatre experiences and opportunities. 

Enjoy a lively mixed table from £200 per person, or bring friends and family to make up a table of 10 or 12 for a night of 

thrilling entertainment. 

Your evening includes: a premium show ticket, a sparkling drinks reception, a delicious three-course dinner in our 

uniquely styled studio space, professional photographs with your guests, live entertainment, an exclusive post-

show reception along with Hippodrome trademark surprises and our ever-popular prize draw and silent auction. 

For those who purchase a Premium Ticket, this will include additional extras such as a signed show programme, VIP 
seating and tables, all alongside an acknowledgement and thanks in our Gala materials. 

FASTEN YOUR SEAT BELTS… 

Matthew Bourne’s award-winning The Car Man is back! Loosely based on Bizet’s ever-popular opera, The Car Man 

has one of the most thrilling and instantly recognisable scores in New Adventures’ repertoire. 

The familiar 19th Century Spanish cigarette factory becomes a greasy 1950’s garage-diner in the American Mid-West 

where the dreams and passions of a small-town are shattered by the arrival of a handsome and enigmatic stranger. 

Fuelled by heat and desire, the inhabitants are driven into an unstoppable spiral of greed, lust, betrayal and revenge. 

Matthew Bourne’s vivid storytelling combines with one of the most passionately dramatic scores ever written, with 

music by Terry Davies featuring Rodion Shchedrin’s Carmen Suite (after Bizet’s Carmen), to create a dance thriller 

like no other. 

The Car Man will ignite your senses and leave you breathless. 

There will be a free post-show talk for ticket holders following the Wed 14 Oct 7.30pm performance. The talk 
will be BSL interpreted. 

https://bookings.birminghamhippodrome.com/events/46948/46950
https://bookings.birminghamhippodrome.com/events/46948/46951
https://bookings.birminghamhippodrome.com/events/46948/46953
https://www.birminghamhippodrome.com/whats-on/
https://www.birminghamhippodrome.com/calendar/fundraising-gala-at-sylvia/fundraising@birminghamhippodrome.com
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 The Christmas spectacle that will melt your 

heart… 

A fresh flurry of snow has fallen over this brand-

new staging as The Snowman  flies home to 

Brum with a mesmerising new makeover. 

Based on Raymond Briggs’ cherished book, The 

Rep’s sparkling new production features Howard 

Blake’s iconic score including the Christmas 

classic Walking In The Air, beautifully crafted 

puppets and of course… a gravity-defying 

friendship! 

When Christmas Eve magic breathes life into a 

young boy’s snowman, an unforgettable adventure 

begins. The boy invites his new friend into his cosy 

home, before they glide together hand-in-hand 

across the starlit sky. Along the way they meet 

Father Christmas, a herd of friendly reindeer, and 

enjoy a merry party with the snowman’s friends 

beneath the shimmering Northern Lights. 

This enchanting new production is directed and 

choreographed by Olivier award-winning Will 

Tuckett (West Side Story (RSC/The Sage 

Gateshead), Into the Woods (Royal Opera House), 

and The Nutcracker (National Ballet of Japan)) 

with production design by the multi award-

winning Anna Fleischle (Punch, 2:22 A Ghost 

Story, Everybody’s Talking About 

Jamie and Hangmen). 

Other members of the creative team include video 

design by Nina Dunn for PixelLux (Enoch 

Arden (New National Theatre, 

Tokyo), Othello (West End), 9 to 5 The 

Musical (West End, UK Tour, Australia, Korea), 

lighting design by Matt Daw (Teeth ‘n’ 

Smiles (West End), Dear Evan Hansen (UK 

Tour), A Midsummer Night’s Dream, 

Cymbeline, Richard III, Troilus and 

Cressida (RSC),The Elephantom (National 

Theatre)), illusions by Tony award-winner Chris 

Fisher (Stranger Things: The First 

Shadow (Broadway and West End), Back to the 

Future (Broadway, Tokyo, West End), The Hunger 

Games on Stage (Troubadour Canary Wharf) 

and Harry Potter and the Cursed Child (West End 

and Worldwide)) and puppet design by Daisy 

Beattie (The BFG (RSC), Spirited 

Away (Tokyo), The Enormous Crocodile (Roald 

Dahl Story Company)). 

Step into your cosiest striped pyjamas and 
rediscover the joy of childhood in this nostalgic and 
magical family adventure which continues to 
captivate young and old. 

Perfect family 
entertainment… Clap if you 
believe! 

It only takes a dash of fairy dust 
and the happiest of thoughts to 
experience an unforgettable trip to 
Neverland for the festive season. 
Bursting with imagination, this 
faithful re-telling of J M Barrie’s 
much loved children’s story is given 
a sprinkling of Rep magic. 

In the Darling household, the usual 
bedtime routine is abandoned 
when Peter Pan flies away with 
Wendy and her brothers, out over 
moonlit Victorian streets and all the 
way to Neverland. 

There they find the ultimate 
paradise for rebels and dreamers…
no school…no rules…and certainly 
no bedtime! The Lost Boys and the 
Darling children spend their days 
swimming with mermaids, making 
mischief with Tinker Bell, and 
dining on delicious imaginary feasts 
– the very best of make-believe. 

Wendy tries to keep the gang safe 
from harm, but with Captain Hook 
and the ticking Crocodile inching 
ever closer, the children begin to 
realise the thrill of adventure may 
come at a price. Can our heroine 
Wendy avoid walking the plank and 
summon the courage to grow up on 
her own terms? 

This magical production is adapted 
by Phil Porter with original music 
from Ruth Chan, and with The 
Rep’s Artistic Director, Joe 
Murphy at the helm of the (pirate) 
ship!

An incredible rollercoaster of a 
tale” 
The Guardian, on the novel 
This Century’s Most Popular 
Murder Mystery 

The internationally celebrated 
novel that has captivated over 10 
million readers returns in a brand-
new stage adaptation, more 
thrilling than ever. 

Chris Boone is gifted with a 
brilliant mind for numbers but 
unsettled by the unpredictability 
of people and everyday life. 
When a neighbour’s dog is 
discovered killed, Chris comes 
under suspicion. Determined to 
prove their innocence, Chris 
becomes both detective and 
suspect, drawn into a mystery 
that grows darker and more 
complex with every clue 
uncovers. 

What begins as the search for a 
culprit soon reveals secrets 
closer to home, forcing Chris  to 
confront truths that will test their 
courage, family, and 
understanding of trust, 
independence, and the wider 
world. 

Inventive, gripping, and 
moving, The Curious Incident of 
the Dog in the Night-
Time combines the intrigue of a 
whodunnit with a powerful 
coming-of-age story in an 
unforgettable theatrical event. 
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www.ageukbirmingham.org.uk 

www.ageuksandwell.org.uk 

https://www.ageuk.org.uk/birmingham/
https://www.ageuk.org.uk/sandwell/
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info@ageukbirmingham.org.uk 

www.ageukbirmingham.org.uk 

info@ageuksandwell.org.uk 

www.ageuksandwell.org.uk 

mailto:info@ageukbirmingham.org.uk
http://www.ageukbirmingham.org.uk
mailto:info@ageuksandwell.org.uk
http://www.ageuksandwell.org.uk
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www.ageuk.org.uk/services/information-

advice/guides-and-factsheets/ 

http://www.ageuk.org.uk/services/information-advice/guides-and-factsheets/
http://www.ageuk.org.uk/services/information-advice/guides-and-factsheets/
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dementiacarerhub@ageukbirmingham.org.uk 

www.ageukbirmingham.org.uk 
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mailto:dementiacarerhub@ageukbirmingham.org.uk
https://www.ageuk.org.uk/birmingham/
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Tuesdays:  United Reformed Church, 1, Brassington Avenue, Sutton Coldfield, B73 6AA 

AM session: 9:30 –12pm; PM session: 12:30pm- 2pm  

https://birmingham.connecttosupport.org/

occupational-therapy/occupational-therapy-

clinics-in-the-community/ 
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https://birmingham.connecttosupport.org/occupational-therapy/occupational-therapy-clinics-in-the-community/
https://birmingham.connecttosupport.org/occupational-therapy/occupational-therapy-clinics-in-the-community/
https://birmingham.connecttosupport.org/occupational-therapy/occupational-therapy-clinics-in-the-community/
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rachel.mackay@careuk.com 

mailto:rachel.mackay@careuk.com
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Classes on: 

Hall, 
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To see the cats and kittens currently needing new homes and how the 'direct re-
homing scheme' works, see the link to the direct rehoming page of the Cats Pro-
tection website:  https://www.cats.org.uk/northbirmingham/adopt-a-cat/adopt-via-
our-direct-homing-scheme 

https://www.cats.org.uk/northbirmingham/adopt-a-cat/adopt-via-our-direct-homing-scheme
https://www.cats.org.uk/northbirmingham/adopt-a-cat/adopt-via-our-direct-homing-scheme


85 



Cats Protection North Birmingham has a new look - 
locally and nationally!  

  
National news is that CP has rebranded into pink and purple, but 
of course its ‘true colours’ will never change – nationally or 
locally - the charity will continue to do all it can for cats and 
kittens. 
  
Nicole Evans, North Birmingham Branch Coordinator, is 
delighted. “We love the new-look - already it's featured in CPs 
Winter Campaign highlighting the support offered by Lifelines - a 
temporary fostering service for those fleeing domestic abuse. It 
will be appearing on our website and social media pages 
throughout 2024 and beyond. With tne new look, we hope to 
bring the work we do to a much wider audience".  
  
The CP media team confirm what’s new and why. “We’ve moved 
to a more eye-catching and modern look to reach new 
audiences, raise more money and increase our impact to help 
more cats.” 
  
*Anyone considering volunteering for CP can call in to the Cats 
Protection charity shop on Erdington High Street, meet the 
team, and express an interest. There are lots of other roles too, 
like fostering and fund-raising.  
  
Direct rehoming – helping owners, potential adopters – and 
cats 
  
CPs direct rehoming scheme is benefitting from the new look too 
- courtesy of a new volunteer - Ellen - who has all the skills to 
cope with the demands of the role. Sadly, more owners than 
ever are contacting CP for help in rehoming their cats for a 
variety of reasons - several associated with the cost of living 
crisis. So anyone keen to adopt a needy cat should take a look 
at the Directs page on the North Birmingham Cats Protection 
website.  
  
** The scheme connects cats in need of a new home with 
potential adopters with no adoption fee involved **  
  
  
Sheila Pennell 
sheilapennell@talktalk.net 
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Team Cat Rescue has lots of cats and kittens looking 
for their forever homes. Owners often have to give 

them up for a variety of reasons - usually a change of 
circumstances meaning they can no longer care for 
their beloved pet. And some come into care because 

they are found wandering and abandoned. 
If you are not ready to adopt, how about fostering? Or 
helping Team Cat Rescue with driving or fund-raising? 
If so, contact Coordinator Lynne of Team Cat Rescue 

on 0121 373 4596.  
** Team Cat Rescue is local and well-established in 

North Birmingham - and have been helping rescue and 
rehome cats and kittens for 25 years **  
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OLIOex.com/get-involved 

https://olioapp.com/en/
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gap.huboffice@gmail.com 
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nns@ageconcernbirmingham.org.uk 

mailto:gap.huboffice@gmail.com
mailto:nns@ageconcernbirmingham.org.uk
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Banners Gaters clearing fallen leaves near Longmoor Pool. 
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Banners Gaters meet every Monday at 11am in the 
car park at Banners Gate entrance to Sutton Park. 

We no longer have a ranger with us and are limited 
by regulations to what we can do, but are trying to 
get permission to use domestic power tools. 

We need more helpers, contact Gill on 
thechants@btinternet.com if you’d like to join us, or 
call the editor on 0121 605 4947 
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mailto:thechants@btinternet.com
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7.00, 

www.suttoncoldfieldcreativestitchers.co.uk  

 

  

http://www.suttoncoldfieldcreativestitchers.co.uk
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We now have new benches in Perry Park. 

The ones shown here are around the lake.  
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Our last litter pick, 16 bags plus one plastic reindeer, 

collected by 10 volunteers.  
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6 7 

5 

6 7 

The new kids play area intended for children up to 12 

years.  Photo taken on the first Sunday after it had been 

declared open.  There were approximately 200 chil-

dren and parents in the play area on a sunny Sunday in 

March.  It has taken FOPPs 3 years to get this play park 

reinstated.  So it was encouraging to see it in use. 
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Contact us for 

more  



nsparrow@wcg.ac.u

wcg.ac.u info@wcg.ac.uk 
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mailto:nsparrow@wcg.ac.uk
https://wcg.ac.uk/
mailto:info@wcg.ac.uk


Banners Gate Neighbourhood Forum Meetings 

There will be a meeting of the Banners Gate 

Neighbourhood Forum four times a year instead of six 

times.  The first meeting of the New Year will be on Thursday 29th January  at 7.30 

p.m., the next is March 26th., hot drinks and biscuits will be provided.  Come and 

tell us of any problems you have with the area and we will try to get them fixed. 

If you need any more information please call 0121 605 4947 or 07976 550 420 
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As a community hall we are trying to create activities for the benefit of 

the community so if you have any ideas in that direction, please get in 

touch and share those ideas with us—no obligation. 

If you need any information please message on 07964 213 229 


